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GT^HE firfi occajion of tke enfuing treatife *mas ^ 

the requeji of a friend^ that I would overlook 
4m old book upon tbisfubjeSiy printed in King James h 
reign J and would put it into modem ^n^ifh. Which 
baving undertaken^ to avoid the tedioufnefs of one 
fontintfed dif(ourfe^ without any manner of divifkn^ 
I thought it nefejary to cajl mine into fever alparts^ 
that^ at the end tf ^acb^ the redder might have i$^ 
breathing^time^ and fi proceed tit what follows with 
the better appetite. Andy in a little time^ finding 
fome texts of Scripture not fo properly applied as 
ought to have been^ Jome things more largely infifted 
upon than I apprehend neceffary^ and many^ on the 
A 2 other 
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other bandy that I judged requifite^ not meddled witb^ 
I rejohed to take a Afferent method^ and to frame a 
hooky the greatejl part ^whereof Jhould be perfeStly 
new, and the rejlfo altered and changed^ as that it 
fannot be called the fyme^ • ,A}td if what I havf. 
written may tend to Gods glory^ and the devout 
readers beriffty I fjall ejieern^ my time hd^ily 
employed. 

^HE conjideratlon of death and eternity is a mat- 
ter of that vajl conference , to all whp know they 
ifav^ immortal fouls U fave, -that whatwer either 
tends to promote tbisy or may be ferviceable in order 
to the better effeSi of it, can never be unfeafinable \ 
efpeciglly liihen we^ (all to mind^ hov^ exceedingly u^- 
fertain the time of ourjlay here is, infpmucb. that 
there is no man livings who can be fur e^ that he bas^ 
gn hour more to live,. It 'was an excellent petition 
^ Mofcs, or w,bofoi/roer it %vas that compofed the, 
ninetiet/j Pf^lm : So teach us to number, our days, 
as that we may apply our hearts unto wifdom, 
%)er. 1 2. Nor is there any furer cgurfe, to. become, wife 
tp t^e^ bejl purpofesy viz. the promoting G/>d*s glory, 
and o^r o^n eyerfajling '^Ifarey than by accujlom-. 
fng ourfelves often t^o reJUSi upon^ andferioufly weigh,; 
with ourfelveSy the little time we have tofpendbere, 
^ndtJ^e immenfe^ (oncer n we have depending ufon ouf 



to the ft B A D E R,.^ "^ 

^d improvement of k-, ncranyjbily in the world 
compar^eto theirs ^ who ^anie content to idle away 
their timey and mi/employ themfehes, wben, for 
aught they hzow t6 the contrary^ they may befnatched 
away the next moment y and jo ^ being feized witb-^ 
out a due preparation J or a better ftute^ may be 
Jentenced to depart into everlafting fire^ prepared 
for the devil and his angelsi 

^HERE is none who is not cohtinuuHy lidik 
iojicknefi and death 3 and who ought not therefore 
to be always furnished with patience and fubmijioa 
to the Divine Will wider the former y and io be every 
day ih arettdinefsfor'tbe other. ;Andy to a0l the 
Cbriftian reader in.afder to tbefe weighty pidfofesi 
tbatfo be Way be hbppyboth here and hereafter y it 
ibej^gh of the following traSl. But tbkn it ii 
ificumbM upon bim^ to apply what isjaid in it td 
bis own foul y inafmucb as without this it mi^ needi 
prove infignificant and ufelefs ; the bejl advice that 
can be given in any cafcy being of no. advantage^ 
where it is not attended to. A man maypleafe him* 
J^^with, what he hear Sy or reads y and it may fervi 
him for amtfement and diverfon y buty if this be all 
the ufe be makes of it^ he grofsly deceives his owH 
fouly if he think however to be advantaged by iti 
Siich an one is but like the manfpoken of by St. Jaiftes^ 
... ; A3 wbify 



kffdo, (a) beholding his natural face in a glafi^ 
jgcxith away, and ftraitway forgetteth what man-^ 
' her of man h€ was. 72>f true end of reading h 
imprwetfierit. And wbofoever therefor^ would ie 
really benejited by nvhat he reads ^ muji take care to 
digeft it in bis thoughts y and then to reduce it to 
praSlieei and try to get bis life amended by it. 

jiLMIGHTTGodhas (b) given us exceed- 
ing great and preebus proniiies, and wiUbeJure 
to make them good in bis due fime^ ifive do not 
fenfekfsly incapacitate ourfehes for them. But tbefi 
it is to herememberedy that they are all cmditionai^ 
and there is no hope of attaining to them^ but by 
partaking of the Divine Natcire, ^Wefcaping 
the corruption which is in the world through 
hjft. fTe mufl cleanfe and purify ourfehes^ and 
firve God faithfully y with reverence and godly 
fear, before 'we can look upon ourfelvet to be in-^ 
ierefied in his favour^ and intitkd to ibe promifed 
Jalvation. {c) The foundation, the promife and 
Covenant of God ^ ftandeth furc, having this feal, 
for the confirmation of it on his party that the 
Lord knoweth, and mil ovm^ them that arc his : 
And, on their party Let every one that nameth 

(<?) James loi^ 24* (i) a Pet, i.4, (r).2 Tim. 

the 



lo.lhe tli8 AI»«IU;/ . lift 

^ fir ever ij^ ip,^.aytif^ii<Me ^ ifHtf W 
ii,4s\^bere/cre,e^8ry (oi/ts iitd^ij/^ duty to ^-f 
i^mMi^fBlfimr<kfigiy, J «orid?»f f«^ ^i^* .(^/A 
icxiks ,H^jn \tbejacfy and ie mt^fi t^S io bi 

i)f wH-Mpd^e^y ibf ptjvirttid ^vbeti ha cpmt fp_ 

AND oh tiiat itten Werfe wife,' tliat .tij(^ uti- 
defftood this, that they would cdnfider theii' 
iattef cpd ! ^jpat tbsy ti>mld ie feribus^ and iA 
^atiitjt^ Md have thofe tbmgbts in their bealti nnd 
J^rengtbj which they (ordinarily have nvhm they 
come to die ! Then they are apt to reflet upon thei't 
pafi lives ^ with an unfeigned foh-ow and regret ^ 
Jbr not having made better improvement if them^ 
And^ if they had ten thoufand worlds at their dij^ 
pofaly thefejhoald all go to redeem that time, which 
they had fo vainly fquandered away. They wilt 
then find fo their forrow andJharHei that to prepare 
thenife Ives for Heaven is notfi eafy a tajk as the^ 
had imagined, but muji be u work of time ana 
pains ^ mid ought indeed tb have been the main bufi^ 
nefs of their whole lives. Which being once grantedi 

A 4 i* 
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'if is impoffible t$ give a reafon^ why they flmdd 
n6t all immdiatehf fet about ity mth the utmoft 
diligence 'y that fince they have here no abiding 
city, they therefore never ceirfe th feek one that is 
to come, ^his is the great end of our living beret 
and the' only way thai God has prefcribedj in order^ 
to a better Jl ate. And they tcbo take a conttdry 
€6Urfey may infallibly depend upon it, that death 
ivill open a frightful fcene to theni, that willcaufi 
them to bethink themfelves when it is too late^ 4ind 
to condemn themfelves to all eternity y for mt having 
done it fooner. ' 

N. Spinckes. 
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TH E tfcnerablt au'tKdr 6f tKe foHoWing trea- 
tife was a man who had no guile, and wanted 
ho virtue : and were he now at my elbow, M 
iivoiild di(5late to me to fpeak of him in humble and 
limptcf term^. Pdrhaps thii msty be interpreted as an 
excufe for a plain and unartful relation : but !t belongs 
to thenfi tti fwell thei^ note^, who cannot gain attention 
without foifnds or fhakei. 

I do not inftehd then to raife or mufter any appeal^ 
dnce^ of ^irtue^ imaginary, or diflemble any foibles : 
for which ^eaibn, though I have little to tempt the curi« 
6us, I Ihall havfe as little to offend the coAfcientious. 

As to thcworldfing dr fenfiralift, who abandons any 
6r all df the commandments, or the baptized infidel^ 
who renQUnces his creed in whole of in part ^ (hould 
dny firch glai^ce tfpon this portrait,- they are permitted 
to flop here, flnce no viands arc prepared for theif ftrong 
6r fine taffe, no garlick or ffoth for their entertainment} 
and a^ they exped, at lead with, no after-reckonings 
defirous to refembie the ^/AcpoCidv, an infetft which lives 
but one fingle day : they may, if they pleafct grow 
better oeconomifts of their timei and the one may 

B firoU 



ftroU on through all the fcenes of voluptucriirnefs, aftd 
the other indulge the convulfive flares of his imagina^ 
tion 5 firic'e no fetters tan be found ttrong enough to 
chain down the one, nor any underftanding, not even 
the wifdom of God, deep and clear and conlidenc 
enough to direft the other. 

There are a rank of beings who fear and tremble i 
they* fear from what they know, and they tremble from 
what they feel and exped ; iiot doubting that God's 
difpleafure will more than equal their fear : might we 
not then prcfume, that they who are void of fear and 
trembling, are puniei in knowiisdge and fenfe ? Nay, 
Ihould they fpin out their own bowels, and roll up 
thcrtifclves ih their oWn Webs ? A fine fom total of their 
exiftence ! 

But the good man, a (ketch of whofe hiftory and 
chara6ter I h^ric deBgn* was, as a perfon of fenfe and 
fieiigion, quite different in make and frame. He held 
forth no indulgences or diipenfations for the direA 
breach or fiy evafiod 6f God's commandmmts. His 
known rule was^ TbenJbaU I twt ht ojbamd^ while t 
bam refpeSl unto M thy commandments. The Papifb 
in their machinery felt his hand heavy and often : The 
Sectaries he truly pitied as confifting of the weak, the 
worldly, and the wilful. The profane and profligate^ 
who departed frdm their duty either by common fwear? 
ing^ grofs perjury, or elegant diflindtionsy had a (hare 
of his chaftifcment j and the jelu'ft or fcribe was as 
obnoxious to htm as the open finner* The papal dtf- 
penlations and jefuitfcat mterfiretationd were to hioi 
both alike y and he thought that there were no mora 
exceptions in the fecond or third than in the firft com^ 
mandment. indeed he had both a tender and awful 
fenfe of the aixhority of Goc^ and of the eternal and 
unalterable reafons of good and eviH and this fixed 
his judgment : he deperiried tliat he had no more li^ 
^nce to detra<£b» lie, fteaK or difhonour parents, thair 
to commit whoredom or mucder : He confliantly bore 
his. teiUmony againft removiog antient kndmarks. 

And 



AikI »h^^A hkhf^l fervAot 9t^ Iktvi^fi of iU 
iDpr«]ky in Mofis*^ houfe, he was no Ic^s diligent as st 
ilieward pf the myfter k^ Of Chri^ : 9n Ifr^elite mitti^ 
a ChriAian incireiy. Fof, 

>ViS tp his faich, it ws^s gs uilblemiflied and irreproacb'^ 
ilble ^ hi^ life, lit had read nwch^ biK he had livod 
tnpte : hje h^d drawn much from the pureft fouotgin^i 
little fr^m the muddy ftreams : ^ de;po(ltum of hid 
fMt^ he kepc facred, whole and injcinb, not retailing \t 
by fr^^m^nts a^d Q)r^d$ >9s a brol^^o vt^flel or catcered 
^^rfrientft jbiiit as th^ ark ie i^vbich the fafecy of tfae whole 
ivprld was embarked, as the ^eftuice fit fdr the fpoufd 
tbf Cbr^^ motoajy m^t of la&rougbt gold 2iiyA aUglori" 
ms wMn^ hM wlboutfeam fbavenfrfimtbeii^ tbrot^b^ 
Mut* Hp had AC cfteem for Engineers or projectors in 
nsligipn, nor for the aj9jjn)ing fuperficial fightfaieo, 
wbofe ftudy is .confkied to coffee-houfesi and whofe 
ftpre confiftfi of fuch eyteoipofary AifflF as will c^fiiy 
occur without reading or thioking. Tho' iiemarkable 
.#pr (neekfiefs, he had no little indigpacion agaioft all 
.bor iiSDodcrn jSadduGees> pot forgetting thoft who dkl 
miftakc ^ !(6it)tthing,of Heathenifib for Chriftianity» 
;and wiK) are fjOtr reducing xheir Redeemer to ibk level 
rlHiAi a &o§r^e^ or Pl^o at the head Pf a fcft. Thii 
4[;Qpd man I pcopofe to trace with regard to his ftatioa 
.and cckiditipD in life ; to n^ehtiori briefly his writings^ 
;«nd ih<: cotxtcoverfies h« wad engaged in \ with a kiif 
^neinsr^da of fuch yircuca and Chriftian graces, as h^ 
pofiefsM in ah exemplary and tranfcendent degree; 

;NxtHANAEt SpmoitfS was born at Cajtar in 
iforth.anfttmfknrt^ a few miles from Peterjburgb^ on the 
:i;onfioes of Hminsdof^tii in the ciofe of the yeaf 
^f>5%i o'' (be bc^nning of 1654. He was the elde(l 
furviving foil of the reverend Mr. Ed^Und Sfdnckes^ 
redor oij^gt^ and MUrtba the elded daughter of 
^hoihas Elmes^f Lilfirdm Hnniingdofifinre, Ek{i 

Edmund^ our autbor^s 'father, appears to be a fia« 
twc of .NtW'.E^gkmdj and is faid to have come from 
Jbhence with DnPatriAs ^fcerwardsjBiibopof £^: how-^ 



ci^cf , hewds a ptthn of good litcratOrt, irid forWfrf 5 
but my intended brevity confines me to fay tranfientlj. 
that his difcharging the relation of chaplain commend^ 
ably to Mr. Elmes^ introduced him to the happinefs of 
an agreeable companion for life, with feven hundred 
and fifty pounds, and near an hundred pounds per arm* 
in terra firma at Warmington. This is manifeft from 
undoubted' inftruments now in my pofTelfion ; which 
likewife prove, that he was enabled, with the acceffion 
of his own fortune, to fupport his family in a reputa- 
ble manner -, and, befides the liberal provifion he made 
ior our author as firft-born, to give four younger chil- 
dren above four hundred pounds apiece. I ought not 
to omit one other circumftance, which every reader ia 
left to pafs his judgment upon : Edmund liv'd in trou- 
blous times, and warp'd fo far in the great rebellion, 
that he took the folemn league and covenant ; and 
was poffefs'd of the reftory of Cafior annex'd to the 
Bifhoprick of Peterjburgb^ the Sec being vacant 1648 ; 
but I have this to fay for him plena ore^ that when be 
was removed foon after the reftoration, even before 
the Bartholomew a£t took place, he conftantly con- 
formed to the Church of England ; and feemed only 
to decline his minifterial function, becaufe a man wbo 
took oppofite oaths, had tbefentence of guiltinefs prth 
ceeding againft him. Edmund died at fVarmington 1 67 f , 
and Martha 1693 ; as I prefume from the probat of 
EdfHund*s Will, and the letters of adminiftration grant- 
ed after Martha's death* 

1 was much puzzled to find, where our author laid 
the foundation of that noble (IruAure which in progrefs 
of time was raisM upon it| but at laft I was informed 
that he was indebted, for his claflical learning, to the 
reverend Mr. S* Morton^ reftor of Haddon^ who is men- 
tioned in the father's will. « Item^ I defire and con- 
** ftitutc (fays the clofe of Edmund^ will) my loving 

* friends Samuel Morton clerk, and reftor of the parifli 

• church of Haddon^ in the county of Huntingdon^ and 
*'al(b my very much refpef^ed coufin Mr. Richard 

« Cowper 
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* Cowper clerk, and re^or of Long Orion and Buttolpb 

* Bridge^ in the county of Huntingdon, to be the over-' 

* feers of this my laft will and teftamenc/ 

Our author's childhood was fpent in every proper 
part of education ; in which religion was confider*d 
as the unum neceffariuntj and not as an accident or 
matter of form. This appears from memoranda under 
his own hand, or an * Account of remarkable paflages, 

* wherein the good providence of God has more (jg- 

* nally (hewn itfclf towards me or mine, and for which 

* I mod heartily blefs and praife his holy name.* 

* When a child, I fell from a bell-rope in Caftor 

* church, and bruis'd my head very much : but, J . 
« thank God, I recovered welfof it. 

* At fix years old I was run over by a horfe, but 
« had Jittle hurt, 

* At fVarmingion^ when a boy, I very narrowly 

* efcapcd fhooring Robert Bond with an arrow, which 

* 1 fear might have kill'd him, had it hit him.' 
Thefe things may appear as minutU to narrow an4 

undifciplin'd fouls ; but they difcover an infancy under 
the reins of difcretion and the power of religion ; for 
|f thefe deliverance;^ had not made a lading impreflloQ 
ppon him in his childhood, they fcarce would have 
l)een r^colleftcd when he iarrived at man's eftate. 

We muft here leave our author, under Mr. Morton*^ 
Jnftrudion. For, 

I have not been able to recover any thing additional 
concerning him, till we find him at the Univcrfjty of 
Cambridge : Yet I (hall mention a pafTage out of the 
father's' cpdicil to his will, figned before his fon's ad- 
fnilTion in t^e Univerfity, which is convincing to me, 
(hat he was originally devoted to the altar, fo far a$ 
parental authority could dire£l : * liem^ I give all my 

* books to my eldeft fon Natbanael, if he live, and 

« be a Mafter of arts, and a minifter.' A^d I conr 

ceive the following clayfc will pafs for evidence that 
(he father had a well -fraught (ludy at that time, 

* Provided, that thp* Nat^anael be Matter of A^ns^ 

B 3 ^ and 



f 4nd a piiriifter,^. yet if anothef ht -he the fai^ 

^ Natbanaelih^li give to any thatfball tea minifter* 
f of his thrcfc brothers, cither books to the value of 

• twenty pounds, pr twenty pounds in mon^y tp buy 

• him books, at the choice of hini who is to receive) 

• them or it.* 

Before the ag6 of fifteen oijr ^pfhof ^as admitted 
into the royal and much honoured foundatiotl of TH* 
nity college in Cambridge : it appears froip iht college 
iregifter, that he was committed to the care of Mr. Satn-^ 
higgi ^2 March 164.?-. He was matriculated the 5^ 
JFollowing : JtJ'atp. Spinchs Coll. Trin. quadrantarius adz 
imffus in tnaiticulam Acad. Cant. Jul. 9, J 670. * Thi^ 
U copied from the public regifter of the Unlverlity. 
in the year 1 67 1, our author's circuthftances were con- 
siderably iipprov'd by the death of hi^ father j fdr the 
probat pafs-d the feals of the prerogative court of 
Canterbttry 1 1 Aug. in that year. He had his father's 
frolleAion of books intife : h^ had Ihtff^armington eftate^ 
before-mentioned, with Tome incumbrance : he had 
one hundred pounds charged upon Ulford: he had bc- 
jqueathed to hini * All that land in Ireland in King^i 
^ County^ which is now in the pofleflion of the heirs or 
afligns of Thomas Vincent^ fome time alderman o^ 
London^ which is due to me according to a writing 
figned by him, &r. this 1 give to him and his heir$ 
forever. Item^ I give (fays the father's will) to 
the faid Natbanael Spimkes^ ail that fifty pounds 
more or Itfs, with the profits of it, that is in the 
iron-works In Ne^Englavd^ acknowledged received 
by John Pecccky then Reward of the company, and 
living then in London^ his acquittance bearing' date 
March 19, 1645' P^^* ^ &'^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^Y fon 
Nathanaely all thateftare, whatfoever it be, that fall* 
ech to me, or (hall fall to me, in New-Englandy as 
joint-heir, with Jcbn Kaylor of Bcfion in Uncotn/birel 
to Bpmface Burton how or late of Bcfion in New-Eng-^ 
fandy my uncle and mother's brother, and only bro- 
thcT.' And bcfides all this, he had the fair expert- 

ance 



fnct of his mother*s l?le(Hng, who, as Ihc appears to 
be eldeft daughter and coheirefs of the family of the 
Elmes*^ aforemid, was plentifully provided for. 

This acceflion of fortune however did not fink or 
foeth him into indolence, nor buoy or blow him up 
into profgfenefSf The manure was fpread upon good 
ground : the rich foil and found feed promife a reward 
to the reaper's hand. A^iitv he had pafs-d about two 
years and a half jn Trinityj lilce many pther generous 
plants, which take deeper root, and fpread the better, 
merely for their removal, he was tranfplanted to Jefus 
college in the fame unlverfity. Naibanael Spinckes Norlb- 
amplonienfis^ Jilius Edmundi Spinckes clerici defunSi^ an^ 
ntfm agens decimvn^ oSlqvum^ f^fitawn per duos annos 
iComtnoratus eft in coll, S. Trinitatis^ examtnatus &^^^a«- 
Ifaius^ admtfu^ eft in commenf, inferieres^ fuh tutore fuo 
Magiflro Wroe^ OHobris 12, 167a. Regr. Coll. Jef. 

Jf we may bint at the motives which determined 
our author to change his college, I think I have hear4 
him declare, the provifion made for him by his father: 
rendered him incapable of preferment in 7r/»//ycolIegp, 
according to the ftatuces : and he fcems to be farther 
tempted to make this exchange by the profpeft of ^ 
Ruftat fcholarlhip ; for nine days after he was adopted 
into 7(/^ college, the learned fociety bid him welcome, 
by chufing him upon that foundation. 

QShMs 21,1 67a. Natbanael Spinckes admjfus eftpTQ-: 
^ationarius ex fundatione Tobi^ Ruftat jirmig. 

Maii 20, 1673. Jwaf. &f admift. ffbotaris. Regr, 
Acad. 

' This was for his honour ; for the fcholars of th^t 
^ foundation undergo a very ftrift examination, and 
* afterwards are prob<^tioners for a year. And as thefc 
•^ fcholarfliips arc the belt, fo the fchobrs are com- 
^ monly the beft in college, and fp reputed,' as my 
much honoqr'd friend the reverend Mr, Tbomas Baker^ 
p. D. — of St. Join^^ college, pbferves at the foot of the 
regifters above-mentioned. Btfides I underftand the 
^X2^(ninat^on p/ Mr. Ruftat'% fchol^fs to be annual, fo 
? 4 |o°g 
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Jpog as they retain their fcholarfhips, which is a guar^ 
'againft negligence, and a fpur to proficiency 5 and the 
f rial of their fufBciency and progrefs is made by no Icf? 
pcrfons than the vice-chancellor, theprovoft ot King\ 
and the mafter of Trinity college* 

Before pur autjior took his fir ft flegrce, J conceive 
I have heard him acknowledge that he was one of 
the public moderators at philofophicai difpucations ; 
which office is now conftantly fupplicd by a Mafter of 
Arts : and this bears teftimony that he )yas remarkable 
for his academical, as his examination when candidate 
for the Rujiat fc|iolar(hip vouched for hi§ clafllcal, 
learning. 

After this I find no particulars of his conduft till 

Jnno 1 67^, NatbanaelSpinckes^ col. Jef.jirt, J^ac. And 

His letters of ordination (hew, that he was made 

Peacon by Dr. Henry Common Bi(hop of London^ in tKc; 

fhapel of London boufe^ on the twenty-firft of M/y 

J 676, in the firft year of his tranflation. 

Anno 1677- Nathanael Spinckes^ coll. Jef. Art. il^. 
l^egr. Acad. So that he took his degrees of BatcheTor 
find Mafter of Arts regularly ; but I do not know 
Whether he had any other favours beftow*d upon him 
itj the JJniverfity. I incline to think that his fame, 
friends, and fortune in life, powerfully call'd him into 
the world very early •, and his firft landing was, as t 
conceive^* at Sir Richard Edgccmb*i of Mount Edgcomb 
in Devonjhire^ whofe chaplain he was for fome time j 
|3Ut I can't afcertain the dace of his reccptibh or ftay 
with that worthy family. 

On the twenty-fccond of December \ 6^%^ he was a4- 
mitted into Priefls orders by Dr, Thomas Barlow Bifhop 
of Uncoln^ in the church of St. Margaret^ IFeJiminfier^ : 
as appears from his letters of orders. And now the 
city fet on an hill cannot be hid : his judgment and ap- 
blication, aflifted by his talent of memory in an un- 
common degree, prepared the fky to dawn forth into 
i bright day. For . 
'' - '^ Early 
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Early in the following year we find our authof 
placed at feterjham near Richmond \ which I colledk 
Jroin this title under his own hand : « A Pradlical Expo^ 
i^ ficion of the Church -Catechifm, begun ziPeterJhamj 
f May, 25, 1679.' And again an year after, from an 
indorrement upon his Priefts orders : ' Exhibit, in trim- 

• nali Vffitatione domini Georgii, fFinton. Epi/copi^ tenta 

* 25 Maii 1680. Roi. Chapman regr. deput.* 

I am the morecircumftantial in thefe particulars for 
two reafons, which I (hall briefly mention. This Expo- 
iitioq of the Church^Catechifm, undertaken a very few 
iponths . after he was in Priefts orders, difcovers a 
iiialierly judgment, and great extent of reading ; our 
author appears, from this performance, as I may fay, 
in his minority, to be an excellent claflical fcholar, to 
have digefted all the Greek and Latin writers of the 
church, theological, critical, and hiftorical, down to 
LaHantius^ and to have extracted and realized to pur* 
pofc the beft of our Englijh divines : A circumference 
yrhich a worthy induftrious man may not be able to 
^raw at an advanced age. I intend for the common 
intereft of religion, and in juftice to our author, to 
inake the world judge of this performance, if I can 
perfeft it from his own papers j which hitherto I have 
hot been fo fortunate to effcdt. 

Again, in this ftage of our author, while at P^/^^m, 
he is made chaplain to the dpke of Lauderdale^ and, 
which was his great felicity at his entrance into public 
life, felfow-chaplain with the moft learned and reverend 
Dr. George Hickes y between whom there continued, 
fo long as life lifted, that harmony of afFedions, and 
that zeal and unky of counfels for the glory of God, 
and welfare of mankind, that they might be faid to he 
lovely and fleafant in their lives. 
' ' Our author's gratitude to Heaven appears thro* every 

5 period of his life in ftrong colours : tor he does not 
brget to fay thus about 1682 : * I had an efcape in a 

* coach, with Mrs. Hickes and Mrs. Stone on Madams* 

• ccurt-hill^ when our horfc^s ran away with us, and 

! had 
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« had almoft thrown ih« coachman out of his bo:r, yet 
^ ftopped cKemfelves in the middle of the hill.' Such 
mmcranda as thcfCj Ijkc the Jewiftf phyladcrica, were 
frequently in bis fight : and every devout perfon of 
common underj[l4nding will recolledl their ufe. 

After the death of the duke of Lauderdale^ hi$ pa* 
troa» in 1682, he feems to have made no long ftay 
at Peterjbam \ tor I Bnd him officiating at St. Stipben\ 
IValbrooky in London^ 1683, 1684, 1685. 

In SepL 16^5, the dean and chapter of Peterjbitrgb 
gave our author the redory of Peakirk cum Gfynton^ 10 
the county of Northampton. The Sec of Pcterjbwrgb 
being then vacant, 1 prefume the jurifdiftion or fpirf- 
dualities belonged to Dr. Sancrofi^ ArchbiOiop of Cm- 
tirbury\ who confequently granted inftitution to our 
author. The barbarifm, at ieaft inaccuracy, of many 
of the forms of inftitution and other public inftruments 
teiating to ecclefialtical affairs has frequently given of- 1 
fence, and even been improved to banter and reproach 
vpon feme of the order. To ren>edy this incODV^nience, 
and CO wipe off the duft ^nd rubbi(h which was fettled 1 
^upgn them in crsA of time, this great and good Arch- \ 
(>iihop, having relblv*d upon a reform, caird ia 10 1 
his afliftance perfoos of the beft literatujie and oiceft | 
judgment in the laws, that while he was adorning the 1 
fronts he might not weaken the foundation. This de* \ 
lign I prefume he coenpfeated ; and I conceive, were 
the public inftruiaDcnts lo the later part of this Arch« 
bifhop's time colki^ed^ they would in perfpicuity, 
heauty, and force, excel i)ny that ever appear'd in the 
ChriAian world. The Aibfti^nce o^ thfis account I re- 
ceived many years ago, from that worthy &nd very 
^eat man, in his profefii^n et'peciaUy, Sir Ricbari 
Raines , Judge of the Pjicrogati ve CoHrt pf Canterbury^ 
who was the principal of thofc confulted by t^ic Arch- 
bifhop on that occafion. However, I flial\ need no.; 
apology for fubjoining the form of our author's infti- 
tution, carefully copied from the original 5 which at 
once preicrves the memory of his benctaflors, and may 

likewjlc 



IflLenrife be a touthftone to examine the truth of what ^ 
I have advanced : 

* ^^ Archiepifcopus, totius Angtia; Primas & Mc- 
« tropolitanus. Sit quern omnls Sromnimodajurifdidtia 
< Tpiritoalis feccclcfiaftica, qusfc ad Epifcopum Petri- 
f burgenfem fcde plena pertinuit, ipfa fcde jam va- 
« cante notorie dignofcicur pertinere, SXltttO nobis in 
« Chrifto Natbanaeli 8f inches Clcrico, in Artibus Ma- 
f giftro, S^altttntt, Gratiam^ & Benediftionem. Ad 

* Rcdbriam Ecclefiae parochialis de Peakirk cum Gfyn- 

* tan DioBcefcos Petriburgcnfis noftraeque Cant* pro- 
f vinciac jam vacantem> fA9 quam per Decanum & 
f Capitulum EcclcfiasCachedralis PetriburgenfisyVeros 

& indubitatos (pleno jure) paironos ejufdem, nobis 
prsfentatus exiftii, ^t primitus non folum de agno- 
fcetido Regiam fupremam authoritatem & potefla- 
tern in caufis ecdefiafticis Sttemporalibus, ac de refu- 
tando, recufando, & renohciando omni & omnimoddb 
jurifdidioni, poteftati, authoritati, & fuperioritati 
fbraneiS) ac de fidelitate 6c altegiancia eidem Regis 
Majefttfti praeftandis, juxta vim, formam & effeftum 
ftatuti parlamenti hujus inclyti Regni Anglise in ea 
parte editi dc provifi, necnon de legitima & canonica 
obcdientia Nobis & fucceflbribus noftris Archicpif- 
copls Cantuar* & Epifcopis Petriburgen* pro tempore 
exiftentibus in omnibus licitis & honeftis per ^i 
prasltanda & exhibenda, verum etiam quod, nulla 
fvmoniaca conventione feu pravitate fupcrveniente. 
%i ad diftam Redoriam promoveri procurafti, feu 
%t fciepte yel alTentiente alius quifpiam procuravit 
juxta Canonem in ea parte editum & provifum ; SLH 
fanftaDei Eyangelia ritejuratum admittimus, ^tq*; 
Rcftofem ijufdcmi ac in & de eadcm, cum fuis juri- 
bus, membris, & pcrtincritiis univerfis, inftituimus 
canonicc & inyeftimus,'curam & regimen animarum 
omnium parochianorum ibidem ^^ibi in Domino 
committentes, & committimus per prxfcntes, juri- 
•^ '^ 4 bus 
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< bus Archiepifcopalibus Cant' & Epifcopalibus Pa* 

* Cfiburgen* & ecclefiae cathedralis & mctropoliticaj 

* Chrifti Cantuar* & ecclefias cathedralis Petriburgcn* 
^ dignitatibus & honoribus in omnibus Temper falvis. 
« in €ai'JL0 i&zi CeSimomum JTigillum (quoin hac 

♦ parte utimur) prajfentibus apponi fecimus. SDat^ 

• decimo ftprimo die menfis Septembris Anno Domini 

♦ Millefimo Srxcentefimo Octogedmo Quinto, nofr 
f crasqge Confecradonis anno Odavo. 

Radulphus Snowe 1 

&f \RegiftrarH. 

Edmundus Sherman J 

fbo. Pinfold^ Surr. 

Our author married Dorothy^ the daughter of Wil^ 
Sam Rutland^ citizen of London^ fome time after he 
was rector ot* Peakirk^ and before he was prebendary 
of Sarum. With her he had i ooo /. and the good qua- 
lities of a fenfible, obliging, and indudrious wife. 

July 21, 1687, after the refignation of the reverend 
Mr. i'imothy Morton^ our author obtain^ a prebend ia 
(he church of St. Mary Sarum^ called M^jor Par$ 
Altar IS : during phc indjfpofition of Setb^ BiQiopof 
that See, the inftitution, or inveftiture, is given by 
Robert Woodwards L.L.D. and vicar-general of the 
Pifhop, afterwards dean of that church. Accordingly 
our author was inftal}*d four days after, on July 25, 
5©ntn(bUS( ad quos hoc prafens fcriptum pervenerit. Sci- 
ATjs quod venerabilis vir Nathanael Spinckes inftallatus 
fuit Prabendarius Prabenda Major is Pars Altari^ 
in ec(left4f caihedrali beat a Mari^ virginh Sarum^ alf 
antiquq fundat^^ vicejinfo quinto die menfis Julii^ anno 
Dom. 1^87. lia fejior, Geo. Frome, Not' PubF^ ^c. ' 
' On the 24j.th of September 1687, our author was infti- 
tuted to the reftory of St. Martin^ Sarum^ in the county 
of IVilts^ by Dr. ff^opdward aforefaid ; the patron who 
prefcnted was Francis Hill^ Efq; Mr. Spinckes fccmj 
t^ have been induced O^ober i o following, 

^ Pa 
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On the ayth of September^ in the fame year, he '^H 
licenced to preach, Qc. at Stratford fubter Caftrum, or 
Undercaftle^ in the county of ff^ilts ; for which he had 
the ftipend of 80/. per ann. paid out of the redory, 
appropriated to the dean and chapter. And he I am 
told was perniitted to reap the profits of this curacy 
till the year 1702. 

So far as I can form a judgment from the accounts', 
he received no profits from his prebend after ih!\% article 
from his colledor: < Memorandum^ I have coHeAed,- 

* for Mr. Sfinckes^ 9/. \6s. lod. due to him for Pente- 

• coji money for the year 1 690, &?f .* And a very re- 
verend and worthy member of that church is pleased 
to inform me, that Mr. Thomas Smithes admifiion was 
Jan. 20, 1690, and thac he * finds by the Biftiop's [Dr. 
^ Burnetts'] mandate to the dean and chapter, Mr. Smitb 
'' was collated to that prebend upon the deprivation of 
^ Mr. Spinckes for his not taking the oaths.' 

Our author's fortune, time, and ftudy, were never- 
thelefs employed in ferving his fellow-creatures^ and 
Chriftians : He went about doing good. 

* OSober 1 1, 1704. I had a very great efcape out 
qf a mine at Bwlcbjr Efiyr byr^ when my breath 
was quite fpent, fo that 1 thought I fhould never 
have reached the top* Blefied be the name of God 
for fuch abundant goodnefs 1 And O that I may have 
a continual fenfe of it upon my mind ! AmenJ^ 

* OSober 13, 1706. My houfe was wonderfully pre- 
ferved from burning, by my awaking about four in 
the morning, and fmelling the fcent of burning linen, 
which proved to be the maid's apron, that had been 
fmothering till that time, and never broke out into 
a flame. And the providence of God is the more 
remarkable in this, that, had my wife and I lain 
that night in our ufual bed, I had been at too greac 
a diftance, to have fmelt any thing of this fire ; but 
the wafhing of the room made us lie a floor higher, 
and fo I came to make this difcovery.* 

' And 



< An^ O lluit I majr be duly fenfible of the g^^ 
^ goodnefi of God to oae and mine heneio, »iid tnilf 

* diankful to him for it. Amm: 

^ Juguji 9, 1708. My fon iK^^/bfiviog fua fiw;»f, 

* with a defign ao more to return hotnei was, by Uic 

* goodaefs of God to hjm» ftf uck wkh 4 fenfe of hii 
« folly and undutifulnefs, and refolved, like a true 
« penitent^ to confe6 his fauk, and beg pardon for ir^ 
4 and CO promife ameodmenc for the future 1 which 

< he did freely of htmfelf, the next morning \ for jaei- 
« cfaer his mother fior I had known any thif^ of his 

* attempt/ 

« BJeOed be thy Name for this, O Lord God I And 
^ I moft humbly bcfeech Thee to fee home )m coovic- 
« tions upon him, that a ckie ieafe of them may ft- 

* main upon turn all his days/ 

^ The 29th of the lame month my fon fP'iUism fell 

* out of a caitement two ftories high, and through the 

* wonderful providence of God was taken up without 

< any ocmfidttaUe hurt, though lying and gnoaojug 
4 upon the pitched flreet^ and fio .doafchs on him Auit 
^ his ibint and flaokings.' 

^ fiieiied and for ever pcatfed be the name of K^od 
^ Sot b xnicaoubus a deliverance ! And O that wid 
^ mBfy all be unfdgaediy thank&il to him for it !' 

in chos mterral 1 find our author'^ (^cumiftiances 
were reduced to a hm ebb 9 and yet ht nerained ad 
habitual conviftinh /upon faisiown jDind^ (jiati AJs mori 
il^Jid ifigive than Uncme. If he had iBOt lange£ims 
Jo cafi intv fbeinqfiiry^ yet he muft throw inUsmUe: 
md when he OMild not .miniflsr >tD«the bodily fuitfilks 
Mf the faints^ hectRned his bounty intp another<Ghannd,' 
and profmooed a mone extenfive ^od, in faonwarding 
^t publication of many exceUem books^ foch as Dr. 
^Orai^e\ Septuagint^ Mr. Nmuurt^ Refertmmm^ Mr* 
^H^weH Canvm^ fiilfaop PoUerh Ckmsm jilexandrmmi 
.and Dr.Walker^s Sstffmtigs eftbe CUrgy. This I haam 
from (hort referenceaaixiiuAesaa hia^ownhand^vtatiing; 
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' The f call of Afcenfion, being June j, 1 7 1 j, t h4w 
ieen ah inftrumenc of this dace under the feal and figrf 
manual of Dr. George Hickes^ there ftyled Seffragan 
Bilhop of Tbetford^ and two aflbciates, together with 
other proper atteftations, ^itnelTing that our autho( 
was confecrared Bifhop on thil day. And it was known 
to be Dr. Hickes^% declared and repeated judgment, that 
tio man understood church -difcipline better, or waft 
better qualified to be a Church-gorernor, than Mr^ 
Spinckes. 

Great regard is due to andent and intitiiatc friend- 
ihips I and as Mr. Spinckes was more forward to ac«* 
knowledge pail obligations, than to invite frefh fa-- 
tours, I may be permitted to mention a very feafon- 
able and generous benefadion of Robert Nelfon^ Efqi 
to our author. This worthy perfen, poffibly appre- 
hending that our author's condition in life was de- 
{)reffcd by depending upon "his judgment in fome fecu- 
ar affairs, bequeathed to him bytiis laft will one hun« 
dred pounds of a fpecial denomination ; which i con^ 
celve was paid on Feb. 16, 1714, wiA the adva4)ce 
of twenty -tliree pounds intcrcft : which liberai fupply 
contributed very much to make Mr. Spinckes eafy. 
^ April 11^ ^7^9- A glafeof wincatcoufiniTtf/tors 

• going wrong, 1 was feized with ftich a fit of cough* 
' ing as ftrangled me^ ib that 1 fell down as dt^ 1 
« buc, blefled be God ! being taken up, I foon reden 
« ver*d my breath, and went home well. For whick 

• deliverance tnay God be for ever praifed^ and may 

• i always make a right impro^^ement of it !* 

« Feb. 14, ;t7ix. 1 was cut of a fiftula, of which, 

• by God^s Wcfling, I have bWh ^cll recovered.* 

• For this thy great and undeferved goodnefe I defife 

• toblefs thyName, OLord, and to 'fliew forth thy 

• praTfc. Andl humbly beg, that 1 may have grace » 
« Ihcw forth my unfeigrted graritudchya trulyChriftiaii 
< improvement of the addition tfiadc to nry life, how 
« long or fhort focver it may prove. This I begthro' 

• Jtfus Cbr^ o\jLt Lord andxjhly Saviour. Amen^ 

• Jan. 



I xiiv } 
* Jan. 1724. Having been fcized with a powerful 
^ afthma, fo that I thought my(elf upon my dying 

* bed, but by the ufe of Dr. A^^i^^r/^s prefcriptions, 

* and the blelTing of Ood upon them, 1 recovered in 
^ part, fo as to be able to take a jdurnev to Basb and 

* Brijiol^ to drink the waters there ; from whence, 

* bleffcd be God I I returned^ thought to be recovcr'd; 

* however, in i better mcafure of health than when 1 

* fet out, and fo continue this 7th day oi February 1 724. 

* For which all praife, all glory be to God !* 

But of the many fruits of his virtuous love, he only 
kft behind him 

Anne the wife of Anthony tope^ Efq; of Great PcuUe- 
fiey-Jireet : and 

fVilliam Spinckes^ Efq; whofe indortry arid abilities' 
the providence of God has been pleas'd to reward with 
a plentiful fortune. 

Affeftion moftly refcmbles heavy bodies 1 it defcend^ 
with a centripetal force, but rarely afcends 5 however,* 
in this inftance the filial duty di(lingui(hed itfelf. 

1 faw our author dying : he died as he lived, witti 
fuch rcfignation and ferenity^ as reminds m^ of, TbanU 
be to God^ who giyetb us the viSory^ &c. 

II. We (hall now take a (hort view of our author, 
and furvey him in his writings, and intelieftuai capacity. 
He was ever remarkable for fpeaking as he thought, 
and for writing as he fpoke. He purpofely avoided all 
ornament and drefs in his ftyle \ and this wa$ greatly 
ferviceable to him in the difcharge of his minifterial 
function, and perhaps not lefs beneficial to his audi- 
ence in his public difcourfes : for having sCn happy 
memory, fupported by a maftcrly judgment, he gene- 
rally preached without the trouble of reducing his 
fermons into writing : and this I have from living 
teftimony, while he was lefturer and curate of St. 
Stephen* %y IValbrook ; and from better evidefice ftill, fo 
far back as April 18; i6y^^ being Good-Fridaj that 
year : on which folemnity his fermon at Peterjbam^ fo 
far as he committed it to writing, confifted only of 



JKveh fiibri:imes, or heads of his fubjeft.'. (6 Will 
bfteemed a preacher of the firft rank. 

Our author had feveral blefllngs, at his entrancd 
tipon life, which may be regarded as fd many inftru- 
inencs or ingredients neceflary for the forming a con-^ 
iiderable man. He had an habit of ihduftry Hvetcd 
in him frotli the beginning : he bad, ih all" appearance^ 
a^ hardy and athletic a cohftittition, ai cah fall to*lany. 
tnan's lot : he had an ufeful and good colledtioii of 
books in his pdiTcflion, as foori as he well knew the 
ufe of books : atid thefe aniitiated by a good difcern^ 
ment and kind of intuition. 

As to languages, he was a very gdod jtidge of the! 
Greeks Latin^ Saxon^ fand French \ and hie. Mras more-^ 
tover a proficient in the feaftern tongues. He ever 
thought and caught, that a nlan's chief tf^cellencc was 
to appear in his proper profefllon t he thought It very 
prepofterous, that the gate Ihobld have bigger di-> 
menOoti! than the city : he thought it preternatural 
ahd monftroui, thMt ao excrelcence Ihbtfld be larget^ 
than the body it adher'd to. He excell'd in biblical 
learning ; efpecially in cafes of confcience. - He read 
the originals of the Scriptures with eate and lihder- 
ftanding. He Was daily tonvcrfant with the Greek 
add Laiin fathers and councils ; he thought it moft 
unrtatural to be dftr anger unto hh brethren^ an alieii 
wkto his mother's children^ Pfal. xlix, 8. He look'd 
upon them as fVoiJ4;;^o/, and l^t^i^yiii^ as hone of hii 
tow, andfiefh of hisflefb : and, tho' now-and-thcn a 
prodigalj or fpcndchrift, or thdngeling, may call theni 
by foul names, yet he knew they were the fons of 
God, tho* ericompafs'd ^ith human infirmities. As 
to the Latin tongue, ne fpoke it fluently, and wrote 
it nervoufly ; but he never conlblted decorations. The 
Saoion tonguci, I conceive, he excelled in 1 he has left 
a Vocabulary behind him in this language^ which ma^ 
poflibly diminifh the value of all the books in thaC 
way, when this fhall be introduced ; at leaft it is Worth 
examining. It may be impertinent to inlift, that hd 
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i|M a oioe jpdgie of the FrAvi^ too^. He made a 
confiderable prog^eft in arkhnaedc, geomttry, aod 
cbrooologjr ; but thefe he only efieem'd as hdps fub- 
ISuriCDC to bis main defign of underftanding the Scrip- 
cures^ tbaiibemm^f OUmajf be finn^bfy fitrm/bed *, 
remeoiberiog ibat iverj man which is inJru3edunio the 

foUA hmgilb/mrth aU rf bis ireafure tbi$igs new and 
0U9 Mate xiii. 52. 

^ When our author's talents and abtlicies for the public 
ifiicharge of his mioiftry were foperiededy at leaft put 
under ^lic difcounwgemen^ he retreated peaceably* 
he fuffimd patiently ; m ccmmiUidbiw$fif^{Mdhis caufe] 
to Urn that jm^ab f^bimfy^ i Pet« iu 23. How- 
cm-, he thought his t^ents were not to be laid up ina 
niqpkin 1 be is ftill to be found among the moft induftri- 
OMs of the hdxMmers : he muft yet give an account of 
his ftewardfliip with regih-d to the Jepqfilum : and the 
following catalogue of his works wiU witnefs for him, 
that» having ]M bis band to tbephi^b^ he did notiku^ 
buck. 

1. Of truft in God: or adifcourie concerning the 
duty of cafting our care upon God in all our difficul-' 
ties, together with an exhortation to patient fuficring 
for righceoufnefs, in a fermon on 1 PeU iii. 14, 15- 
1 ft edit, for IValser Kettkby^ flut-firut^ 1996. 2d edit. 
for Rubard SarCf HMorn^ 17H* 

2. The eflay towards a prppofal for catholic com- 
munion, &r. lately publifhed by a (pretended) mini- 
fter of the church of England^ printed at large, and 
anfwered chapter by chapter* Whereby it appears 
that the author's method of reconciling the church of 
England with the church of Rome is fallacious^ and 
his defign impradicable. Fot Ripbard Sare^ Helborth 
1705. 

3. The new pretenders to prophecy re-examineds 
and their pretences fhewn to be groundlels and falie : 
and Sir it Bidkel^ and A Wbitro convidtcd of very 
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lotil pradlices, in order to the carrying on their im- 
poflure. For Richard Sare^ Holborn^ ijio. 

4. Mr* HoadUfs meafurcs of fubmiflion to civil 
tiiagiftraces enquired into, and difproved. Part I. 
Printed for R. Smithy and fF. ^ajftor^ 17 1 1. 

5. Mr. Hoadky^s meafures of nibmiffion to the civil 
itiagiftrate enquired into, and difproved* Part II. 
Wherein is fhewn, that the refiftance Mr. Hoadky 
has taught is contrary to fcripture, and to the doftrines 
and pradices of the primitive Chriftians, to the doc- 
trine of our own church, and the laws of the land | 
and moreover, that it is not fo neceifary in order to 
the welfare of mankind, as he feems to imagine,— 
ff^ben I cofifider how exprejfy Chrift forbids his difciples 
to rcfift evil. Matt. v. 39. and that condemnation is 
declared the punijhment of it^ I am forced to cry out^ Ob ! 
what times have we fallen in^ in which men dare^ againft 
she exprefs laws of the goffel^ defend that praSice upon 
which God hath pajfed this condemnation I If whofoevcr 
break the Icaft of thefc commandments, and teach men 
fo, (hall be called leail in the kingdom of God ; what 
Jhall their portion be^ who teach men to break one of the 
greateft of thefe commandments, fuch as are the laws 
cf peace and fubjeSion ? And what may we not look for 
from fuch teachers^ who dare tax that glorious doSrine of 
patient fufferingy as brutifh and irrational \ and tbo* it 
pe expreffy faidy 1 Pet. ii* 21. that Chrift, by fuffering 
for us, left us an example how to follow his fteps ? 
f indication cf the Church and State of Scotland. By 
Gilbert Burnet, profeffor of theology in Glafgow^ 
now the l^d Bifbop of Sarum, p. 17, 18. Printed 
for W. Freeman^ at the Bibk^ near Chancery-lane ^ Fleet- 
fir eet, and R^fVilkin^ at the King^s headin St. Paul's* 
Churck-yardi 1712. 

. 6. The Tick man vifited, and fumilhed with inftruc* 
(ipnS| meditations* and prayers, fuitable to his condi- 
tion, for putting him in mind of his change, for fup-* 
porting him under his diftemper, and for preparing 
him for, and carrying him through, his laft confliA 
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f xxviil ) 
^ith death, ift edit, for W. Freeman m Pleei-fttieti 
1 7 1 5. 2d edit, for ^. Twflor in Pater-nofter-row^ 1 7 1 ?i 
3d edit, for ff^. Taylor^ 1722. 

7. The cafe truly dated; wherein the cafe rc-ftatcd 
is fully confider'd. By a member of the church of 
England. Printed for Gecrge Straban^ at the GoldeM 
Bally over-againft the Royal Exchange in CornbiU^ 1 7 14« 

8. A collection of meditations and devotions in three 
parts : I. Meditations on the creation. IL Medita*^ 
tions and devotions on the life of Cbrifi. III. Daily 
devotions and thankfgivings. Reviewed and fee forth 
by Dr. Hickes^ and publi(hcd by N. 5. Printed for 
B. Midwinier^ St. PauFs Church yard^ i7'7* 

9. The cafe farther dated, between the church of 
Rome and the church of England^ wherein the chief 
point about the fupremacy is fully difcufs'd : In a dia^ 
logue between a Roman Catholic^ and a member of 
the church of England. For George Straban^ near the 
Royal Exchange^ 1718. 

10. No fufficicnt rcafon for reftoring the prayers and 
direftions of King Edward the Sixth's firft .Liturgy. 
Parti. ¥oxjohn Morpkew^ 1718. 

1 1. No fufiicient reafon for reftoring the prayers and 
direftions of King Edward the Sixth s firft Liturgy. 
Part 11. For James Betlenham^ 17 18. 

12. No juft grounds for introducing the new com* 
tnunion-office, or denying communion to thofe who 
cannot think ihemfclves at liberty to rejeft the Liturgy 
of the church of England for its fake. In anfwer to 
a lace appendix, and to the learned and reverend Dr. 
BrtU's pofticript. For James Bettenham, 17 19. 

13. The article of the Romijb tranfubftaniiatton en- 
quired into, and difproved, fromfenfe, fcripture, anti* 

quity, and reafon. For John Hooke^ Fleet-fireet^ i7'9« ' 

14. The true church of Englandmanfs companion 
Jn the clofet, or a complete manual of private devo- 
tions : collected from the writings of Archbifliop Laud^ 
Bilhop Andrews^ Biftiop Kenn^ Dr. Hickes^ Mr. Kettlt>^ 
f»ell^ Mr. Spinckest ^nd other eminent divines of the 
* church 
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church of England. By the reverend Mr. Sam. Dowries:' 
vi^h a preface by the reverend Mr. Spinckes. For 
Sharks RivingtoHy in St. Paul's Church yard^ 1721, 

A volume of pofthumous difcourfcs of the late reve- 
rend and learned Dr. George Hickes^ Dean of Worcejler. 
J^eft in the hands of, and now publifhed by, N. Spinckes^ 
M- A. Printed by /F. Bo-duyer^ 1726. ' 
* A colleftion of fermons formerly preached by the 
reverend George Hickes, D. D. London^ printed for John 
ChurchilU at the Black Swan in Pater- nojlcr-row^ ' 7 * 3« 
In two volumes, Thcfe were publiflied by our author, 
Sjis appears from his own preface prefixed to the firft 
volume immediately after the dedication. 

I have reafon to apprehend, that he tranflated fomc 
ofpfiervald^s works from memoranda of his hiaking pre- 
Icnt books ; and that he had made confiderable pro- 
grefs towards a new and much more corredl tranflatioa 
of Dupin's ecclcfiaftical hiftory. He had the diredtion 
in the publication of the fifth and fixth volume of Dr. 
Southh fermons, his ancient friend : but I can come at 
no certainty whether he compiled the life of Bifliop 
StiUingfleet^ as has been reported to me. 

I am divided in my opinion by contrary teftimonieSji 
(b that I cannot tell whether the two following articles 
belong to our author or not. 

An anfwer to all the excufes and pretences, &fr. for 
not coming to the holy communion ; with an account 
pf the end, fc?^. of it, the obligation to receive it,, the 
way to prepare for it, and our behaviour both at and 
^fter it. 

Plain inftryftions for the young and" ignorant, in a 
fcort, &f^, expofition of the church-catechifm. 

in. He delighted in thofe prkiciples and courfes 
which refpefted the univerfal good. 

He apprehended that health was the proper feafon, 
for piety or devotion, and that adtive acceptable obe-», 
4iencc was to be perform*d in the day of ftrength, and, 
pot in the night of difeafe or decay. 
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As to temperance, he was abHetnious to a degree i 
for I remember him in the evening of life, to abftain 
from all meat and drink nourifhing and ftrong ; but 
at the fame time he thought that a man might be in-^ 
toxicated with imagination, pride, or revenge, ^c. 

If our author had any tendency to intemperance, k 
was in his ftudy. This had been the companion of his 
youth, and was the comfort of his ^ge. When the 
caper of life began to burn dim, his regular cufton^ 
was to fpend fourteen or fixteen hours each day among 
his books, unlefs neceflary affairs called him abroad. 
This indefatigable application I prefume (hortenM 
life, and li«lp*d to pull down a ftruf^ure which feem*d 
to be reared for a much longer duration. His me-: 
ihod was to come nigh no fire, having purpofely co- 
vered bi$ (himney with fhelves of books. Wbeq 
afQi&ions fci^*d him, he was refigned, but not ab- 
je£t : be felt thep without impatience, and retreated 
into the ftrong holds of religion to fortify himfelf 
agavnft the feeble infults of the wor]d : he looked up 
to his Redeen^ser, and knew that it was often a mark 
pf merit to be vilely traduced by the unthinking 
many* LorJy forgive tbem^ for they know n$t wba$ 
(bey Jot was his ufual weapon of defence, when he and 
his friends were moft caufelcily tax'd with popery \ 
%vJben the world laid to his charge Phiiigs fbat he knew noU 
Among the unprinted treatifes, which our author left 
behind him, there are in bulk and number againll; 
popery, twice told, more than upon all other reli-. 
gious fubje£ls whatfoever. I recollect chat I have 
heard in his company, and I think from his mouthi^ 
^hc dcftiny of Archbilhop Laud and Dr. Heyluiy^ that 
the one might printu and the other preach, what they 
pleas'd againft popery, yet they were, papifts. Such, 
reafoners are Bt advocates for traorubftanciation. The 
fame dart comes from the fame quiver ftill. J'M 
Romans will come and take away both our place and na* 
tion^ hath been made a Shibboleth and watch-word ; 
^yeral of thofc who could npt readily pronounce it„ 
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have been treated as deferters. And tho' this txar* 
Oiin has been^faften'd upon many of the moft learned; 
zealous, and determined adverfaries of the papifts, 
yec I will venture to fay (lowly, ihould ever the fwetl* 
ings and inundations of the papacy (an herefy or neft 
of herefies batcht to affronc the common (en(e of 
mankind, and to proclaim war againft many of the 
dpftrines and duties of the Gofpel) (hould they ever 
for our fins overwhelm us with an irrefiftible torrent, 
they will not be obtruded upon us by a Ridley, k 
Bancroft^ a Laud^ a Cbittingwortby a Bramballj or an 
Hickes^ but by one of thcfe Synonyma^ a puritan, a 
papifl: with a dilpenfation in his fob, a proteftant in 
mafquerade. 

This may by fome be cenfur'd as a very digrcflion : 
but the failors fay that a becalming at fea is dreaded 
as the greateft diftrefs next to a fhipwreck : I am fure 
the tares were fown while the hufbandman flept \ and 
if it (hould prove true, that the Jefuits and feminary 
priefts in the bills of moritality are twice as many as the 
pari(h priefts, it may now be qucftionM whether our 
fecurity be not greater than our fafety» fince thefe eagles 
ufed to be gathered together where the earcafe is. 

He was a living in{{ance, that the bonds of religion 
may and can furpafs the ties of Be(h and blood. 

He never blamed the age he liv'd in, or fuggefted 
that good men had caufe to repine, as if the rewards 
of the great and virtuous were afljgn'd to Icfs worthy 
perfons : and he indubitably was one of the moft con* 
tented, becaufe he contraAed hi^l delires as to the 
things of life into the narroweft bounds. 

Thole who refign'd or precipitated themfelvei into 
envy and malice, he truly pitied, as knowing thofe 
vices change the man into a monfter, depofc rea(bn, 
by fetdng the head where the heels (hould ftand, and 
drive men to renounce thofe principles whereon both 
perfonal fafety and public good depend : in his chear- 
ful, pleafant, eafy converle, he rated the revengeful 
as ezecudoners, or fini(hers of the law. 
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He thought the greatcft cowards were the moft cruel, 
^nd that the moft covetous were the moft beggarly and 
peceffitpus i if we may invert the conftruftion, as per-* 
fons really jbaving nothings though pojjejfing all things in 
the midft of their s^bundancc. 

His patience under affliftjons and Ipffes of every kind, 
^as great, having gone thro' the trial and excrcifc of 
them fpr alinoft the fpacp of forty years'^ fo that I 
liave no fcruple in my own mind, but that in hitxi 
patience had her perfeSi work. His patience under 
^odily pain; was furprifing to me, I faw him fooii 
after he was cut for a Bftula \ his difcourfe was eafy 
9nd unforced \ a fteady calm and compofure fat on his 
brow, without a wrinkle or wry face : I could no? 
forbear this foliloquy, Either his fenfe of pain muit 
be abated, or he could bear pain beyond other mor- 
tals, or both : and when I faw him dying, he did noc 
feem fo much to fuffcr as to cnJQy his death. 

His mceknefs was fuch, that fhould we form ^ 
Judgment from his carriage, it would be this, that 
•|ie never inct with 4 provocation. I knew him inti- 
mately for about eleven years, and under feveral fevere 
trials of his teipper, but I never faw him angry. \ 
remember, a converfation, in which Dr. Burnet was 
the fubjed, where the tide run pretty high ^gainft thy 
3i(hopi but our author, tho* he had been before the 
pearer^ opm^d ^t i>is moUfth ; when he was importun'd 
to fpeai; his icntiments* he delivered himfelf wit^i fuch 
Authoritative fwectnef$ and candour, that, all things 
<:onGder*d, I think 1 never heard fuch ^miable words 
J)roceed out of any rpan-s mouth, and to this cffc<5t • 
3ir, ithe world fays 1 was injured by Biftiop Burnet \ 
fnother man therefore may fay th^t of him with trutl^' 
p\A decency, which I can't fpeak without the fufpiciop 
of refentfnent. On another occafion, in the plunge 
bf hi^ diftrcfs, a memorable tranfaftipn rifled bis purfc 
of near twenty pounds, and likewife purfiicd him wit^ 
piher outrages which were ruinous to his circumftance^.' 
J^Jy i^tuation was fycb at that tim^, the affair could 
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i^Vfc be cqnccal'd from me. bur author was calm 
frnddifpalTionatc upon the repetition of the catJ^, and, 
jTo far. as \(;m recollcft, with his wonted complacency^ 
thought it ftrange, that (lander, like quickfilver in 
the tube, did noi CmU, jn proportion to the prcfTurc or 
injury. 

As for our author's chrifti^n fmcerity, he fpoke 
and liv'd as he ^rote : and therefore I can't do him 
betterjuftice than to refer the reader to that paflage 
in the Sick Man Visited, where the, water 19 
not troubled with deOgn to choak the fifh. 

Thar ibej^ may Jhew how true [or uprigif\ the I/trd 
ptyftrenglb is^ and that there is no unrighteoujhefs in bim^ 
was trequently in his mouth, and at his heart. This 
was the pattern of his juftice and integrity to his fcl- 
Jow-creatures. If he tranfgrefled juftice in any par- 
ticular, I guefs it was by throwing weight into the 
oppofite fcale, where he was perfonally concern'd. I 
ihall tranfcribe here part of a letter of Mrs. Martha 
Rennet J of Holbeach in Lincoln/hire^ the only furvivor 
of all his father's children. • Among many inftances 
f of his exaft juftice I recolleft this : My father hav- 

• ing by his will bequeathed to me 400/. and charged 
f an eftate ^ith the payment of it, which, as it after- 

♦ wards appeared, could not be done according to the 

♦ ftrift rules of law^— My brother, becaufe he thought 

* it my father's intention that fuch fums fhould be 

• paid out of the eft ate, not only paid me the 400 /• 
*" but 4II intereft from the time it became due to the 
\ tiv^t bf payment ; and I tpake no queftion but he 
« did the fame to three more brothers, who were all 

• alive many years after^ altho*, as above hinted, 

* he needed not to have done fo, the eftate being 

♦ vefted in him as heir a( law, in fuch manner 
« as entirely hindered the opcration|of my father's will.* 
i have fecn" account^ * which contain full evidence 
that all his brothers, met with the fame ufage from 
his hand : and ihould the whole compafs of his ac-- 
fluaintance and intercourfe be furvey'd, I dare fay a 
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fingle variatioii from this pradke could oot be pt)* 
duced. 

Devodon or pnyer aj^sear^d to be a province ia 
ivhich his great ftreng^i lay, as if the bleffing of the 
primogoiiture were enuiled upon this duty : the ie- 
prnihf offtra^tb^ ibe $xcelUmy t^Ugmtf^ and the ac- 
cdhuy ef power. If the Spirit of grace andfuppUcaimi 
wat poured forth upon any in thefe later days, I fee 
no caufe why it Ihould not be afcribed to our author. 
I believe no man living makes a nearer approach to 
Che ftrid literal obfervance of that diredion, Frcrf 
Uliibout ceo^^ than he did. I had frequent oppor- 
tunities of certain informadon as to this fadt. Though 
he was remov'd at the greatefl: diftance from oftenu« 
tioxi, in the performance of this or any other cbriilian 
duty, yet in fecret prayer he often difcovered himfelf 
without defign, and againft inclination : for as in his 
ejaculations bis method was to form the charaAers, 
of which they confifted, gently within himfelf, fo be* 
ing corpulent, and confisquently his vefTels turgid, a 
whifper every now-andrthen efcaped, by which a cu« 
rious obferver had a key to his thoughts, or rather an 
articulation of his words. He had a fingular eafineis 
in converfation, and prefence of mind ; but whenever 
there was a full paufe in the conference, he habitually 
retreated to his beloved exercife of mental prayer. 
And here I may not incur the blame of omitting to 
refer to a place of this book, where our author re^ 
commends a defcription of prayer, which he leems 
to infinuate he got by heart in his youth, and * had 

* fo often thought cMf it, and been pleasM with it, 

* that he was apt to think he fiiould never forget it.' 
Again, as our author was frequent and fervent in his 
devotions, fo he was no lels confcientious in the mat* 
ter and objeft of his prayers. He maintained that 
the chriilian devotions ihould re&mble the Jewilk 
facrifices ; no lame or blind ofierings, for fear fuch 
deceivers fliould iritig a curfe t^on them, and mi € 
hHffiiig. He thought this prevarication betray'd i 
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fcickid heart $/ wiieUtfy or that it difixyvered 4 fe$flk 
$bat erred in their heart. For this itafon he openly 
animadverted upon the Popifli com3ptioos4n woHU^ 
as terminatiag their devotioos on inaofinate things 
and mere creatures : and as falfe attributes or com* 
mendacions are affronts, he more than hinted that the 
faints and angels were aflronted, and the Deity de« 
fpiftd, thereby. This he looked upon as em bmaus 
crimi^ as an iniquity tp he fmfied iy the Judges. He 
muft be a novice or ftranger to Chriftianity^ whp 
doubts that unjuft and facrilegious prayers are pro* 
▼oking in the fight of God % when the Pfalmill car« 
ries tl^ point fo high as to fay, f 1 regard imamty in 
0^ hearty the Isrd wiU wt hear m. All unjuft iacri- 
l^ious petitions therefore, which rob God of the ho* 
nour due to his name, do ox^ literally make the 
hou& of prayer a den of thieves. There can be no 
extenuation of thdr guilt who ofier the unclean and 
the unholy* According to the Pfalmift in our old 
verfioQ, Pial. L i6, &c. they have no title to preach 
God^i lawSf or to take his covenant in their mouths^ who 
baie to he reformed^ wHo caft his words behind them* 
And a greater than the Pfalmift hath inftrudted us, 
chat we have no right to offer a gift at the altar» li 
our brother have aught againft us. Matt. v. 23. God 
decbrea that he lovea juftke better than facrifice \ 
therefore the Popilh facrilegious prayers, which are 
prayers agatnft juftice, are worfe than no prayers, or 
fuch unjuft prayers are more criminal than no facrifice. 
fie that turneth away bis ear from hearing the law^ even 
his fraferfiuiU be (dominations Prov. xxviii. 9. 

Our author was charitable in every fenle, and in 
every degree. He cafi his bread upon the waters : he 
went about doing good to the bodies and to the fouls 
of men : he relieved the neceffitous i he inftru&ed the 
ignorant ; he extended his bounty to thofe who were 
wtbhimt and thofe who were againfi him^ without 
limitation, even returning good for evil. He literally 
fulfilled that precept, Matt, v'u 3. Kf^hen thou doejl 
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4/01/1 let. net thy left-band know what thy right-hanf 
doth: for he received wtth. his left-hand, and diftri- 
butcd with his right, and out of his own fubftance 
gave away more than he was entrufted with, till the 
harrel vf meal wafted^ 'and the' crufe of oil failed: and 
even 'then, by his own diligence, by his wife's induf- 
try, and the liberality^ of a few friends, who gae(s*d 
at bis circuniftanccs, he lived to bis own content, iq 
a reputable manner, in the opinion of the world \ and 
was ftill to the very laft enabled to put in praftice 
that direftion. Freely ye have received^ freely give. I 
am fenfiblc that thcfe things' are contrary to the com- 
mon maxims of life, and to the diftates of 'flefli and 
blood : nay, fome may fay that all this "while he forgot 
his own children^ and hh father's bouft^ .however* by 
the marvellous pr;ovidence of God, hl^ poftepty as 
to temporal riche§ are in .a ' flourifliing cdiidition^ by 
hiany degrees above what he pould fravc'tfeafirt-ed up 
for them, bad he impro\^d and rea'p*d the advan- 
tages of his education, and had he, been the greateft 
worldling. There is (lill an acknowledgment indif- 
penfably due to the rnemory of our author on this 
fubjeft J and that is, amidft this tide of his liberality, 
he was profufe to thofe he took to' be of the houlhold 
of faith. The >yorld may fay and think as they pleafe. 
There was the court of the Gentiles and the SanSum 
SanSorum in the narrow compafs of the Jewifti tem-. 
pie : and let him that thinketh heftandeth^ take heed lefi 
he fall. " . ' : 

The zeal of thine houfe hath eaten me up, and the re- 
proaches of them that reproached thee are fallen upon me^ 
was the fubjeft of his frequent meditation. In all 
paffive virtue he was firm, and calm, and immoveable, 
but in the duties which required adion he was chear- 
ful and vigorous, and zealous; cfpecialiy in the mini- 
flration of his facerdotal office. His graceful per- 
Ibnage and agreeable manner eafily gained him atten- 
tion, approbation, and reverence, in th6 common of- 
fices of life : but when he waited at the altar, eameft- 
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ti^.fe anit ie^rdifplayed thcmfctve?, ItiftVe znBun^dri 
triumphed in every ecftatic and yec compofcd fea* 
ture. I remember what is faid of St. Stephen^ ASs vii 
15. And all that fat in the council^ looking fitdfafilj oit 
bimy faw bis fad as it bad been tbe face of an angeh 
In moft other inftances, I humbly declare myfelf 
doubtful of the reprefentation, as commonly cxprefs*d 
by a glory or luminous appearancp : to me that feems 
to derive from an uncertain and apocryphal original \ 
land though there is no abfurdicy in the alluffon, yet 
there, may be credulity in the faft. There was i 
bodily material light in feveral difpenfations under 
the Old Tcflament^ as in the cafe of Mofes and tht 
cherubims ; and likewife under the New Teftament, 
as at our Saviour's transfiguration, and St. FauV% con- 
Verfion ; and probably thefe was an external fptendof 
about St. Stephen \ yet the reprefentations at large; 
pnlefs they denote and exprefs the happy place t6 
which the faints are gone, before, have no manner of 
foundation fo far as I can learn. The truth and reality 
may poffibly be refolv*d into the aftonifhing make of 
an human countenance. This, like the reft of thft 
compofition, is wonderfully made : and as the face will 
naturally expfefs the intenfenefs of pain without th6 
aid of words or groans ; as malice and rage, in defi'-' 
ance of philofophers and politicians, tho' (ilent and 
inarticulate, will ftart thro* the features, and Ihcw thft 
fiend ; fo Where the whole man, when the reafon, thq 
afFedions, the voice and gefture, where all confffire 
in the worlhip of God, thde naturally raife the CoQn* 
tenance into an innocent, fweet, attraAive, earned, 
ferious, and majeftic joy ; and that, heightened and 
tempered by the influences and emanations of God's 
blelTed Spirit, gives me a ftrong idea of an angelic 
countenance, or a face as it [were ^] badbeen^ tbe face 
0f an angei The text fays of the council irm^eum^ 
they look'd Bxedly and intenfely at St. Stephen: tho* 
perhaps a vifible bodily radiancy would not fo pro- 
bably have raii'd wonder and attention as fright and 
• ?. confofioD. 



confiilimu However this be» I may be permitted td 
iay^ chat our author, efpecially when ferving ac the 
altar, made an heavenly and angelic appearance ) and) 
confidering thofe miniftring fpirits under the moft 
benevolent and actraftive cbarafters by which thqr 
mre defcribed to us, had at leaf): a moral refemblaoce 
of them« in having a venerable z{i^^ fuU of grace and 
tmb. 

Our author in his judgment was unalterably at' 
tach'd to the church of England in her articles, canons, 
fubrics^ and homilies. 

The following charader was given of him in the 
public prints on the mournful occafion of his death. 

< As^ft 1727. On the 28th oijuly laft died the very 
^ reverend Mr. Naibmael Spinckes^ in an advanced 

< age, being entered upon his 74th year. He was 

< low of ftature, venerable of afpaft, and exalted in 
5 his charafter» He had no wealth, few enemies, 
^ many friends. He was orthodox in his faith, his 
« enemies being Jud^s. He had uncommon learn- 
^ ing^ and fuperior judgment; and his exemplary life 
*- waa concluded with a happy death. His patience 
^ was great, his ielf-denial greater, his charity fiill 
* greater : tho' his teoi^ feemed to be his cardinal 

< virtue, (an happy coiyunftion of conftitution and 
* ^ grace) having never been obferv'd to fail him thro' 

f the ftage of nine-and-thirty years.* 

This infcription is on a white marble in the bury- 
log^ground of the pariih of St. Faitb^ on the north 
fide of Si« ?Mf s, iMdoM. 
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DOROTHEA conjunx dile^iffimaz 

^a die a mar it i interitu feptima 
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THE 

Sick Man Visited; 

And farnilhed with 

INSTRUCTIONS. MEDITATIONS, and 
PRAYERS, fuiuble to his Condition, 6?f. 

■ ' ■ ' ■ * ' ■ ■ ■ ■ III I ' ^ 

Of this Life's uncertainty. 

Theophilus. 

OH ! How true is the faying of that holy man 
^ohy that faithful fervant of God, that noble 
pattern of an unwearied patience and refigna- 
tion to the Divine Will ? {a) Man that is horn of a 
woman^ is of a few days^ and full of trouble. He cometb 
forth like a flower^ and is cut down : he fleeth alfo as a 
Jbadow^ and continuetb not. How oft do we all expe- 
riment this frutl> in others ! And how foon may wc 
polfibly do it in ourfelves ! It is not two days fince I 
few our friend Anchithanes^ as to all appearance, in per- 
fcft health, and as like to continue fo as any I know ; 
yet now he fends his fervant for me to leave my bufi- 
ne& and come to him, bccaufe he is very fick, and 
apprehends himfelf not like to live. Such is the frailcy 
of our prcfcnt ftate, and the little reafon we all have, 
to promife ourfelves any long continuance in it. 

This is a very fudden unexpefted alteration, and 
^ plain proof of the juft caufe St. James {b) had to 
compare our Life here U) a vapour that appearetbfot 

ifi) Jobxiv. I, a. {Jb) James iv. 13, 
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a Ikile time^ and then vM^h away. Who imuM 
CTcr place his happinefs in a ftate fo frail, fo Cranfi- 
cory, fo fickle and inconftanr, were it in all other re- 
fpeds ever fo defirable ? {c) fVe have here m abida^ 
dfy^ but are liable every moment to changes and vi« 
ciflitudrs, and tncefibnt approaches towards our latter 
end. How inftantly is our health turned into fick« 
nefs» our ftrength into weaknefs and numerous infir* 
mities, our greateft joy into the depth of fbrrow, our 
hope into defpair, our plenty mto want, our cboiceft 
comforts into difappointments, and our life itfelf into 
death ! See how the rich man in St. Luh^s Gofpel 
delighted himfelf with the thoughts of a fure fund of 
plesmire and fatisfadion, for a long and an eafy life. 
It tranfported him to refied upon the vaft increafe of 
his wealth, the fruitfulnefs ot his ground, and the 
plentiful provifion it had ftored him with: fo that 
now his chief care was how to diipole of what he 
had, that he misht command it upon all occafions. 
Which having firft contrived to do, his next ftody 
would be to folace himfelf in the enjoyment of fo 
fure a foundation of happinefe jfor many years toge- 

S^ther ; till perhaps, worn our with old age, and a gentle 
ecay, he mould, like the patriarch (d) Ifaacy give up. 
the ghofi and die^ and be gathered to his people^ hang 
eld and full of days. For fo fays, our Saviour, (e) He 
thought Within himfelf^ f^i^Sr What Jbdll I do^ becaufe 
Ih^e no room where to befiow my fruits ? And he faidj 
This I will do : J will pull down my barns^ and build 
greater \ and there will I bejlow all my fruits and my 
goods. Jnd I will fay to my fouU Soul^ thou hafi much 
goods Ifiid up for many years ; taie thine eafe^ eat, drink^ 
and be merry. A projcdl the generality of mankind 
would never blame him for! And which there arc 
few that would not be ready to imitate in the lik^ 
circumftanccs ! And yet how fpeedily, and how mi- 
ferably, wa$ he difappointed ! He accounted of years, 
many years to live ; when, alas ! poor man, he had 
(c) Heb. ziii. 14. {d) Gen. xxxv. 29. (/) Lakeadi. 17, 18, ipu 
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i)Q( one day» nor many hours remaining. So our 
Siiviour acquaints us in the following words, wherein 
Ira kt all bis hopes dafh'd at once, with the unwel* 
come news of his approaching end: (/) God faid 
tmtobim^ Thu fooly ibis night Jhall thy foul be required 
(rf $be^ ; then Hxhofe Jball thoje things be which thou hafi 
proftxided? A moft aftoniOiing ftroke! and which 
muft inevitably flab him like a dagger to the heart ; 
that when arrived at the top of his deiired profpericy 
and bappinefs, he fliould be immediately call dowii 
below ail his fears ! Oh ! how fad, how difconfolate^ 
how melancholick, how defperate, mud his cafe be ! 
What me0age to a worldly-minded man like thi^ ? 
A% if it had been faid to him, Thou vain, thought- 
lefs cfeature, thus to lay thy weak defigns for nuigrf 
years to come, and not remember at the fame time 
tfaoo art not fure oi one hour thou canfl: call thine 
own ! It is true, thou haft laid up goods for niany 
]wars, but for whom thou knoweft not -, certainly not 
iof thyfelf. For even this night thou muft be called 
^way» and fo muft leave them to fomebody, that it 
(nay be will neither thank thee for them now» nor 
fliew any regard to thy memory when thou art gone. 
So vain a thing is man 1 We are apt to form our pro- 
je&s, and contrive, and drudge, and toil for futurity ; 
when, for aught we know to the contrary, we are 
upon the very brink of the grave, and ready to drop 
the next moment into eternity. 

— — Haret lateri ktbalis arundo. 

We carry death always about us. 
Such is the weaknefs of our conftitucion, fuch our na- 
tural decays and infirmities, fo many the difeafes we 
are liable to, and fuch the multiplicity and danger of 
cbe outward accidents we are all expofed to, that it is 
a great vanity and ftupidiry to promife ourfelves any 
long continuance here, nothing in the world being 
more certain than "death, nor any thing more uncer- 
tain than the time of it. We know not when our 
(/) Lake xii. ao. 
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Lord will call for us, whether at even^ or at nndmght^ 
er at the cock- crowing^ or in the morning. Hence our 
life is compared in Scripture, to things of the Iea(t 
ftability or duration ; to a {g) Jhip under fail, and an 
eagle upon the wing in purtuit after its prey ; to a 
{b) poft that haftcth by to a weaver^s (i) Jhuttle for 
the quicknefs of its motion -, to a tale (k) that is foon 
told i and, as I have already obferved, to a (/) va- 
pour that appeareth for a little time^ and then vanijbetb 
awaj. And Drexelius juftly enough fees it forth by 
divers fuch refembianccs, as plainly intimate it to be 
of the mod flitting nature that can be ; 

SomnuSy bulla^ vitrum^ glacies^ flos^ fabula^ feenum^ 
Umbraj cinisy punSum^ voXy fonus^ aura^ mbil (»). 
Such as a fleep that is interrupted by any noife, a 
bubble that inftantly ditappears, a glafs that is bro- 
ken in a moment, the ice that neceflfarily diflbhres 
upon the approach of any heat, a flower that pre- 
fently dries up and falls, a ftory that is immediately 
at an end, the grafs that is quickly cut down and 
withered into hay, a fliadow that has no fubftance of 
its own, afhes blown away by every puff of wind, 
a point that has no cxtenfion, a voice that is no 
fooner heard than gone, or any other fort of found, 
the air that is in perpetual motion ; and as if all this 
were not enough to exprefs its vanity and uncer- 
tainty, he concludes in refembling it, at laft, to a 
mere nothing. And agreeably hereto, fays Petrarch^ 
and each one's experience abundantly confirms his ob- 
fervation (»), 

Currimm ad mortem citius vel tardius onmes : 
We are all of us hading to our latter end, and one 
• after another (hall be fure to meet with it. It cannot 
pofCbly be far from any of us {o) ; but may be much 

{g) Job ix. 26. {h) Vcr. 25. (/) Ibid. vii. 6. (i) PWm xc, 9. 
(/) James iv. 14. («) Prodntm. jEtern, c. i. ^ 30, («) De re- 
rocd. utr. fonun. 1. i . dial. 6. {0) Mors, quae propter incercos ca/at 
quotidie imminet, propter brcvitatem vitae nunquam longe poceft 
abeffc- Cic. Tu/c. ^aft. 1. i. c. 38. 
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nearer to the youngeft and mod healthy, than they 

Iceni to imagine, or are aware of. {p) One dietb in his 
full finnpb^ being wholly at eaje and quiet. His breafis 

are full of milky and bis bones are moijiened with mar- 
remo. And another dietb in the bittemefs of his foui^ 
and never eatetb with pleafure. They fhall lie down 
alike in the duft^ and the worms fhall cover them. 
-Whence it nearly concerns all that have any regard 
for their own eternal welfare to be always upon their 
watch, according to that diredion of cur bleiled 
Lord \ (j) Know this, Jhat if the good man of the houfe 
bad known in what watch the thief would come^ he would 
have watched^ and would not have fuffered his houfe to be 
broken up» Therefore be ye alfo ready : for in fuch an hour 
as ye think not, (he Son of man cometh. And that other 
admonition in St. John^s (r) Revelation, Behold j I come 
as a thief . Ble£ed is he that watcheth^ and keepetb his 
garments f left he walk nakedy and they fee his fhame. 

. A furprifing change indeed ! fo very lately healthy 
and ftrong, and now in a weak and dangerous con- 
dition! Oh the inftabiiity of this frail and mortal 
jlace ! Whom would not this provoke to look about 
blip, .and be fo wift as fcrioufly to confider his latter 
endy that fo neither ficknefs nor death may ever feize 
him unprovided for it ? How ought it to banifh all 
vice and wickednefs out of the world, and excite 
people to a conftant holinefs of converfation ! And 
h?>w muft it raifc up in the minds of fuch, who have 
any reniainders of compaflion in thcni, a hearty con- 
pern for thofe they fee or hear to lie under any fuch 
affiiSive vifitation! efpecially confulering they know 
not how very foon it may be their own cafe, inaf- 
much as we have no certainty of our lives, nor indeed 
of our health, fo much as for a day or hour. Where- 
fore I have a great mind to go to vifit this good man, 
as he defires \ to fee how he is, and try if 1 can ad- 
minifter any comfort to him, and to remind him 

{/) Job xxi. 23, 24, 25, 26. (f) Matth. xxiv. 45, 44. (r) Rcf, 
jLvi. 15. 

D 3 how 
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how he ought both patiently and thaiildulljr Co ftb^ 
knit to God's hand, and carefully to prepare btatfelf 
for whatfoever may be defigned for him & fo tiiat kt 
may truly glorify God, whether it be by life or by 
death i and may himfelf be happy In whetherlbever 
of them. But I wait, tho' with fome impatiencaet 
for Timofbeus^s company, whom I am obliged to takft 
dong with me. He is a very good man, and 4§M-- 
fbane^s hearty friend, and withes him as well as any 
one, and, 1 dare fay, would rejoice in good earneft 
CO do him any friendly office. For which reufim I 
have already feot for him, and wonder he ftiys fo 
long. But hold, I fee him coming, and will go meet 
hm. — Excufc me, good fimotbms^ that I have taken 
the liberty to fend for you upon an unes^pe&ed occa- 
iion. 

Timotbeus. 1 rejoice to fee you, TbecpbHus^ in goo4 
health ; and moft heartily thank you for all the «rt«- 
Uties and kindneffes I have received from you^ ever 
iince I had the honour to be known to you, and am 
glad of any opportunity of waiting upon you. But 
may J afk. Sir, why you have feht for me at dii$ 
time ? Is there any thing I can be fo happy ala CD ftrve 
you in ? 

Tbeopb. Have you not hearc} of your friend At 
cbiibanes*9 fudden illnefs f 

Timoth. You furprife me to a great degree : Is my 
^ood friend, and old acquaintance, Ancbitbanes fick ? 

Tbeopb. He is fick, very fick indeed ; and, by his 
tneffage to me, fcerris to apprehend hiipfelf to be 
near his end. 

Timotb. I am inightily concern'd at it, and muft 
Own I conceive it to be the word news I have heard 
of a long time. Sut, as old EH faid, upon SdsmeTn 
acquainting him with God's denunciations agaiftft 
himfelf and his houfe, fo fay I in this cafe, (s) It is 
tbe Lord : let bhn do wbatfeemetb bim good. As every 
j^an \% incirely at God's difpofal, fo ^ould we all be 
(0 I Sam. iii. i^. 

ready 
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#bady at all times to fabmk to whatfoever he *iliall 
^hink & in any cafe to lay t^n us. 

"Himfh. Wt are ail (/) in the Lord's band, as the 
Mof in the baud cf the p^ter^ to order us as he pleafes. 
Ajtt « not therefore be overmuch afflifted fbr what 
lias befallen cur neighbour, that we feem not to ftrivc 
jogaiaft that Divine Will, which we continually pray 
(«) ffuff it dom^ bf ourfeives and all mankind, m 
fttrtb as it is in ieaven^ and go counter to our blefied 
Saviour's example, who prayed to tus Father a little 
before his crucifixion, (te;) mf Father^ if U is pof^ 
:fihU^ Ut ibis wp fafs from me ; neveribeiefs not as IwW, 
Mil as Sbott wili. And again, (x) If tks cup may n§t 
^"pirfs fr§m me^ 4xeepi 1 drink //, tby will ie dme. 

Timesb. But pray tell me, how long has he been 
thus ill ? I never heard a word of it before, and am 
heartily lorry to hear it now. 

Tbtipb. It is not yet two days fince be was ficft 
feiz'd. 

Timotb.. It is much he Ihould be fo quickly weak- 
ened to fuc4i a degree.as you ieem to apprebend. 
. Tbei^n Not at all, confidering the mechanifm of 
the human body, the variety of its parts, and the 
nicenefs of ks contexture, which, like a clock or 
watch of divers motions, is eafily put out of order 
by every accident. 

Timtib^ Will your occafions permit you, Tbeopbi- 
lusj to give him a vifit ? 

fbeopb. It was for that purpofe I fent to defire 
your company. 

Timoib. I am ready to wait upon you whenever 
you pleafe. 

tbeapb. Then, if you think fit, we wilLbe going as 
fall as we <5an. You know how truly chriftian an aA 
It is to vifit and comfort the fick and weak. The 
wife fon of Siracb invites to it, as not only a com- 
mendable, but a profiuble and advantageous practice : 
(/) Pail not to be witb tbem tbat weepy and mourn with 

y) Jer. xvui. 6. («} Mattk. vi. lo. {vi) Ibid. xxvi. 39. 
ix) Ibid* ver. 42, 44. {j) Ecdss vii. 34. 
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them that mourn. Be not fiaw to vifit tbefick ; for ebai 
Jhall make thee to be bdoved. And our chriftianicj 
teaches us, chat ic is one of thofe duties, which being 
performed out of obedience to our Lord's command, 
is fure to be rewarded at the laft day, with no ]e& 
inheritance than that of the kingdom oft heaven; as 
whofoever pleafes may fee, in that awakening accounc 
our Lord himlelf gives us, of the final Judgment to 
be pafled upon all mankind, (x) Then jhaU the King 
fay to tbem on his right-hand^ Ceme^ ye bUffed of my Fa^ 
tier J inherit the kingdom prepared Jor you from the be^ 
ginning of the world. And the reaibn of this his fa^^ 
vourable fentence you have in the two next verfes ; 
{a) For I was an hungredj and ye gave me meat \ J 
was thirjly^ and ye gave me drink ; and amongft other 
good deeds, JwasjSck^ and yt. vetted me. \ Not chat 
this office was performed to our. Lord himfelf in his 
own perfon ; but that being done to his. poor fick 
members^ he is pleas'd to interpret it, as tho'.it had 
been done to himfelf. For fb it follows, {b) Verify 1 
fay unto youy inafmuch as ye have done it unto one. of tie 
leaji oftbefe my brethren^ ye have done it unto me. Cbri^ 
being our head gracioufly reckons ^11 kindnefles.done 
to any the meaneft of his members, as done to bimielf, 

Timoth. Yes, to his poor members, fuch as ftand 
in need of our charity and relief, that we not barely 
vifit them, but make fome provifioa for the .fupply 
of their (Ireighcs, 

Thecpb. But is this all that, you take to be here 
intended ? The foul, you know, is of infinitely moie 
value than the body. And you may be fure there- 
fore, that to comfort, inftrufl, encourage, admoniih, 
or any way afllft a fick foul, tho' of a wealthy per- 
fon, and who needs no alms from us, is at leafl as 
great a charity as can be done to the body« 

Timoth. I am convinced. 

Theoph. The apoftle St. Paul alfo invites to this 
fort of charity, ihat we not only (c) rejoice with them 

(«) Matt XXV. 34. {a) Ibid. ver. 35, 36. (*) Ibid, vci; 40. 
(c\ Rom. xii. 15^ 16* 

the 
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that do rejoice •, but weep alfo with them that weep^ he^ 
ing of the fame mind one towards anotbeTy compaiiion« 
ateJy defirous of each other's welfare, whether fpiri- 
tual, or temporal, as pur own. Let us go then, and 
viiic this lick man, and adminifter what confolation 
we can to him, that he may be prevailed with to bear 
this his iickneis with the greater patience and fubmif** 
fipn to bis heavenly Father's juft corredion. For in 
truth this I take it to have been his end, in defiring 
me to fend and to intreat your company. And this 
therefore I did, that we might together try, if we caa 
be any.way.leryi<;eable to bim in his weak eftate. 

TimotJb. I were not only very unkind, both to him 
and you, but unworthy the name of a chriftian, or 
even of a man, if I could find in my heart to refufe 
accompanying- you^ when going, upon fo charitable a 
defign. J e 

fheopk. l^tt us haften then* {d) It is better^ fays 
the preacher, to go to the boufe of mournings than to 
She.boufe of fsffting \ for tbat^ is tbe end of all men^ and 
the living will lay it to heart. What better niotive can 
there be to a true repentance for all our fins, and a 
feripus and afitdting confideration of what is like to 
become of us in a future ftate, than to obferve a lick 
frieiKi ftrjuggling with the pangs of death, and ready 
to expire at every gafp ? It is not only a kindnefs to 
our friends, ' to vifit and attend them in thefe agonies, 
and afford them the beft afliftance we are able in any 
rcfpcd, but n>ay prove a greater to ourfclves, by 
reminding us of our mortality, and the dreadful ftate 
of fuch as are forced to leave this world, before they 
have prepared themfelves for a better. Let us there* 
fore lofe no time. And God grant we may find him 
virell in his underftanding, that however he be other- 
wife afFedied, his head and intellectuals be not difturbed. 

Timotk* And that his ficknefs be not fo violent, as 
CO unqualify him for fuch difcourfe, as is proper for 
one in fo declining a condition. 

U) EccW. vil 2. 

The 
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Tie firft riSir. 

The more remote preparation for Death. 

napb. T A M glad to find you alive, good AkJU- 
J^ fbanes. I made hafte to fee you As fooa 
as ever Timofheus came ; but by your fervant's rela- 
tion I was not without feme folpicion of coming too 
late. 

^timoih. Tbeopbilus dfirighted me wtcb his aoooaut 
^ the danger, wherein you was reprefeneed to be : 
but I am heartily glad to find it not fo bad as we 
imaging. 

Jbtdnlbanes. My good friends, I unfeighedlr thank 
you, both for your kind vifit to a poor fick man, 
and for your compaflionace concern for my wdfive. 

Tbeopb. We (hould be extremely to blame, if we 
"ftould DOC be highly concerned for the lifei>f ib dear 
a friend, and fo finguhtfly ufeful upon all accounts : 
but pray, good AncbiAanes^ How do you find yotir- 
felf? 

AttcbHb. I was exceedingly ill, troubled wkh fatnt- 
ing fits, in ^ich I thought I (houid have died away, 
berore I could hope to iee you : but I thahk God diey 
ttre now over ; and tho' I doubt I have got a fever, 
H is not yet fo violent but chat I am quite anodm 
creature than I was a few hours fince. 

^motb. God be praifed for that ! 

Tbeopb. It is a great blefling, that you have met 
with fuch an abatement of your diflemper: but it 
is a for greater, that you have not your main work 
now to do, but have "been long expe£ting the thne, 
when you muft come to langutfii upon a fick bed, 
and getting your (bul into a readinefs for it. 

Ancbitb. If I had not, I muft have been in a ofioft 
^ifconfolate conditbn at this time. For to die, and 
enter upon an eternal ftate, is a ferious matter, and 
of the utmoft importance that can be. And to pre- 
pare aright for it, is a work of time and pains, in 
5 which 
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wbkh we can never be coo diligently employed. And 
yet, on the other hand, . I find my head ib out of 
order, my Jfirii^ fo faint and low, and my ibongbU 
io fluftuating and difcompofed, that I am in a man* 
ner fit for notMng ; but by ao means fit to gp tbro^ 
urith fo great a work, at an entrance upon a new 
Itourie of life would be. 

Tbiopb. I am fenfibk tbat a ikk.mao has enough 
10 take up his thoughts, upon the account of the un« 
eafinefs of his condition, and need not therefore to 
bave deferred any work of amment nil that time*. 

Vimotb. It onoe ajfiefted me very nearly, to fa^r a 
gtkid. man loaded with years, luid of a very infirm 
and troken oonftitution, though not then labouring 
under any pnrient ^cknefs, intreat bis auditors from 
the pulpit to believe, what be found by certab expe- 
lience, chut old age, and a crazy txKljr, were verj^ 
III qualifications for the performance of any taatter of 
confequence and difficulty, ahd particularly for the 
great work <if repentance. A^^d I coukl eaffly beUeve 
him ; and did heartily wifti, that both myfelf, and 
»11 then pKfMC, would be mvited fpeedily to applf 
oorielves to it, as being firmly perfuiKkd^ it would 
both deferve and require 2M our ftreogth and vigour, 
and our moft ferious and undifturbed thoughts, to 
bring io great a change about. 

7he&pb. The cafe is fo very plain^ that onewoiild 
think it hardly fxiffible, for any man of common un* 
derftanding, to put off his repentance a day longer. 
And daily experience fadly ftiews, chat nochtog is 
more common with the generality, even of them who 
call themicilves cfariftians, and profefs to have their 
^onverfatien in beevm^ and to be bging up tbar tna-^ 
Jkres there, than to live as if tl^ey had no hofie of a 
fotute ftace. 

Timo^^ They go on in the croud, and think to 
fare as well as their neighbours : and becaufe they fee 
their compankms, and all about them, hecdledy fol- 
Ipw tbar own imagiflations, and tho' fhey own a tut- 

cclfity 
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ceffity of repenting fome tinne or other, are yet loch 
to fet about it ; they therefore cake the fame de- 
firudtve coorfe, in hope that when they come to Ian- 
guifli ^pon a fick bed, and are fit for nothing elfe, 
they (ball have time enough to do that, which all 
their life long they could never be prevailed with to 
fet about, tho' it ought to have been the bufinefs of 
then- whole lives ; till perhaps they are taken away 
by fudden death, and fo never lie fick at all \ or, if 
they do, their ficknefs proves fuch, as either employs 
all their thoughts with the acutenefs of its pains, or 
the tDtenfea(;fs of its heat and thirft ; or their heads are 
fo difturbed, that they rove and wander^ and aj-e fit 
for nothing that is ferious \ but efpecially, not for 
taking a review of their pad: converfatbn, and make- 
ing a judgment of themfelves from it. And thus all 
their good ^purpofes prove abortive, and ferve to no 
other end, but to delude and deceive them here, and 
render them everlafiingly miferable hereafter. 

Anchitb. This is a very melancholick confideratk>n i 
but the fad: is too evident to be denied. 

Timatb. Now you find the comfort of not ha?ing 
been one of this inconfiderate tribe, but having taken 
care in time to do what now it would be out of your 
power to do as you ought. 

Ancbitb. I would not have been one of them for 
all the world. I ever admired at the folly of fuch 
as could find in their hearts to venture their eternal 
ftate, upon the uncertainty of a late repentance, which 
too probably might never be at all, or at lead never 
be fuch as to reflore them to the favour of God, and 
an intereft in his promifes of mercy auid falvation. 

Tbeopb, You have ever afted as a wife noan, but 
never {9 truly in any refped as in this ; all the con- 
cerns of this prefent world being nothing in campa* 
rifon of the ineftimable felicity of that which is to 
come, nor any fort of tortures that can befal us here 
bearing any proportion to thofe everlafting, whereto 
the reprobate will be adjudged in a future Rate. 

Ancbitb^ 
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Ancbiib. I confefs, and defire to do it with fliaim 
and true compunction of foul, that I have been a 
great finner ; tho' I thank my God, I have made it 
iny ftudy for the greater parr of my life, to forfake 
my fins, and live in the praAice of the contrary vir^ 
nies ; relying upon God thro' Chrift, for the pardon 
of my mifcarriages, and ability to reform and amend : 
yet not fo fuccefsfully, but that after all the care I 
have hitherto taken, I find I have bufinefs enough 
now upon my hand, in fuing to God for pardon, 
and trimming my lamp, and fitting myfelf for mj 
Lord's appearance, that I may be accepted by him ac 
his coming. Wherefore, 

A Confeffion of Sin. 

I. 
f\MDfi bfify^ moft glorious^ and moft gracious Lard 
^ Gody who defireft fiot the death of a firmer^ hu 
ibat be ftnmld turn from bis ways and live ; caft an eye 
of fitj and cempa^jion upon thine unworthy fervant^ and 
ejirange not tbyfelf from me by reafon of my undutifulnefs. 
I confefs^ O Lordj with the utmoji Jbame and felfaiaji" 
menty that I have highly offended thy Divine Majefy^ 
and forfeited all pretence to thy favour. It is of thy 
mercf that I am not long fince confumed^ that thou ha^ 
not cut me off J and caft me into the furnace of fire^ 
where is weepings and wailing y andgnafhing of teeth for 
evermore. Wherefore I deface to bumble myfelf before 
thee in the moft fubmijfive manner^ to lament and be 
heartily forry for ntf fins. 1 have ftnmd againft inft^ 
mte lovCy and the moft endearing expreffions of kindnefs^ 
againft the clear eft revelations of thy holy wordy and the 
moft powerful arguments for engaging me to a better obe- 
dience 5 and have repeated my tranfgr^JJions from day to 
dayy and from year to year. And now^ Lordy what 
can lexpeil but that thine indignation fbould be kindled 
againft me^ and thou fbou\deft fweoTy in thy wrath y that 
I ftiall never enter into thy reft ? This miferable ftate I 
have brought myfelf into \ as I cannot otberwife refleSy 

than 
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than mlb hitt&mfs and angmfl^ of fmd. It cuis wu ti 
$be biartj to think I Jboutd hm)$ thus pr^tf akufii th^ 
goodnefSi and £foht^ thy laws. And^ if^aj^ fef^if 
ibis my inexcufaHe folfy and iafmefs^ Inom apply myfdf 
to thee hy a hearty repentance ; ii^ hope that tbm wilt 
not caft me off vfhen I do fo^ but wilt extend thy land^ 
nefstome^as thou ufeft to do^ to tbofe that fear thy name^ 
tbrot^h thy only Son our Saviour Jefu$ Cbn^, Amen. 

A Prayer for Pardon of Stn£4 

II. 

/JH/ HeJJidGod, 1 iefeech thee, deal not with mede- 

^ cording to my own weakn^es and imperfeSums^ my 

negleSs and onUffions, my beedlejfn^ and inadvertency, 

much lefs according to my more heinous, my wilful and 

deliberate, my fouler and more abominable, my open, my 

repeated, my habitual offences ; but after the multitude 

of thy mercies blot out all mine iniquities, ^hink upon 

me, O Lord, for thy gdodnefs ; and for thy great name's 

fake, and thy dear Son*s fake^ be reconciled to me, as 

if I had never finned agaitift thee. If thou fhouidefl con-- 

Jider me as I am in myfelf, I could hope far nothing but 

mifery and deftruSion : even the beji ef my fervices are 

pollutive and defeSive, and ftand in great need of thy 

mercy and forgivenefs. And my wilful and more dreads 

ful provocations call Icudfy for thine indignation upon 

me. And what fhall J fit/ unto thee, O thou preferver 

of men ? Mf own heart condemns me \ my mi/doi^s tefti- 

fy againft me\ and thou, who knoweji them all muh 

better than myfelf, together with their federal aggrava* 

tions, might juflly condemn me. But my comfort is, tbat^ 

with thee the Lord there is mercy, thit thou mayefi bo 

feared, and with thy Son is plenteous redemption. For 

his fake forgive me all my paft tranfgnffiom, whether in 

thought, word, or deed ; thofe I remember, and thofe I 

have forgotten \ fuch as my confcience fadiy accufes mo 

i(f, and fuch as have efcaped my notice \ my fins agpie^ 

thee my God, againft my neighbour, and agedst^ ^t^v 

pardon them alh witbgia eufoption of mey one amm^ 

tbem^ 
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cM»> /Atf/ tb^ PUff neither be charged ufan me temf 

fttame mi cmfufim here in ibis worlds noriomy ever^ 

Inking rmn in that which is io come, Ikme undone my^ 

Jelf\ ku in ihee is my help ; and to thee therrfore do f 

fee for fuccour. RgeSt me notj O Lordy in my difirefi, 

nor Jbm ftp thy towels rf compaffion from me. But ow^ 

me for thy fon by adoption and grace^ and faveme from 

the vengeance iu to my manifold provocations: whai^ 

Jbever Ihan)e done that I ought not to have done^ or left 

undone that I ought to have doncj or tvhereinfeever I 

have violated thy moft holy lawSj wajb it all away^ I 

mofi humbly befeech thee^ with my Saviour^s blood: And 

look upon me as a returning prodigal^ who am Jincerely 

penitent for all my mifcarriagesy the follies of my child- 

botkiy the extravagancies of my youth^ and the JHps and 

error Sy together with all the other iniquities^ of my riper 

years. And Jpare me, O Lord, fpare me^ and of thy 

great goodnefi command deliverance for me. Deal not- 

with me according to my ftns^ nor reward me after mine 

iniquities \ but Uft up the light of thy countenance upon 

me. Call to mind tbf loving kindneffes, which have beets 

ever of old, and vijit me wiih thy falvation. Thou 

inoweji my frame, and that I am but dufl\ and may 

it therefore pleafe thee to extend thy pity to me, and re- 

<eive me again into thy favour ! Enter not into judg^ 

. ment with thy fervant, who am vile earth, and a mi- 

ferable Jinner \ but fo turn thine anger from me, who 

meekfy acknowledge my vilenefs, and truly repent me of 

my faults, and fo make hajie to help me in this worlds 

as that I may never be condemned with the wicked in the 

world to come, through Jefus Chrift our Lord, Amen. 

An^otber for Improvement in Goodneft, and a 
light Preparation for a happy Death. 

III. 
JiT^AL my fotd, for I have Jinned agcnnft thee. 
-t^ And if it fhall be thy good pkafure to prolong my 
days here upon earth, grant I may improve the time thou 
Jbalt allow me^ to tbyghry^ and my own ever lofting wel- 
fare. 
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fare^ hy ferving thte faithfully^ and doing good in ntf 
generation^ Or if thou haft determined to remove me 
ience^ fa cleanfe and purify my hearty that 1 may neither 
be afbamed to have livedo nor afraid to die ; and may 
ieave this world in a full affurance of thy favour^ ami 
may be for ever happy with thee in thy heavenly ku^- 
dom, thro* Jefus Chriji our Lord. Amen. 

. Timoth. I hope God will bear your devout addreflcs 
to him, and will grant you a happy diflblution in his 
due time ; but whether by means of this prefent fick* 
iiefs, I will not pretend to guefs, tho* I wi(h for my 
own and others fake that he may not. {e) Epnpbro- 
ditus was fick^ nigh unto death : yet fays St. Paul^ God 
had mercy on him^ and not on him only^ but on me aljo^ 
left I fhould have forrow upon forrow. And it is to 
be hoped, that God may be pleafed to reftore you 
too, to the comfort of your friends, and the great 
benefit of your relations and dependents. 

Anchithanes. His will be done. I defire intirely to 
refign myfclf to his difpofal whether for life or death, 
trufting, thro* the merits of my bicfled Redeemer, 
that either of them (hall be for my good, according 
as he ihali, in his infinite wifdom, decree. And if 
death be to feize me, as I know not but it may, whe- 
ther it (hall be a painful, or an eafy, a lingering, or 
a fpeedy death, I chearfully fubmit to his determina- 
tion. His will is the belt and wifeft will ; and for 
this reafon I defire it always may be mine too. 

Theoph. Happy you that have brought yourfelf to 
fuch a holy frame and temper of mind i And may 
the Almighty vouchfafe to beftow his choiceft blef- 
lings upon you ; temporal and fpiritual blefHngs, if it 
ihall feem pleafing to him in this world *, but however 
he difpofe of you here, everlafling bleilings in that 
which is to come ! And now, Timotheus^ let you and 
I, learn from this noble example before us, to obferve 
and lay ferioufly to heart the blqflcdnefs of having 
(0 Phil, ii- 26, «7. 

taken 
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taken care in time to provide for eternity. Therd 
is no deJight and fatisfaftion upon a fick bed, com- 
parable to that of being able to fay with king Heze^ 
h'aby (f) I befeech thee^ O Lordy reffiember novo bozO 
ibam^ walked before thet in truth ^ and with a ferfeS 
hearty and have done that which is good ih thy Jight ; 
or with St. PmhU (g) I have fought a good fight ^ I 
have finijhed my courfe^ I have kept the faith : hence-^ 
forth is laid up for me a crown of right eoufnefs^ which 
God the righteous Judge will give me at that day^ and 
not to me only^ but to all that love his appearing. It is' 
a Angular happineFs to refle£t upon a life pad, and 
fee that it has been fpent to God's glory, and thd 
main defign of our coming into this world j and thaC' 
the good man has nothing more to do, when he finds' 
his end drawing on, but to take an eafy leaVe of bh 
tvonted enjoyments and friends, in order to a welcome 
tranflation into an. heavenly' Paradife^ where (hall bd 
no more righing, or forrows, or grief, Or fear, o^ 
pain, or ficknefs, or dedth, but all fhall b6 molt' 
charmingly tranrporting, without the leaft mixture of^ 
any alloy* and this to all eternity. 

^imoih. Thb diterent ends of the fightebuS and 
the wicked, in this refpeft, are a powerful motive td 
a timely repentance, tho* we were to carry our pho- 
fbedl no farther. But when hereto are added "the in^ 
finitely glorious rewards promifcd to the oniJ, and 
the intolerable and everlafting tortures and agoniesi 
that are threatened to the other, he muft ht befidd 
himfelf that can be content to live in fUch d manner^ 
as that, without a miracle of mercy, he muft be irrc-» 
coverably miferable fof evermore. 

Jnchith. Ic is very ftrange, Ih) tliat people carl ' 
allow themfelves in a ftate of fuch apparent danger^ 
and of fuch dreadful confequencc 1 And yet nothing 

if) i Kings XX. 3. {^) i Tim. iv. 7, S. 

{h) Non eft, crede mi hi, fapientis dicere, Vivara. 

Sera nimis vita eft craftina : vive hodie. 

Martial f lib, liipig^ 16. 
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is mofe common, thd hope of a future repentance be- 
ing perhaps the mod fuccefsful of all the ftratageiQs, 
the grand enemy of mankind has ever yet invented, 
iii order to their deftruAion. Mod men are defiroos 
to enjoy their vices here, and Heaven hereafter. And 
Ijaving no other way to reconcile tbefe two forts of 
cf^fifes; but by a late repentance, the bait takes rea- 
dily with them, and they fwallow it without confider- 
ing what a terrible rifque they run by it, and how 
intolerable a nriifchief ic will be, if they fliould either 
have no time for fuch a repentance, er, having time, 
ihould be any way either incapacitated for, or divert- 
ed from, heartily fetting about it, or, when they have 
endeavoured it, fhould find a fhort imper&A repent- 
ance, after fo longa courfe of fin, not available to 
the end they defigned by it. 

Tbeoph. All delays of this kind are of a dangerous 
nature, and feldom fail to tnd in the utter rtiin of the 
delayer. For ic is great odds, (/) that be who is iid- 
willing to repent to-day, will be ak Unwilling td-mor- 
row, or whenfoever he hopes to fet about it. The 
fame caufcs of delay will ftill remain ; and be will 
find the fame obftacles in his way hereafter, that he 
does at prefcnt. And a love of his fins, and whatever 
prevents his repenting now, will not be lefiened, but 
increafed and ftrengthened, by a longer continuance 
in a wicked courfe of life. For cuftom, we all know, 
has a (trange influence, and becomes a kind of iecond 
nature, and breeds almoft an invincible inclination to 
whatever we have long addifted ouffclves to, whe- 
ther in natural adtons, or moral. And in truth, the 
longer any one defers his reperii^ance, the lefs likely 
he is ever to undertake it with f^ccefs, becaufe thofe 
habits which he is necefiarily to diveft himfelf of, be- 
fore he can have performed it, do every day take 
deeper and deeper root, and fo are more difficultly 

(/) S«d propera ; nee te yentvras diSfcr In horas : 
Qtti MO eft bodie, eras miniu aptus erxt. 
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plucked dp. Sin is like a bodily ficknefs^ which is 
oftentimes rendered incurable, by having gained too 
great a head, before a courfe was attempted for its 
cure. And hence it neccflarily follows, that the longer 
it is continued in, the more powerful it muft be ; anq 
lb muft require a greater flrengthj and firmer pur- 
pofes and refolutions, in order to a conqueft over it. 
Arid yet, ala& ! he thar has deferred his repentance to 
the laft, if he (hall then in good earneft fet about it, 
will not only find himfelf under the power of a more 
inveterate habit, and a ftronger bias^ da the wrong 
fide, bur, which is far more coniiderable, he has alfo 
lefe ground to expert the afliftance of God*s Holy 
Spirit, without which he will never be able to per- 
form any thing that is good. For tho* it is certain^ 
that Almighty God delights not {k) in tbt dtatb of 
a finner^ but rather that he turn jrom his way and live\ 
though (/) he would have all men come to iim^ and be 
faved 5 and (w) is long-fuffering to uj-wardj not willing 
that attf Jhbuld perijh^ but that all jhouU come to rej>ent^ 
iince \ he has Ikid no lefs on the other hand, that his 
(n) Spirit Jhall not always ftrive with man^ and has 
threaten^ that as to him that bath Jhall he given^ that 
iiy to him that ufeth aright the grace and afTiftanr^^ 
of the iribly Spirit, fhall be given a greater meafure 
of the faitie grace and affiftance, (o) and he Jhall have 
more ahundance% fo on the contrary, wbofoever hath 
mty that is, makes not a right ufe of it, from him 
Jhall be taken away^ even that he hat hi As much as 
to fay, God 6f his great goodnefs will give the Holy 
j^pirit to thehi that alk it, and ftudy to make a good 
improvement of what meafure of it he bcftows upon 
them> but will withdraw it from fuch as abufe hit 
kihdntrfs, either nbt uflhg his grac)^ at all, or to a 
wrong purpofe. And when a finner has provok*d 
(jrod thus to leave him to himfelf, he fAdly deceives 
bis own foul, if he imagine himfelf likely to tfft& 

{k) Eiek. xxxvL i i . (/) i Tim. ii. 4. («) 2 Pet. iii. 9* 
(») Gen. vi. 3. ify Mauh. xiii. 12. 
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Ihtle time, what he thought a harder talk than 
puld find in his heart to enter Upon, when his 
gch was greater, his time more, his finful habits 
h fettled and confirmed, and his afllftance greater 
; he cAn now hope for. So that there is very lit- 
tfCTeafon to expeft fuch an one (hould ever repent 
truly at the laft, if he have time for it. He that ia 
affrighted at the lefs burdenfome tafk, will hardly 
venture upon the greater to any purpofe. And if he 
could not be induced to amend when his fins were 
much fewer, and his abilities for conquering them 
much greater, he can fcarce hope to do it as he ought, 
when his vices have taken deeper root, and his fpirits 
are exhaufled, and his help is gone^ This I fay 
{p) upon fuppoficion of his having time allowed him 
for this great and neceffary work. But if it happen 
on the contrary, as it very often does, that he has no 
time for it, how deplorable mull his Cafe then be ! He 
is undone beyond recovery ; and nothing remains for 
him, but a fearful expeSiation ofwratb^ and fiery indig-^ 
nation from Almighty God. And yet every one 
knows this is a common cafe, and which frequently 
befals fuch as put bS their repentance * till hereafter. 
{q) Death feizes them, as it did the rich man, whom 
we cannot too often think of, whofe foul was de- 
manded of him' at a time, when he thought of no- 
thing lefs, than be did^ according to a fcandalous pro- 
Verb too well known amongft ourfelVes, of bis dying 
day. (r) His ground^ fays our Saviour, brought f$rtb 
plentifully. /Ind be thought within bimfelf faying^ fVbat 
Jhall I dOf becaufe I have no room where to beftow ay 
fruits ? Jnd he faid^ This will 1 do : 1 will pull down 
fny bams^ and build greater \ and there will I befiow all 
my fruits and my goods. And I will fayiomy foul^ Soul^ 

tpa Ttfy Sitfi, « ;^;a vvfoTc Aotonin. tff lavl. 1. 2. n. I. 



(^) Emendationi tuae indnlgentxam promifu Deaa, £ed tose dila^^ 
doni diem craftinum non promifu. Dnxel, Honhg, /• 5 !• 
if) Lakoxii. 16, i^* 18, 19. ' 
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ibou baft much goods laid up for marrf years ; take thine 
eafe^ eat^ drink^ and he merry. Thus he vainly pro- 
mifed himfelf a long enjoyment of what he was fo 
pleafingly poflefs'd of. But I have already obferv*d 
to you his unhappy and fpeedy difappointment. His 
projeft for many years was hardly framed, when, be- 
hold ! a mod difagreeable meflfage is fent him, enough 
to ftrike him dumb, and fill his mind with the utmofl: 
confufion. (j) Thoufooly this night fiall thy foul he re- 
quired of thee ; then whofejhall tbofe things be which thou 
baft provided? They Ihall have another owner j and 
polTibly one whom thou didft by no means defign 
them for. (/) 5^ is he^ fays our Saviour, that lay^tb 
up to himfelf treafwre upon earth, and is not rich to- . 
"wards God. And fo it is ordinarily with him that 
promifes a late repentance, and will not be induced to 
let about it in the mean time. Such too ufually ex- 
periment, to their coft, the uncertainty of their fruit- 
lefs expcdlation ; being one way or other, before they 
arc aware of it, deprived of the feafon they had 
groundlefly promifed themfelves to repent in. Tq 
the fame purpofe alfo fpeaks St. James^ taxing fome 
in his days, with contriving bufinefs for a niuch longer 
time, than they had any reafon to depend upon. 
(«) Go to nocv, fays the Apoftle, ye tbatfay^ To-day^ or 
to-morrow^ we will go into fuch a city, and continue there 
a year^ and hir^ and fell, and get gain \ whereas ye 
know not whatfiallbe on the morrow. For what is your 
Kfe ? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time^ 
and then vanifheth away. Our life is fo (hort and un- 
certain, (w) that nothing is more common, than for 
incn to be cut off in the midft of their days, and fo 
have ail their thoughts perifh, all their likelicft projedls, 

(4) Luke xii. 20. (/) Ibid. ver. 21. («) James iv. 13, i^« 

(w) Quid fu futurum eras, fuge qaxrere, 
Quern fors dierum cuncjue dabit, lucro 
Appone - 1^ Hot at. Od. 9. 

MoricDdam enim certc eft, ii id incertQm» an eo ipfo die. 

, Senec* de fentS. c, ao. 
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and bed-laid defigns mifcarFy* and all their hopes 
defeated. When once (2)' their breath goetb farib^ 
and how foon that may be God alone knows, tbcf 
turn again to their duft^ and all their expeftations, their 
contrivances and imaginations, vanifli into air. And 
tbefe two confiderations, that he who purpofes to re- 
pent hereafter, may poflTibly never live to fee the time 
he propoles to do it in ^ or if he do, the fame impe- 
diment that obftrufts his repentance now, will in all 
probability not be lelTened, but increafed, and fb 
Qiore like to obdrufb ir dill ; thefe confiderations, I 
fay, were an abundant caution to a wife man, to un- 
dertake it out of hand, whilft he is 6t for it, and has 
time to do it in, and good reafon to believe, that by 
God's grace he may perform it in fuch a manner as 
to be accepted by Almighty God ^ and fo it may 
prove a r^entance to^ fahation^ and that is never to be 
repented of. 

Timoth. Thefe are weighty coofiderations, and dc- 
^rve to be well attended to, by all that know they 
have immortal fouls to fave, and which muft be infi- 
nitely either happy or miferablc in the other ftate, 
according to the provifioo they (hall have made for 
themfelves, by the difcharge or neglect of their duty 
here. 

Theopb. They are fo ; as weighty as can be. And 
yet there are others not inferior to them, and which 
deferve a fcrious regard, as well as they. 

'Timoth. Thefe are enough, highly to condemn the 
behaviour of fuch who aft in contradiftion to them, 
at the hazard of their eternal welfare. But fince you 
have others yet in rcferve, be pleafed to let us hear 
them, tho' I Ihould have thought thefe fufficient of 
themfelves. 

Tbeopb. The two chief are thefe : firft, that he who 
repents at his latter end, lofes the comfort of his re- 
pentance, and departs hence at great uncertainties. 
His repentance inay poflibly be fuch as would hold 
{k) Pfal. cxlvi. 4. 

out 
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out AC all times, and under all trials; l^u( this .Is 
more than he can afTure himfelf of. t^e knows h^ 
rcfojves wcli ; but fo have many who arc now in Hell, 
bewailing their folly and difobedience> in endlefs and 
rcmedilcft torments. Their refblutions were made, 
when their fpirits were low, the temptations to their 
fins were weak, and when the profpeft of a near eter- 
nity was before thenn, tp awaken their minds, and put 
them upon refledling what was like to become of them 
for ever, if they fhould die in their fins. Hence th^y 
fully refolved to lead a new life, if it ftiould pleafe 
God to prolong their days *, and that they would ne-^ 
ver fuSer themfelves to gratify their unreafonable lufts 
and pafllons any more, but would always keep in 
mind the great account they muft one day ^ive up 
before our LiOrd's tribunal, and would m^ke luch ^i- 
ligpnt preparation for it, as that death may never feeni) 
terrible to them any more. Yet when it had pleafed 
God to Cry them, and they found themfelves agairi 
in health and vigour, their vices afiaulting them with 
the fame ipfinuations as formerly, and death and hell 
appearing again at fome diftance from them ; the de- 
ceitfulnefs of fin has prevailed againft them, their good 
purpofes have Sagged, thqir vows and promifes have 
\>ten forgotten, their allurements have appeared with 
their ufual force, their finful companions have entic'd 
them, their own wicked hearts have betrayed them, 
their grand enemy the devil has taken care to ftrengthen 
^nd enfiame all their evil motions and inclinations, 
and they have (hamefully and perfidioufly relaps'd into 
their former abominations, and have again indulged 
themfelves in all they had fo formally renounced, 
(y) returning with the dog to bis vomit ; and with the 
fow that was wajbed^ to, her wallowing in the mre. Or 
perhaps, (2) the unclean fpirit that went out of the man^ 
returning^ and finding his habitation empty ^ fwept^ and 
ganujhedy may Jjove taken to him feven other fpirits 
more wicked than hin^felf\ and tbefe all entering in, ani 

(j) 2 Pet. ii. 22. («) Matth. xii. 43, 44, 45- 
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^wellin^ there, bis: loft eftate may have become /^?r worjh^ 
fban, the frft. 'Nothing is eafier than to defign and 

IDromife an amendment, when a man is under a vio- 
ent fea,r and danger, which ha$ taken fuch poffefljoa 
p{ his- mind, that he is not at liberty to confider the 
difficulty of performing the arnendment he thus hafti- 
ly promifes. His thoughts are ^11 employed about 
the neccffity he is in, of ende4vouring by all mean^ 
poflible, to avoid the difmal pit, that opens its infa- 
fiable mouth to receive him, And this prevents his 
duly attending to the means that are needful to thi^ 
great end, and the inconveniencies and trouble that 
may probably be met wirh in the ufe of them. So 
that all his good refolutions being made only when in 
fuch a fright, and when his eyes were fo fixed upon 
the want he had of them, that he could not allow; 
himfelf to make a due inquiry into the feveral con- 
flifts whereto thpy might expofe him, no wonder if 
they hold out no longer, when his circumftances are 
quite altered, and his wonted habits prefs him, and 
his ufual temptations return upon him, with a far 
greater ftrength than he had imagined. This is fuch 
a terrible dilappointment to him, that he knows not 
how to bearUp againft it, but. faints and "falters, and 
falls away, in hope of another repentance when in 
the like unhappy ftate. Inftances of thefe relapfes 
have been fo notorious, that the death-bed penitent 
will never be able to aflure himfelf, he Ihall not be 
liable to the fame hazard, if \t pleafe God to make 
the experiment. And therefore, not knowing whe- 
ther all his Ibrrow for his fins, and his purpoies and 
prornifes of a new obedience, for the future, are fuch 
as v^ill (land the tcft, and upon trial will Mng forth 
fruits meet for repentance^ he mufi: needs be in great 
perplexity, and full of doubts and fears, left after all 
he has been able to do in this weak condition, to- 
wards the fecuring his eternal falvation, he (hould 
however mifcarry, and come Jbort of the glory of God^ 
and ha\^e his portion at laft allotted him amongft the 
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Vfffels of wrath, that are fued for deftruHion. Thcfe 
apprehenfions muft inevitabJy Ht heavy upon the foul 
of one that is fo late afFe£ted with a fight and fenfe of 
his (ins, and the dreadful tortures due to them, and 
who moreover knows not whether all his forrow, and 
humiliation, and repentance, be fuch, as would cer- 
tainly produce a reformation in him, if time were al- 
lowed for it. And yet neither is this the worft of hi$ 
cafe, though bad enough in all reafon. For, 

Secondly, Did he know his repentance to be fuch, 
as upon trial would anfwer his cxpcftation, of pro- 
ducing in him quite different afFedions and adtions, 
from what he had before indulged himfelf in, he is 
not fo very fure, that.it will be available to falvation, 
unlcfs it aftually do fo. {a) When the wicked man turns 
away from bis wickednefs which he hath committed, and 
doth that which is lawful and right, we know afTuredly 
bejballfave his foul alive. But I have never met with 
a like promife to him that has lived wickedly all his 
]ife, and on]y laments and condemns his folly, and 
prohiifes an amendment, when he comes to die. God 
may, and I charitably hope he will, extend his pity 
to ^uch as are truly convinced, though at the laft 
gafp, of the evil of their doings, and unfeignedly 
refolve upon a reformation, fo far as he (hall enable 
them for it. But I am not now fpeaking of what 
God may do, but what he has told us he will do, and 
what we may certainly depend upon. And, to fpeak 
my mind freely and plainly, I do not know of any 
certainty of falvation promifed, in Scripture, to fuch 
whofe righteoufnefs confifts only in a fruitleis refolu-» 
tioh, tt>at could never be reduced to praftice. It is 
GRqueftionable, that no man, in his health, has any 
warrant to pais a judgment upon himfelf, by what 
he may be, or intends to be hereafter, but by whaq 
he has been, and is at prefent. And I could never 
find, that God has prd'cribed one fort of laws for 
{hofc in health, and another of a very different fort, for 
(fl) Ezck. xviii. 27. 

fuch 
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fuch as lang^Uh ifpon a fick-bcd. More a>ay be de« 
nianded qf t\xt pne than of (be other, becaufe of his 
ability to dp more ; but it .\^;11 be hard to (hew, that 
^whoever defires to be favcd, is not i^difpeofably re- 
quired to {b) efck^ eviij apd dp good: {c) to hep the 
commandments : {d)to do right eoufn7fs : (^) to put ofy am- 
cerning the former converfation^ the old man^ which is 
corrupt y according to the deceitful luftSj and to be renewed 
in thefpirit of the mind^ and put on the pew man^ fobich 
after God if created in right eoufnefs^ and true hoUjufs ; 
and in a word, (f) to cUanfe bimfelf from aU fiUhhufs 
of fiefh and fpirity and perfeU hoUncfs in the fear of God. 
And this is fomething mpre than barely relblving to 
do well hereafter, if it be in our power. A true re- 
pentance is not only fuirimouy a change of mjind, or 
a forrow for the having done amifs ; but lAmfuMia 
too, a care to walk more holily for the future. And 
where this latter part of it is wa^ntipg, there is too 
much reafon to fear, that the other will not be fuf* 
ficient without it. At lead it is not fo certain that it 
will, as that ^ny who call themfelves Chriftians, (hpuld 
venture their everUQing falvation upon it; left at the 
laft they meet with a drefidful difappointment, and 
when they have been pleafing them&lves with the 
hopes of Heavcq, ;uid all its unconceivjible JFelicities, 
Ihould awake, to tljeir eternal forrow, in the never- 
ending Sames of HelK I do not pretend to fet bounds 
to the divine goodn^fs, and pardoning mercy, or to 
determine juft bp,w far the Alojighty will extend his 
favour to a relenting finner, who repents in the very 
agonies of death. It is enough ipr my purpofe, and 
a great deal more than pur modern Clinicks can an- 
fwer, that I knpw of no exprefs poGtiye declaradon 
in Scripture, that fuch ihall be faved. 

Timoth. But hold, Theopbilus^ you fcenri to run a 
little too faft. For pray what do you think of our 
Saviour's parable of the labourers hired into the vine- 

(i) Ifa. i. lfi» 17. anJ 1 Pet. iii. 1 1 . (r) Mattb. xix. 17. 

(^) I John iii. 7. {e) Ephcf. iv. 22, 23, 24. (/) 2 Cor. vii. i. 
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yard. Matt. xx. 1 . ^c. according tp which, thofe who 
came in zs, the Uft hour, met with the fame welcome 
and reward with them that had borne the beat and bur- 
den of tbe day ? Is it not riatural to infer from hence, 
that if a tpan curns from his tins, though ever fo ]ate, 
he may reafonably expedl to be accepted, as a true 
penitent ? 

Tbeopb. By no means; as might eatily be fhewa 
upon diver3 accounts. For this parable was fpokea 
upon another occafion, and without any relation to 
the death-bed penitent, no more being intended by 
it, than the' calling of the Gentiles into the church of 
God : and the feveral hours mentioned in it were 
. detigned not to tignify the feveral parts or ftages of 
our lives, but the different age^ of the world ; and 
that the Gentiles, who were taken into the Lord's 
vineyard, and made members of his church, in thofe 
later days, (hould neverthelefs eojoy equal privileges, 
and be put in the fame ftate of falvation with the 
Jews^ who had been God's ancient people, his fegul* 
lab^ his cbofen inheritance, and were called earlier by 
many generations : which being the genuine and pro- 
pet interpretation of the parable, as defigned only to 
i^Ience the clamours of the Jews againft the admiffion 
of the reft of tbe world to the fame benefits with 
themfelves, every one muft perceive at firft fight, that 
the death-bed penitent can hope for no manner of ad* 
vantage by it. For, if rightly underftood, it is per- 
feAIy foreign to his cafe, and leaves him juft in the 
fame condition, as if not one word of it had ever 
been fpoken. And yet if we ihould allow him to 
apply it to himfelf, to gather what encouragement he 
can from it, as one that is finking is apt to lay hold 
upon every twig, it will (land him however in no 
(lead. For, firftj what thefe men could plead for 
themfelves was, that no man had hired them. They 
Y^ere not called before, and fo had this excufe for 
themfelves, for their not coming in fooner : which 
makes a vaft difference betwixt their cafe, and his 

who 
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who has been called, invited, encouraged, threatened, 
and had all means ufed to reclaim him from his Hnsj 
had {g) line upon liney and precept upon precept^ as the 
prophet fpeaks, and yet obttinately perfiftcd in his 
dilobediencc to the la(l, and then hopes to make his 
peace, and obtain the pardon of his fins, by a few 
dying groans, and faint wifhes, and purpofes of 
amendment. Such an one cannot plead for himielf, 
that none had offcr'd to hire him' ; but, on the con- 
trary, his own confcience will fly in his face, and fe- 
verely condemn him, for having fo long withftood fuch 
effedual means of grace and falvation, as had been 
afforded him, if he could but have been prevailed 
with to make a good ufe of them. Bcfides, fecondlj^ 
thefc men were labourers \ and though they had 
wrought but one hour, and fo- but a little while in 
comparifon of thofe who enter'd in firft, yet fome 
pains they had taken. They had faithfully anfwcr'd 
their obligation, by working from the time they were 
taken into the vineyard •, which was all their Lord 
cxpeded from them. They came in, it is true, but 
at the eleventh hour, becaufe they were not hired 
fooner ; but then they did the work of that hour, 
according to their covenant. Whereas he that comes 
not in till the twelfth hour, has no time to work; and 
were he ever fo willing to do it, has yet no reafon to 
promife himfelf any wages for doing nothing. He 
may be concerned, that he was not employed amongft 
the reft ; but this gives him no title to the reward, ' 
which was intended for, and promifed only to, fuch 
as did the work. Again, laftly^ They claimed no 
more than was due to them by compaft. For fo fays 
the hou(holder, ver, 7. Go ye aljo into the vineyard^ 
and whatfoever is rights that fljall ye receive ; as much 
as to fay, ihey (hould be lure to have their wages 
amongft the reft. But has the death-bed penitent any 
fuch promife made to him ? If he has, let him pro- 
<Juce it. For my part, I have already told you, I 
{g) Ifa. xxviii. is. 
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can find none made to any, but fuch who turn froni 

their evil ways time enough to do fome works meet 

for repentance. Nor could St. Augujlin long ago, who 

tells us, {b) If be tbat lies at the point of deaths prays to 

be admitted to repentance^ 1 cannot refufe to comply with 

bim tberein. But yet tmtift confefs^ if be die witb fuch 

a reconciliation^ 1 dare not be over-confident of bis dying 

in a good condition : tbo" he may think bimfelf fecure^ and 

die with this perfuafion^ I dare- not be fecure tbat be is 

fo, I can receive bim to penance^ but cannot tell bint 

what the effeSl of it will be. And a little after. Do I 

fay be fhall be damned ? I do not fay it. Do I fay then 

that be fhall be faved? Not tbat neither. What an- 

fjoer then can I give? Only this^ that I do not know. I 

prefume nothing ; / promife nothing i and the reafon is^ 

becaufe 1 know nothing. Whereupon he fuhjoins this 

feafonable advice ; Would you free yourfelf from all 

doubt? Be fure to repent whiljt you are in health. For 

if you do tbuSf and^ when death appears^ if you moreover 

obtain abfolution^ you have jujl ground of Jecurity. For 

you repented at a time when you bad it in your power to 

Jin. Whereas if you delay your repentance till you can 

Jin no longer^ it is not you that leave your ftnSy but your 

Jim leave you. Thus dubious was this eminent father, 

concerning the future ftate of fuch as had deferred 

their repentance to their laft hour, even though they 

ftiould then fet themfclves to make the beft amends 

in their power. And before him St. Cyprian delivered 

it as his opinion, Xi)Tbat fuch fhould not be admitted 

to the hope of communion^ and the peace of the churchy 

who did not heartily repent and bewail their offences^ till 

tbey were Jicky and in danger of death \ becaufe it was 

to be prefumedj it was not a real forrow for their Jins^ 

but the terror of their approaching end^ tbat produced 

this fubmiffion ; and it is not fit that be fhould receive 

comfort when he comes to die^ who would not be perfuaded 

to think of deatby before it came to feize bim. Thefe 

were two great men in their generations \ and who' 

have been had in univcrfal honour and efteem ever 

' {b) B. Aug. Horn. 41. (/] B. Cypr. Ef, 35. Edit. Oxon. 
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iincc. Yet I do not quote their words purely for their 
fakes, but becaufe of the reafon and ftrength of argu* 
tnent that is in them 5 it being impoflibie for him to 
prove the validity and efficacy of his repentance, how 
hearty foever, who does not fet about it in his health 
and ftrength, and while it is in his power to gratify 
his worldly and carnal inclinations, if he will. 

Timotb. What you have faid fecms to argue a greater 
danger, as to the invalidity of a late repehunce, than 
1 had really apprehended. For tho' I was feofible how 
little reafon there is to expert, that fuch (hould heartily 
repent upon their fick bed, who had refused to do it 
in their health and ftrength, I made no queftion but 
thofe who did then all thej could, that is to fay, wbo 
were truly forry for their fins, and fdlly refolv'ed to re- 
form and amend, and to lead a new life, if it (hould 
pleafe God to reftore them to their health ; I made no 
queftiori, I fay, but thefe had been in a fafe condition. 
But you have very much (haken my confidence in this 
point ; and I begin now to think, that tho' I had al- 
ways a very ill opinion of deferring repentance to the 
laft, there is yet far niore danger in fuch a delay than 
I was aware of. 

Tbeoph. The more ferioufly and impartially you con- . 
fider with yourfelf, the more difiideht I am apt to think 
you will be, as to the efficacy of fuch a repentance. 

Timoth, I do not know but I may. But pray. The-- 
cpbiluSy what do you fay to the other iriftance, of the 
thief upon the crofs, to whom our Saviour proniis'd at 
his laft hour, that he (hould be ibat day in Para£Jet 
Luke xxiii. 43. This was a very late repentance, as 
late as could be, and yet it proved very fuccefsful, and 
our Saviour declares himfeff fatisfied with it. 

Ancbitb. I have been liftening carefully to you all 
this while, Tbeopbiks ; and do readily cohcur with you 
in all you have faid upon this important fubjeft ) and 
am clearly of your judgment, that no wife man will 
dare to defer his repentance, tho* it be but for one day« 
But yet this tnftance feems to lie in ydur way i and 

the 
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ttic cleanHg Jt well, would tend very much tb the con- 
firming all ;^ou Have hitherto argued. 

Tbetlpk That is eafily ddhc. But I fear I have alrea- 
dy o^er-tlfed you With this long har^ngde -, efpecially 
fincc, tho* it be upon a weighty fubjeftj and the con- 
lideration thereof is very fit and proper for the gene- 
rality of mankind, tb prepare them befbrish^hd for the 
ftate you are now in ; yet it is not fo fit all our time 
Ihould be fpent in what is no more tb the purpofe of 
our prefent meeting. Ahd indeed I Have been fevcral 
times ready to condemn mytelf, for having entered 
upon in argument fo fdi-feign to the bufinefs we came 
about ; \)^hich Wks to difcdurfe with you, whb both are 
ilck at prei^itt, and ha^e febcnted beforehand, and 
whom it is therefore QtlrekfohaDle to Weary with a long 
defcription of what is incumbent dpbn others, who are 
in quite difftrent circdniitances, and are ftill obliged 
to the performance of tlfat duty, which you have been 
performing all foixt life long. You are one of thofe, 
who, in bur Saviour's lah^b^ge, (k) need no repentance^ 
th)at is, ^ it implies iA it an entrance upon a new 
cburfe of life. And th'ei-efore it is not fit to ttouble 
ybu With any more of what has dready been tbd bur- 
denfonle to ybu. 

Ancbitb. I cohfefs I have lain ftill without interrupt- 
ing you ; but I afibre you, it was not without lending 
all the attention 1 could, to fo ufeful arid profitable a 
difcourfe. And I miift needs fay, that you have enter- 
tained me to my great fatUf^flion. And I am fo far 
from bcirig uncafy at Whit you have argued, with {o 
much perfpicUity and ftrength of reafon, that I hcar- 
tiijr join irt the ftme reqberi:, that you will proceed to 
fatirfy TirmtbeUr^ concerning the thief upon the crofe^ 
and the happy iliCciefs of his late repentance. 

Tbeopb:Thtn with your leave, JnchiibaheSy I pro- 
ceed. And, /^, I remark, that a fpccial regard is to 
be had to the Icime when his repentance was thus re- 
warded y futh a time as can never happen again whilft 
(i) Luke xV. 7. 
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the world lafts. For it was at ttic time of our blefled 
Saviour's Death, when the Redeemer of the world was 
]ift upon the crofs for the atonement of our fins, and 
our deJiverance from the heavy indignation due ro 
them. And what wonder were it, if, at fuch a time as 
this, he (hould glorify himfclf, by a lingular act of 
compaiTion, and even a miracle of mercy ; fucH as 
that never was any afterwards to expeft the like ? When 
our Lord was thus ftupendoufly expofing himfelf for 
the fake of mankind, if he did in a peculiar and ex- 
traordinary manner Ihew kindnefs to a poor penicenf 
finner, that addreffed to him in articulo mortis^ it will 
not follow, that he mud do the fame to all that fly to 
him, in every different circumftance* He that is fo 
infinite in mercy, might very well fhew an uncom- 
mon inltance of it, upon fo fignal an occafion, with- 
out making it a ftanding rule for others. If a general 
pardon, at a prince's coming to his throne, will not 
infer, that no criminals are to be punifbed by him 
thenceforward thro* all his reign, no more will what 
was done at xhis time evince, that the fame method is 
to be taken, and the fame allowances to be made, thro* 
all fucceeding generations. It well became fo folemn a 
time as this was, to leave fome illuftrious monument 
of an uoufual condefcenfion, for the comfort and en- 
couragement of fuch as (hall come after- But they ' 
grofly abufe fuch ineftimable loving-kindnefs, who 
take occafion from hence to harden thcmfelves in their 
^wickednefs, as if they were all intitled to the like com- 
miferatidn when they come to die, tho* ever fo heavy 
laden, and fo (hamefully defiled, with, and cnflav'd to, 
their fins.* Secondly^ This thief owned our Saviour in 
fuch a manner, as arguM in him a very fiirohg and ope- 
rative faith, inafmucb as otherwife he would not have 
dar'd to profefs his belief in him^ when he faw him 
confii<£ling with ftich an excefs of fliame and pain. 
The hard ufage our Lord then laboured under» was 
enough to affright any one, not thoroughly perfuaded 
of his Divinity, into a denial of him, like that of St 
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Piter^ rather than expofe bimfelf to all thd obioquyi 
and reproach, and pain^ and corcure, that mighc b^ 
expeded CO accompany Aich a profefiion^ Yet did 
Hot all this dilcourage this Unfeigned pr<>felytcand 
penitent, from venturing the utmoft that cdiitd be ad^ 
ded, to the condemnation .h« waa now fuiFering under. 
He gave the fulJeft teftimony that could be of hid 
faith in Cbrift^ by a free and undaunted owning of him^ 
in the face of hi^ perfecucors \ and i^hen his difgradj 
and iuffering^ were fuch U had terrified bis own dif-* 
ciples, and put them upon forf^iking and denying him^ 
*0 i\ h'^u &c, lays St, Cbryfoftam (*), The thief ^ withwi 
having beard the plrophets, $r feen any mracUs to cm^ 
vince him^ bebotdihg our Saviour fafietfd upon the trofs\ 
attended nat U) Bis ds^ace^ nor regarded bis di/bonottri 
iuty lookmg to bis divinity^ brake fortb int$ this petition i 
Lcrd^ refnember me when tbou comeft intd tby kingdom : 
aud tbis^en wbilft tbofe .u?bo bad been acquainted witB 
the declarations of ibe fropbets concerning bim^ and bad 
feen bis miraclei^ cried out agait^ bim^ tbat be bad a deviU - 
and deemed the peoples Whilft our Saviour received 
fuch defpiteful ufage, from fuch as ought to haV< 
known better things, tiiis ne^ difciple w^ not di& 
hearten'd frodfi making an open confeflion of him id 
the face of ihe multitude, then ailembled to iee hiiti 
Upon the crois. Tbirdfy, We know not ^hat fort of 
life he had formerly led, nor how he had behaV'd bittl^ 
(elf, as to the main of hii conVef fatidn; That he had 
been guilty of an act of robbery, is implied in the cha- 
rader given of him^ the fenrence of condemnation p^U 
fed upon him, and hi^ own acknowledgment^ for him* 
fclf and his fcllow-fufl&rer, Tbat they received onfy tbi 
due reward of tbeir deedsy St. Luke xxiii. 41 . But whe^ 
ther he had made a common practice of it, or had 
ever liv'd in any other coUrfe of known wickednefs^ 
we are not told, nor what fteps he might pofllbly havd 
made towards repenunce, during his conBnementi 
(k) e;^ tit. ^. J, 

F Wheitc* 



34 ^be more remote preparation for Death. 

Whence it mamfcftly follows, that our Saviour's pro- 
cedure towards him can be no precedent for others to 
judge by, whofe fins are too notorious, and bear too 
flagrant teftimony againft them, as no way worthy of 
the lenity and clemency they are fo ready to depend 
upon. Fourthly^ It d6es not appear, that this penitent 
had ever before heard of our Saviour, and the laws of 
bis gofpel, and lb pofTibiy he furrender*d himfelf upon 
the very firft call j whifch makes fo wide a diftance 
between his cafe, and that of the death- bed penitent, 
as may juftly filcnce the prctcrtce's of all fuch, to ah ac- 
ceptance with our Lord, at the laft gafp, from this 
example, fo very different from any thing they hare 
to plead for themfelves. And then it is moft certain, 
in the laft place ^ that this is but a fingle inftance; ail 
ages, from the beginning of the world, to this day, 
not affording another like it. And it is very ugreafon- 
able to conclude, that becaufeour Lord was once thus 
wonderfully rperciful, therefore he will be fure to be 
fo as often as a fmner is unwilling to repent of his fins, 
whilfl: he can continue in them. This is a ftrange and 
a (hamcful prefumptidn upon God's goodnefs, and 
which the late penitent may juftly expeft will leave 
him, at beft, in a very difconfolate and darigerous 
condition. I do not fay, that God will not pardon 
fuch, as, after a long courfe of wickednefs, unfcign- 
edly turn to him at the hour of death. But yet, from 
what I have now faid, I prdume I may fairly conclude, 
he has given us no affurance that he will do it-, and in 
particular, that nothing of this nature can be reafonably 
inferred, from this inftance of the thief upon the crofs. 
. Timoth. I heartily thank you, good Theopbilus^ for 
the full and fatisfadlory account you have given of 
this inftance, fo often abufed, to the hardening per- 
fons in their fins, in hope of a fpeedy admiffion into 
Heaven, when they can keep them no longer. And 
methinks, if your dodrine were fufficicntly publifti'd 
to the world, people would not. dare to venture on fo 
heedlcfly in their impieiiesi whi-^h they now j^erluadc 

them- 
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'themfclves will be eafily pardoned, upon a flight re- 
pentance, when they come to die. 

Theoph. This is the very height of indifcretion, or 
raiher ot folly and maJnels. And no one in his wits 
can poifiWy give a reaibn for ading thus unaccounta- 
bly, nor would ever allow himfelf m it, did not his 
luds and padlons cloud his judgment, and utterly un- 
qualify him for confulting his own fafety : for if he 
that negleds to repent at prefcnt, knows not whether 
he (hall have another day to do it in, or if he have, 
will yet have the fame impediments to ftrugglc with, 
iand fo be tempced to defer it to another time, and 
thence to another, and lb, it may be, never repent at 
all : and again, fuppofe death (hould fright him into 
repentance, when he is juft going out of the world ; 
if he can never be fure this his repentance is fuch as 
would produce a real reforniation in him, tho* time 
had been allow'd him ; nor that it will.be available to 
falyation, unlcfs it afluully do produce fuch a refor- 
mation i and if, moreover, his two main fupports, of 
the labourers in the vineyard, and the thief upon the 
crofs, both fail him, he has all the reafon in the world 

• to look upon himlelf as in the ready way to everlaft- 
ing ruin, and. muil be a moft ddperaie enemy to his 
own foul, if he refolve ftill to perfift in it. 

'Ancbith, This is fo neceflary a confequence of the 
foregoing doftrine, that I earnedly wi(h alt would be 
conftantly mindful of it, and would diligently improve 
It to their own advantage. I am fure thofe muft leave 

•.thcn^felves without at! excufc, who do not. Nor is 
there any greater folly in the world, than the deferring 
of repentance, unlcfs it be, what too frequently follows 

'upon this, the not doirig it at ail. 

Tmoib, Befides, it is to be coafider*d, that each 
day any one defers his repentance, he continues in his 
fin \ and fo Is yet adding to his account, and treafur- 
ing up to himfelf new matter of grief, and forrow, 

> and (hame, and remorfe, and anguiib^ againft his 
intended time of bethin)cing himlelf. * And what a 
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monftrous abfurdity is it, for a man knowingly and 
wilfully to do what h6 i^ convinced beforehand muft 
prove bitternefs in the thd } and if it do not confign 
him over to eternal mifery^ as there is coo juft rca- 
fon to fufped it will, muft however overwhelm his 
foul with confufion and terror^ and be a vexation 
s^bundantly beyond all the pleafure he could ever hope 
for from it ! 

Tbeopb. Upon the whole it is plain, beyond all 
tlotibt, that it is every Chriftian's chief intereft and 
concern^ iolhiediately, and in good earneft, to fet 
about this weighty and necefiary work, if he has hi- 
therto neglected it ; ^nd bpon the perftfting it, and 
rendering it as complete as may be, if he has it not now 
to begin. And I muft therefore beg leave to recom- 
mend that excellent advice of thfe Wife fon of Strath^ 
as well deferving every one^s feribu^ attention and 
practice : (/) Return unto the Lordy andfarfake thy fins \ 
make tiy pray& before bis face^ and offmd lefs. Tarn 
again to the Mofi Hfgb^ and turn away from iniquity \ fet 
- be will lead tbeeoutqfdarknefs into the light ofbealtbi and 
bate tbou abomination vehemently, (m) Before Judgmtnt 
inamine tbyfelf and in the day Of vifitation tbok Jbab 
find mercy. Humble tbyfelf before thou befick : and ih 
the time offinsfhew repentance. Let nothifig binder thee 
to pay tby vow in due time^ and defer not Until death to 
bejufUfied. (n) Think upon the wrath tbatfbidlbe tU the 
end \ and the time of vengeance^ when hefball turH away 
bis face. 

Jnchitk And this good ufe I beg of God that »l 
may be able to make of it. I thank God^ I have n<K 
the bufmefs of my whole life now upon my hand^^: 
yet I cannot but pray moft fervently. That God will 
^^ grant me his grave to tarry me through my lafi confli0 

j^ *anth that paiieHti and refignation^ and will fortify my good 

fwrpofts with fuch courage and^refoluticn^ and give me 
fuch power over all myfins^ as that I mcrf retain no man- 
ner of inclination to them^ but may be always improving m 

(/ ) Ecdai xvli. i^^ 26. {m) Ibid; tnn. sc, a 1 , as. t«) Ver.14. 
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virtue and goodnefs^ for the Uttk time I have tofiaj here \ 
and wbenfeever IJball be taken hence ^ nugbefet above the 
• reach 0/ all temptations^ and amtinually empkf din found- 
ing forth hallelujahs to the King of Heaven ^ to him whe^ 
zvaSy and is^ and is to come^ and to Jefus Cbriji thefiuih- 
fulwitntfsy the jirjirbegotten from the dead^ and the Prince 
of the kings of the earth ; who hath loved usj and wajbed 
us from our fins in his own bloody and hath made us kings 
andpriefts unto God and his Father \ to him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

A Prayer for Strength agaiaft Temptations^ and 
Imprpvemenc in Virtue and Goodnefs. 

/^ My Godf be thou merciful unto me^ and help my poor 

^ endeavours to pleafe thee, lam eameftly defirous to 

approve vyfelf unto thee. Buty alas ! the corruption of 

my nature^ and the weaknefs of ntyfacuUieSy arefuch^ that 

the beft of my performances are all polluted and defiled. 

ylndf to my unfpeakable grief Ifind^ that when to will 

U prefent with me^ yet how to perform that which is good^ 

I know not. Such is the wretched Jlate wherein J am at 

prefent', and Jbouldeft thou leave metomyfelf 1 could 

never hope for an amendment. Wherefore^ O Lord^ be 

merciful unto me, and afjift me with thy Spirit ^ which alone 

can carry me fuccefsfulty through the great work I am en* 

gaged in* Do thou but fpeak the word^ and thy feroant 

JhaU be healed. I am a poor ^ feeble ^ impotent creature^ 

utterly unable of myfelf to do what thou requireji of me. 

But if thou once befiow thy grace upon me^ that alone will 

befujficimt to carry me on againfi all oppofition^ whether 

from men or devils^ or from my ownfinful and vicious in-- 

clinatians. Deny me not that ajftfiance which thou feefi 

needful for me^ to enable me to do thy will\ and which^ 

to that endy I mofi humbly beg of thee. Let thyflrength be 

made vijible in my weaknefs. And whenever thou feefl 

me like to f ally by whatfoever fort of temptationy do tbosi 

Jlretch forth thy Almighty Handy and keep me up. Let 

nothing ever prevail againfi mCy and draw me ejidefrom 
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that duty thou requireft of me. But grant Imayfet thee^ 
the Lord^ always before my face^ that in nothing I Jin 
againft thee ; that 1 may efcbew evily and do good ; may 
work out my falvation with fear and tremblings and give 
the utmofl diligence for making my calling and ele^lion 
fure^ before I jhall go hence ^ and be no more feen \ maybe 
Jledfaji and unmoveable^ always abounding in the work of 
the Lordy for a/much as I knew that my labour fhall nst be 
in vain in the Lord-^ and may daily improve in goodnefs^ 
and continually advance from one degree of grace to ano- 
ther ^ till grace Jball at lafi be conjummated in rcerlafiing 
glory s through Jefus Chrifi our Lord and only Saviour^ 
Amen, 

Theopb. I pray God to hear your Prayer, and that hp 
will give cacn of os grace, not only to depart from all 
iniquity, but t^perfeit holinefs in his fear. There is an 
excellent meditation to this purpofe, that I lately met 
with in a certain devout author, that might fcem well 
worthy of your attention, but for the length of it ; 
which I doubt you cannot diipenfe with at prefent. 

Anchith. Yes, very well j and pray let us have it: 
for -I am defirous to hwr any thing that tends to 
promote fo good a de(ign. 

^heoph. He (<?) rcprefcnts a penitent finner bemoan- 
ing his own folly, and declaring how exceeclingly mifer- 
able he mufl hafve been, had it not been for. the un- . 
fpcakable goodnefs and clemency of Almighty God 
towards him : * There is not a moment pafled. Jays 

* he^ from my coming into the world to this time, 

* wherein I might not have died. Many ciufts, fomc 

* of which I know, tho* others I do nor, might eafily 

* have wrought this efFcft upon me. This is a certain • 

* and undoubted tnith. And yet how very few of 

* thcfe many moments have there been, wherein I 

* could have died without being utterly loft ! For, 
\ alas ! how incapable have I been of dying the death 
\ of the righteous ? How have I wanted that repcnt- 

{0) La Mort des Jufi4s^ far Monf. la Place ttc, L z. c. 4. 
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* ance^ chat faith, that charity, and thofe other vir- 

* tues, without which it is not polTible forme, not to 

* be the objcft of the divine wrath, whether in life or 

* death] A great part of my time has been fpent in 

* a fenfclcfs negligence : and oftentimes I have fallen 

* into grofs fins ; and have not prefenrly applied my- 

* felf to God for the pardon of them ; or if Thavc 
' fought to him for pardon, it has been coldly 'and 

* indifferently, without the ibrrow and- fervency which 
^ are ncceffarily required in order to ic. And when 1 
^ take a review of the moft confiderable ftages of my 

* life pad, how. little of it does there appear, of whicH 

* I can fay> that it has not been fuUurd with fome ha- 

* bitual fin ! If from the reft of my life all that be 

* taken away, wherein^ my mind had entertained any 

* refcntment, or hatred, or quarrel, againft any of my 

* brethren, or wherein I have unjuftly decainM what 
^ of right belonged to him, or have been under the 

* power of afiniul affeftion for this world's goods; 

* and have been ready to facrifice my falvation, and 

* my confcicnce,"tothem, by knownand deliberate fins; 

* l>ow very fmall will the remainder be ! And had I 
^ died in fuch an eftate, how deplorable a cafe muft 

* I have now been in ! I had undoubtedly been now 

* in Hell, fufFcring the fame tortures, with thofe the 

* divine juftice has condemned to that doleful place of 
^ punilbmenr. How am I then indebted to the inimenfe 
^ goodnefs of my Creator, for preferving me from 

* what might lo eafily and naturally h jvc befallen me ! 

* A favour that has not been granted to divers others 

* that I have known, and than whom I have not bettel* 

* deferv*d it at his hand ; whom I have fcen taken 

* hence either by fickncfs, or fuch unforefeen accidents 

* as I have been fufFer'd to efcape. And can I ever fet 
' too high a value upon fuch abundant clemency and 

* compaffion ? Yet to what purpofe does all this kind- 

* nels fcrve, if it do not put me upon a conftant care, 

* never to run the fame danger again, whereto I have 

* hitherto been exposed ? As I might poflibly have died 
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f in finy moment of my life paft, fo may h for aogh; 
f I know to the contrary, at tliis prefent inftant, or ^r 
f any time yet to come. There is no one minuce of 
f my life, that may not be that of cny Mailer's coming. 
« And can I then forbear always to behave mylclf fo, 

< as that, vhenibever he (hall appear, he may find me 
f watching, and in a readinef^ for his reception ? Hoy 
f am I concerned, Richer co proci^re a peace and re* 
f conciliation with God, or at leaft to get my (elf af- 
f fured, upon oood ground, that I 4m already in that 
f blefl!^ ftate, and moreover to guard myfelf with the 
f utmoft diligence, againft whatever might endanger 
f the lofs of (o ipe^ifpable an adyamage ! In a wcm], 
f How am I obliged cq renounce ail fort of yickednefs, 
f to caft off the love of che creatures, and gjye myielf 
« tnttrely up to God, and make it my only (ludy to. 

* plcafe and ferve him ! The only difficulty I obfervc 
^ in refolving this, is from the power thefe outwaid 
f good things have got over ipe, and my averfenels 
f to the thoughts of parting with them \ together 

< with the vain and falfe hope I have, of making the 
f intereft of earth and Heaven confift together, either 

* by allowing the prefent feafon to the former, and 
f futurity to the fecond, or by taking pains by turns, 
f fometimes for the one, and fometimes for the other. 
f But can I ftupidly fuffer myfcIf to be drawn afide by 
! fuch grofs delufions ? Can I, in the firft place, weigh 
f the interefts of this life, againd thofe of the life tq 
! Qovofi ? Row hard muft I work, before 1 can let the 
f deiire of gaining earth make me venture the lofi 

* pf Heaven, and, to enjoy a Ijctie the qiore pleafure 
^ during the few moments that remain of my lite here, 
^ dare to be miferable through the vaft extent of a 

* boundleffi eternity ! On the other fide, if I wholly 

* employ my prefent time in purfuit of the things of 

* this world, what aiTurance can I have of an oppor- 
^ tunity hereafter, wherein to fccure an intereft in 

* Heaven ? If the future feafon I promife myfelf fliould 
f never come, but death (hou|d fnatch me away in che 

* mean 
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mean^time, what profit fhall I have of all thd trouble 
I had been at in feeking after thefe temporal ad- 
vantages ? In fliort, how can I ever believe, that the 
Uttle cinde I have to lire, and which yet is always 
upon the wing, will laft long enough both to fettle 
me upon earth, and to open Heaven-gates for me ? 
In truth \i win fcarce fuffice for the accomplilhing 
either of the t^o defigns : and t& attempt both at 
the fame time, \% the ready way to fucceed in nei- 
ther. Wherefore, fuppofiiig me once convinced in 
my mind, of what in reality I know not bow tequef- 
tion, namely, that nothing is of f^ great concern 
to me 9& my falvation ^ that this is the chief and meft 
confiderableintereft I ever had, or can have ; it is, in- 
deed, my only intereft, before which whatever ^Ife I 
aim at vanifbes into nothing, and may in no wife be 
compared with it *, can I poffibly think myfelf at 
libtrty to run the hazard of fo ineftimabk a priee, 
rather than employ alt the powers I have, and all the 
time my Lord afibrds me, in the profecuxionof it ? 
See here then my grand and moft important affair f 
See here the only lawful objeA of my moft unwearied 
endeavours ! To this it is I am to apply my utmoft 
force ; and I (hall have reafon to think my (elf happy 
beyond meafure, if \ can but at laft attain to it. 
But how do I talk offeree and ability, who perceive» 
to my forrow, how exceeding impotent and weak I 
am ; and how incapable I find myfelf of dtfcharging 
the fmalleft matters as I ought, and that I cannot of 
myfclf conceive a good thought, fo far am I froin 
performing a truly good aAion! This refledion, 
O my God, would caft me into defpair, if I did not 
know, that thy Grace is Sufficient for me. I can do no- 
thing without thy aflTiftance, but thou canft enable 
me to do alt things. Thou canft ftrengthen and fup- 
port me, and perfcA in me what I (hould in vain at- 
tempt, without thy help. Yet this is not all : for 
thou haft not only power enough to fupply my im- 
potence, but goodnc(s enough too not to difdain to 

* dif- 
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« difplay ir, in favour of fuch as utterly diftrufting 
^ themlelves^ place their whole affiance in thee alone. 

A Prayer for Heavenly- mindedDefs, atod Purity 
of Heart. 

cr^H IS [truft in thee] is my only refuge^ O wrf 
-^ * God : // is shine alone that preferves me from 
Mng totally difcourag'^d* J hope that thou wilt ^ord 
me fuch fuccours as thou feefi neeeffary for me^ and 
which I leg jof thee from the bottom of wy heart. Defer 
n&ty O good God^ to help me^ till the latter end of mf 
life ; but grant me^ from thi^ very hour^ to be fenfikk 
of the faving efficacy of thy good Spirit, • Root out of m 
that unhappy inclination I have to the earthy and its 
deceitful allurements. And grant I may breathe onlf 
after heavenly things^ oty to fpeak more properhf^ 
after thee alone^ who art the treafwre whereby I 
tan become rich indeed. Give me grace to lom thet 
in the firfipdace^ and above all things^ to confecrate oR 
the motions of my heart to thee ; a hearty that^ having 
been made for none but thee^ cannot fioop^ without 
lejfening itfelf ta arty inferior obje&s. Seize this 
hearty God^ for thy/elf and refufe not to place thy 
throne in ity and fubjeh all its inclinations to thy/elf^ 
that nothing may ever arije in it that is not accordiffg 
to thy willy and tends not to promote thy glory. In 
one Word^ O Lord^ difpofe all things in fuch a man* 
ner^ as that I may live in thy fear^ and die in tby 
favour and love. Amen/ 

Timoth. Thus ought every gopd chriftian to pray. 
But, TheophiluSy I (hould ftill have a farther requeft to 
you, were it not fqr fear of being over-troublefome 
xo Ancbithanesy whom, I think, we ought to take pity 
upon, and leave him to himfelf, and to his reft, after 
io long an exercife of his patience. For tho' your 
diCcourfe is both entertaining and inftru£live, it may 
be too much for one whole fpirits are low, and his 

body 
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body difordered ; and who may need therefore to be 
quiet. 

Tbeopb. I wi(h what I have faid had come up to the 
dignity of the fubjeft I have been treating of, than 
which nothing can be of more univerfal concern to 
mankind. But, pray, what is it you would have 
afked farther ? 

*Timoth. That you would have declared wherein 
conflfts the nature of that repentance, for which you 
have been thus earneftly arguing ; that fo a man may 
know, not only what obligation he is under to the 
faithful difcharge of it, but likewife how he may 
difcharge it aright. 

Tbeopb. Your motion, I confefs, were very proper, 
were it not unfcafonable at prefent. For we muft 
have a care not to trefpafs too far upon Ancbitbanes^ 
who, though he is very obliging, and will not com- 
plain of us, muft needs wifh within himfelf, that we 
would be going: therefore we had better forbear at 
prefent, and appoint another day to meet and fettle 
that inquiry. 

AncbUb. Pray, dear TbeopbihiSy let me by no means 
occafion any interruption of your difcourfe; for I 
thank God I am not fo ill as you may imagine. I am, 
and have been, very eafy ; and though fomewhat faint, 
yet not to fuch a degree, but that 1 have been moft 
agreeably entertained by you hitherto ; and could be 
very glad to hear Timotbeus^s queftion well anfwered, 
that fo I may pick out fomething for my own ufe. 

tbeopb. This will be too large a talk to enter upon 
^t prefent, and I muft therefore intreat, that you will 
pleafe to difmifs us at this time. 

Ancbitb. 1 know not ho^ to do that : I am fo defi- 
rous of your decifion of that weighty point, that you 
can no way fo far oblige me, as by granting Timolbeus 
his proper and feafonable requeft. 

Tbeopb. Since you have given your word, Ancbi- 
fbaneSi that this undertaking is not difagreeable to 
you at this time, I (hall make no farther excufes, but 
^' fee 
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fee myfelf to difpacch what you deiire, though widi 
all the brevity I can. Now the firft thing implied in 
this great duty of repentance, is a fight of fio, 9fkd 
forrow for it, as for the word of all evils, and iodctd 
the caufe of all others ; highly ofTenfive to Almighqr 
God, and infinitely deftrui^ive of our own welfare, 
both now in this world, and irrecoverable to all eter- 
nity in the other. It is a notorious diibbedience aad 
a^rqnt to our fovereign Lord and Creator, whofe we 
are, and to whom all our lervicesare due, and wboTc 
laws we cannot violate without the vileft difing^i^tj 
and unducifulnefs. He gave us our being, and pre- 
fer ves us in it ; and all the good things we at any time 
partake of, proceed purely from his bounty to us. 
In him we Uve^ end mave^ and have our being ; and to 
him we are accountable ^or all our doings, and for 
our good or ill management of the divers talents and 
bleflings he entrufts us with. And what can be more 
intolerably miibecomixig, than to rife up in rebellioa 
agaipft fuch a gr.agious Benefador, return him indig- 
nities and defpite for all his munificence and bounty, 
enmity for his lov.e, and hatudfor bis goad'^wtUi And 
is not the haying done this, enough to make a aiaa 
abhor himfclf in dud aqd adies ? (low fliould it cover 
our faces with confufion, and fill our hearts, with the 
nxod pungent forrow, to think that we (hoqld ever 
have indulged ourfclves in a courfe of luch qnduti* 
fulnefs to the bed of lords, fuch intolerable difobe? 
dience to the kinded and mod loving of benefaftprs, 
on whom is all our dependence,, a^nd £jl our hope! 
If we confider ourfelvcs only as creajtures made and 
proteAed by him, and who have all the reafon in the 
world to fubnait to h>s gpvernment, every wilful and 
deliberate offence againd him mud be highly pro- 
voking : and the remembrazicc of every fuch traii£* 
greflion ought to dick hard upon us,, and qi^ke us. 
rediefs and impatient, till we (hall have obtained the 
pardon of it. But then if we farther obfervc, that 
our good and gratious Qod has not only taken cajie 
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of our bodies, to accommodate us wich the good 
things of this Yrfky bac has much move glorioufly ma- 
nifetted his exceffive loytng-kindnefs cowards us, in 
the care he has condefceoded co take for the welfate 
of our immortal fouls ; that he net only entered into 
covenant with nmin to make hiin abundantly happy 
upon condition of a dutiful obedience to his kwii 
but when all mankind bad Jtmed^ and fo come foort 
ef the glory rf God^ and bad juftly deferved the fcve- 
rity of his indignation, to fuflper, for their wickedncfe, 
both in this world, and in that which is to come, he 
out of his immcnfe goodne(s commiferated our loft- 
Undone condition, and feund^out a ranfomfor us^ whetl 
no hope of refcue any other way appeared, or Could 
be imagined, by giving his own Son, his only-begotten 
and well-beloved Son, the ever-blefled Jejus^ to af- 
fume our nature, and be born into the worlds to lead 
a mean and troublefome life, to be defpifed and rejeSid 
wf meHf flouted and derided, and at laft put to death 
upon the crofs for our redemption ; that (p) as in our 
firft parent j/idam all bad diedy fo in bim the fecond 
Adam all ndgbt be made alive. Whojoever, J fay, 
obferves this.aftonifhing manifeftation of the divine 
goodnefs towards rebeUious and finful men, may well 
ftand amaz'd to think, that they fliould ever 6nd in 
their hearts to difobey a God of fuch abundant, fuch 
excei&ve picy towards us. This is the utmoft height 
of ingratitude, as well as difobedience, and can never 
be fufficiently lamented, by all the tears we can fhed, 
and lighs and groanf we can fend forth. Tho' we 
fhould go mowmhig all $be day Ung \ tho', with Dawd^ 
we ihould (;) make ottr bed to Jmmy and Vfaier our 
eottcb with our tears ; tbo', with Ilezekiab^ we ihoukl 
(r) tbaiter like a crane or a Jwalhwy and mourn as a 
daur^ till aOr eyes Jhould fail witb loohmg upwards ; wi^ 
Daniely ihould (s) fet our face unto the Lord Qodiofeek 
fy prayer and fapptications^ wtb f^ing^ and fackclotb^ 

Ip) I Cor. XV. 22. (f) Pfahn vt« 6. (r) Iftiah jeixviii. 14. 
(/) Dan. ix. 3, 
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andajbes ; and, with the peiriiefii&io the antient church, 
ihould {t) put tm fackclotb^ and covers curfehes with afibei, 
and cafi ourfehes dotm in the nudft of the coj^regaiion^i 
Jbould ptmi/h ourfehes with fajting and waitings and aU 
forts of mortification ; fl^ould fall down to the faithful^ 
and embrace their knees^ end kifs their feet^ and feek bj 
all means pcjfible to obtain their prayers in our behalf: 
ihould we do all this, and a thoufand times more by 
way of penance, for our abufe of fo good, fo gracious 
a Redeemer, we could never duly bewail the heinouf- 
nefs of fuch iniquity. So that if we confider only the 
wickednefs of our fins, and the horrid guile contrafbed 
by them, we have all abundant caufe to lament and 
bemoan them, and to (hew forch the greatcft abhor- 
rcnce and deteflation of them. And yet have we ftill 
more reafon to do it, if hereto be added the mif- 
chtevous efFefts of them in relation to ourfelves, as 
they arc the only means of robbing us of God's fa- 
vour, and expofing us to his juft indignation, and 
thereby of bringing down his heavy judgments upon 
• OS here in this world, and of delivering us over to his 
^eternal vengeance in the other, to be fentenced from 
bis prefence^ and the glory of his power ^ and be cafi ini^ 
outer darknefSi where will be weepings and wailing^ and 
gna/bing of teeth for evermore, and have our part in tbt 
lake that burns with fire and brimfione ; which is the 
fecond deaths and the (harpeft and the mod intoler- 
able, as well as the mofl lafting, of all punifhments. 
Wherefore fuch being the guilt, and the terrible firuit, 
of our (ins, every one that is not wilfully blind muft 
necefiarily fee, what indifpenfable obligations all arc 
under, to abominate and deteft them, and loath them- 
felves becaufe of them, and earneftly fue to the throne 
of grace for mercy and forgivenefs, and ability to 
walk more holily for the future. This is the firft 
part of repentance, a hearty forrow for fin, and an 
abhorrence of it, and xA ourfelves becaufe of it. The 

(/) Tertul. d< Pcenit, c. 9. & de Pudic. 0.5. B. Cyprian. Epift. 
€5. Eufcb. Hift. Ecd. L 5. c. 2». 
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next is a firm and fteady purpofe of forfaking it« 
And nothing is more natural, than to refplve to flee 
from, and avoid, what we know to be not only bad 
in itfcif, but deftruftrve alfo to all that indulge thcm- 
fclvcs in it. They whofc hearts art fo hardened, and 
their eyes fo blinded, as not to difcover the evil of 
fin, may fcnfelcfly chiife to live in It. But all others 
muft be felf-condcmned, if they do not iinfeignedly 
refolve. upon a fpecdy renunciation of it, and take 
care moreover to putfuch their refolution in pradice« 
To this, common prudence, and a defire of our wel- 
fare, dircft, as we would not ruin ourfclvcs beyond 
recovery. The checks of our own confciences alfo 
rccommend.it, reprehending us for what we have 
done amifs, and reminding us how much it is our 
duty to live in the exercife of the contrary virtues. 
And this the Holy Scriptures from time to time in- 
culcate with the grWteft earneftriefs, and under the 
fevcreft penalties j requiring («) to deny all ungodlinefs 
and worldhf lujlsy and to Hve'foberly^ rigbieoufty^ 4md 
godly ^ in this preftnt evil 'world V{p) to ceqfe to do m/, 
and learn to do weU\ {x)\o repent and be cowverteJ^ 
that our fins may be blotted outi {y) to caft off t be works 
of darknefs^ .ahd put on the armour of light j and, in a 
word, (z) to repent and turn to Gody and do works meet 
for repentance. And, iti truth, without this, all our 
forrow for our fins, and the fight and fenfe we have 
of them, inftead of atoning, will aggravate our guilt, 
and increafe our condemnation, and will inticle us to 
the dreadful fate of th^t obftinately difobedient fer- 
vant who knows his Mafter*s will, but for not doing 
it, as he is convinced he ought, {a) jhall be beaten 
^ith many Jlripes. The dearer apprehenfion anjr have 
of thdr fms, the more deplorable is their condition, 
and the greater (hare of torments they muft expcd in 
the other life, if they ftill continue in them. And 
this therefore is the other part of our repentance, that 

{u) Tit. ii. 12. (w) Ifaiah i. ^6, 17. (;r) Aa« liL 19. 

{j) Rom. xiix. it. («) A^s xxvi. 20. (a) Luke lii. 47. 
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to our fight of OUT iios» aod ibrrow and humiiiatiori 
becaufe of them, we add alfo a fubiequeat can to re- 
frain from them, and walk in all refpefb 9S become^ 
good Chriftjans. Without thia» our repenunce, how 
penfive and afFcAing foevier, is nevertbele(s incom- 
plete, and win never ftand us in any ftead. 

^imotb. You have been like youHelf, TkcofbihtSf 
very kbd and obligingi in giving yourfelf thus much 
trouble at my intreaty : and, which is an unequal re- 
turn for it, you have hereby emboldened me to pray 
a farther favour from you ; which is, that you would 
in like manner inform me how a refolution of amend- 
ment is to be form'd, {o as that it inay hold out in 
time of temptation, and niay really produce tbt 
amendment intended by it. 

Tbecpb. This is a very pertinent inquiry, and which 
deferves the ferious confideration of all that would 
l^pent to purpofe ; fo as not to deceive tbemfelves 
with a name to Uve^ wbiiji they are dead, and ufelels as 
to the proper purpofes of living *, and therefore I IkaU 
make no difficulty of giving you the cloateft anfwer I 
can to it. It is certain too many refolve with them- 
felves to amend and live well, whofe relblutions ilaod 
them in no ftead, becaufe not founded upon a found 
bottom i either not made from a right printiple, or 
not duly conlidered, together with the temptations 
that may arife co the contrary ; whereby they are pre- 
fently (haken, and fi) they become Uke the wwrmng 
eloud, and like the early dew^ that goetb awc^. For the 
cure of which mifchief, we muft fee, that our refblu- 
tions be fix'd and well-fettled, that they be our deli- 
berate choice, and what we are fully bent upon ad^^ 
hering faithfully to, whatever the confequence be al 
to this life. They muft be like that of JoJbiiA^ who 
had fet his heart to ferve the Lord, and had his mind 
lb fixM upon it, that he would conftantly cleave td 
him, tho' none elfe fliould. For thus he befpeaks 
the children of Ifrael^ like a faithful fervant of the 
crue God| and who wai zeahnally defirous, that all 
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/kouJd fet themfe}ye$ to &rve bim aright, but would 
do ic himletf, choagh he (hould have none but his owo 
family to join with him in it. (i) Now fieref are fear 
the Lordy and firve him in fincerily and in truths and 
fut away the gods which your fathers ferved on the 
other fide of the fiaod^ ^nd in Egypt j and ferve ye the 
Lord. And if it feem evil unto you to ferve the Lord\ 
ghufe you this defy whom ym will ferve ^ whether the 
gods which your fathers ferved^ that were on the other 
Jide of the floods or the gods of the AmoriteSy in wbofe 
land ye dwell : but as for me and my houfe^ W E 
friLL SERVE THE LORD. Or like that 
of Joby (c) Till I die^ 'I will not remove my integrity 
from me. My righteoufnefs 1 will hold faft^ and wiil 
not letjt go'y my heart fhall not reproach me fo long 
as I live. And again ot Elihu^ to the fame purpofc, 
{d) I will not offend avy more: that which I fee not^ 
ie^cif thou me ; and if I have done iniquity ^ I will do 
no more. Where you f^he refolutcly declaces againfl: 
all Icnowa fin, / will not offend any more\ and if he 
had mifcarried through ignorance, and dooe what he 
ought not, be defires to be better inftrufted, with a 
promife never to offend again in the like manner. 
That 'which 1 fee not^ teach thou me -, and if I have, 
dene imquityy I will do no more. Thus muft every pe- 
nitent Ijtedf aft] y. and pofijtively fix^ bis refoiution of 
ferviqg God fmcerely and uprightly, without a re- 
ferve for any beloved vice, or any trouble or diffi- 
culty, lofs or difappointment, it may bring upon him. 
And to xhis end, the following rules are to be care- 
fully obferv'd, in order to a right method of form- 
ing our refolutions, and the la(ting effedl and benefit 
of them. Firfl^ th^ muft be ferieus and hearty. And 
we muft .00c oaly abhor all hypocrify, in promifing 
what we never intend to perform ; but muft take care 
moreover, that we be not faint and indifferent iit 
tt^ra. We muft not be like St. Auguftin in Im youth, 
who afterwards penitently profeffcs of himfelt, that 
if) Joih.ixiv. i4> 15. (f>.J<rf)ZXvii. 5, 6u (J) Ibid, xxxiv. 31* 32. 
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{e) when be was youngs be begged of God to endue bim 
with cbajlity^ fay^^gy ^^"^ ^^ cbaftity^ but not yet ; 
fearing to be beard in fucb bis requefi^ and be prefentiy 
beakd^ wbilfi in truth he wantetb to have bis hfts 
ftill farther fatisfied^ rather than extinguifhed \ nor 
iike Pharaoh^ (/) who whilft God's hand lay heavy 
upon him; made fair promifes to Mofes and Aaron^ 
that he would detain the people no longer ; and per- 
haps he bad (bme thoughts of doing as he faid^ for 
the prefent ; yet did not mind to perform his proniife 
when again ac eafe, but exercifed hb wonted levericy 
towards them. We muit rather fet ourfelves to imi- 
tate ZaccbeuSj (g) who, to (hew the flncerity of his 
repentance, immediately oflfer'd to give largely to 
the poor, and to make a fourfold reftitution to all he 
had wrong'd. We muft (h) turn to the Lord with all 
our heart J and with all our foul\ muft deal clearly and 
uprightly with him, and not feek to deceive, either 
him or ourfelves, with fair promifes of what we are 
not much concerned whether we perform or no ; and 
muft fee to undertake nothing but what at the fame 
time we are fully purpofed to fulfil, to the utmoft of 
our power. Which that we may do as we ought, a 
fecond rule that I would recommend in the forming 
our holy refolutions is, that they be built upon fucb 
foundations as will bold at all times^ and in ail cafes. 
They muft not be made upon any contingent parti- 
cular reafons which may vary, and fo may fail us; 
and upon the failure whereof we may be in danger 
of relapfing into our former evil courfes. We muft 
not renounce a (in, only becaufe it is (bameful, or dif- 
advantageous to our temporal welfare ^ becaufe fo we 
fliall be apt to be drawn into it, when it may be com- 
mitted with privacy and impunity *, nor only becaufe 
we are fick, and apprehend ourfelves like to die ; be- 
caufe then if we recover, the main occadon of our 
rcfolution will be removed for the prefent, and fo we 

(/) B. Aug. Confer. 1. 8.C, 7. (/) Exod. via. 8, 15, 2S, 32. 
— ijc. a8, 35. —X, 24, 27. (g) Luke xix. 8. {&) Dcut. xxx. 10. 
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Ihall be tempted to iin again, in hope of another op* 
portunity of repenting when death fhall threaten us 
again. If we refolve to be honeflr, only in hope of 
acquiring hereby a good reputation, and fo of ad- 
vancing ourfclves in the world ; this refolution will 
Jaft no longer, if we once happen to meet with an 
opportunity of anfwering this end, by fome unex- 
pected beneficial aft of knavery, that may turn to 
great account, and do our bufmefs at once. And fo 
in other cafes, an uncertain fallible foundation of our 
refolutions wUl be in great danger of rendering them 
incffcAual -, at leaft we can never be fure it will not. 
And he that would acquit himfeif like a good chrif* 
tian, muft feek therefore for a firmer bafis whereon to 
ground his refolutions, which will enable them to 
hold out, like a boufe buiU upon a rock^ againft all the 
violence of wind or water: he mull fee, that they 
proceed from a true fenfe of the evil of fin, and the 
excellency and advantage of virtue and goodnefs, the 
ijuty he owes to his Maker, the worth of his immor- 
tal foul, the covenant he entered into at his baptifm, 
the profeiBon he makes of following his bleficd Sa- 
viour's example, and being boly^ as he which has called 
htm is holy ^ a remembrance of God's prefence always 
with us, and the account he will exaft from each one 
of us at the laft day, and the like. Thcfe arc rca- 
fens which will hold good always, and be a defence 
againft all kind of Qn, and all temptations to it, and 
can be flighted by none that are ferioufly concerned 
for their own welfare, either here or hereafter. And 
what refolutions are thus firmly fettled, but not clfe, 
may fafely be relied upon, as like to anfwer their de- 
figns upon all occafions and trials. Befides which, a 
third rule to be obferved in making our refolutions, 
19 » That they be made with due deliberation^ and a tho- 
rough inquiry into the nature of the duty whereto we 
are engaging ourfelves^ inafmucb as otherwife it is 
(hrewdly to be fulpcftcd, they will not laft long. 
We may defign well in making them j but this is not 
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ooought Ufilefs we take care to make them well, t 
mean* upon fuch a thorough obfervation of the ad- 
vantages and inconveniencies that may attend them* 
on the one hand, and on the other, as may prepare 
U8 for an undaunted encounter with all the oppofi- 
tion we may meet with in the profecution of them. 
And we muft therefore take the fame courfe as he, 
(/) who, iniendiftg to build a tower ^ Jits damn fafi^ and 
CQunteth the coft^ whither he hath Jufficient to finijb si \ 
or that kingj who, going to make war againft another iuf^ 
ftttttb down fir Jl^ and confidtetb^ whether he be able with 
ten thoufand'i to meet Mm that cometh againfi him with 
twenty thou/and. And indeed, if this courfe be not 
taken, no one knows to what mifchiefs he fhall ex* 
pofe himfelf, for want of it. For let a man refolve 
ever fo ferk>ufly and pioufly, and upon ever fo found 
a principle, yet he may poifibly be far from having 
refolvtd aright, unlefs his refolution be confiderate, 
and well weighed before-hand. It is not enough to 
refolve upon a new life, on fome fudden tranfport, 
fome ufiuTual fit of devotion, fome prefent ill confe- 
quence he has felt of his fin ; or without attending to 
the proper method to be taken, and means to be ufed, 
in order to a reformation : He that thus founds his good 
refolutions upon heatj of fajftcn^ fets his fouL, as a great 
man fpeaks, (k) upon a weathercock, which every con- 
trary blafii of humour J or interejl, blows into a contrary 
pqfition. His indeliberate refolutions may light upon 
a wrong objcdt, and fo become unlawful ; or lay upon 
him unneceflfary impoficions, and fo prove a needlels 
burden to him % or they may fail in time of trial, and 
fo leave him in a far worfe condition, than if they 
had never been made. i. I fay. They may light upon 
a wrong.objedt, and fo become unlawful. The bounds 
between good and eviU right and wrong, virtue and 
vice, are not always fo manifefl: and clear, but that 
a well-meaning man may pofllbly be raiftaken con* 

(/) Lukexiv. 28, 31. 

\k) Dr. Scatt^t Pradical Difcoarfes, vol. I. pag. 364. 
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cerning them. Not only the extremities arc imme- 
diately diftinguifhed, but nearer approaches too many 
be eafily difccrniblc. Yet the borders of them lie fo 
clofe, and the ridge that parts them is fo nar'row, and 
in ibme cafes makes fo little appearance, that a man 
may be apt to ftep over it Before he is aware. And 
for this reafon when he is to fix his choice, he had 
need have his eyes and thoughts about him, and ob- 
fcrve well with himfclf, what courfe he is to take^ 
and where he may fafely fix his mark. And if he 
do ncu, he may too late find, that he has had the mif- 
forttine to embrace covetoufncfs, inftcad of a pru- 
dent management ; or profufenefs, on the other hand, 
* inftead of a becoming hofpitality ; fuperftition, inftead 
of true and regular devotion ; revenge, inftead of a 
juft vindication of himfelf 5 difobedience to the com- 
mands of lawful authority, inftead of a care for the 
purity of God's worfhip; or treafon and rebellion, 
inftcad of a due regard to the fafety and welfare of 
fociety. This is one reafon, and a very good one, 
why a man (hould make all his refolutions of amend- 
ment, and a holy life, with a great deal of warinefs 
and deliberation, to prevent his miftaking the nature 
of his duty, and that he may not be really finning 
againft God, whilft he takes himfelf to be doing him 
fervice. And another is, to avoid laying needlefs im- 
pofitions upon himfelf, by obliging himfelf to fuch 
courfes, as, if lawful, will much abridge his chriftian 
liberty, and fo by that means become burdenfomc to 
him. Such arc vows of celibacy, and of wilful po- 
verty, of fpending more time in retirement and de- 
votion, than a man's circumftances can reafonably 
allow of; of abftinence from fome particular forts of 
meat or drink ; or whatever lays a greater reftrainc 
upon people than is proper for them, all things con- 
fidered : which might eafily be avoided, by a deli- 
berate weighing all fuch vows and refolutions before- 
hand, and examining what ground there is for them, 
and what inconveniencies and mifchiefs may enfue 
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upon them. This therefore common prudence wouid 
direft to, as a proper method for preventing fuch 
troubles and inconveniencies, as a man might other- 
wife run into, to the prejudice of his health, or his 
cftate, or his liberty, either of foul or body ; and 
might fometimes be an unforefeeh occafion of expof- 
ing him to ftrong temptations to fin. Again, inde- 
liberate refolutions ofxentimes fail upon trial, and lb 
leave a man in a far worfe condition than if they had 
never been made. Such refolutions made as in the 
prefencc of Almighty God, and in order to hi$ fcr- 
vice, are an obligation to behave ourfelves accord* 
ingly. And confequently the breach of them muft 
be an aggravation of our fins, committed in violation 
of fuch obligation, and what all ought therefore care- 
fully to guard againft : which there is no other way 
of doing, that I know of, but by a diligent obfer- 
vance of all our refolutions, that they be made with 
good deliberation, and a careful inquiry into the true 
nature of what we make the matter of them. If this 
courfe be not conftantly taken, no wonder if our re- 
folutions often fail us when we come to try them, 
and (hould expeft to fee the good efitd of theait 
For, firji^ Temptations may be ftronger than we ex- 
peded, and fo may unhappily prevail againft fuch as 
apprehended no manner of danger from them ; as it 
happened in St. feterh denial of his Lord. This 
apoflle, in a great devotion to his Saviour, defies all 
enemies to overcome his love and duty to him ; he 
would chufe to die with him, rather than be guilty of 
any want of fidelity tpwards him ; and whatfoever 
trials, afflidlions, and perl'ecutions might befal him, 
though all the reft of the difciples (hould faint and 
(ink under them, he doubted not but to be able to 
bear up againft them. So he profeflTes, St. Mattb. 
3fxvi. ^^. though all wn Jhould be offended becaufe 0/ 
thee J yet will I never be offended ; and again, ver. 35. 
though I Jhould die with thee, yet will I not deny tbu. 
put he had not fufficicntly attended to the difficulties 

that 
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that might arife, the adverfaries that might terrify 
him, the unexpefted aflaulcs that might furprife 
him, and the dangers that might threaten him ; he had 
not confidered, that one of the highprieft's maids 
might know him, his own fpeech might difcover him, 
and his heart hereupon might fail him. He knew 
in himfelf what love be had for his Lord and Mafter» 
but not to what inconveniencies it might expofe him^ 
and bow far they might be like to prevail againft 
him. And hence, notwithftanding all the warmth of 
his prefent pafllon, not many hours had p^fled, be^ 
fore he, according to our Lord's prediction, curfed 
and fwore, and denied that he knew him. And if 
this blefled apoftle was fo eafily prevailed with, to 
break the promife he had fo lately made, what rea- 
fbn have we all, poor feeble creatures as we are, to 
guard againft the like aflaults, with all the diligence 
that may be ? Here we have a pregnant inftance of 
human frailty ; which ought co convince us all, how 
little we are to rely upon our own ftrength, and how 
little truft is to be given to thofe good purpofes, how 
fincere foever, that are taken up without a deliberate 
contemplation of what may probably be the effeft of 
them. Secondly^ We ourfelves may prove weaker than 
we expe^^ed ; and, notwithftanding our good opinion 
of ourfelves, may become as flexible as the young 
man in the (/) comedian^ all whofe firmeft purpofes 
' were in great danger of being pcrfeclly fruftrated by 
a little fawning upon him, and a few counterfeit tears, 
Jt was not Reubenh cafe alone, to be as his father 
Jacob reprefents him, unjiable as wafer ; but whofon 
ever well obferves the carriage of the reft of the 
world, and how readily they change their mind, 
upon fome little alteration in their circumftances, will 
cafily difcover the generality of mankind to refem- 
ble him too nearly in this defed ; and that all ought 

(/) Haec verba, meheicale, ana falfa lacrymala, 
Quam oculos terendo mifere vix vi expreiTerit, 
Jltilingttcr.^-i— — 7>rf«r. Eumcb, Ad. 1. Scfm i. 
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therefore to be very watchful over thetnfelves, that 
they do not relapfe into their former wickednefs, be* 
fore they are well fenfible of their danger. Efpe* 
cially confidering that, thirdly^ Our prefent zeal may 
foon decay and languilh, and fo may leave us, in a 
manner, indifferent, as to the performance of what we 
had fo eagerly refolved upon ; and what we thought 
a perfed hatred to our fins, may in a little time dtf- 
cover itfelf to be only a fudden heat of pafTion, which 
prefently wears off, and fo they again infinuate them- 
ieives, as if they had never been refolved againft. 
Hence too many, after all their confidence in their 
own ftrength, and the firmnefs of their good pur- 
pofes, have ftarted back in a little time; like the 
church of Epbefus^ have {m) left their firft love ; like 
the {n) feed fown among the thorns^ have had all their 
good dcfigns cboaked with the cares^ and riches^ and 
pleajures of this worlds fo as to bring no fruit to perfect 
fion ; or like the Jews, who were once fo tranfported 
with zeal for our Saviour, (o) that they would take Inm 
^ force and wake him a king ; yet not long after, were 
as zealoufly fet againft him, crying, {p) Away with 
bimy away with him ; crucify him^ crucify him \ we have no 
king tut C^efar. Such fickle uncertain creatures are men 
when left to themfelves ; and fo little dependence is 
there upon their firmcft refolutions, when not built 
upon folid principles, and duly confidered before* 
hand, and when not fupported and affifted by the 
grace of God. (q) Te did run weUy fays St. Paul to 
the Galatians : Who did hinder you^ that ye fhouid not 
obey the truth ? They acquitted themfelves laudably, 
and as became good chriftians, at their firft fetting 
out 5 yet it feems, not long after, the apoftle found 
caufc to reprehend them for not continuing on their 
courfe. And thus it frequently fares with others, who 
having entered upon a new courfe, think themfelves 
immoveably fettled in it j yet, to their fhame and ruin, 

(«) Rev. 11, 4. («) Luke viii. 14. U) Joho vi. 14, K- 

(^) Ibid. xix. IS, {{i Gal. V. 7. 
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are by degrees drawn off ftom their hafty and ill- 
grounded refolutions, as if^ (r) having begun in ibejpirit^ 
they could any way hope to be madeperfeS by tbefiejh. 
They refoli^d upon a religious life in the grofs, with- 
out inquiring arteht into the feveral duties implied in 
it 9 but^ alas ! when they came to be cried in the par- 
ticular parts of it, this they had never thought of» 
and found them of a different nature from what chty 
apprehended; one duty feems not fo necefiary, as 
they had at firft conceived it to be, and another if 
more difficulty and will put them to a great deal more 
trouble and pains than they imagin'd j and hoice 
they ftart back, and repent of their good refolutionsi 
when they find greater diligence, and mortification, 
and fclf-denial, necefiary in order to the execution of 
them, than they had expected. In a fit of religion^ 
they refolved to cafhier all their lufts, and become 
new men, and lead a very different life from what 
they had led formerly ; but all this they did raOily, 
refolving upon they knew not what, nor what power 
or ability they had for the performance of it. And 
no one ought to think it ilrange, if an enterprise, thus 
indeliberately undertaken, were let fiill afterwards, 
when they came to find their error ; and experience 
taught them, that a great deal more was required of 
them, than they thought of when they made their 
refolution. They were in hope of obtaining their 
pardon, and reconciliation with their offended God, 
and fo to efcape the wrath to come ; and this made 
them defirous to enter into a new covenant with him, 
to ferve and obey him, and to do all his will ; this 
therefore they readily agreed to, in general terms. 
But when they found themfelves touched in the moft 
fenfible part, and that they muft neceffarily quit their 
mofl: beloved lufts, and engage in what moft direftly 
thwarted their natural inclinations, they began to be* 
think themfelves, and were ready to cry out with 
thofc at Capernaum^ (j) ^Ins is a bard faying ; rvbo can 
(r) Ibid. ill. 3. (0 John vi, 60. 
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bear it ? Wherefore, co fixure us againil any fuch uo- 
happy difappoincmenc, we muft be fure te cake time 
before we fix our refolution, coofidering well whac 
it is we are about co refolve upon, and what reafoa 
we have for engaging in ic, weighing the arguaieats 
on both fides, and thence making fiich a decermiaa- 
tion, as we may realbnably conclude we (hall never 
be able to repent of. The moft ferious thoughts,- and 
moft advifed confultations and debates with ourfelves» 
are little enough to form fuch a purpofe of amend* 
ment, as may hold out in all times, and upon all oc- 
cafioos« But I fear I have inlarged too far upon this 
head. 

Ancbitb, Very far from it, I afiiire you, as to my* 
felf. And I may anfwer for Timotbeus^ that be would 
not have had one word omitted of what you have'faid. 

^itnotb. I cannot but own the truth of what our 
good friend has undertaken for me \ and (hall be very 
thankful, if you will pleafe to proceed in your own way, 
fince Jncbftbanes, you bear, is ftill difpofcd to hearken 
to you. 

Anchitb. This ufeful and truly chriftian advice is a 
very good remedy againft my diftemper, and makes 
me pais the time much eafier than I could hope to 
have done, if left to myfelf. And therefore, pray, 
Tbeopbilus^ be fo kind as to add what farther dire£Uoo4 
you think proper concerning this weighty duty. 

Tbe&ph. I have hitherto obferved, that all our refolu* 
tions of a holy life ought to be ferious and hearty^ fet^ 
tied uptm a found and lafiing principle^ and witb due deb- 
icration, and a tborougb conjideration of what we under- 
take^ andwbetb^ it be like to hold out or not. And now 
I add, in the fourtb place. That they muft be perfe3 
and intire, fo as to comprehend our whole duty, and 
guard againft all kind of fin. They muft extend to, 
and comprehend in them, whatever Almighty God has 
required at our hands ; and muft exclude, and debar 
from, whatever is contrary to his moft Holy Will, 

They 
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They muft be free from all by-ends, and finifter de- 
figns and ^ims ; and muft, like the Pfalmift, (/) have 
rejpta to all Go^s commandments. For if we have re- 
fervefor any one fin, we cannot be faid to ferve God 
with all our heart ; but know afluredly, on the other 
hand, that by this our fingle fort of offence, we are 
in e£Ped guilty of a breach of the whole law. So fays 
St. JameSy («) fVbofoever Jball keep the whole law^ and yet 
offend in one pointy be is guilty of all. 'Tis but a fmall 
excufe, fays Dr. Hammond^ on the place, ' To think 
^ that this is but one tranfgreflion, and therefore not 

* confiderable : For the obedience of God's Will is re- 
^ quired univerfally to all that he commands \ and he 

* that o&nds in one, though he keep all the reft, is 
< guilty of the breach of that obedience, and punifh- 
^ able as well as if he had broken all.' All a man's 
zeal for fome part of his duty will never denominate 
him holy^ or capacitate him for the reward of thofe 
that are fo, fo long as he takes liberty to tranfgrefs in 
any other. It is fo far from this, that fince the fame 
fewer and authority of God gives fanSion to all bis laws^ 
as a late learned (w) author fpeaks, // // a virtual dif 
awfdng and difclaiming of that^ wilfully to difobey ity and 
rebel againfi it^ and openly oppofe it in any cafe \ which 
be does who lives in any known and wilful fin. And he 
is therefore to be accounted an enemy and traitor to Hea^ 
veny and punijb'd as fuch^ who renounces its abfolute 
power and right to govern him in all things ^ and fub^ 
verts the whole foundation of obedience and fubmiffion to 
it. This one fin, continued in, is like {x) the dead flies 
in the ointment^ caufing it to fend forth a ftinhng favour ; 
it pollutes and vitiates all our righteoufnefs, and makes 
it unacceptable to Almighty God ; and fo is a ready 
means of robbing us of our reward. Befides that, 
in the mean time, it eftranges the Spirit of God from 

(/) Pfalm cxix. 6. («) James ii. lo. («;) Dr. Fain, 

pf Repentance, Chap. 7. Sedt. 1. (^} Ecclef. x. i. 
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us, fubjeds us to the doininion of v\ct^ and fo ex* 
pofes ua to other kiods of fins* g^ves the de^il a power 
over us, and if not repent^ of, we know not how 
foon it may lodge us in Hdl for all eternity. So chat 
you fee there is great reafon for every one that woukl 
be faved, to refolve againft all forts of fins, lefier as 
well as greater, private as well as publick, of omifiion 
as well as commiffion ; fuch as are defigncd to ple^ 
others, as well as thofe intended only to pleafe our- 
felves. Whatfoever fort of iniquity it be, a good 
Chriftian cannot but think himfelf indifpenfably ob- 
liged CO refolve againft ic, as ever he would anfwer his 
moft holy profeffion, or would be happy, either here 
or hereafter. None muft reckon himfelf to have fi- 
nifhed his work, but to have begun it only, who has 
renounced his fins in general, but yet retains an af- 
feftion for fome one darling luft or pafiion. Nor 
can that be efteemeti a truly chriftian refolution, 
which is not fo levelled againft all fins, as to make no 
allowance for any one breach of God*s command- 
ments, under whatfoever temptation, or in whatib- 
cver circumftances. Hence therefore it follows, that, 
in iht fifth place^ Our refolutions muft be adequate to idl 
times and conditions. Firft, To all times. They muft 
not refpeft futurity only, but the prefent time, that 
without any delay we {y) make bafie to keep God*s com- 
mandments. For to determine to repent hereafter, is 
in truth no better than to refolve to be wicked at pre- 
fent. It is not to forfake our fins, but to be willing 
to keep them, as long as we can do it with the leaft 
hope of impunity ; and even to venture our immor- 
tal fouls rather than part with them. This is only a 
device to cheat peoples confciences, and deceive them- 
felves ; and quiet their minds with a belief, that one 
time or other they (hall certainly do, what they can- 
not endure to think of, and would gladly excufe them- 
fclvcs from, and therefore are never like to do, tho* 
{j) Pfal. cxix. 60. 
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they were to live to the age of Metbufikb. Secondly, 
T^ all ccmditions. Our refolutions muft be made for 
the hour of cemptacioo, and the time of trial % fach 
as may bold in fpite of the moft plaufible infinuationa, 
and the mod formidable attempts to the contrary. 
Thejn it is that we have the greateft jufe of them ; 
and they will flgnify very little to us, if they faU us 
at fuch a time of need. It \% an eafy matter to ferve 
God, fo long as it fuits with our own temper, and 
is agreeable to our natural inclinations, and ferves to 
promote our feqular interefts and defigns. But the 
proof of our fidelity is, when we k^ep dofe to our 
duty, in defiance of all jthe moft violent oppofitioQ 
the tempter can raife againft it. And tiill we have 
fixed our rofolucioos fp xis to prepare iU3 for fuch a 
time of trial, they wiU be in appattnt danger of 
proving l^ke Egypi^s brsken ree^ which is of no reail 
ufe, no ftability or ftreogth ; W (2) if a man learn 
upon //, mil g9 int0 bis ban4% and furu it. Sixfbfy^ 
We muft refol^e, not cnfy upcn the duties to be per- 
formed by us, but upon the meana neceflary for the 
performance of ohem^ not only ^^gainft all fint, but 
likewife againft the temptations and inducements to 
them. Othcrwife idl our Eefiiliitions are lifce to jmovc 
of very little advantage to us. For let a man xdblve 
againft drunkecmefs, this will fignify Ikde to bim^ 
unlefs he refolve, at the fame time, againft fuch com- 
pank^ns as have beeo formerly, and nt ftill moft Jikc 
to be the unhappy inftruments of betraying him ioto 
it. Lot another xdolve againft cheating, yet Jie will 
very haixUy koep dear of it, untefs he rdblv^e itke* 
wife to keep out, of aIh; way of &ch temputions, as 
have rarely ffHtii qf jpuccing him upon it. Lee a 
third refolve againft all kloiatry; yet, udefs he fliall 
call to mind, to what barbarities fuch a refolutioo 
may not imprahably ejspofe htm, and refold to bear 
them all, rather 'than pact with his integrity ; cbece is 
.(«) Ifr. xxxvi. 6. 

little 
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little reafon to hope a general refolution wilt caitf 
him through them. In (hoit, a man may as well rc« 
folve to 1^ learned without reading, to acquire an 
eftate without fobriety and induftry, to be healthful 
without obferving any of the rules that may conduce 
to make him fo, or fafe without keeping out of the 
way of danger and harm \ as to be good, and holy, 
and religious, without refolving in like manner upon 
the proper helps and inftruments of virtue, religicHi, 
and holinefs. Seventhfy^ and laftly. That our refo- 
lutions may prove effeAual to the good ends for 
which they are defigned, another requilite is, that we 
faithfully and diligentfy appfy ourfehues to put them i$ 
praSiice: It is by no means enough to have refolved 
well, nor will ever prove of any advantage to us, 
unldfs we be mindful to live well too. The onfy waj^ 
(a) as a great man fpeaks^ to recover ourfehes to a 
chriftian temper of mindy after a vicious courfe of Ufe^ 
is in truth the very fame^ by which a man recovers his 
health after a long difeafe^ viz. bf Go£s bleffing upon the 
diligent ufe of fit means ; and any other way is no more 
now to be expeSed^ than prophecy and miracles. Thus 
I have inftanced, in the feveral ingredients, that go 
to the making up a truly chriftian refolution of ferv- 
ing God, as the Gofpel requires ; and have obferved, 
that they are not to be counterfeit and hypocritical, 
nor loofe and indifferent, but ferious and hearty ; are 
to be upon a firm and folid principle, that may make 
them like a houfe built upon a rock, immoveable, 
and not to be fhaken with wind or tide ; and not 
hafty or inconfiderate, but upon mature deliberation, 
and a thorough inquiry into the divers inconveniencies 
and difficulties that may occur, in the performance 
of them ; that they are to be pcrfeft and intire, fo as 
to take in the whole of our duty, and provide agatnft 
all kinds of fin $ and fuited to all times and ftates, 
fo as to hold out in whatever circumftances ^ and are 

(a) Dr. Calamy, Senn*. ro. p. 347. 
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therefore to reach to, not only the duties required, 
but the means too, that are neccffary in order to the 
difcharge of them ; and, in the laft place, that we 
are not to acquiefce in refolving, but muft vigoroufiy 
iet ourfelves, and ufe our utmoit diligence and appli- 
cation, to reduce our refolutions to practice, that fo 
we may fee thofe happy fruits and eSefts of them, 
without which, they will be of no ufe to any of us, 
nor ferve to any other purpofe, than to heighten our 
guilt, and add to our condemnation. And now I 
(hall only beg your farther patience, till I briefly fub- 
join thefe three following direAions, in order to the 
better fuccefs of fuch our refolutions : Firji^ That 
they be repeated and renewed day by day ; becaufc 
this will fix them in our minck, and increafe the dan- 
ger of departing from them; and fo will make us 
the more diligently obfervant of them, that they 
prove not an occafion of our heavier deflruftion. 
Next, That they be prefently made known to the 
world, fo as that it may appear we are not a&amed 
to own, to all we converfe with, that we are become 
a different fort ef men from what we had been former- 
ly. This will be an efpecial means of making us the 
more obfervant of them, left other wife we become a' 
fcorn and derifion to thofe, to whom we made this de- 
claration, who will be apt to triumph over us, and 
mock and laugh at us, if they fee us give back again, 
after proceeding thus far towards a reformation ; and 
will befides be a fingular prelervative againft the af- 
faults of others, who will not be fo forward to en- 
tice us to any kind of fin, when they are fully in- 
formed beforehand, that their attempts will be in 
vkin, and that we have already declared againft giv- 
ing ear so them. And again, thirdly^ That we do 
Dot truft to our own ftrengtb for the performance of 
^hem, but e^rueftly fue to God for his grace and affift- 
ance, that having begun fo good s work in usy be mil 
perform it until tbedtef of Jefus Cbrift. Without the 

help 
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help of bi3 Holy SpirU, we fliall foon flag and faltefi 
aoQ can never hope for Aiccefs in what we fo vainly 
attempt through our own power. And we muft ther&> 
fore be fure ax all itknes to. look up to him, and de- 
pend upon his 0repgth, for carrying us through alt 
dii^culcies and trials. And fo, but not otherwi^^ if 
we uic our own hearty endeavours, and be continually 
upon our watch, we may promife ourfelves* that our 
good purpoles {hall not tail us, but that we (hall find 
che happy efFed of them, to our joy and comfort bere^ 
and our eternal falvacion in the other world. 

Timo^b. X thank you, good Theophilus^ for the pains 
you have fo long together taken for my inforxnadon ; 
and I faithfully promife, I will endeavour to make the 
beft ufe 1 can of your good' inflruftions, fpr the be- 
nefit both;of,myfelf and others. Though, I thank 
God, I have never allowed myfelf in the praflice of 
any known vice, as confidering how highly difpleajQng 
that is to Almighty Gpd, what horrid ingradtude it 
argues to our blefled Saviour, who has done and fuf- 
fered fo much fpr me i.. what an affront it is to the 
Holy Spirit of God, wbat^f contradi^on to our own 
reafon, and efpecially to. the covenant I entered inco 
at my baptifm, and which I have made profeflion of 
carefully and confcientioufly obferving ever (ince ; of 
what mifchievous confequence it would be at prefent, 
and how intolerably deftruftive hereafter; yet hav^ 
I not had fuch a cooftant fenfe of religion uppn my 
mind, nor been fo diligent and induftrious in the 
ways of holinefs, as I am fenfible I ought to have 
been. Bur, by the grace of God, I will become men 
watchful for the future, nqt only to abftain from evil, 
but to do good } to ferve and worfliip God, and pR>« 
mote his honour, according to my abilities and op* 
portunitii^ i to im^prove my own miod, that I may 
more readily run the way of his commandments *, and 
to do what fe|-yi(^ I cai> to my neighbours and ac- 
qviaintance. This is my fixed purpofe and refcdudoo: 
and that I may faithfully put it in execution, 

A 
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A Prayer for Grace to fulfil our good Purpofcs 

and Refolutions. 
/\ Gracious God^ without whom nothing is Jlrong^ no- 
^ thing is holy ; infu/e^ I bejeech tbee^ fuch a meajure 
of grace into my hearty as that I may fpend the remain- 
der of my days in thy fervice^ and to thy glory. Con-- 
firm and Jirengthen my good refolutions^ and fix them 
more and more in my mind, that they may be always before 
me^ and may be a means of quickening my diligence^ and 
making me vigorous and unwearied in thy fervict. I 
am thine by creation^ by redemption^ and by a voluntary 
dedication of myfelf to thee \ fuffer me not to be remifs 
and negligent in anfwering fuch weighty obligations. But 
as I have fwcrn^ fo let it be my daily fiudy^ ani the 
great and thief endeavour of ny life to perform it^ that 
I will keep thy righteous judgments. Let a confideration 
of the great work I have upon my hands^ and the little 
time I have to do it in^ and withal^ that this little time 
may pcjfibly be much lefs than I imagine it to be \ Jet thefe 
thoughts, I befeech thee, have their proper influence upon 
me, and not fuffer me one day longer to forbear fulfilling 
all the good furpofes thou haft begotten in me '^ that^, 
without any delay, I may fet myfelf to make the beft 
amends 1 fhall be able, for wy paft mifcarriages, by be^ 
coming fo much the more circumJpeS, and the more de-^ 
ftrous to pleofe thee for the future. IVhilfl I live in tJie 
world, preferve me from the fnares and temptations of 
it \ and enable me to perfeS holinefs in thy fear, that J 
may grow in grace^ and in the knowledge of our herd 
and Saviour Jejfus Chrijl ; may walk worthy of the vo- 
cation wherewith I am called, and be fruitful in all good 
works -, and whatever fhall become of me here, I may 
make fure of a happy eternity with thee hereafter, in the 
higbeft Heavens, through the merits and mediation of 
Jefus Chrift^ our Lord and only Saviour. Amen. 

Tbeoph. You appear, Timotheus, to be truly afFcded 
with what has been faid. I befeech the Almighty to 
convince you mpr^ and more, not only of the necef- 
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.fity, but of the great weight and ufefulnefs of a fpeedf 
and hearty refolution of ferving God in all re(pe£k& 
But give me leave to tell you, that you feem not fuf- 
ficiently to have attended to what I have faid, con- 
cerning the deliberation required, in order to a pra- 
dent and truly religious refolution. 

Timotb. This kind admonition is an addidon to 
your other favours ; and fo I take it ; tho' I am to 
acquaint you, Thecpbilus^ that I am not now to begin 
this confideration, but have already applied myielf to 
it over and over, only that I have not been fo ftridly 
obfervant of all my good refolutions, as I hope I fliaS 
be henceforward, by the grace of God enabling me. 

Tbeopb. May the good God ftrengthen and aflift all 
your good purpofes, to his Own glory, and the iaivi- 
tionof your precious and immortal foul ! But we have 
trefpaflTed too far upon Ancbithanes^ and it is high time 
now that we leave him to take his reft. 

Ancbitb. I return you a thoufand thanks, dear 
TbeopbiluSf for this obliging entertainment, and beg 
as much more of it, as your occafions will permit. It 
is both di^lightful and profitable, and for which I IhaO 
be always indebted to you. 

Tbeopb. Dear yhcbitbanesj I heartily wilh you a 
good night, humbly befeeching Almighty God, that I 
may find your health re-eftabli(hed when I fee you 
next ; which, God willing, (hall be very fpeedily. 

Timolb. I pray God fend you a good night, and 
better health, if it be his blefied will. 

Tbe End of tbe Firji VISIT. 
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The Second VISIT. . 
OfBatienct under Sicknefi, and otbtr Affilsiions. 

Stbiopb.Y Have not heard of Anchithanes firice TUefday^ 
^ and will tbfcrefore go, ahd nnf^ke hitn a vifir, 
and fee how he is. But ^^/Ho arc thofe I obferve coming 
this way? I fee now thfry are tWo very good neigh- 
bours and friends. I will foeak co theiYi fifft ; perhaps 
thef may give me feme sfccount of him. My good 
friends-, I and glad to'nreet you, and I ho|)e your- 
fclvcs arid your families ar6 all well. 

■ Euftbius. I thank you, Sir, for your inquiry ; blef- 
fed be God, we are all well, and at your fervice. But 
have- you heard the rie*S of our good friend ^;7r/&/- 
i banes? 

'Tbeb^b. I faw him fomc days finccj and thought 
Bim in no dangerous condition: and I have heard, 
fince that, he was better -, but for th^fe two or thrte 
days laft paft, I have heard nothing of him : for which 
TciXoHi ' I was going now to fee how he i^. 
^ Eufeb, If you will give us leavfc, we will wait upon 
y^oti to him. 

Tbeopb, With all my heart, gentlemen. 
^iifeb. rpray God we may find him betteif than I 
cxpeftV For our friend hefe, Pbi/0gei((fn, brings but 
dtf uncdmforcable accouht of him. 

Tbecpb. Have you fecn him to-day. Sir ? 
Pbilogeiton. Noj Sir-, bilt I met his fervant, who 
told me, he was in a high fever, and exceeding 
uncafy. 

Theopb. I arri very ferry to hear it. And^ if you 
pliafe, We *ill lofe no time. 

Eufeb. We are ready to attend you, Sir, as fot>n as 
^u pleafe. 
'Pbihg. With all liiy heart, Sir. 

H 2 .Tbeopb: 
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Tbedpb. See yonder! his windows are all fhut^ 
which is but a bad fign, and makes nie fear your ia- 
formation is too true* 

Pbilog. I doubt you will find it lb. ' 

Theofb. The door I fee is open, and perhaps you 
may not know the way ; and therefore, that we may 
fpend no time in ceremony, if you will excufe me« 
I will lead you in to him. But hark ! what melan- 
cholick doleful noife is that I hear ? 

Eufeb. It is Ancbiibanes bemoaning himfclf. 

Tbeapb. I perceive now it is his voice. He feems 
to be defperateiy ill % the Lord help him ! I cannot 
but greatly commiferace his painful coiKlicion. Yet 
that which grieves me more, is to hear fo good a Man, 
thus fadly difcompofed, thus uneafy and impatient 
under the burden Almighty God has thought fit to 
lay upon him. But why do we forbear to go in, and 
try to comfort him under his pains ? Let us not Itay: 
And may the Father of mercies, and God of all con- 
folations, of his infinite mercy « go with us, to blefs 
and profper our well-meant endeavours ! 

Philog. Amen. Amen. . 

Eufeb. Here his fervant comes, who will tell us> 
whether we can go in now. . 

Tbeopb. We are forry to hear your m after make 
fuch fad complaint. 

Servant. He is very fick at prefent ; but we hope 
the violence of his fit abac^es, and that he will be 
eafier in a while. Will you pleafe, gentlemen^ ta 
walk up to him ? 

Eufeb. We came for that purpofe. 

Serv. He's this way. 

Anchith, {a) Wo is me, my wotber^ tbat tbou haft 
borne me ! Alas !. [b) IVhf died I not in tbe birtb f Wby 
did 1 not give up the gboft wben I came out of tbe beify ? 
Wby did tbe knees prevent me? or why tbe breafts tbat 
Ifhouldfuck ? For now bad I lainjiill, and been quiet ^ / 
fbould baveflept^ tben bad I been at reft. Oh ! the grave, 
{a) Jer. x?. lo. {b) Job ii. 1 1, 12, 13* 

the 
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the ^ravc, the place of quietnefs and eafe ! (f ) 7her^ 
the wicked ceafe from troMng^ and there the weary ar^ 
at reft : (here the prifoners reft together^ they hear not the 
voice of the opprejfor. The fmall and great are there ; 
and the fervant is free from his mafter. Wherefore is light 
given to him that is in mifery^ and Ufe unto the hitter in 
foul?' which long for deaths hut it comet h not ^ and dig 
for it, more than for hid treafures : wkich rejoice exceed^ 
ingfyj and are glad when they can find the grave. You 
all fee my wofut difconfolate ftate ; and I am quite 
iked and fpent with it, {d) Mjf fghing comes before 1 
eat ; and my roarings are poured out like the waters. 

Thecph. My dear friend, why fo impatient? No 
doubt your difeafc is heavy upon you ; yet you ought 
10 remember by whom it is fcnt, and what intire rc- 
fignation you owe to his will, and what ready fub« 
miflion all his determinations require at your hands. 
It was God that gave you your life and breath, and 
all the good things you ever enjoyed ; and he may re- 
cal them whcnfoever he pleafcs. He may put an end 
to your life this very moment. Or if he chufe rather 
to prolong your days, he may caule you to pafs them 
in forrow and anguifh ; and you, however, have no 
juft caufe of complainty by reafon of fuch his dif- 
penfation towards you. We are come here to inquire 
after your health, and do you the beft fervice in our 
power. But give me leave to tell you, we are trou- 
bled to find you in fuch difordcr -, not fo much be- 
caufe of the fickncfs God has been pleafed to vifit you 
with, tho* this be matter of no fmall grief to us, as 
becaufe you are fo unable to bear it. It would far bet- 
ter become you, to reft fatisfied, that a wife and good 
God will lay nothing upon you, but for wife and good 
ends J and that (e) all things you do or may fufFcr, 
Jballwork together for your goody if you truly love and fear 
him. (/) He doth not affiiSi willingly^ nor grieve the 
children of men. And nothing can ever befal you, but 
he knows how to turn it to your advantage. 

(f) Job iii. 17, 1 S, 199 20, zi, 22. {i) Vcr. 24. {e) Roin..viii* 
a^. (/) Lam. iii. 33. 
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Afubiib. Welcome, my good fricnfls. It la wsf , 
kindly done of you to vific a poor Gck, wrejfli^^a^ you 
fee \ am. I am very unfit company for yoq, ipy (if|c^ 
nef§ is fo fcvere upoq me. Apd, ob, that tb? end of 
my life were come ! I am overwhelip'd with pain, j^W . 
tpy cotnforc is gone ; ancj my joy is turn*d into figh$ 
and groans, and perpetual complaints. . 

Eufeb. Remember, ylnchitbqn(^^ that ypu arp. a 
Chriitian, and it is God who feqds your ficknefs \ and . 
you a,re thcfcforc nearly concern'd \o bear all that he 
lays upon yoUy with a perfed fubrniffion to his moft' 
holy will. 

Anchitb. \ own my fault, and ftiall endeavoii^ to 
amend it ; but really my ficknefs is fuch as defli am) 
blood cannot tpU how to bear, though I do ftruggle 
all 1 can. 

Eufeb. Flefli and blood, perhaps, cannot bear icj 
but reafon and underftanding may, and religion muft 
bear it, without fretting and difcontent -, confidering 
from whom it comes, and for what ends it may be 
inflifted. 

Tbeopb. To murmur, and be difiatisfied at God'3 
(^e^ling with you, is fo quite wrong, that nothing caa 
be more undutiful, or more unbecoming the relation you 
{land in to iVI^ighty God, nor any thing more clearly 
againll your own interefl:,^ both temporal and eternal. 
Patience and fubmiflion to the divine will, even under 
pur greateft preflures and calamities, is a neceflfary 
cbriuian virtue, and fuch as we all make profeflion of. , 
And every deviation from it i$ not only a violation of 
the laws of our religion, but it argues a great diitriift of 
God's goodnef^, and is^ befide^, a wrong to oprfelves. 
(g) I v^as duni^ fays, the Plalmift, and opened npt my 
mutb^ becaufe it was tiy doi^. And, {h) Wo unto Urn, . 
faith the prophet Ifaiah^ who firiveth with bis Maker ;. 
Shall the ckyfojf to bim tbatfajhiojied it, fVbat mahfi thou I 
j[i) Wber^ore dptb tH living man complain^ fay? the pro- 

{g) Pfal. xxxix. 9. (Jf) Ih. xlv. 9. ((} Lament. 
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phet Jertmah^ a wtanfar tbepumflmeui of hisjinsf And 
fays AUcab^ {k) I will bear the indignation of the Jjord^ 
btcaufe I ba^e finned againfk bim. And in the New 
Teftament wc arc caught to be (/) patient in tribulation \ 
and (m) in wbafbever fiate we are^ tberewitb to be content ; 
and (») not to murmur at God's dealing with us, but 
{0) tofubmit ourfelves to God^ and (p) ta^ cur care upon 
bimy not doubting but that be will take care of us^ when 
we do fo. And it is therefore a neceiTary duty of 
Chriftiantty, quietly and refignedly to bear all the 
afflidlions ir pleafes God to try us with, how (harp 
foever they be. And the (harper they are, (b much 
the properer feafon is it for the exercife of this virtue^ 
and fo much the more laudable and confpicuous does ic 
appear. Befides, it defer ves to be well confider'd, that 
how grievous and fcvere foever your prefent vifitation 
be, it falls vaftly (hort of what our blefiedLord will- 
ingly, condefcended to fufFer upon our account, (q) Tou 
know tbe grace of our Lord Jefus Cbriji^ that though be 
was ricb^ yet for our fakes be became poor^ that we 
through bis poverty might be rich. And (r) though he 
were in the form of God^ and thought it no robbery to be 
equal with God, yet made he bimfeJf of no reputation^ but 
took upon bimfelf tbe form of a fervant^ and was made in 
the Ukenefs of men ; and being found in fafhion as a man^ he 
humbled bimfelf and became obedient unto deaths even tbe 
death of the crofs. Our bleilcd Lord, the only begotten 
and dearly beloved Son of God, King of kings, and 
Lord of lords, did not refufe to debafe himfelf to the 
loweft degree, to fu(Fer want, and penury, and labour^ 
and toil, and contempt, and difgrace; and at laft, to 
die tbe moll painful, as well as the moft fliameful of 
deaths, that of the crois. And can any that pretend 
to be his difcipies, grudge and murmur at any lefler. 
a(Hiclions they may meet with ? (/) It is enough for the 
difcipk thai be be as bis Mafier, and thefervant as bis Lord* 

(i)Mk.vii. 19. (/)Rom.xii. 12. («r) Phil. iv. 11. 

(«) I Cor. X. 10. (c) James iv. 7. (^) i Pet. v. 7. {q) z Cor, 
viii. Q. (r) Phil. ii. 6, 7, 8. (j) Mat. x. 25. 
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AikS if our Saviour endured fuch afigbl oJaffliSions^ and 
pot for his own, but for our fakes, how coraliy incx- 
pufablc nnuft we leave ourfelvcs, if we complain and 
are diflacisfied, when called upon to tread in his fteps^ 
and bear fomc lighter burden, out of compliance with 
his example, and obedience to his commands! If we 
be obliged to (/) be holy in all manner cf converfation^ a^ 
he which hath called us is hofy^ it ncccflarily follows in 
particular, that we muft ftudy to ftew ourfelves pa- 
tient under the worft of calamities, as he our Lord 
was patient. Nor can any thing be more reafonably 
requir*d of us, than that fuch as profefs themfelve^ 
followers of the meek and fufFcring Jefus^ be always 
prepared to conform ihcmfelves to the pattern he has 
fct them, by fuffcring with unwearied m'eeknefs and 
refignation, as he did ; cfpecially confidering far- 
ther, that how acute and tormenting foever the 
pains arc, which any of us are called to bear, they 
however fall infinitely (hort of what we have all juftly 
dcferved, by our folly and difobedience. It is of the 
infinite mercy of Almighty God, that death and evcr- 
lafting deftruftion has not been our portion long fince, 
and that we ^re not now roaring under the extremity 
of his indignation, in the bottomlefs pir, together 
with the devil and his angels. And confequently 
whatever misfortune (hort of thi$, is really a great 
blcfling 5 and i$ fo far from being juft caufe of re- 
pining and difcqntent, that the greateft fufferer on 
this fide Hell, has juft reafon to admire the clemency, 
ienity, and kindnefs of God, in dealing abundantly 
more favourably with him, than he has deferved. 
Think therefore with yourfclf, Anchithanes^ that you 
can never hope to acquit yourfelf as becomes a good 
Chriftian, till you haVe brought your own inclinations 
^nco fuch fubmiflion to the divine will, as readily and 
vviliingly to comply with whatever portion God. fees 
fit to chufe for you. Think what your blefled Saviour 
|ia^ endur*d for you, and what an intolerable fliame 
(0 iPct. i. 15. 
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it will be for you, to rcfufc to undergo the utmoft bar- 
barities, much more fome (hort pain or ficknefs, in 
obedience to his command^ Think again, what a 
bleffing .it is, that you are yet in a ftate of falvation, 
and not delivered over to thofe evcrlafting burnings, 
which were the due demerits of your fins •, and to which 
you might long ago have been juflly condemned, had 
it not been for the patience and long-fuffering of AJ* 
mighty God. Weigh thefe things well with chyfelf^ 
and thou wilt foon be convinced, that inftead of bein^ 
difiatisBed at the divine difpenfations, thou haft greac 
reafon, on the other hand, to own to God, with thofe 
in Ezra^ that he (u) has punijh'd thee lefs, abundantly 
lefs, than thine iniquities deferve ; and to refolve, in the 
words of the prophet MV^ifr, to {x) bear the indignation 
of the Lord^ becaufe thou haft finned againft him. 

Ancbitb. I acknowledge what you fay to be a great 
truth, and fhall therefore endeavour to compoie my 
mind, and be a$ eafy as my diftemper will fuller mc 
to be. 

Eufeh, Confider with yourfelf, that {y) * for what 
foever caufe this ficknefs is fent you, whether it be 
to try your patience for the example of others, and 
that your faith may be found in the day of the Lord, 
laudable, glorious, and honourable, to the increafe 
of glory, and eternal felicity ; or elfe it be fent to 
corrcft and amend in you, whatfoever offends the 
eyes of your Heavenly Father, if you truly repent 
you of your fins, and bear your ficknefs patiently, 
trufting in God*3 mercy, for his dear Son fefus 
Chrijf% fake, and render him humble thanks for 
his fatherly vifitation, fubmitting yourfelf wholly to 
his will, it will certainly turn to your profit, and 
help you forward in the right way, that leads to 
everlafting life.' Think aright of it therefore, and 
eceive it as God's loving vifitation. 
Anchitb. As God's loving vifitation ? 

{u) Ezra ix. 1 3. (x) Mici vii. 9. {j) Office for the viHta- 
(lop of the fick. 

Eufeb. 
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Eufib, Yxh io I fay» a) God's loving vifitacion ; for 
fo we are caught by God himfelf, in the Holy &:rip- 
ture : (z) As numy as Ilove^ faith God, by the ^pofltte 
St. Jobn^ I rebuke and chajien: hereby declaring, even 
his punifliments in this world to be fent out of kind- 
nefs and^afifedion, and for the good of tbofe who will 
be pr'evaird with to make a right ufe of them. The 
wife man alfo inculcates the fame truth: {a) Mf fan^ 
de^ifemt iJbe chajiening of the Lordj nor be weary of his 
eorrcj^m. For whom tbe Lord lovetb^ be correSetb^ 
even as afatber ibefon^ in wbom be ddigbtetb. As doth 
alfo the apoftle lo the Iifebre^s^ exaAIy to the fame 
purpofe ; (b) If ye endure cbajlemng^ God dealeth with 
ycu^ as witb fins \ for wbat fon is be^ wbom tbe Fatber 
cbafienetb not ? But if ye be without cbaftifement^ whereof 
all are partakers^ then are ye baftards^ and not fons. 
Furthermore^ we have bad fathers of ourflefb, whieh cor- 
reSed us^ and we gave them reverence : Shall we not much 
rather be in fubjeSion to the Fatber of fpirits^ and live? 
For theyy verily^ for a few days chafiened us after their own 
fleafure \ but he for our profit ^ that we ndght bepartahrs 
of bis holinefs, {c) ' Thcfe words, good brother, are 
God's words, and written in Holy Scripture, for 
our con^fort and inftrudion, that we Aiould par 
ticntly, and with thankfgjving, bear our Heavenly 
Father's corredlion, whenfocvcr, by any manner of 
adverficy, itfhall pleafe his gracious goodoefs to viiit 
us •, and tb^rc flioujd be no greater comfort to cbrif- 
tian perfons, than to be made like unco Chrift, by 
fufFering patiently, adverfities, troubles, and fick- 
neffcs. For he h.imfelf went not up to joy, but firft 
he fufFer'd piin : he enter'd. not into his glpry» before 
he was crucified. So truly our way to eternal joy, is 
to fufTer here with Chrift \ and our door to enter 
into eternal life> is gladly to die with Chrift \ that 
we may rife again from death, aod. dwell with him 
in evcrlafting life.' 

(fc) Rev. ill. 19, {d^ Prov. liju 1 1. la. (*iHcb. xii. 7, %, 9, 10. 
{c) Office for the vifiution of the Uck. 
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Aficlfitb. \ earneftly defire to fubipit to God's wUL 
But y^( I am ape to chinks 09 father ufes his fon as 
I am u(ed. 

. Eufeb. (d) Nq cbafietiing for ibiprefitU feemetb to be 
j^ouSi, buf grievous 5 neper theUfs^ afterward it yieldetb tbe 
paceable fruit of rigbteoufnefsy unto tbem wbicb are exer^ 
cifed tbereby. Agreeably whereto, fays the apoftle 
St. James^ (^) Bleffed is tbe wan tbat enduretb temptation ; 
for wben be is triedy be fhall receive tbe crown of life^ 
fwbicb tbe Lord bos promfed to tbem tbat lave bim. 

AncUtb. I thought myfelf in a happy ftate, till I 
was oppneiTed with this fit of ficknefs. I thank God, 
I have always lived above want, and eafily, and to 
my own fiiti^adion. But alas ! fince this unfortunate 
chanjg^i J am forced to lie here, as you fee me, weep- 
ing and mourning, with a heart full of fbrrow and 
care, tormented to a great degree^ and yet not know- 
ing where to find a remedy. 

PUlog. This is to be expected from God only. Phyfi- 
caan& may adminifter proper medicines, but it is God's 
blefiing alone, that can make them fuccefsful,. And it 
is upon him alone you muft depend for deliverance. 

Anchitb. I do fo; but he ha& not yet thought fit to 
grant it; a^d fuppofe he fliould not, what muft I do 
then? 

Pbilog. Then you muft take care to follow TbeopU- 
l$s*s adyice, and diQx)fe yourfelf, in the humbleft 
manner, to fubofiit to his will, in whatever he lays 
upon ypu. 

Ekfei. The way to enter into glory is by the crofs : 
by this way our Lord and matter enter'd into his 
Father's kingdom; and if we would follow bim thither, 
it muft be by the fame way. He was (/) made perfeS 

hfmff^H- A°d ^ucl^ ^^o ^^ "PC^ ^^^^ ^l^c profef- 
fion of his name, nuift not think them&lves hardly 
dealt by> if they be call'd to fuffer too ; whether by the 
band, of man, or by the hand of God himfelf. And 
indeed, calamities and afflidions are an excellent- 

{i) Heb. xii. 1 1« (/} Janes L 1 2. (/) Hf b. ii. 1 0. and v. 8, 9. 
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pi^parative for a better ftate; fuch as want, con* 
tempt, reproach, loiTes, perfccution, impriibnment, 
undeferved punifhment, and, which more particularly 
concerns yourfelf, bodily pains and infirmities, and 
the mod uneafy and wafting difeafes ; and^ in a word, 
whatfoever ferves to mortify the old man in us, and to 
wean our minds from the world, and to raife up our 
afie^ions to, and make us diligently inquifitive alter, 
another and a better ftate. 

Ancbitb. I (incerely own God's power and authority. 
But yet, it feems very hard for me to conceive, that 
thefe fevere vifitations are inflifted by God upon his 
beloved children and favourites \ and are not rather a 
token of his heavy difpleafure, and that thofe who 
labour under them, are to be looked upon as objedts 
of his wrath. And, to deal plainly with you, all I 
fuflfcr at this time in my body, is not more grievous to 
me, than the apprehenfion I labour under, and cannot 
Ihake off, that this fevere treatment is too plain an 
evidence of God's being eftranged from me, or rather 
that he hates me. 

Tbeopk Not fo faft, my dear friend % think again. 
Have not the faithfuleft and beft fervantsof God been 
conftantly obferved to meet with their Ihare of afflic- 
tions here, and many times far beyond divers of the 
moft vicious and profligate wretches i So that were it 
not for the inward comfort and fupport they find in 
themfelves in this life, and their hopes and expe&ations 
of a better at their departure hence, a great part of 
them, at leaft, might juftiy be faid to be, as St. Paul 
fpeaks, {g) of all men moft miferaUe. Remember the cafe 
of JMj of Jacoby of Jofepb^ of Job^ Mofes and Davfd^ 
of St, Jobn Baptift^ St. Stephen^ St, Pttery St. JameSy St. 
Jobn^ and the reft of the apoftles and evangelifts, and 
innumerable other martyrs and confeilbrs. Were not 
thefe the favourites of heaven, and fingularly interefted 
in the divine proteftion and kindnefs? or were thfey 
without their croffes or trials? Were they not all greatly 
{^g) I Cor. XV. 19. 
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f^Hided, aod abundance of thf m barbaroufly pot (o 
death ? What numbers do we read of) of the holieft 
^d bed of men, fucb {b) of wbvm the world i»asnot 
worthy^ wha yet bad trials of cruel mockings and fconfg- 
ufgSy bonds and in^fonm(nts\ were Jiomdy^were fa^m 
ofundtTy were tempted by terrible cruellies, were JUin 
witb tbefwordi As others alfo were in wants and dif- 
trefs, and fear, and without any certain habitatiQn ; 
not knowing where to hide themfelveSy but being f;oriced 
%o wander about in deferts and . mountains^ and dens and 
caves of the eartbj covering thcnafelves witb Jheep-Jkins 
and goat'jkinsy being dejiitute^ affiiSed^ tormented. Can 
you poffibly deny thefe to have been God's undoubted 
children, and truly belotved of him ? /Vnd on the other 
hand, do you imagine, Mebitbanes^ that your fufferings 
may in any wife be compared with theirs ? If not, con- 
Ikier ferioufly whether it becpn^s you to be^di0atisfied 
at your prelenc condition; and be invited to greater 
humiliation by reafon of your fins, which call aloud for 
cbefc, and much heavier chaftif<?ments, and fticwyour- 
ielf more fubmifllve and refigned to the divine will, 
and chat infinite wifdom and goodnefs which brings 
them upon you. Set before your eyes that admirable 
patience of Job {i)j under a fcrics of fucceflive affliftions 
of divers kinds. Call to mind how pitiable and difcon- 
folate his forbrn eftate was, when, from one of the 
richeft of all the eaftcrn part of the world, he was fud- 
denly ftripp'd of all. His {k) oxen and his afles were 
fciz'd by thtSabeans^ and bis fervants Jlain^ who Ihould 
have faved th^m out of the hands of thefe invaders. 
His {l^Jbeep^and others of his fervants^ were confum'd 
^7 jfi'y A^^ heaven. His (m) camels were carried 
away by the Chaldeans^ and the remainder of his fer-^ 
vants were deftroyed by them. And, to add to fuch 
his heavy calamities, in (he laft place Qovats fiuHus de- 
cumanus^ the fureft ftroke of all ^ his {n) children, both 
fons and daughters, were all of them kiird by the fall of 

(b) Heb. xi. 36, 37, 58. (1) Job k 3. (k) Vcr. 15, (0 Ver- 16. 
(«) Vcr. 17. («) Vcr. la, 19. 
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the houfe, where they were feafting together. Sd that 
now he w&s all of a fuddeh become as poor, as he had 
been rich but a few hour^ befone ; and as great an ob<^ 
jcft of pity^ as he mighc have been before of envy. 
Yet dtsrft hct not murmur at God for lb wofufi a change. 
He rem^mbetied by whofe gdod proVidence ft came 
about, and would not fufFer himfelf to break forth into 
any^ifconcented and \iAdutiful language. On the* con- 
trary, Ht (d) aroft^ and rent bis manile^ and Jbi^ed his 
ie^dj and fell down upim the ground^ andivinjBpped^ and 
faidf Naked came I tut of my mother* s womb^ and naked 
/bail I return ihif her : the Lord gave^ and the Lord hath 
taken awaf ; hlej/ed be the name of the Lord. As mucK 
as to fay, * {p) I am but what I was at firft, and what I 

* muft have been again at laft; and he that hath 
^ ftripped mt of all before I die, hath taken nothing 

* away but ^hat he gavi. Let him therefore be pralfed; 

* who is thie dohor of all gck)d things, and the difpoler 
^ of all events/ (j) In alt this Jobfimud noty nor fpake 
one harfh or unbecoming word, when all thefe evils 
came fo thick upon him. He did not bemoah himielf 
as one rejefted by God, and who muft never more 
expeA his favour, becaufe he found himfelf at prefent 
in fuch calamitous circumftances. No, he freely re- 
figned himfelf to the divine difpofal, and bleiTed and 
praifed the Almighty, whom he knew to be the fole 
author of all he had loft, and to whom he ftbod 
indebted for the enjoyment of it hitherto. And can 
you now, good Anchithanes^ think it reafonable to be* 
have yourfelf after a contrary manner ? Ought you not 
rather to labour, that your prefent ficknefs may make 
you the more fcnfible of the true value of that health 
you now want, and the more thankful for the long 
enjoyment you have had of it ? And what if you are 
now deprived of it? May not this be for your good ? 
and fo far from a token of God's difpleafurc, and a 
figrt he is irreconcileable to you, that it rtay be takcfn 
from ybu out of kindnefs, and fo may require not your 

(0) Job i. 20, 21 . (/) Bp. FAtrki on the Words, (f ) Job*, i. 22. 
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patience only, but your unfeigned gratitude, fot- bbing 
thus dealt with ? 

Eufeb. You ought to retnetnbcf, that God is infinitely 
wifer than ybu ; and knows what is Hcteft for you, or 
any of bis fervants, far better than you or they do. 

^beopb. There is nothing more common ih the 
world, than for the beft of men, and of Chriftians, to 
meet with crofles and afflidtions whilft they remain 
here. This was mod remarkably notorious, during thofe 
fcvere times of perfccution, wherein fuch multitudes of 
-our Lord's difciples were called to feal their pi'ofeffion 
with their blood, (r) Some were bum'd alivt, fomfc 
were flain with the fword, and others were expofed 
to ravenous wild beafts, and were devour'd by them 5 
and (j) even thofe of the highcft rank were tortur'd, 
put in chains, and crucified ; fome were banifhed, 
fome had the folcs of their feet dried up by a gen;le 
flam^, fome had torches applied to all parts of their 
foodies, till their ikin cracked and itirivel d Op, and the 
fire came at length to their very bowels. (/) Some 
were broiled, fome empalted, fome beheaded, {u) Some 
were put in boats, and turned afloat in the fea to be 
drowned, {x) Others had their limbs forced out of 
joint, and their bodies torn with whips, were pulled in 
pieces, were hung up by a hand, or a foot, or ftretched 
upon the rack, or were carbonadoed, and bafted with 
fait and vinegar. In a word, divers fores of unknown 
puniftimcnts were invented for them j and no age or fex 
were fpared, but men^ women, and children, were all ad- 
judged to the moll barbarous, moft abiiflve, and ihoft 
painful death. And that they might not be too 
ea(tly difpatched, the exccutibri ^^s fometimes flopped 
in themidft, and the martyr remitted td prlfon, not out 
of kindnefs, but that, having recovered a little breath, 
be might be enabled for a new confllft. And all this 



•o' 



(r) Tcrtull. Scorp. c. i . Eufeb. Hill. Ecclef. I. i . c. 7. (/) Lac- 
tant. de Mortibus Pcrfcic. c. 21. (/) Clem. Atex. Str. I. t. 

(») Eufeb. HiH. I. 8. c. 6. Sozoxn. 1. 6. c. 14. (jr) Eufeb. 1. 
8. c. 9, 10, &c. Socrat. Hifi. I. 3. c. 16. 
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merdy for the fake of their Chriftianity. Yet were thefe 
holy martyrs fo far from looking upon themfelves 
as abandoned by God, becaufe they fuffered Jtub 
things^ (j) that they rejoiced rather, and gloried in 
them, efteetning it as a IFavour, that God would call 
them in fo fignal a manner, to follow their blefled 
Saviour, and be baptized with the baptifm that be was 
baptized with. And in the more quiet and halcyon 
times of the church, it was never known^ that the 
faithfuleft and beft Chriftians were exempt from their 
portion of temporal calamities. When not harraffcd^ 
and perfecuted, and treated as the refufc and off-fcour- 
ing of all things^ they have yet been fubjedt to fick- 
nelTcs and difeafes,and the other inconveniencies ufually 
incident to this ftate of mortality and mifery. So 
that in them is verified, as it is alio in the reft of the 
world, that (2) man that is born of a woman^ hath but a 
few days to live, and full of trouble ; that {a) he is born 
to trouble y as thefparksfiy upward, and that his {b) days 
are evil, as well as few. Mankind in general are all 
obnoxious to grievances and crofTes, and divers forts 
of difafters and misfortunes \ and the good man among 
the reft. Such an one has, undoubtedly, better fup- 
ports under his troubles than otliers have ; but he is 
not totally fecured from them in his beft eftace. I 
cannot perfuade myfelf, that his religion does not 
intitle him to^ and procure for him, divers worldly 
bleftings and advantages ; fince we all know {c)godUnefs 
has the prormfeof the life that now is, and not only of that 
which is to come: befides that, religion and a right 
government of ourfelves, tends naturally very much 
to abate and take ofF the edge of whatfoever calamity, 
and difpofes the fuffercr to bear it to the beft ad- 
vantage. But yet, fo long as good men confift of 
flefh and blood no lefs than others, and not only are 

(jr) Martyr. S. Ignat. c. 2. S. Polycarp. Ep. ad Philip, c. 1 . S. Fo- 
Jycarp. Martyr. c. 2. Juft. Mart. Apol. 1 . B. Cypriani PafF.&Ep.so. 
& 31. Sulpic. Sever. Hift. Sacr. An. 304. {«) Job xiv. 1. 

(fl) Chap. V. 7. {}) Gen. xlvii. 9. (c) i Tim. iv. 8. 
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iiabie to outwat'd accidents in like nianrier with them $ 
bat find themfelves reftrainM from divers of thofe 
coliffcs, for their own prefervation or advantage^ 
which others freely allow themfelves to takej nd 
wonder if they be ilivolved in wants, and lofTes, and 
misfortuhes, and obnoxious tb bodily diftempers and 
infirmities, as clieir neighbours are. However^ there is 
no reafon to conclude from hence, that they are out of 
God's favour, and that their chaftifehienti argue hini 
tb be etlranged from them ; and that they are there^ 
fore to hope for ho good from them: This is a great 
miftake, and I know not iiow my friend jtncbitband 
comes to fall into ic. I am fure yoii ought rather to. 
reflect upon what the apoftle declares, Heb. xii. 8. ^ 
ye be wubout cbqfti/ementj whereof all the true and. ge* 
nuine Tons of God are partakers^ then are ye biftardsi 
and not fons. 

Ancbitk I cannot deny bdt what yoU lay is ^gite- 
able both to fcHpture and teafon ; and I will therefore 
tonfider it; fo iix as my weak and painful tonditioii 
will permit; 

Tbeopb. I am glad to heat* j6u lay fo i ^Hd t piif 
God give you a rigbi underfianding in all ibings. But 
methinks it fhould be no fmall means of fettling your 
judgment in this point, to attend awhile to what our 
Lord and Saviour difcourfes concei-ning the rich glut-* 
ton in the gofpel, and pioor diftreifed Lazarus^ whd 
lay at bis gate in a helplefs condition i and to ^ferikmber 
how mightily the cafe ^as alter'd n^ith them, wheri 
they came to die. What worldly advantage was want-* 
ing to thii man ? Did hfe not enjoy all his heart could 
dedre ? He wa^ rich, was in healthy w^s finely c\idi 
and kept a plentiful uble; {d) faring fumptuot^ every 
d(rf\ yet no friend^ ho favourite of God; In the 
mean time, Lazarus was miferably pdOr, and knew not 
where to get a mears meat % which made him wait at 
the door for fome relief, {e) dejiring to be fed mtb tbe 
crumbs wbicbfell from tbe riih marfs table \ and would 
\Jr) Luke xvi. 19. (r) Vcr. 2<), ai. 
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have thought it a bappine£s, if he could have obtained 
them. He was, moreover, unhealthy, and full of fored, 
an uneafy rpeftacle, both to himfelf and others ; but be 
was neverthelcfs a good man, one that, like Job^ feared 
God, and efcbewed evil\ and who had learned to fub- 
mit to his hard circumftances, as well knowing the7 
were ordcr'd him by God. Such was the difference 
between them in their mortal flate. But this continued 
not long, before death came, and fet them at a greater 
diftance from each other ; and then behold a<iiew, and 
a very, different fcenc opened itfelf. For this beggar, 
as mean and defpicable as he had been thought, (/) was 
carried by^ the angels into Abraham'^ bofom^ the place of 
happy fouls after their departure out of this life. The 
learned E>r. Ugbtfoot {g) teaches, that it was urnvtrfaUj 
believed among the Jews^ that pur^ and holy JmU^ when 
they left this body^ went into happinefs to Abraham, to 
t-he fame place where he was ; and that our Saviour 
fpeaks according> to the received opinion of that nation in this 
Affair^ when be faith ^ Manyfhall come from the eaft^ and 
jrom the weji^ and jhall fit down with Abraham. But 
this being tarried into Abraham'^ bofom^ fcems to denote 
fome peculiar prerogative, fonregreater happinefs than 
a bare trandktion into the place where that patriarch 
was. For I take the phrai'e to be of like importance 
^ what is feid of {h) St. John^^ lying in, or leaning m^ 
our Saviour's bofim at fupper j and fo to imply in it an 
aliufion to che manner of fcafting in thofe days \ that 
Lazarus was not only with Abraham^ or in Abraham*^ 
bay, as fome render the expreflion, but was feared 
in g{oi7 next to him, fo as to be faid to lie in his bofom 
at the heavenly entertainment. (i)The rich man alfi 
diedj and ^tuis buried. Here Is no mention of any 
angels to take care of his departed foul. And certainly 
he had none to concern themfelves about him, except 
the irrfernal fiends, whom w« may reafonabty conclude 
to have been ready prepared^ to drag him into the 

(/) Ltfke xti. 22. (g) In loc. {h) John xiii. 23. ^Afoxtifml^ 
Ix T« xoAtt^. . : (1) Loke xf'u 22. 
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"iTamedeftrudlon with thetnfelves'^ efpecially confidering 
what follows in the next words, {k) And in Hell he lift 
upbiseyes^ being in torment. An undeniable proof, that, 
nocwirbftanding all che plenty and profufenefs wherein 
be bad livedo he was far enough from being beloved 
hy God, who had indeed bellowed all his wealih 
upon faini, 'but who withal fees fo mean an eftimate 
upon all worldly advantages, that (/) no man knows 
either Jove or hatred by all that is before him. 

Pbilog. This parable makes it very clear, that want, 
QT contempt, or fores, and, by parity of reafon, fick- 
inefiesand difeafes, fent by God co the good man, are 
not to be looked upon as the effed of his difpleafure 
mid wrath, but rather as a fign of his favour and good- 
wiiK At leaft, I am fure, thus much may be un- 
queftioAably inferred from it, that no one can be 
know^n to be in God*s favour, from the abundance of 
the things that he poffeffes in this life ; nor any one to 
be out of -hia favour, becaufe he has them not 
/t^eftowed u^pon him. 

Eu^^ Very right. But the pfalmift tells us, more^ 
over^ concerning afflidions, that they are not only 
no JAift caufe of defpondency, and diftruft of God's 
concern for us ; but, on the contrary, if rightly im- 
proved, (and if they be not^ that lies at our own door, 
and is chargeable only upon ourfolves ; if rightly im- 
proved, I fay) they may become highly beneficial to 
us : {m) Ble£ed is the man whom thou chajieneji^ O Lord. 
And again, from his own experience, he proclaims the 
goodnefs of God, incorreftinghim for his mifcarriages, 
and thereby reducing him to repentance for them, and 
a care to walk more uprightly for the future* (») Be- 
fore I was affiiSiedy I went afiray ; but now have I kept 
thy word: And a little after, (<?) // is good for me that 
I have been affiEled^ that I might learn thyjlatutes. And 
again, he makes this profeffion, (J>) 1 know, Lord^ 
that thy judgments are rights and that thou in faithfulnefs 

{k) Loke xvi. 23. (/) Ecdef. ix. i. (;») Pfal. xciv. iz. 
(») Pfal. cxix. 67. (0 V«r. 71. (/) Ver^ 75. 

1 2 bafi 



8^4 Of Patience under Sicknefs, 

haft qffliSed me. ^ Itis an aSt of tbj fovcrcign mcfcy ,* 

fays Dr. Hammtmdj upon the place, * which thou haft 

• promised to make good to me, to fend me fuch af- 

• flidtions as thefe. Thcfe are but a neccflary part of 

• difcipline, and fo a mercy to me ; and having pro- 
^ mifed not to deny me real and principal mercies, thou 
^ art bbliged in fidelity to fend them/ And that 
they are for our benefit, and come therefore out of 
mercy, and for our good, the apoftle St. Paul alfo ac- 
quaints us : (q) fFben we arejudged^ we are cbaftened of 
the Lcrdi not out of pafilon and difpleafure, and to 
Our own conf ufion, but for our advantage, and the pro- 
motion of our bed and trueft intereft, the eternal falva* 
tion of our fouls, tbaS we Jbould not be condemned witb 
the world. Our good and gracious God aims at our 
reformation and falvation^ by his neceflary correftion^, 
when he fees us going aftray from his commandments; 
the proper intent of them being to make us ftnfible of 
t)Ur folly and wickednefs, and what is like to be the 
dreadful confequence of them, if perfifted in. And, 
(f ) He^ is the man whom he correSetb ; therefore deffnfe 

' not thou the chaftening of the Almighty : for he maketh fote 
and bindeth up \ he woundeth^ and bis hands make whole. 
In a word, (j) He is the father of mercies^ and the God 
of all comfort ; ahd (b orders his vifitations, when re- 
ceived as they ought to be, that he comforts us in all our 
tribulations^ that we may be able to comfort them which are 
in any trouble^ by the comfort wherewith we ourfelves ate 
comforted of God. 

Philog. Our Lord Jefus Chrifty that fpotlefs Lamb Of 
God, (/) who did no Jin^ neither was guile found in bis 
mouthy enter'd not into glory, but by the crofi. So 
fays the apoftle, («) We fee Jefusy who ,was made a 
little lower than the angelsy for fuffering deatby crowned 
witb glory and honour. And it is not very rcafonable 
for fuch who profefs themfelves his difciples, to expecl 
that they fhall attain to the poflcffion of a heavenly 

(^) 1 Cor. x!. 32. (r) Job V. 17, 18. (/) 2 Cor. i. 3, 4. 

(0 I Pet. ii. 22. («) H€b. ii. 9. 
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inheritance, by living always in joy, and healthy and 
ail temporal felicity ; but rather by patiently taking 
up the crofs, and thankfully receiving whatfoever ic 
pleafes God to lay upon them, ijx) The difcipk is not 
above bis Majier^ nor thefemMnt above }ns Lord. And 
accordingly our Saviour declares, that {j) wbofoever 
dflb not bear bis crofs^ and come after bim^ cannot be bis 
difcipk. Which, though fpoken with a particplar rc- 
fpeft to the cafe of fufFering perfecution, for his name 
and religion's fake, will yet hold good in all other 
inftances whereinfoever it pleafes God to call us to 
fufFer ; and amongft other, Ancbitbanes^ when any come 
to be in the circumftances you fo complain of, whjch, 
how hard foever you think them, are nothing like to 
what our Lord condefcended to undergo for your fake 
and mine, and all of us. 

Eufeb. In St. Jobn*% Revelafion, we read, that thofc 
(z) wbo are arrayed in wbite rgbfSy (tnd are continually 
before tbe tbrone of God, and ferve bim day and nigbt in 
his temple^ are fucb as came out of great tribulation. 

Tbcopb. You fay right -, for fuch, in truth, are fitteft 
for the kingdom of God. Neither are the voluptuous 
worldlings, who tafte of no crofs, but have their fill 
of mirth and pleafure, and ftudy only to gratify their 
<carnal defires, ever like to attain to the joys of Hea- 
ven. It is too much to expe(5l, that we (hould live 
hpre, in a conftant uninterrupted enjoyment of all 
earthly fatisfadion, and yet hereafter be admitted to 
reign gloriouily with Chrid in Heaven, {a) Te cannot 
ferve God and Mammon* And whatfoever therefore 
tends to withdraw our affc<5lions from thefe tranfitory 
delufive fatisfadtions, and in any meafure to wean u; 
from the world, and the things in it, as affliflions na- 
turally do, is confequently of great ufe to ^s ^ and we 
are highly to blame, if we do not improve it to our 
own advantage. So that you fee, my frienid Ancbi- 
tbanes^ what juft occafion you have to (hank Almighty 

(x) Macch. X. 24. (j) Luke xiv. 27. (a^) Rcy. vii. 14* 
(a) Luke xvi. 13. 

^ I 3 God, 
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God, that it has pieafed him fo far to remember jroi^ 
as to lay his hand upon you, to remind you of your 
own frailty, and bo^h the unfatisfaftorinefs and uncer- 
tainty of all fublunary enjoyments ; and to put yoi^ 
ppon feeking after a bettW and an enduring fuhftance ; 
which having once obtained, you will be in no danger 
of ever being fick, or grieved, or tormented, or in 
trouble or want, any more. You are alfo to look up- 
on your ficknefs as a trial of your patience, to fee whe* 
f her you can bear it as you ought. And I cannot 
therefore but heartily recommend to you, the advice 
of the wife fon of Siracb: {b) Mffon, if tbou come to, 
ferve the Lord^ prepare thy foul for temptation ; fet thy 
heart aright^ and confiantly endure^ and make not hafle. 
in time of trouble. Cleave unto him^ and depart not away^ 
that thou mayft be increaftd at thy lafl end. Whatfoever 
is brought upon thee^ take cbearfully*^ and be patient^ 
when thou art changed to a low eflate. For gold is tried in, 
Ufe fire^ and acceptable men in the furnace of adverftty. 

Anchith. Your advice, I confefs, is good, and I will 
fet myfelf to ppt it in praftice j which I ihall be the. 
better able to do, becaufe I am fenfibly affcfted with 
•what has been fo plentifully alledged out of the Holy 
Scriptures. Believe me. Sirs, it is a reviving cordial 
to my foul, to hear luch plain evidence from the word' 
of God, that this ficknefs which I now labour under, 
may probably be a loving vifiration of God, and an^ 
inftance of his good- will towards me. 

Theoph. It is matter of unfeigned joy to me, that 
you have attained to a convidion of this comfortable, 
truth. And I beg of you not to doubt, but that your 
benign and gracious God, and moft tender and loving 
Father, who has promis'd, that all things fhall work 
Jogethcr for good^ to them that love him^ will crown this 
your forrow with joy and comfort in the end. {c) He 
is faithful^ and will not Juffer you to be tempted above what 
you are able ; but will with the temptation alfo make a way 
to efcape the overpreflure of it, that you may be able to 
(Jt) Eccloi ii. I, 2, 3, 4, 5. (r) 1 Cor. x. 13. 

bear^ 
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^4ir Uy without prejudice to yourfelf, or didionour to 
the holy religion you profcfs. {d) His wrath enduretb 
tut the twinkHf^ of an eye^ and in bis pleafure is life ; 
heavinefs may endure for a nighty but it (hall not laft 
long, for it is often fcen, that jy cometh in the morn- 
ing. This the royal pfalmift experimented in his own 
cafe, and he held himfelf obliged to own God's good>- 
nefs in it, and to blefs him for it. [e) Tihou^ fays he, 
hafi turned my beavinefs into joy ; thou bafi put off my 
fackclotby and girded me with gladnefs. therefore fhaU 
every good man fing of thy prcife without ceafing \ O my 
Gody I will give thee thanks for ever. And at another 
time, (/) Ob I what great troubles and adverfilies bdfi 
tbou fhewed me I and yet didft thou turn and rcfrefb me\ 
yea^ and brougbteft me from the deep of the earth again^ 
Tbou baft brought me to great honour ^ and comforted me on 
every fide. Therefore will Ipraife thee withfaithfulmfs^ 
O God, playing upon an inftrument of mufick : unto thee 
will I fing upon the barp^ O tbou Holy One of IfraeL 
And again, (g) They that Jow in tears^ fball reap in 
joy. He that now gceth on his way weepings and beareth 
forth good feed^ fhall doubtlefs come^again with Joy:, and 
kring bis fbeaves with him. 

Ancbitb. Amen, Amen, good Lord. I truft thou 
wilt deal thus gracioufly with me ; who am now de- 
jefted and weak, but hope to be again in a better 
capacity to ferve thce^ 

Theoph. Be not dilcouraged, nor fufFer yourfclf to 
' qucftion, but that if you {h) call on the name of the 
ijordy you fhall' be delivered^ and (hall find great com- 
fort. To this end, hear again the declarations of the 
forcfaid royal prophet, profeffing what Angular mani- 
feftations of divine goodnefs, in this refpeft, he had 
•Opportunity to oblcrve. (/) The righteous criethy and 
the Lord beareth^ and deliveretb him out of all his troubles. 
The Lord is nigh to them that are of a broken heart » and 

(it) PfaL XXX. 5. (e) Vcr. i2, 13. (/) Pfal. Ixxi. i9, 

I9» 20- (g) P^al- cxxvi. 5, 6. {h) Joel ii. 32. (1) Pfal. 
^XJ(iv. 17, iS| 19, 20, 21. 

I 4 ^ill 
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mil fave fucb as be of a contrite fpirit. Manf are tH 
^Hions of the righteous \ iut the Lord deliver etb bim out 
cf them alL He keepetb all his bot^s ; not one of them is 
froken. The Lord redeemeth the foul of his fervants \ and 
none of them that trufi in him fijall be defolate. 

Eufeb. Thtic are copifortabic paflages of Scripture ; 
and, if ferioufly laid to heart, muft needs be of great 
vfe to an af&ifted foul ; >yhich cannot fail of being de- 
lighted wich the thoughts of a gracious Divipe Provi- 
dence, continually watching over w for good, chat will 
never be wanting to any of us, unlefs through oyr 
pwn fault. When men once forf^ke Gpd, no wonder 
if he forfake theqi, and leave theoi to he to(red about 
by every blaft of an adverfe fortune, till at length they 
become overwhelmed with evils, and ready to fink 
ynder theni. But whilft wc duly fear bim, and put our 
truft in bim, he will let gs fee, to our comfort, that thiy 
is the fureft way to get rid of our burden. So himfelf 
profefles by the pfalmift : {k) Call upon me in the day of 
trouble^ 1 will deliver tbee^ and thou J^alt glorify me. And 
the apofUe St. Peter exhorts, to reft upon him iq all our 
fireights and necefllties, from ttiis conHderation, that 
he will not negle^ us whe^ji we do fo ; (/) Cajiing aQ, 
your ca^e upn ffitfi \ fo^ fie caretb for you. He careth for 
^, and of(enti(ne$ works deliverances^ beyond all we 
f quid haye ap expeftation of. 

' Philog. So that here you fee, AnchithaneSy that ^ 
^fRidiohs a^e no propf of any one'^ being out of God's 
favour, fo has he (hewn himfelf ready to remove thena» 
^hen fitly applied to, to do it. * • : 

Anchith. This is comfortable indeed. 

Eufeb. But not more comfortable than trqe, as divers 
^lations in Scripture plainly teftify. 

Anchith. Will you pleafe. Sir, to repeat fopie of 
^hem, if it be not too much trpuble to you ? 

Eufeb. Do not thin|c, my friend, that I can reckon 
any fervice, that is in my power to do you, trouble- 
ibme. It would rather be a^grcat delight to me. And 
^ "(OPfal. 1. 15. ' (/) I Pet. V. 7. 
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4)CCordingl V I mpft willingly enter upon what you defire. 

And to pals over the more antient patriarchs, every one 

knows what portion was allotted to Jofepb^ both befprc 

and after bis coming into Egypt ; yet not for any faul( 

of his own, but purely to ivf his faith, love, obedience, 

patience, thankfulnefs and perfeverance, and thac 

deliverance might be wrought for others, no lefs than 

himfelf, by his means. He was not only call into 

(m) tbepit^ without any provocation given on his part, 

except barely (n) the declaring his dreams : and fold 

by his brethren {p) again(t all reafon and juftice, and 

natural afie^ion, into flavery ; but, being brought by 

the (/>) IJhmaeUtes into Egypt y was fold again to Potipbar^ 

zr\ officer of Pbaraob^ and captain of his guards. And 

though it were no fmali alleviation of fuch his captivity, 

that he found himfelf in a little time made {q) ruler of 

his mafter'^ houfe, and entrufted with all his concerns; 

yet pray obferve what quickly followed* Becauft he 

had, as became a faithful fervant of God, a greater 

regard to his own (r) virtue, than to the repeated foH- 

citations of his luftful miftrefs, he was falfly accufed by 

her, of having made an attempt upon her chaftity 5 

^nd, upon this unjuft accufation, not only lofl all the 

intereft he had before in his matter's favour, but was 

cruelly thrown into {$) prifon, and kept there for fome 

years under confinement. This was a hard cafe, for 

an innocent man to be forced out of his own country, 

made a flave in a foreign land, and there wrongfully 

accufed and imprifoned. And who would not have 

been ready, fadly to deplore his unhappy fate, and the 

ill ufage he had met with ? Yet behold the refult of all 

this Was, that the mercy of God manifefted itfclf the 

more illuftrioufly, in refcuing him out of thefe his unde- 

fcrved fufferingg. For having found Jofeph^ upon fo re- 

rparkable a tria), to be faithful, conftant, and patient, 

nc delivered him out of prifon, fct him at liberty, and 

gave him fuch favour with king Pbaracb^ that he ap- 

(«) Gen. xxxvii. 24. (») Vcr. 19. (c) Vcn 28. (/) Chap, 
xxxii. i: (i) Vcr, 4. '' (r) Vcr. 7, i^c. (j) VcK 20. 
' pointed 
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pointed him (/) rul$r over all the landef Egypt^ and 
his own ring upon bim^ and arrayed bim in vefiures of 
Hnen, and wifb a gold chain about his neck ; made 
ride immediately after himfelf, in thefecond chariot A 
he had\ and caufed the knee to be bowed before bim. 

Anchith. This I freely acknowledge to be a wonder^! 
ful change of fortune, and a Angular mercy of God t<k 
his poor afflifted fervant. 

Eufeb. See another lignal inftance of God's goodaefi 
)n this refpeft : Before king David was quietly fettled in 
his kingdom, he met with great oppoGcion, and caufe- 
}efs perfecution from Saul^ to whom .he always dewed 
himfelf a moft dutiful and loyal fubjed : infomuch that 
when he had only cut off the (kirt of SauPs garment, 
in the cave at Engedi^ that it might be a teftimony of 
his reverence to his lord, whom this fliewed to have 
been indubitably in his power at that time, if he durft 
have offered him any violence •, yet even for this («) to 
heart ftnote bim^ and he was uneafy at fo fmall an indig- 
nity done to his prince, and for fo plaufible a reafon too* 
So (jc) inviolable did he efteem the perfon of his outrage* 
ous fovereign. Yet could not this obtain him his quiet, 
but he was driven from place to place, to fave his life; 
was.O^) bunted as a partridge in the mountains j (to ufe his 
own expreflion) and never could be at reft during the 
remainder of SauTs reign. And again, when ic had 
pleafed God, without any infurrcftion of his own, to 
bring him to the throne, which he would not feek to 
gain before his time by any unlawful means, what frcr 
quent difturbances did he meet with from his undutiful 
children ! but efpccially how was he forced (z) to fy 
out of the land for Abfalom ! And glad that he could 
efcape fo, that he might hope in time to recover his 
kingdom, moft unjuftly wich-held from him. He had 
this teftimony from the prophet Samuel^ that {a) tb^ 

(/) Gen. xlx. 40, Cffr. («) i Sam. xxiv. 5. (x) Tantom 
intelligebat perfonae ejus efle fanfUtudinem, Grot* ie Jurf Belli 
4u Pacis^ 1. I . c. 4. ^ 7. {j)\ Sam. xxvi. 20. (a) 2 Sam. xix. 9. 
(a) I Sam. xiii. 14. 

Lord 



. mid atbiP AfiMtmSf §i 

^fj^d baifau^bimmi a mm ^Ur bis mm hearty ^ndtbi 
Lord bad ammanded bim to he fopiain over bis pe4fpU. 
'Vec this bincier'd not, buc that he met wich a greac 
dkeal of forrow and vexation from time to time, as wel) 
a£cer a$ before bi$ coiping to the tiirone. He makes 
frequent and fad cprnplaints of his mieforfiones through- 
pat his bfx>k of Pfdfns^ too many to need that \ (houlc) 
(rouble yon, or our other friends here with the repeti- 
tion of then. Yet did it pleafe God in his doe rime 
(^) to turn emd refrejb bim^ and refcue him out of hi$ 
troubles and adverfuies, bringing bim to great bouour^ 
and comforting bim on every Jide^ as bimfelf relates, and 
as our good friend here, Tbeopbiius.^ has noted before 
I mt. Thus he continued as long as his natural ftrength 
' lafted, and at length, being (c) old, and ftricken in years^ 
pejkpt with bisfatbers^ and was buried in tbt city called 
after his own name, {d) the, city of David. 

jincbitb. This fhews that Almighty God was not 
regardlefs of him, thoMgh he had fuffered him, for a 
good part of his life, to be qnder afflidion, and to 
ineet with a large (hare of troubles and vexations. 

Eujeb. But no mere man was ever to be compared 
with Job^ in this rcfpeft, fo particularly remarkable 
was the method of God's dealing with him in each 
eftate. He was once, as Tbeopbilus obfcrv'd, (e) tbe 
greateft man in tbe eaft y (/) had children, and fervants, 
iand oxen, and afles, camels, and (heep in great plen* 
ty ; {g) and yet of a fudden became as poor and naked, 
as if he had never been owner of any of them. They 
were all, as I noted before, taken from him in one day ; 
and he had nothing left him buc his wife, (h) who, 
mftead of a comfort in ail his diftrefs, proved a tempt- 
refs CO him, and fo an addition to all his miferies. 
Befides all this, he was plagued in his own perfon, to 
a very great degree, bring fmitcen (j) witb fore boils ^ 
from tbe fole of bis foot unto bis crown ; cill be took a pot^ 

(^) Pfal. hxi. iS, 19. M I Kings i. i. {d) Chap. ii. 10. 
r) Job i. 3* (/) Ycr, 14, iSc. (^) Ver. 20. (b) Chap, ii, 9, lo- 
;0Vcr.7,8. 

Jberl 
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Jberd to fcrape bimfelf withal^ and fat down ammg fk 
ajhes^ as a fign of his exceffive grief. He was Icoficd 
atlikewife, and derided, upon this fad alteration of his 
circumftances ; and fuch as durft not formerly have 
looked him in the face, had now the confidence to 
mock and fleer at him. The very {k) youth bad him 
in derifion ; and thefe of the meaner fort too, fucb 
wbofe fathers he would have difdained tofet with the dap 
of bis flock. And his friends, that came to fee him to 
this woeful plight, like (/) miferable comforters^ as chey 
were, inftead of condoling with him, and pitymg his 
calamity, and applying fit lenitives to aflwage his aa- 
guifh and forrow of mind, for fo (harp and unezpeded 
a vifitation (m), fet themfelves to rebuke him for not 
following the fame advice he had ufed to give to others 
in adverfity. They fpake not a word of comfort to 
him, but endeavoured to perfuade him, that he bad 
reafon to fufpe^fc his own fincerity, becaufe fuch excd"- 
live fufierings were not wont to be inflided upon in* 
nocent perfons, but upon the mercilefs and wicked 
opprefTors, whom, tho' ever fo mighty, God had al- 
ways chofen to humble, at one time or other : they 
concluded, tho* very unjuftly, that all thefe calamititt 
were fent upon Job for his mifcarriages ; and that he, 
good man, muft needs have been a great finner, or 
otherwife he would not have been fo great a fu^rer. 
Tet notwithflanding all thefe crofTes, all his Ipfies and 
.iifappointments, all his pains and fores, and all the 
difcouragements he met with from his miltaken friends* 
'he ftill continued ftedfaftly to wait God's pleafure, in 
a faithful and refolute adherence to his duty, under all 
the difficulties that already had, or might farther befal 
him. It was his fixM and fteady purpofe, that («) 
all the time his breath was in him^ and the fpirit of God 
was in his noftrils^ his lips fhould not fpeak wickednefs, 
nor his tongue utter deceit ; that, //// he died^ he would not 
remove his integrity from him : but his right eoufnefs be 

{k) Job xyx. I. (/) Chap. xvi. a. («) Chap. xxi. ^^ 
(«) Chap, xxvii. 3, 4, 5, 6. 

would 
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ivduld holdfaft^ and not let it go ; m/tjhouli bis heart re^ 

prove him as long as be lived. And (o) tbougb Godjhould 

Jhrf binij yet would he perfevcre in putting his truft in 

him. And to his wife, fctting herfdf to fcduce him 

from his uprightnefs, and tempting him to {p) curfe 

God and die^ rather than continue to groan under fuch 

bitter forrow^ as he had to conflid with, he only re- 

plicd» that (he talked like a vain wicked woman ; pi- 

t>ufljr repreftnting to her withal, how unreafonable it 

was to takfe any thing ill at God's hand ; and that the 

more good any have received from hirh, the left rea- 

fon they would have to complain of any ill that might 

fucceed it. (j) Thou fpeakeft^ fays he, as one of ihefooU 

ijh nvomen fpeak : whaty Jhall we receive godd at the 

band of Godf and^Jhall not we receive evil? In all this 

did not Job Jin with bis lips. 

Anchith. O my God, grant me, I befeech thee, 
the like! patience* 

Pbikg. Oh { do not doubt of the goodnefs of God 
to you. heflrong in the Lordy and wait his determina- 
tion, with a fure truft in, and intire refignation to, his 
good Providence ; and he will turn all things, even 
what you moft complain of, to your own advantage, 
(r) O tarry the Lord^s leifure \ beftrong^ and be Jhall com- 
fbrt tbintbtart% and put tboU thy trujt in the Lord, (j) Fcr 
thus faith the Lord God^ the Holy One of Ifrael : In return^ 
ing and rejt Jhall ye be faved^ in quietneji and cofifidenee 
Jhall beyourftrength. (/) Ob how plentiful is his goodnefs^ 
which be has laid up for them that fear him ; and which 
he has prepared for them that put their truft in bim^ even 
before the fons of men. 

Eufeb. If you pleafe, I will proceed in what I was 
dlfcoutfing concerning Job^ whereby to (hew the good- 
nefs of God to him. 

Anchith. I befeech you do. For though I am not lb 
Ignorant of the fcripture, as not to know it, it will 
however, comfort me to hear it repeated. 

ifi) Job. xiii. 15. [p) Chap. ii. 9. (f) Vcr, 10. (r) Pfal. xxvii. 
i6« {/) I(a. XXX. 15. (/) Pfal. xxxi. 2 1 .* 

Eufeb. 
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Eu/ei.Afttx that Almighty God, by divers forts cfl 
afflidion$, had tried this patient, holy, good, atidfxr* 
fc& man, and had found him in all refpe&s conftaady 
and inflexibly tenacious of his integrity, ia ipight of afl 
the plagues thac SaSan could lay upon him ; he (x) was 
pleafed with and commended him ; tie tori aljw ac- 
cepled Job. And {j) the Lord turned the atpiivUy 4 
Job\ aljb the lj9rdg<voe Job tmce as much as he bad A^• 
/(finr. He reftored to him all thac he had loft 9 aad 
not only fo, but he xeafcd nor, tili he bad Oiade bun | 
twice as rich as ever he had beea. Thus (z) the Lord | 
bl(^ed the latter end of Job^ mare than the begpmitig ; ftr ! 
he had fourteen tboufand Jhe^^ 4ntdjbc thoufaud cJmbf ^ 
and a tbaufand yoke 4f ^xen^ ^tnd a thoufand jbt^ffes \ 
be bad alfo feven fbns^ and three daughters, ^/nd in aU 
the land were no women found fo fair as the daughttrs ^ 
y4ib\ and their father gaan fbem inheritance amw^ tbar 
brethren. After this Uved Job an hundred and fartj 
years y and faw bis fonsy and Ins fims fms^ even feur 
generations. 

jbuhith. Blefled be God, that be is thus good to 
his fervants, and does 00c forfake thofe chat duly put 
their truft in him ! 

Pbil^. Of this good man J$b^ St, James maka 
mention, in confirmation of the great tFuth now treat- 
ed of : {a) Te have J^eardj iaith the apofUe, of the 
^patience of Job^ andbave feen the end of the Lardy that 
the Lord is very pitiful^ and of tender mercy. 

*Theoph. Thus you fee, Anchithanes^ from the .Holy 
Scripture, that corporal afflidions, of whatever kind, 
are no certain token of God's anger, but what befals 
the righteous as well as others, and from whidi his 
trueft and beft fervants <;an promife themfelves no ex- 
emption. You have heard alfo of the loving-kind- 
ness of God towards ftich as have been found faithful 
upon trial, and his readinefs to reftore them to a more 
flourilhing ftate than they were in before. Where- 

{») Job xlii. 8, 9. (jr) Yen 10. («) Vcr. la, 13,. 15, 16. 
{a) James v. 11, 

fore 



md other Afii^idni. §^ 

h>vt be not impaticoc in (bis your ficknefs ; but be 
thankful to God for it, and ftudy to make a good 
improvemenc of it. Wait the good pleafure of God, 
and fuffer him contentedly to difpofe of you as he 
fliaU determine with WimkH. And then fear not but 
he will be merciful to you, and will aircomplifli* m 
you what he in his infinite wifdom fliall fee fitteft and 
moft proper for you. For (^) wbatfit^er things were 
wriHen aforetime^ were wrilUn for our learnings thai 
wCy through patience^ and comfort of the Holy Scripture^ 
might have hope. 

Amhith. God'^ will be done on me ! The Lord 

■ knows what is properefl: for fuch a wretched finner as 

I am. {c) Let him^ therefore, do what Jeemetb him 

[ good. Come life, come death, i (hall endeavour to 

r prepare nxyfelf for it, that fo (d) whether I livt^ I may 

Jive Wito tie Lord I or whether I diA, 1 may die uHtotbe 

Lerd\ or whether I live or die, Imay be the Lord's. 

' A Prayer for Dependisnce upon God in all Dif- 
ficulties and Trials. 

WB oh thou my heavenly Father^ give met Imft hum^ 
bly befeech thee^ for my Saviour*s fake^ a patient 
and a thankful hearty that Imay never murmur ^ or be 

fitisfied, at thy gracious will^ but be obedient to it in 
things i that when my pains are fbarpefi^ and my 
ficknefs moft difcouraging^ and hardeft to be bome^ I may 
however lift up my foul to thee, and feek for help and 
I relief from thee alone^ calling upon thee as I do at pre- 
fent^ faying^ {e) O Lord, rebuke me not in thine in- 
dignation, neither chaften me in thy difpleafure. 
Have mercy upon me, O Lord j for I am weak : O 
heal me ; for my bones are ve^Ced. My foul alfo is 
fore troubled ; but. Lord, how long wilt thou punifli 
me ! Turn thee, O Lord, and deliver my foul j O 
fave me foe thy mercies fake, (/) Bow down thine 
ear, O Lord, and hear me ; for I am poor, and in 

(^) Rtom. XV. 4. (r) iSftm.iii. 18. (i/) Rom. xit* 8. {s)PM. 
▼i. i> 2> 3> 4- (/) P^**- Ixxxvi. I, a, 3, 4, 5. 
I mifery. 

i 
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mifery. My God, fare thy fehratic, that putteth lk\ 
truft in thee. Be merciful unto ifie, O Lord $ for Ij 
will call daily upon thee. Coinfoit the foul of chy 
fervant ; for unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up my (quL 
For thou, Lord, art good and gracious ; and of g;reat 
mercy to all them that call upon thee. C?) O re- 
member not the fins and offences of my youth » but 
according to thy mercy, think upon me, O L.ord^ 
for thy goodnefs. {b) Turn thee unto me, and have 
mercy upon me % for I am defolate, and in mifery. The 
forrows of my heart are inlarged : O bring thoa me 
out of my troubles. Look upon my adverfity and 
miferyj and forgive me all my fin. (/) Help me, O 
God of my fal^ation, for the glory of thy name ; Oh 
deliver me, and be merciful to my fins, for thy name's 
fake. / am not xvbriby the leafi of all thy favwrs ; but 
it is thy property^ O Lord^ always to Jbew meny^ and 
do good td fucb as have no way deferv^d it at thy band. 
Tbou art my Strengtb^ and my Hope : O be tbou my mighty 
Saviour and Deliverer^ botb now and evermore. TUs I 
beg for tbe fake, and tbrougb tbe merits and mediatiotu 
of my ever blejjed Saviostr and Redeemer Jefus Cbrift 
our Lord. Amen. 

Tbeopb. Give me leave to tell you j dear Ancbithanes^ 
we are not a little delighted, to find ytiu thus ferioufly 
and devoutly difpofed, and that you have fuch a lively 
fenfc of God*s gracious over-ruling Providence, and 
fuch a comfortable dependence upon it. Faint not, 
I befcccK you, nor be difcouraged; but be Jlrongin 
the Lord^ and in tbe power of bis migbt. Be mindful 
to call upon him continually; and then affure yourfelf; 
that, in all your ifHi<flions and troubles, he will be your 
defence, your impenetrable (hield, your ftrong cowe^ 
iand invincible fortrefs. {k) He will not leave you^ not 
forfakeyou% but be with you, and affift, fupport, and 
comfort you in all your difficulties. Remember his 
gracious promrfc to fuch as put their truft in him, 

{g) Pfal. XXV. 6. {h) Vcr. f 5, 16, 17. (Offal. Ixxtx.9. 
{k) Heb. xiii. 5. 
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and ftudy to get your mind fcrioufly affefted with \u 

{I) Becaufe be hath fei his love upon me^ therefore will 

1 deliver him ; / will fet him upy becaufe be ha$b known 

my name. He Jhall call upon me^ and I will bear him : 

yea^ lam with him in trouble \ and will deliver him^ 

and bring him to honour. With long life will I fatisfy 

bim^ and fhew him my falvation. 

Eufeb. To be diflfacisBed ac ficknefs, or any other 
affliction, argues a great want of conflderation, and 
a ferious attendance to the vaft diftance that is be* 
twixt God and us, the relation we (land in to him, 
as our Sovereign Lord and Creator, and the duty we 
therefore owe him, which would naturally incline us 
all to a ready fubmiffion to his moft Holy Will, in 
all his determinations concerning us. For nothing can 
be more highly becoming poor, impotent, needy 
creatures, than intirely to rcfign themfelves to their 
Creator's difpofal ; who, by virtue of his abfolute 
dominion over them, may juftly affign each one his 
work and (lation, as well as his reward, according 
to his own good pleafure ; and who befides, being 
infinitely wifer than man, and loving us much better 
than we do ourfelves, muft therefore be much fitter 
to chufe what is moil advantageous and befi: for us ; 
and who, as daily experience fliews, is never back- 
ward toi beftow his benefits upon us, not only be- 
yond and without our defcrts, but even when we 
have highly deferved the contrary, {m) In him we 
all live^ tnove^ and have our being. And {n) he has not 
left himjilf without a witnefs of his continual bounty 
and goodnefs to his creatures without diftincflion, in 
that he indifcriminately does them good, and gives them 
rain from Heaven^ and fruitful feafonsy filU^g ibeir heart 
with food andgladnefs. He continually difpenfes fuch 
bleffings for the good of mankind, as naturally reach, 
not only to his faithful fcrvants, but to their neigh- 
bours round about them, who are equally capacitated 
to partake of them with themfelves. And yet, as 
(/) Pfal, xci. 14, 15, 16. («r) Ads xviL 28. (n) Aa« xiv. 16. 
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if this were not exprcfs enough, our blelled Savioar 
tells us pofitively, that they arc defigned for the re- 
lief of the wicked, as well as of the righteous. For 
fpeaking of our {o) Father which is in Heaven^ he ex- 
prelly ajfirms concerning him, that he maketh his fun 
to rife on the evil, and on the good ; and fendetb rain an 
the jujiy and on the unjuji. So liberal is our good 
and gracious God of his mercies and favours 1 And 
fo conftantly does he heap them upon fuch as ftand 
in need of them ! And can any one that has received 
his fubfiftence, and all the good things he ever enjoy- 
ed, from God's bounty, murmur, and be difplcafcd, 
becaufe he receives fome mixture of evil and forrow 
with them ? 

Theopb. The confideration of God's fovereignty 
tied up David^^ tongue, when under great afflidion 
at the profperity of his enemies, and mod probably 
of his rebellious fon Abfalomj and his accomplices : 
{i>) I was dumb^ fays he, / opened not «ry mouth. And 
then follows the reafon of this his filence and fobmif- 
fion, becaufe thou didft it : Becaufe it was the hand of 
God by which he fufFer'd ; this he readily acknow- 
ledged a fufficient caufe of his acquiefcence in it, how 
hard foever in itfelf. * What is befallen me, fays 

* Dr. Hammond upon this place, I am far from rc- 

* pining or murmuring at : it comes, I know^ from 

• thee, whofe difpofals are moft wife; and be it never 

• fo fharp, I am fare I have well dcfervcd it/ And 
there is no reafon why Chriftians fliould not be equally 
fubmiffive to the Divine Will in all cafps; feeing not 
only God has the fame authority over us, with thofc 
that were before us ; but we have been blefled with 
fuch peculiar bleflings, as the world had before in 
hope and profpeft only ; and the promifes whereof 
were never aftually compleated till our Saviour's in- 
carnation. Which makes our ingratitude and diffatif- 
faftipn the more abominable, and calls upon us there- 
fore the more readily to fubmit to the Divine Will in 

(e) Matth. V. 45^.. (fYffnim mux. 9. 
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all cafes ; whatfoever portion of fuffbrings may be 
allotted us. 

Tim^tb. There is another very weighty reafon, why 
we Ihouid thus give up oqrielves to the Divine difpoi- 
fal \ and chat is, becaufe of our own demerits. For 
be, our affliAions ever fo grievous, or our wants ever 
fo pinching, it muft be owned to the glory of God, 
that he is (till gracious to us, and has piaiijhed us kfs 
than mr iniquities havi defervid. And this^ may well 
cedch us filence, left our dilTatisfadions for lefler fuf^ 
ferings prevail, to the bringing down fckne heavier 
calamity upon us. This is a cafe wherein every mouth 
muji be ftopped^ and all ihe world become guilty^ highly 
guilty, before God^ if his infinite patience towards 
them, and the numerous undeferved benefits he loads 
them with, do not outweigh thoie lighter corredioBS 
they at any time fmart under. There is none, but if 
he would ierioufly examine his own oonfcience^ wiH 
immediately difcover foch a mafs of wickedneTs there, 
as muft inevitably convince him, that, how hard fo- 
ever his cafe be« he has yet abundant caufe to admire 
and magnify the infinite €len>ency of God towards 
him, in not having far more feverely avenged him* 
felf upon fo guilty a ftaner. And it is intolerable 
ingratitude for him to complain of the lofs only of 
one joint of a Bngcr, when be has deferved to lofe 
his hand -, or rather to be uneafy at the trutting off his 
hair, when, inftead thereof, he had juftiy forfeited his 
head. 

Eufeh And if you inquire farther into the reafon- 
ablenefs of thefe complaints, you will foon fee the 
ill management that is in them, amongft others, 
efpecially upon thefe two accounts : Firft, Becaufe a 
patient compliance with the Divine Will is the beft 
way the fufferer can take, to make himfelf eafy under 
fu^riogs, whether ficknefs, or of any other kind. It 
is not n^cefiary to tqrn a fidick^ to experiment the 
truth pf this«. A |iun may foon find the bendit vi 
fuch a deportmenc, ia abating the pungency of hi^ 
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diftemper, tho* he has not brought himfelf to fuch 
a fcnielefs degree of afFcftion, {q) as to proclaim him- 
felf happy in Phalaris's Bull. For a truly chriftian 
patience, fuch as Ijpjius (r) defired at the time of his 
death, is the beft remedy we have at hand ; which, 
though it will not remove our fufftrings, will how- 
ever be very ufeful, for taking off the edge of them, 
and making them the more tolerable ; whilft, on the 
other hand, impatience makes a great addition to any 
evil that befals us, by our unfitnefs to bear it ; n$n 
quia dura^ fed quia molles fatimur^ not fo much from 
the weight of the afflidtion, as from our own weak- 
nefs and difability to (land under the burden of it. 
Such as are querulous and difcontented, and upon the 
fret, at every misfortune they meet with, take the 
ready way to make themfelves miferable ; at leail 
much more fo than they would otherwife have been ; 
whereas *tis ealy to obferve of thofe who arc never 
diflatisfied, howfoever it pleafes God to difpofe of 
them, that if they cannot be faid to be truly happy 
in their worft condition, yet it cannot be denied, 
that they are fo in comparifon of what thefe others 
would be in the like circumftances. This therefore 
is one unanfwerable reafon, why every one (hould 
compofe himfelf to bear his afflidions to the bed ad- 
vantage; I mean with an unwearied patience, and 
refignation to God*s mod Holy WilL The other 
I intended to mention is, fecondly, Becaufe we know 
not whether what we wi(h removed, be a real caufe 
of grief or not, and whether it be not rather deligned 
as a kindnefs, and like to prove fo in the event, as 
being introdu£tive of fome greater good, whether 

{q) Sapiens, inqoit Epicurus, femper beatns eft ; k vel inclufas 
in Phalaridis taaro hanc vocem emittet. Suave eft, & nihil euro. 
LanQant. Infiit. 7. 3. r. 27. 

(r) Cum lolacii a Stoicis magnam ilH materiam fnperefle qoif- 
piam infufurrarec. Ilia Aint vana> refpondit ; digitoqne in ChriftI 
crucifixi imaginem prope aftantem intento, Haec eft, inquit, vera 
patientia. Mox magno fpiritu fubjecit, Domine Jefu, da mihi 
patieatiam chriftianam. Dructl. dt JBtirmt. Cwjid. 4. 
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temporal or eternal, than the fuflFercr would othcrwife 
have attained to. We poor (horc-fighted mortals are 
very apt to miftakc our friends for our enemies, and 
to think ourfelves hardly dealt with, when the greateft 
kindnefs is intended us, and hence inexculably com- 
plain of the ufage we meet with ; and this not only 
in relation to one another, but to the determinations 
of the Divine Provjdencc concerning us ; when a lictle 
time convinces us, that our own choice, if granted, 
would have left us in a far worfe condition. 

Pbilog. That muft needs be, unlcfs we are capable 
of forcfeeing all the events of God's difpenfation to- 
¥^ards us, and could penetrate into his aim and intent 
in them, (j) His ways are not as our ways, nor his 
thoughts as our thoughts. For as the heavens are higher 
than the earth j fo are his ways higher than our ways^ 
and his thoughts, than, our thoughts. And for not attend- 
ing to this, the Ifraelites were dcfervedly to be chaf- 
tizcd, as the prophet Ezekiel threatened them 5 (/) Tet 
Jaith the houfe of IfraeU ^^e way of the Lord is not equal. 
O houfe of Ifraely are not my ways equal ? Are not your 
ways unequal? Therefore I will judge you^ O houfe of 
IJraely every one according to his ways^ faith the Lord 
God. And every one therefore ought to beware, that 
he fret not at God's difpofal of him, as he would noc 
incur the like rebuke, together with the heavy punifti- 
mcnt, that may juftly be expeded to follow upon it. 

Eufeb. As this way of cenfuring God's dealings 
with his fervants is impious, fo I add, that it is highly 
unreafonable, upon another account. For this cen- 
furer knows not, whether what he mod diflikes, will 
not prove a blefTing to him in the end ; as neither, on 
the other hand, whether what he moft impatiently 
defires, if obtained, may not, in. the event, become 
a fore misfortune to him. It was {u) Rachael*s com* 
plaint, that flie muft die of grief and difcontent, if 
fhe had no children. And yet the accomplifliment 
of her dcfire in this refpeft was the certain occafion 
. {/) Ifa. Iv. 8, 9. (/) Ezck. xviii. 29, 30. (») Gen. nxx. i. 
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of her death. For tho* flic bare one (le^) fon Jt^fiplr 
with fafety, yet no fooncr was (he the mother %A 
children by the birth of {yi) Betganttn^ but it coft h«- 
her life. And on the contrary who would ever have 
thought, that her fon {y) JojepV% flavcry and impri- 
ibnment in Egypt^ Ihouid have been the means of adr. 
vancing him to the fecond place in that kingdom ? 
Yet this it moft certainly was. Who would have 
imagined, that {z) Mofes Ihould be taken up by 
VbaraoV^ daughter, and educated and owned by her 
as a fon, by having been expofed to the wind and 
waves in the Nile? Or that {a) Bim fliould have an 
eftate, by being fold into flavery ? Or {h) 7heim^^lef% 
exile (hould have procured his advancement in a 
foreign court, and give occafion for that triumphant 

profeflionof hi&,''^n isr«r^cc> dxuXSfA^ct&yy tlfA^ drrii}XifA.^a^ 

O my children^ if we bad never keen rmned^ we ha4 
heen uUerly undotfe. 

Theopb. It cannot be denied, that mankind ttt oftcfl- 
times egregioufly miftaken in their conceptions, in 
relation to the diftributions of Providence % knd their 
impatieht either defires, or averfations, make them 
chufe very difadvantageoufly, too often deftrucliVely, 
to themfelves : as might be confirmed by many in- 
flances, befides tbofe now produced by Eufebius^ had 
not thefe been fufficicnt of themfelves. However, 
poiTibly it may not be amifs to illuftrate this by an 
ingenious apologue; metaphors and parables, many 
times, making a mol-e laiting impreflTion upon the 
mind, than the clofeft and moft demonftrative argu^ 
tnents. 

Phikg. I dare anfwer for all the company, that 
vvhat you purpofe will be very acceptable artd oblig- 
ing to them. And. let me therefore beg that you will 
pleafe to proceed. 

(*w) Gen. XXX. 23. {*) Chap, j^xxv. 18. (y) Chap. xli. 
41, 42, 43. (a) Exod. ii. lo. (a) Diog. Lacrt. in vlt. Bionis. 
■(^) Plut. in vit. Themift. « ? 
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. Ancbitb. Pray do. And 1 will give a due acten.- 
tioo t9 k -, as I have done to all that Eufebius, or any 
<^f yog, has faid upon this fubjed. 

Tbeopb. There is a notabk ftory in the writings of 
a late learned and reverend doctor of our church, that 
ftrikes my fancy in an unufual manner '9 and 1 hope 
therefore it will noc be difagreeable to any of you. ,. 
"J^hilog. Pray Ipt us have ic. You do not know what 
imprefliQn ic m^y nf)ake ^pon jincbilhanes^ or how 
much you may oblige any oiher of us by it. 

fTbfopb' I will give you the beil {iccouac of ic I can 
at this tim&« 3o mapy years have paiTed fince I fead 
\t^ thai I wijl not pretend to be exad jq my rehearfal 
of it^ but I am pretcy confident I ihall no% forget any 
tiding material .in it, however l may ppffibly wrong 
it ip the manner of tjelling. The ftory, in (hort, is 
^is : ' (c) A cert^q^ em^fiUy not well farisficd wjih 
^ the adminiftration pi^.this worid, and its affairs, ^nd 

* the divers pccur^-q^e^ of Divine Providence in re*- 
f laciqn to ic, refolyixi in this difbrder of mind to quic 
> bis cell) and travel abroad co view tb^ courfe of 
' things, and rnake what obfervations he could, whefe- 
' by to form a judgment of what had thus difturbed 
^ him. But he had not gone f^r, not above half a 
•day's JQurney,. if I remember aright, before he waa 

* overtaken by 9 young ftranger, who came up to 
:* him, and joined company with him \ who quickly 

* infmugced hiipfel.f fo far into the ^rdPfffs's affcdion, 
f . that he thought himfelf ycry happy in having fo 

* loon met with fo fuitabLe a companion. And as 

* their journey lay the fame way, they agreed toge- 
' ther to eat and Jodgc always at one houfe, where- 

* foever they came. Some few days they had tra- 

* veiled, before ithe ermiu took notice of any thing 

* that occurred worthy of his obfervation. But at 

* length he could not but be Concerned to fee, that at 
« a houfe, where they were very kindly and gene- 

* roufly entertained, his fellow-traveller, with wl>ora, 
U) Dr. ff. Morels diviae Dialogaei. Tcm. i» Dial. 2. Scd. «4* 
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in this time, he had contradired an intimate and en- 
dearing friendfhip, at his departure ftole a gilt cup, 
and took it away with him. This was matter of 
no fmall aftonilhment to the poor eremite^ that his 
friend, whom he fo highly cfteemed, and whom he 
thought a truly fincere Chriftian, fliould prove guilty 
of fuch apparent theft, and inexcufable ingratitude 
to one who had been fo highly civil to them, and 
to whom therefore they had particular obligations. 
And he was refolved to fee farther what his beha^ 
viour would be in other places, before he inquired 
any thing concerning it. Wherefore on they went 
as before, till at night they met with a houft of 
as ill accommodations as the former was of good ; 
where the owner, being a man of a morofe inhof- 
pitable temper, refused to admit- them within doors, 
though the rain, and other hard weather, made fuch 
a reception very dcfirable. So thit they were forced 
to fpend that night in the open court, in bardfhip 
and great uneafinefs. and not without fome hazard 
of their health. Yet fuch was the different carriage 
of this young traveller, towards this unmerciful furly 
man, that, in the morning, he rewarded all his in- 
humanity with this gilt cup, which he thruft into 
one of the windows, and there left it. This, you 
may eafily fuppofe, was a fight no lefs furprifing 
to the eremite^ than the former^ and he could not 
poflibly fathom the myftery of fo unequal a proce- 
dure. However, he ftill took no notice of it to 
his companion, though he could not forbear rumi- 
nating upon it in his thoughts. The next night 
they were treated with the like civility and kind- 
nefs, as at the houfe from whence the cup was taken ; 
but the return made for all their good entertain- 
ment was far worfe than the former, and more 
aftonifhing ; For, at their leaving the place, the ere- 
mile faw his companion privately ftrangle a little 
child, as it lay in the cradle, the only child of the 
family, and of which both father and mother were 
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exceedingly fond, and in whom all their ten^poral 
happinefs feem'd to be wrapped up. However, he 
prevail'd with himfelf to hold on another day ; and 
at night they came to a houfe of the beft entertain- 
ment they had met with yet. Where the mafter 
of the houfe not only received them with the 
higheft civility, and accommodated them with what* 
ever might either fupport or divert them, during 
their (hort ftay there ; but in the morning, becaufe 
the way they were to go, was fomewhac intricate, 
prevailed with them to accept of a guide, a iervant; 
whom he had found very faithful and diligent, and 
whom he therefore loved and valued, as if he had 
been his own child. Thus, they took their journey 
for a while $ till, coming to a bridge, that crofied 
a deep and rapid ftrearo, the young traveller, of 
a fudden, laid- violent haxids upon the fervant^ and 
threw him over into the water, and dromoed himP. 
Upon this ihterendle could contain no longer^ but 
paifionateiy cJIkrged the- other with his barbarous 
requitals for the favours they had received by the 
way, and the injufticfe and murder he had been 
guilty of, refolving to keep no more company, nor 
ever have any thing to do, with the author of fuch 
abominable wickednefs ; cbufrng much rather to 
confine himfelf again to h\% cell, and forbear the 
converfation of mankind, than fee fuch heinous 
crimes committed, without any lemorle, as if they 
were never to be accounted for. But now, behold 
as ft range a fight of another kind I The young 
man, fmiling at the honeft zeal of the good devout 
eremite^ and putting off his mortal difguife, ap* 
peared to him in the form and luftre of an angel of 
God ; telling him, that he was fent to eafe his mind 
of the perplexity and doubts he had fo long la* 
bour'd under, as to the Divine Providence \ in 
which, faid he, nothing can. occur more aftohi(hing 
or unaccountable, than in what you have now feen; 
and are fo uneafy at. With this the good man took 
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courage, and refolved not to part with h\A contfn* 
nion, till he fkould have learned the meaoiQg of 
what pafled fo much to his difturbance. And the 
other immediately promifed to demonftrate to him^ 
that in reality nothing could be more juft and equi- 
table than all this, which, for want of a right un- 
derftanding, had been fo groat, and almoft infuper* 
able an offence to him. F6r, faid he. As to ihe 
firil man, from whom the glided cup was taken, he 
had the beft compen&tion made him for all his 
kindiiefies, the cup having been an unhappy oc%z^ 
fioQ of great milchief to him whilft he had it. He 
i$ a peiibn of divers elccelknt qualiBcadoos, and 
exceedingly beloved amongft his neighbours, who 
.are continually partaking of his bouncy and frieqd^ 
fbip* But he has «he niling that tamiflies ail his 
good deeds, and that is, an inclinatioi^ to company 
dild dcinking, mcu% than becomes hkis^ And e(p^ 
(tially» whenever this cUp is btought forth : io that 
Khe beft office I could, do him, wafi e&Aui$!ly to 
remove this temptatiob out of the ^ay^ that by ^is 
means he may be bitM^ht to a better government 
of himfelf ; which is the greateft happinrfs that 
can befal him in this world, and moft highly bene- 
ficial in order to another. For this reafori I took 
care to eafe this our worthy friend of what had beea 
fo unfortunate a fndre to him. And I left it with 
the other rough, morofe, inhofpicabk mini as a 
meahs of his deftrufUon,* and fo a juft reward of 
all his inhumanity, that by it he inay fall into in* 
temperance, difeafcs, and death itfe{f; there being 
that inchantment in this cup, that whofoever hath 
^ it, will be in daoger.of being thus bewitched by 
^ it. But perhaps you are at a ftand to think <rf the 
^.little innocent babe, (b unexpectedly ftrangled in 
f-tthe cradle, and at a place too, where we biid been 
^ fo civily entertained. Know thep, diat this was 

< dona in great mercy to the parents, and no real 

< httit CO (he i:hild| who is now with God in blifst and 
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bupptfteft. This gencletnan» and his wife, had 
hitherto livisd in gre^c repuucion for their piety, 
juffice, fobriety, and other chriftian virtues. But, 
above all, their charity was itiofl: confpicuoufly emi- 
nent % divers of their infirm and indigene, neigh- 
bours owing their fubfiftence, next under God^ co. 
their beneficence. But, fince the birth of this child, 
their minds have, by degrees* degenerated and ftink 
into a love of this world % aitd^ inftead of provid* 
ing for the poor and heiplefs, as formerly, ihetr 
thoughts have been employed how to enrich tbem-- 
felves, and kave a pkatiful fortune to this it)fanty 
dnd its poftericy. Hence k wis, that { took away 
this momentary Hfe from the body of the child, 
that the fouls of the parents might live for ever. 
Aad I appeal to yourfelf^ whether, all things con- 
fidet'd, this i^as not an immenfe kindneg, and aa 
aft.of the trueft frieod(hip to them ? But dill there 
remains one thing more to be accounted for ; thisi 
laft faft againft which you have deiclared fuch a 
violent deteftation. And, as bad a notion as you 
have of it^ this .let mc tell you, was the moft faith-' 
ful inftance of gratitude I could pay, to ooe wha 
had ufed us with the utmoft humanity and kind-r 
Ae&« For this ferviint, whom his tnafter (b highly 
valued, was a very rogue ; and was in a confpiracy. 
to have, thi^ very night, let in a company of thieves^ 
«d rob and kill his mafter; and, perhaps* his whole 
family. Whkh having fatd, he immediafely va- 
ni(hed, leaving the good man to meditate with 
himfelf upon what had.paflbd, and the rcafons given 
for it : who, hereupon, tran^rted with joy and 
amatement, lifted up hjs hands and eyes to Heaven^ 
and gave glory to God, who had thus uneKpedl<!dly 
delivered him frtom any farther anxiety touching the 
wiys of his Providence. And, being now f*iUy fa- 
tisfied, as 00 the Wifdom of all God's deaJiogS with 
us« and thofe unfeen reafons of them, which (o fac 
t furt^afs the bounds of pur finite (hallow underftand- 

* ings. 
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< ings, he returned with chearfulnefs to his forfakea 
« cell, and fpent the refidue of his days there, in piety 
♦ and peace/ 

Pbilog. It is an excellent (lory, indeed, Tbeopbilns^ 
and fo much to the purpofe, that nothing could be 
more. 

Eufeb. This (hews, beyond all contradiftion, bow 
(hort-fighted we poor mortals arc; and how unable to 
judge of the aim, and intent, of the Divine difpen- 
fations towards either ourfelves, or others. Wc are 
apt to think ourfelves very wHc ; but, alas ! fhould 
God fee fit to leave us, but a very little time, to our 
own managen^ent and choice, we fliould quickly fee 
caufe to bewail our foUy -, and beg, and pray, and 
intreat of him, to take the care of us again into his 
hand. We think ourfelves, with Pbaetcn, able to 
govern the chariot of the fun 5 but, if entrufted with 
it, ihould find the efie6b of our prefumption, as he 
did of his, to be only ruin and deftruftion. As alfo, 
on the other hand, when we think ourfelves in the 
moft forlorn circumftances, we yet know not what 
bleffings arc referved for us ; and how even tbcfe our 
calamities may be made a ftep and introdufUon to 
them. 

Ancbith. You fay very true, Eufebius ; and Tbeapln- 
lus*s ftory has fo clearly iiluftrated the matter, that I 
moft heartily return him my thanks for it. 

Tbecpb. I am very glad to hear this from you, be- 
caufe I was afraid I had quite tired you with it \ efpe* 
cially fince coming at the latter end of the day, when 
you might be prefumed defirous to be left to your- 
felf. But now it is time for us to retire, and wi(h you 
a good night's reft, and that you may find no incon- 
venience by the long difturbance we have given you. 

Ancbitb. Pray, good Tbeopbilus^ let me intreat you 
by no means to think that a difturbance to me, which 
I frankly acknowledge to have been a favour and a 
kindnefs. 

Eufib, 



and other \40i£!ions. lo^ 

Eufei. I hope you will pardon us, if we have made 

too bold with you, confidering your prefenc indifpofi- 

tion, fince you know we could have no other dcfign 

in it but to ferve you. 

Ancbitb. Indeed, gentlemen, I cannot think of part- 
ing with you yet. I am very fenfible of the kindnefs 
of this charitable vifir, and own myfelf to be highly 
obliged to you for it. And I muft confefs, I find my- 
felf refrefh'd and enlivened to a great degree, by your 
ufcful and inftrudlive difcourfc, ever fince you came, 
and your feafonabie application of fo many paffages 
of Scripture to my circumftances ; for which I heartily 
thank you all. Yet this I muft add, that I am much 
afraid, left the application belong not to me. For I 
dare by no means compare myielf to thofe famous 
worthies you have been mentioning, Jofeph^ Davids 
and Job. Thefe were illuftrious fervants of God, and 
eminently religious in their generations ; whereas my 
confcience tells me, that I, being a poor, wretched, 
guilty finner, who from time to time have highly 
offended my good and gracious God, can have no 
title to thofe promifes which were made to fuch as 
thefe, nor any juft ground to expcft the like favour- 
able ufagc with them. Thefe holy men were afflidled 
out of pure kindnefs and mercy, for the vindication 
of their faith and conftancy, and that they might ap- 
pear noble examples of an unwearied fidelity to thofe 
that fhould come after them. But alas I what am I, 
poor creature, that the Lord, whom havelfo provok'd, 
fhould have any regard for me ? This uncomfortable 
refJeftion damps my joy, and robs me of that incfti- 
mable fatisfadion I muft needs otherwife have found, 
in what you have fo pertinently fuggefted. Not that 
I do now doubt, in the leaft, of God's goodnefs to his 
faithful fervants, but only that I fee too much caufe to 
diftruft my own qualifications for his favour. The 
bcft of my performances have been fo lame and im- 
perfedt, and the whole courfe of my life has been fo 
defil'd with blacker and too, too oft with wilful and 

known 
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known fins, that I have too mtich reafbn to fuQKd 
this (kknefs to be laid upon me as a puniflinrienc fer 
fuch my guilt. And I cannot perceive why 70a 
iboqld not aifo be of the fame opinion. 

Eufeb. Admit it : yet you have no reafon Co con- 
dude it fent only for this end. 

Philog. It is not above a fortnight or three weeks, 
fioce I heard our dodtor preaching upon thefe wonds« 
R(m. iv. 7. Blejfed an they wbofe hnquitks are far^ven^ 
mnd wbofe Jim are covered. And wltat he faid made 
fuch an imprefCon upon me, that I could not forget it, 
and I hope I never (hall. His dilcourfe was, as you 
may eaQly fuppofe, concerning remiflion of fins. And 
fliewcd us, firft^ That it is God alone who forgives 
fins ; he can and does forgive them, when he fees juft 
eccafion for it, and he alone can do it; Secandfy^ 
That Chrift is the only meritorious caufc of this forgive- 
nefs ; and it is purely through his mediation that we 
ain hope so obtain it. i'inrdfy^ That however fuch 
a faith in him, as produces a true and unfeigned repent- 
ance on our part, is required as an abfolute indifpen- 
fible condition of this forgivenefe. And here he made 
thefe two farther obfcrvations : Firjtj That wrthout 
repentance there is no hope of pardon, even though a 
man had not fallen into grofs and fcandalous fins, but 
only gone on in the heedlefs negleft of his duty, 
{d) like the foolifli virgins, in our Saviour's parable; 
(tf)orthe unprofitable fervant, who hid his matter's talent 
in a napkin. And then, fecondfy^ That though a 
man had been a great finner, yet upon a true repent- 
ance he might promife himfelf forgivcnefs. Though 
he had been guilty of grofs and enormous crimes, (fuch 
as we can none vf us conceive Anchithancs to have ever 
been guilty of) yet, upon his forfaking them, his fight 
of and forrow for them, and a care to walk more up- 
rightly for the future, together with a ferious and 
fteady dependence upon God's mercy, through the 
merits and interceflion of our blefied Redeemer, Gad 
{d) Matth. 3txr. 3, Wr. (e) Vcr. 24, 25. 

5 will 



and otkir 4j^Sknsi rri 

will be reconciled (o him, and will own him for hii 
faithful difciple and fervant. And at laft he con* 
eluded wich thefe comfortable words, worthy to be 
written in letters of gold^ and fet up in all places, (hat 
every one may have them continually in his eye, and 
which particularly fuit Ancbitbanes''^ cafe^ that HEJ- 
VEN-'GATESARENOT SHUT AGAINST 
THOSE THAT FALL INTO SIN, BUT 
AGAINST THOSE THAT LIVE IN IT. 

Eufeh. Excellently fpoHeo by the do(£lor, .and aow 
as pertinently remcmbcr'd by Pbihgtitent 

The^b. There is nothing more plain* in the whole 
word of God, than that repentance, and forgiveneAi of 
fins, are infeparable companions ; and he that has the 
one as he ought, (hall be fure Bot to mifs of the other. 
To this purpofe fpeaks God bimfelf by the prophet 
Ifaiab^ (/) fVaJb ye^ mah y^ clean, $ut away the evil 
if yqur doings from bifon mne eyes. Ccafe /« Jo evil, 
learn ia de well, feek judgment^ relieve the oppreffei^ . 
judge the faiberlefs, plead for ibe widow^ And then, aa 
the happy eSed of fuch a chaqge, he adds, {g) C$nig 
now, and let us reafon Ugetber, faieb the Lord : Thmgb 
ymrjins be as fcarlef, ibeyjhall be wbiie as faow $ tbaugb 
th^ be red like crimfon, ib^ fidl be as wed. If ye be 
willing ^nd okedient, ye fhall eat the goad cf the land. 
And 0gain, {b) Let the wieked forfake bis way, and the 
umgbteaus man bis thoughts, and let him return unto the 
Lord^ and be will have mercy upon him ', andtoourGod, 
for be will abundantly .pardon. 4od by the prophet 
Exekiel, (i) ^ben the wicked m(tn turnetb away from bis 
xmckednefs that be bath .committed, and doth that which 
is lawful and right, he JbaUfave bis foul alive. Becaufe 
be confidiretb, and turneth away from all his tranfgr^bons 
that be bad committed, be fhall furely live, be foall not 
die. And again to the f^me purpofe, (k) ff^ben I fay to 
the wicked, Thoufbalt fusrely die 5 if he turn from bis fin, 
and do that wkich is lawful ttnd rights jf the wicked reftort 

1.6, 17- U) V*'- '9t *o- W Chap^lv. J. 
xviii. zj, a8. (^) <:i^p, jx^vi^ I4» 1.5^ 16 
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the pledge^ give again that be hath robbed^ walk in ibe 
fiatttiti of life without committing iniquity ; befbaUfurdf 
tivey bejball not die. None cf bisons tbat be bath com- 
mitted fhall he mentioned unto bim : be batb done thai 
wbicb is lawful and rigbt j befball'furely live. And in rhc 
NewTcftamenr, (/) Repent ye, fays St. Peter ^ and be can* 
vertedj tbat your Jim may be blotted out. And at another 
time, fpeaking of our blefled Saviour, (m) Uim^ faith 
the apoftle, batb God exalted uritb bis rigbt-hand^ to be 
a Prince^ and a Saviour ^ for to give repentance to Ifrael^ 
andforgivenefsofjtns. And, to omit divers other places, 
(») Tbere is joy in Heaven^ fays our Saviour, over one 
Jfinner tbat repentetbj more tban over ninety and nine jufi 
perfons^ tbat need no repentance. 

Eufeb. There is nothing more evident, than that 
pardon and (alvation are promised in the Gofpel, fome* 
times to faith, and fometimes to repentance; both 
which therefore feem to me, to be frequently ufed me- 
tonymically, and fo, in the fcripture- language, to 
means oftentimes the fame thing. For a true faith is 
fuch a belief in Chrift, and dependence upon him for 
falvation, as produces a fincere and unfeigned repent- 
ance. And a faving repentance is fuch as proceeds 
from a belief in Chrift, and is accompanied with a hope 
of falvation through him alone. Such a faith there- 
fore, or fuch a repentance, call it whether you will, is 
recommended to us by our Saviour and his apoftles, 
as a moft neceffary qualification for mercy and par- 
don here, and eternal felicity hereafter. 

Tbeopb. Wherefore, dear Ancbitbanes^ it is matter 
of your ferious confideration, whether the fcnfe of 
your own unworthinefs in the eyes of God be not an 
argument of a penitent heart, a meek and quiets an 
humble and refigned fpirit, (o) wbi^b is in tbe Jigbt of 
God of great price. It is true, no man is pure and 
undcfiled before God, there being (p) no^e rigbteous in 
this fenfe, no not one. {q) Wbo can ftr^fy I bave made 

^^^ (/) A6ts iii. 1 9. (m) Chap. v. 3 1 , («) Luke xy. 7. (#) i Pet. 
iii. 4. (/} Rouii iii. lo. (f) Prov* xx. g% 

my 



kffhmttrtdiM^ lampart frmn my finf It is ft fiielan* ' 
choly reflexion for the bed of meo^ that {q) in manf 
ibhigs we afend all. (r) Iftvefaywe have no Jin^ t^e 
deceive amjehes^ and the trutb is nei in us. (j) Per 
all have Jinrnd, and come Jbari of iheghry of God. So 
chat (/) sh^e is Hot d jufi man apon earit^ tobo dotb 
goodj andjlnneib^ not* {k) By dne man Jin entered into 
$be world J and death hy fin\ and fo death faffed upon 
edl mtnt far that all baVe ftmed. We are all of us at 
beft (») but m^rofit^le fervants ) and (bould have dill 
been fo, tho' we had been able to perform all that is 
eo n k nande d usi for (owe bad done bat vAat was our 
duty to do. But I would to God this were the true 
ilate of the cafe^ that we had done no Aiore than waa 
incumbent upon xxi^ as neceffary duty. It is fad to 
think, on the contrary, we are fo far from havine done 
this, that none 6f us but has multitudes of fine otcom- 
miflioo to be accounted for^ for which (j) if God 
will contend with us^ not one of at can anfiver bim^ or 
cxcufe himfelf for one of a thoufand. It was the pe- 
culiar prefogattve of our great High-prieft, the ever* 
blefled Jefus^ to have been (z) tempted in all points like 
as we aroy and yet to have pafied his. whole life with^ 
out fin. {a) Mflefls befides have corrupted tbHr way 
before God. {b) And if be Jbould be extreme to mark 
what were done amifs^ none could abide it% {c)nor fhould 
any mam living he ji^i/ied in bis fight, Confider with 
yoorfeif the wtaknefs and infirmity of human nature, 
and how prone all are to go aftray from their duty \ 
and you will pnefently fee reafon enough for that t>Cr 
poftulation {d) of Bildad^ bow can man^ the beft and 
moft upright of men, confider'd in hrmfeif, with- 
oot the m^iatkm of a Saviour, how can be bejujlffied 
with Godf or bow can be be clean that is bom of a 
woman? Behold even to the moon^ and it Jhineth not \ 
yea^ the ftars are not pure in bis fight i having no 
(f ) James iii. s. (r) i John L a. (/} Rom, iti. 23. (/) Ecd. 
vii. 20. («) Rom. ▼. I a. {x) Luke xvii. 10. {y) Job ix. 3. 
(1^ Hcb. !▼. rs. («)Gm. vi. t%. (^} PTslm atxx. 3. (0 Pfaln 
criiii, a. {d) Job «v. 4, 5. 6. - . , r 
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brig^itoi^Mr: l)^re in bU pTeftnce* Sbiv ; 
ilMuaworm^ 4mdtbefcni>fnmnibi^is awcrmf We 
have all abundanc reafoa to pray wich the InimMe 
pttUican, {fy Lorij h tmriiful U meafimier\ and iir 
th(B words our blefled Lord has put into our mouths^ 
to fiqpplicate and befeecb Almighty God, of his ia* 
fiaitcsi mercy to (/) far^nit tu our trt^ages^ Oi we f^r^ 
give tbem that tnfpajs againfi us. 

Eufib. If yoa look back to thofe very wertbifli^I 
took occafion to mention to you^ hirdr oft dosa Damd^ 
the man after God'fr own hearty confcfs hialfelf a^grie^ 
vous Anner 1 How does be flee* 19 God, and HmnUt 
himfelf at his footftool, and fuel, a«Kl b^ aod.piafy 
and intreat, for the forgiveaciel$ of bis maoifbUt iniqtiU 
tiesr! How does he difdaim all conEdence in hkufelf^ 
zt^ betake himfelf only to the merey and gpodne& 
of. God» for acceptance with hka! To inftanoe ia 
particulars to this purpofe, wooJd be to repeat a |;Mit 
part of his book of Pfalms^ which are fuU of etEpref* 
iiona of this nature, from one end to the other. But 
thefe being not only in every one's hmd^ a» the tei: 
of the Bible, but b^g order'd by our chucdl tt>.be 
read over every month, in its pubHck iefvice^ t wBl 
not fufpeft any one here fe little aeqoainted withtfais 
feraphick part of the Holy Soriptures, as to need being 
put in mind of what is fo plainly aAd fully centaiaU 
in it. And Jch^ on whom God had bcftm^'d fo gk)^ 
riQus a chara^er, in the two firft chaptera el' his htf- 
tory, yet durft not pretend to infift upon his own 
innoccncei but only upon the clemency ofl (iodi f6r 
fafety. {£)Jf I jujiify wmftlf^ fays be, my mm mmtk 
Jball cmdtmn me 5 if I fay lam pcrfcli^ it fhdti fraoe 
me perverfe. And a licrie after, {b) I am afraid t/ aS 
my forrfiws: I know thai thm wU no$ bald me iwtkenk 
If I be ^icked^ why then labsur I in vain? ff I. vmfif 
myfelf in fwds-water^ and make my bands never fa dun 1 
yet fhalt thou plunge me in the diicb^ and my awn cidtbes 

(e) Luke xviii. ij. (/) Mttth. Vi. it. Xt) Mix. ae. (^>V«r. 



jM^ ti^l^' ^' Wherefqre^ good jKcMtimBs\ t^^ 
heart, and do not delpond, by reafon of your pa(t 
tr^fgvrflltfDS. lutt'no^Satai' rtmpc ybii to defpair^ 
as jif choKC Were nio tt)ett]t for you; and ycni had no 
^onSOt'^oy^ fi^ht €0 Godfs' promife$'^ but ieeic rather 
to make out your title to them, by homblihg yoUr^ 
ie)# j|i <Ws ^ttofdhtev' wtith' unfeigned purpafes and re« 
folutions of 9^better otkdience fdr the fucore; in far 
as^fs^tA ylbU'(ha41 be aiblet. Coafefs: and be^vail your 
Vr^edntrfsvaild pra^f i6t ptfdon and forgivetiefs tbix/" 
th0 ^rfltraUiqgrtiiQritrof' oiur moft compaffionate ahcf ' 
all pb\Hsrft)V' Redeemdr. And afibre: yoitrfelf;. tacW' 
yqtif px\mx^\fi^lL mii tttmm untv ym lOiitdy tarJbdW 
^mmpj^ yi^ilf' dpfifCS,. aui projper in tbt thing ^b&dUP ' 
yAir/endftifm. (i) Bqv the JUrd is graciam ani merdful\ 
iongtfi^erins^^ md ^f* gfee^ g9odrtifs. "^hr.Lofd'is l^rDMg'- 
unto every tnan^ ^and his mercy is over alt Us ^^dYkf. 
(M.fhcl^dis^fidi if cmpafion and mr0, bng-fuf^ 
fering^ and of great goodnefs. He vriU-^ ttot ahfays b€ 
cbifyigi ' Mth&y ketpetb' bit anger ftif e^tr. Ms met- 
cipDd goodfAfs etkbreth for ever and iver^^ upoHtbem thw - 
. fern* hlnr: and bi^ pi^t^ufkefi updn^ cbildtfem cbildreni 
(/) 0* ^fn|^. ini the Lord^ far 'uritb' the Lo^ is rnktcy); ^ 
and witkUmh pfAn^m. riimption ^ and' be jbaff' redeems 
Ifraebfirom^ialt^his^fa^^ 

jSnsbith.-Mt my^ hearty tliy bowets^^ and aH wicftia 
me ! What a dreadful pain did I juft now feel ! G<Ki' 
be me^cifo^ t6 mi 

£i^. Bft'of ^Md conQfoPt v and truft in God, that 
be wM turh aU td^the beft; Yet h6n6e you mSy bb- 
fefvv, what frail feeble creatures nrwi arc^ and ho*ir 
fnlalJ a* matter fel^ves to difcompofe thefraKncof our 
mortrfi nature, and put all out of order, 

Ancbiih. I fiad ic fo by fad experience* But 1 
thank God, I am now pretty well ac eafe again ; arid, 
if < I {hould not be over-trouWdbnic, wotrid beg of 
focne good friend amongft you to farisfy me; that if 
God punilk me in this .world for 4ny fins, this is noc 

(0 Pfalmcxlv. 8, 9. {k) PWm^cKii. 8, 9^ 17. {/) Pfalmcxxx. 7, 8. 
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a more probable token of his anger, than of his tsmmf 
to me. 

"Tbeopb. This is too hafty a concIafion» with which 
you fo torment yourfelf, as I (hall (hew it lo be ia 
doe time. Bix firft, give me leave to tSk you a {»«- 
vious neceflary qoe(tion. 

Ancbitb. AEk what you pleafe, and I wiH be fune 
to anfwer you in the fincericy of my heart 

^be^. What judgment does your pariik-piellr 
mkke of your repentance, and the ftate or your U»A f 
He fhould be much better able to fatofy you in this 
point, than any of us ^ both as he is better fldlPd in 
inquiries of this nature, and as it is to be prefdmVIr 
you have thoroughly acquainted him, with all your 
doubts and fears, and the grounds and feafons of 
them ;. which you know we are ilrangers lo^ Wfaar 
fiiys he to this point ? 

jhcbUb. Nothing at aU$ for I have never afted 
Ma opinion concerning it 

Tbeopb. Horn I Never alkcd his opintenl You vciy 
much furpriie me. I could not have thought it po^ 
iible, that you could live fo near him, for fo long 
together, and have fuch fttedom and intimacy witb 
him in other rtfpeds^ and neither well,, nor fick, ad^ 
vife with him about the great concerns of eternity. 

AncbUk I was afraid of being too troubkrome ca 
him. 

^becpb. Let me afk you then again : Do you nor 
remember that injunftion of the apoftle St. James^ 
(») // Oiyjick? Lei bim cattforibe elders of tbe dhinb r 
and ki ibem pray over bim^ ice. Or is it none of your 
bufmcfs CO attend to his dircaions ? And tell me, I 
bcfccch you ; docs this fear keep you from troubling, 
the lawyer^ when your cifeite is in danger, or the 
pbyljcian in time of ficknefs ? Or is an eternity of 
infinite either happinefs or mifcry, of left concern to 
you, than this (hort unccFtain life, and its peri(hing 
enjoyments-? JBefidcs^ Tbeodems is a very good man, 
(«][ JanieS'V*^ 14. 

and 



mi other AfiiSimt. iijr 

«id takes care of his charge. And I know him ib 
well, that I dare anfwer for him, he would efteem it 
a kindnefi rather than a trouble, to give him an op- 
portunity of affifting you in the weighty afiairs of 
the other life. I have heard him complain of it as a 

great difcouragement, that of all this large pariih fo 
tw have ever come to him for his diie^nh He is 
not content with the diligent difchargeof his office 
in publicky but would heartily rejoice in having an 
opportunity oi oooverfing in private with any m his 
pariihioners, that would lay thdr cafe before himi 
3nd would be fure to give them the beft fefolutiona 
he fhould be able, of all their doubts, and ^ fittdl 
inftru&ions ibr the management of their li^es heit^ 
and the preparation they are to make f6r another 
hereafter. Nor can any one take a more efiiedual 
courfe, for promoting his own eternal falvation, than 
by thus difclofing his weakncfies and faults, difficulties 
and dangers, in order to a cure, when in his greatdl 
health and vigour. But when fickne(s comes, and 
death threatens a man, he is in a peculiar manner en* 
gaged to feek for all the affiftance that can be had i 
and to this end to acquaint his fpiritual phyfician with 
the maladies of his foul, after the fame manner, as he 
would the doAor or furgeon with the difeafes or fores 
of his body ; that ib, whenfoever death Ihall feize 
him, he may by no means be unprovided for it. 
For this reafon it is, that our church dirtfts, wbm 
MPf firfmh jkk% notice Jball he gtven to tbemimfter $f 
fie fmjby to the end he may come and vifit him \ 
and very juftly, this being a feafon wherein his help 
is more efpecially required, upon account of the near 
lelation that is betwixt fickncfs and death \ becaufe 
there is then a more efpecial need of his prayers ^ 
and becanfe, moreover, the fick perfon is ordinarily 
more attenuve to the advice given him for the good 
of bis foul, thanthofe who feem at a greater diftance 
Ifipipn their letter end \ whofe thoughts are taken up 

\s 3 with' 



^ft^ Of JPikfiince umkr^kimefs, 

<wivb ihofR QT^mv (CflBipMal sffms^ J»htKt» turn 

^wb^k* lowo my jbuk^ And will take<are id 
^^nd ic. It is oow abpu£ 1)18 time of prayer^ iboft 
jf <?$|d'(pai:e py life tiU .ibe.afieriioon, i.wilLhffgddH^ 
4i^voMr pf % vific 4*100) bim, . wd will limiy uahobm 
iipy^f cp.him i.^nd, I hope, ll^all ^ooc MgtBt^aS k. 

fyifikf T^kerpa^y wPvd for ic, y €U ^iU not. 

PiK^^- yoU)Udibe0: fend tpeuMdiatdy^ h^iMe he 
0i t^^qburoh^ 4o»lMg his .prayeiy iot ]sou tbca% ^apd 
;|)Q(<:of (lie cwngm^gftlion I fliod then.lec faim ikiMMr, 
I^MityPtl would lotraac.bim'to^rQeiywiQ-AealtefiiooQt 
HSifQpo ,98 ,wilth «PDircnience be oan* 

^4^>4 Ttoiil mu(l:.giife4[Qu.4be iroiAk of call' 

jcxg . my fervswt» iind ^fepding lum- 

• )FbO€g. I wUl jdo ic wichout.debiy. 

; fjbejgpb. Ypu myA mtohtc bcfonehaod, tp ided 

{>\aioly ^nd finccrdy with hiin» and conceal oothiog 

Itvac lies jupqa yfdur cQnfoieQCCy or .wherein you .waoc 

1^ 4^re&iQn, but to .give bim a.tcue rftace of your 

t^Ss. And ihai.i£ will ihe bis care, ;co tdl youlhcAr 

fsir you ^re .right:* and wbece you baxe ooiftaken your 

WfiJ 9 whctb^r yfip ace foood in tbe faith, regular in 

yQW deporcmeoc^ hearty Md fervent in your devo* 

lions, and .how jtou may beA rcAHy jvhatibever is 

ymifs in anyof :ehefe refpe^b. He will eMfiiioeinio 

f»w idi^jpofirion tox leaving tbis world, and your tide 

tp.fi .better ; thut ib you may be <able to make a judgr 

inentt bow it isr.like to fare with your imroorul fouif 

fi'Al pr»y. with «y OKU for the pardon of your fins, thro' 

MirSfj^viQUr-s mediation} and for the ailiAance of 

ihe^ly.Spiifit* duly to qualify you for whatfoever 

flw^U bfi :dei«rmiped for you ^ and, at laft, if he fes 

y^ ,§ffB0fiud$ Ufr it, wiU« gccprding to the authority 

<ommteied to him l>y bis Lord and Maftg*, ^and in 

|ji»edieQce lo.the church'^ command, upon ja$arinm9 

1^(in4Jf^^J& uy^^^ pronounce to you the comfipit* 

ilbie iKQvdftjQf abiolutioo; that Jo, if. it fliall pfesfii 

G«K1 ?e fak? OWr good fficfljd from amopgft us, yoq 

ff»7 



«ity llopiit in peace, wich a ^iet confcience, jmd a 
4ure Ckie co a far better e&ste in the marvfions^f btift 
^and^ory $ (») chat o^m jvtfr ewrthly houfe^oj this ta- 
hernacUJhall be dijfolved^ you may have a bmlding of G^ 
an houfe not made with handsy eternal in the Heavens. 

Andbitb. I am heartily ^aOiamed and grieved, that 
J never confider'd chis before* I am fenfible it hofi 
been -a great negledt, that I have not made better ad* 
vantage of (b uf^fol a guide, fo faithful a mtnifter of 
God's word, and fo efiedual a help in the importanfc 
-concerns of nvy foul. And if it pleafe God to pro- 
long my days, I will take eipecial care to avoid thie 
like folly for the future. At prefcnt, I will wait with 
^tieace for his coming, when he (hall be at liberty. 

Theoph. I hope you will pardon the freedom I have 
iCaken with you ; and I tbanlc you for fo readily heark- 
^nifig 10 aiy advice ; and, 1 am fatisBed, you will 
foon be fenHble of the benefit of it. In the mean 
cime, I fhould proceed to confider the doubt you *buc 
'fKyw ftarted ; that the punifhment God lays upon you 
in f his world, is a more probable token of his anger^ 
,than of 4>i6 favour, towards you i but that I find we 
have tired you too much alfeady, and it is therefone 
jitgh tinne that we now take leave of you. 

Eufei: Let us therefore wkhdraw; I am furc it 
•mufb fee proper for Anchifhanes that we do. 

Anchitb. I<rannot deny but my fpirits are low, and 
I am no company for you. But yet, gentlemen, I 
oanaot part wkh you, unlefs you will be fo kind as 
•CO appoint another meeting here in a few days ; ehat» 
4f k pleafe God to fpare my life till theA, I may par- 
take of fome other of your comfortable and ufefol 
obfervack>ns ; and particularly, as to the doubt now 
ifieniioned concerning God's hand upon me at pre- 
sent. *1 am i)OC able to exprefe my gratitude for the 
-henefit of this kind vifit: and it will be a confiderable 
alleviation of my pains, if I may but promife myfcif 
fome other dofcs of the fame reviving cordial. 
(») 2 Cor. V. !• 

L 4 Eufeb. 
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S^ffh Since the difcourfe you have hoird has 
Vich iQ favourable a reception, I (hatl be readyt a( 
any ixcat^ to give my attendance» and ^o you tbp 
t)eft fervice 1 fhall be able. 

Theppb. And J moft willingly. 

Piilog. I am fure I (hall be as defirous of another 
fucb interview, and feme farther like converlaciOQ, 
as you can poffibly be^ and therefore (ball by vq 
means abfent myfelf^ if I have life and health, mod 
J)e not ineviubly prevented. 

Jnchitb. I moft heartily thank you all. But wbep 
may I hope for this favour ? 

^bsGph, It 0iall not be long before you are troubled 
again with our company : and we will fettle the tiine 
amongft ourftlves. 

Ancbitb* I am much obliged to ypu all. And I 
|iope you will not fail of being as good as ypvr word^ 
^nd in a; little time as may be. 

Eufeb. You need not fear us. 

Ancbith. I have had too much experience of yoqr 
goodnefs to queftion it. But iny great de^re of mtw 
^i the fame enteruinment, puts me upon thus preOmg 
you to confirm your promife. 

Eu/eb. Almighty God have you in hia protedioq^ 
that» whether you grow better or w(>rfe» Uveordie, 
you may be intitled to an intert(l in his favour^ ao^ 
the manifold bleflingf he has piepaitd for his be* 
toved. 

Pbilog. I am loth to leave my kind iieighbouri bq^ 
I think it now iHore than time for you to try, if you 
can recover your fpirits, too much e]j[hau(M by {p 
long a viGt. 

Tbecpb. Dear Ancbitbanes^ it is neceflary we fiiould 
take leave of you i but it will not be long ere we 
renew your trouble. In the mean dme, we (hall be 
(ure to pray for you : and fo we commit you to dw 
Divine proceOion. ^ -^^ 
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fTie ^^ Man's Sittkment, jScc. i at 

The Third V I S I T^ 
By 7f>eopbilus alone. 

ITbe good Man's Settlement cf bis Temporal 
Concerns. 

Tbeopbihis.\/iY dear friend^ we haw appointed tq 

^^ be with you three days hence 5 but yet 

paffing not far from you, 1 could not have pardoned 

myfelf, if I had not come a litde out of my way to 

inquire i^r you : and I am heardly rejoiced to find 

you fo much better than we left you. 

' Jbicbisbam. You are very kin^ in thus concerning^ 

jrcRirielf for me» But pray how do you know I am Q> 

much better ? You find me where you left me ; and 

why do you think me amended ? 

%ke9pt. You look more chearfully, and feem ealier 
than yop were. But the chief caufe of my congrati^* 
lation is, that as I camr, I had the good fortune to 
fneet with Thfodon$Sy who gave me a good account of 
you» and thi(t he took you to be in a fair way of 
recovery: for which you may h« fure I could not 
but be very glad. 

^bitb. It is like yoqrfelf to ihare in the welfare 
f{r ^fili^tion pf your friends ; and I return you a thou- 
(and thankf for this, and all your favours. 

tbeapb. I was heartily glad too, to find that Tbeor 
,^cnts h^d ^leen with you. 

' Ancbitb. He is very kind indeed. He has been 
here three times in thefe two days, fince I had the^ 
happtnefs o( yow. laft vifit \ and has promised to fee 
^ie again in the evening. 

fbtopb. And are you ftill of opinion, that he thinks 
^t a trouble to attend upon you, or is diiplealix}, thtt^ 
joii ^t 9> dei^re his affiftance ? 
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Ancbiib^ His readinefs to vifit me, efieftaall7 Ihews 
the contrary ; and mak99 Q)e ^Cbuvnec^ (h^t I have had 
no better tlittugbcs of him. 

Tbecph. I hope you have heep fi> much your own 
friend, as to deal treeiy and openly with him, and 
acquaint him with all your doubts, together wicti tfe 
Teafons of them ; and in (hor^ chat you have impar- 
tially laid before him the whole ftate of your foul, 
and taken his judgment upon it. 

Atcldih. To tell you the troth, t had fome dffi- 
jculty in expofiog my ihame before him ; but by de- 
grees I brougfac myfelf to it, and have dealt very frankly 
•with him. And I thank God, that f did fo ; for I find 
jny mind muofa mose at cafe fiace^ and I hope bis pioui 
affiftance will be of everlafting advantage »<nt. 

Tbf^. Are you at any time afhamed to tell your 
.phyfioiao the nature of your 4iftemper, in order €o a 
,cure? 

Ancbitb. I know no reafon for that. 

Tbeopb. Is not the cafe then the fame in ^relation to 
your fpkicual phyfician, cbe do6ix>rof your foul? And 
iWby fhould yoy not be as iree with him^ 

Ancbitb. '&ocMSt my fioknefe is the ^fift'of my nc- 
tural conftitucion, or perhaps, 4fi fome cafes, ehe ftroke 
§^f God's immediate hand upqn me. 

Tbeopb, Not always fo ; but too ofceo fioknds, and 
4eatb icfelf, are the efiedts of man's own Tices and 
loUy. fiut I do not any way fufpeft this to be 
Ancbitbanes'g cafe, aod dierefbre you may pleafe to 
{proceed. 

Ancbitb. Sicknefs, I fay, ordinarily fpeaking, k 
^hat we cannot avoid, and therefore may juftly be 
ibrry for it, but have no caufe to be afliam'd oif it: 
.•but .my fins ^re my own faults, and fo caft a very 
ill refleflion upon me, and are a ftrong temptation lo 
4kudy how I may moft fecurely conceal them. And 
jbis gaade it fo hacd for me to difcover them. I -was 
afraid, left I Ihould lofe Tbi9ieruf% good t>pinioB of 
me for ever ; and if he Ihould ever ipeak of them to 

others, 



«Olhera, fis we ^re^oerally t^o 9pt to do, I fliould not 
know bow co^ihfiw my face abroad, if it fliould pleafe 
«God to reftore mc to mj f<wnf)er health, 9s I begin 
^ipw to hope be may.. 

Tifi(^k Of Sir, you feem isk great llranger to this 
Uort.cf ipeaitential proceedings. Th^ prieft is ftridly 
^obliged not to difcover what he is told in confeffion : 
jLod he mud be a very inconfiderate man, and no 
.way defeFving his facred .phara^er, who will do it 
So that .you need be in no pain upon chat account ; 
for you may reft ^0linBd, that one of TUodorufg 
ptety andrprudence^ and diligent care of his parifh, 
.will never be guijty of fo highly indifcreet and kivgui* 
liar an aelion, as to divulge what k thus fiercely com^^ 
43>itted v> bim in cofifeiTiOn^ tho', if it were to have, 
been, I leave it to yourfelf to determine, whether it be 
AOt far mor<; ^Jig^tM^ to be coademn'd for your mif* 
carriages by men at prefent, than by Almighty God 
jit the Uft day. Afid .dm» 4S tp Ti^cdoms'j^ own pri- 
vate opinion and efteem of you, neither need you 
fear loficig this, by any freedom of this natuiv you 
inay have taken, weiie your fins. much fouler and more 
^gravated than there is n^ibn to fuppoTe they are. 
For if {a) tber€ isjn^ in heaven 4jv^ a finner thai re^ 
ptnktb^ how ihould at enter into your head to imagine 
there (hould not be joy like wife upqn the fame account, 
ftnaongft all the good men that are let into the fecret 
of it? Had your fins been ever fo heinpus, abundantly 
more fo than I can poflibly expeift of my AncbithaneSf 
the good man, upon the notice of them, would pre* 
iendy conclude this difcovery to proceed from a 
thorougli convifUon of the evil and danger of thern, 
^xid ^ ^beaf ty forrow and contrition for them, and fo 
would rai^r honour and love you for your repent- 
ance, than flight or undervalue you for fqch former 
piifcarriagesrt whk;h now he no longer looks upon 
9S your's, becaufe he knows you have renounced them, 
«od fopgbt to God for the pardon of them, wd re^ 

folved 
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folved by bis grace and aflfiftance watchfully to refirakt 
from them for the remainder of your life. 

Jncbitb. He has promised me, never to let what he 
has heard from me to be known to any one. And I 
hope he will be as good as his word. 

Tbeopb. My life for your's, he will. And let itie 
therefore prevail with you, never to give yourfelf the 
Icaft paio in that rcl^cft. Whatever yoti haTC ac- 
quainted him with, depend upon it, all is fafe as if i€ 
were yet concealed in your own breaft. But pray cell me, 
did he not take it very kindly^ chat you fent to him i 

Jncbifb. He thanked me over and over again, and 
told me he would not fail to be with me, as often as 
the other aflpairs of bis parifh would permit, till it IbaH 
pleafe God either to reftote me to heidth, or take me 
to himfelf, 

Tbeopb. Then you muft own I was in the right, ia 
advifmg you to apply to him. 

Ancbitb. I do fos I freely and thapklully acknow- 
ledge it. 

Tbeopb. Believe me, he is one of tho^ v^orthy di^ 
"Vines, thofe faithful minifters of God, who {b) t4^ 
beed to tbemfehes^ and to tbe ftock over wbicb tbe Hoig 
Gbofi batb made tbem overfeers^ to feed tbe cbureb of God^ 
V)bicb be batb purcbafed witb bis own Hood ; and of whon^ 
9, moft admirable author, as well as an indefatigable 
promoter of Chriftian piety ^nd devotk>n, by hi^ 
exemplarinefs of life in all refpefts, no lefs than by 
his excellent and ufeful writings, teftifies, (c) thai 

* they would not only be content, but very much 
i rgoice, to aflift, in z\\ fpiritual affam^ fuch as IhaU 

* make a^Ucations on thele accomtts \ and would take 

* it for a great comfort and encouragement to their 

* labours, if they could find their par^ymers ready 
^ upon all occafions, to confuk them in the concerns 
f of their fouls^ either for the inftruffion of their <^w« 

* rance^ or the refolution of their doubts^ for direOhn 

{h) Afts XX. 28. (0 Mr. Ne!fon\ Preface to the Companion 
for Che Feilivals and Fafti^ tic, fag. iS» 19. 



if bis ttfSporat Concerns^ fif 

* In order to the avoiding or vffiiht^tidingJimptattms,^ 

* for their rtfXj/^/tf/xM tinder trials and affli^ions, or for 
^ the beft method of obtaining pardon of their Jhs^ 
f and juUiifig their cenfiienas.* 

AncbUb. This is fo natural a delcription of ^beodo^ 
ms^ fo far as J can judge, by what converfacion I 
have hitherto had with him, and the fingukr benefit 
and comfort I have received by it, that it looks to 
tne, as if that worthy gentleman had had him par** i 
ticularly in his eye whilft he wrote this. 

Tbicfb. You ought not to imagine that ) for^tfcere 
are many ferious and devout gentlemen of the clcn^y, 
that areequally ready so eacecote their ofike at all times, ^ 
and upon all oecafons. However, you fee by this tin^e^ 
that theminiftersof God are of fome other uie, than 
pufdy to pny to Ood in the church, and to preach to 
the pe(^le, and acquaint them wi^ the nature, and 
perfuade, pre& and urge them to the coniciendous ob- 
fervaoce cSF their duty, and to adminifter the^ ftcra- 
ments in puUick. Thefe are aoble offices, and muft 
be acknowledge* well worthy of a divine commifflon, 
in order to the good fucceft of^ them; But yet thefe 
are nos att thepuipofesy for which they are commiflion'd 
and hnpowes^d to aft in God*a name; but there 
are, as I faifi, many other good' ufes to be made of « 
them* 

^iiiriifir^. Good ufes I Yes; admb*able ufes indeed. 
And fo I now find experunentally, to my no fmatl com- 
fort and benefit: for which I mightily condemn my- 
felf, that i had not underftood it fooner. Had I made 
the fame 4HivaBtage of Tbeodana*% convc^rfation for« 
merly, d^e I haice done thefe two, days hSt paft, i 
Jhould have been far wifer and better, and quieter and .^ 
left diftorbcd in wff mind,, and fitter for either this 
Off the otherlife,! than I have been. For he has not • 
only prayed effinftually and fervently with me, and for 
me, but has examined^ and adviied me, from time to 
time, to examine my own foul, andiee what judgment 
I am to pais upon myfetf, what grounds I have for a 

deep 



d^' faumiiiatioh' abd^ i3tpeiitanoe« and what for il' 
fure truft in God« tbto' Chtift v what cipkiiofi I ougllC 
to* have of this omficoiy life; and ka un£sKS^iA«Mrf 
and perilhing enjoymencs; and' what-ofrdirifitendd^ 
able g^ia of the bdlcr; aa aUb' what iHdiQseaiidsle 
obligations I and all mariktnd are undef^ {dy tb b/kwr 
fuififtsbemanhafferi/im^ but fortbai^MektidKrerU* 
iwerli^ing Ufey^ ntoreconvikianglyv than bjrall tfaefcnr-' 
mons that I havd ei^p heatd' him pk^oadi.- 

Tl^opb. You 6e theesfeiethe advantage^of^ private 
coaviirfadon with fodr a manw It^ianoc t6 bt Ap- 
pofedy his unpretneditattd difeoorfe Amrid* be realif 
better dian his ftndied fermons? wherein' he' had wdV* 
confidered beforehand^ wlat Ue^aa^tofiqu. And that 
it.pconred more uieAd to yoiK mtght^pniteedyiit pait^ 
from your prefeat.dromnAanoca^ ftrtuehnttg^r nor 
ioa(m>bably make yoo raordatteDt«frtd:adiat>fae faid^i 
and fo it might mak^a groatfcr impidJEoik^^iipoir yotv 
than at odler titoies. Fop tithflt I taibeib'be'ldie chief 
cattfeof the benefit fan raeilcioa; Mmr^oiaf eon^ 
verfation with hitn^ is, ebai! yoit had^tbe: oohwnittice 
of ptopoundtng .your ^ cbutor and* forupksriD' bia^ * 
and begging or him^ toiex^Waihifliiieif ift^^^f pointy: 
wherciin you did not take him righD at ISffti whidr 
is a liberty you^ could dmhave^ wl^^ fpaki froor 
the pulpit. 

ygMdriOf. It may be SaL But thik I airf fine of ) what 
he tokl me feeoned dearer to me, and 'mdre affilffing^ 
than any thing I evtt heard irota hiib beforeu 

f^ie^b. I cake it for geaoted, you^mft'iidt fy»^ 
to-iecurnyour unfeigned tbaifkS'toiSod* for fetOng- 
hdme what be fai4 upon ydur hiart^v c* Ib^ .^aod^ao* 
advantage, 

AncbSb. By no-^meant^ I look vpOB'itai^ 9)cat' 
mercy tif God^ and defire to be truljh tbatikfat to -him 
for it, and to ble& and magnify his hdtf name^^ far 
youchfefing to take fueh care of me. - My doubtir^ 
conoeming my fature ftattv are nowriiribmemnfttie 
WJotoi-vi,«7. 
5 fatisfied } 
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fsiH&wti and I hopff (b^ h»t them more fo, when 
he HmU be a liitle bmerat MIUi^ fbr it; He sdfo 
pi^omiifdcb'dtffcoorfe ttlcrfattih^frtoMftiorre^, and then 
to^ admr6Alot to me tb« bdy facrMttenc of the Lord^s 
Sopper^ ^ber^ to Cft^^ in me a« clofer union- be-» 
twhBt my foul and my Saviour; and tften, tipcnnrf 
bumki»0lnibeattyremfi'i h^gi^es me hope of nrcriving 
abiblution for my ftusv And, by God^s gr^e^ I Ml 
fully rdblved titwt moit n^ indulge myfelf in any of 
them^ but t0fefii^ G^diH' Mfufi^ and nHtM/s ef Ufe^ 
for vrhafi farohiftr time I may bare to fpend bere. 

^Cbto^. A.?kMioua and truly Cbriftian* refiilutioilf 
And: may the' Almighty g^ve yoo graeef immoveably 
toperfiltin^^itl 

JMcbhh^ Thefcr aire die prfaidpal adrantages I re« 
covted fiiMfiS^tf^li(^fW*8 vifit^. Bui! thefe are not all ; 
for thtnr it aMocher of ifo fmaU imfMrtance; tbo^in no- 
wife 10 bti oomparad whh^ #hif nlafltt to my God, 
my Savioti^,' my fout^ and eceiroicy. He has ptit me 
inmindaf agtfuat nej^eift of^ a'dlfl^itene namro^ thae 
might toaM:pityred of f^tU dbnieqaemee, if it had 
pleaied God^to toire fiiMtbkd me- a^ay wkhtout warn- 
ing *» od if 1 b^ had dMcy 'bttt'lMd not met with foch 
a fMhfuliii)onit^«- ,^ . 

^'Ar^ I btjg^rf Hi^fo^cttyM'had not minded to 
make' a difpirfidKm of' yMi temporal cotieernfs, as 
every wile man oiighit to d^ 

Andshhi You. have bk.iu Pconftf^ I have put oH^ 
making, my witti tilt my- laffcisr end^ as too- many 
ocha-sxio^ ftidfo\msiiygmic<daiigc!fe'ofteftVirt^'all in 
confofiony and^^ry moeticoWiniry'tomy'mind. 

^be^ Thi9« ^ you (ay^ is« Mo general a -fMiIf» 
that men put'off their v^S)» ay they da their tepenc* 
ancov to a fiek bedv ^nd fof tM frequently, never 
mtke th^at aU. fittc, finttf fcra are now ftnfible of 
the bad^efieal of foch a negiefi?; I truft* ydit will not 
defer ic any longer left- you fbould happett to die in^ 
tefiate,- and .your eftaM fbould defeend ottiervrrft than 
you inunded % and pcrbapa agroBC parc-ol it be fpenC 

in 
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in coftjy and deftru^iye law-foitg % md mofcover^ kft 
fucK aaifnoficies arife hereby aoioogft chofe reladoos^ 
vfhom you would moft with to live in friendfliq^ and 
mutual afieftiont aa may never be quite healed wfailft 
they live, or for fome time afterwards. Sofiie of 
them, alfo, may be expofed to extremity of wang 
when you are gone i whom a fmall feafonaUe l^acy 
might relieve, and put into a way of livmg. And a 
any debts be owing, they may not be fo punAually 
and duly, or at leaft, fo timely paid, as they ought to 
be, for want of your direftions concerning them. And 
in a word, more and greater inconveniencies might enfiie 
for want of a will, than perhaps you are yet aware of. 

Ancbitb. You fay very right, good Tbe^pbihu. 

Tbeapb. Befides, the Scripture itfdf teaches this 
duty, of fettling our worldly concerns, before we be 
called to take our leave of them. For we not only 
find it.recordcd of the patriarch Mrabam^ (i) that be 
difpofed of his eftate before he died, the eftate itfelf 
to Ifaacj and legacies to the fons of his concubines : 
and noted afterwards of Jcbk^pbei^ as an inftance of 
comnKm prudence, that he i/)fttt bis borfimcrder^ be- 
fore he went and hanged himfelf i that is, ikyaBilhop. 
Patrick upon theie words, bi fittbd bis mnrs^ mU 
di^fedpf Hsspasi but the prophet j(;Sm* was ibx 
to King Hezekiab^ with a potttiye commiflioQ to fit 
bis boufe in order before his death. For fo it is written : 
{g) In ibofi d^s vms Hesekiah>Scifc wU$ Jeatb % mdibe 
prcpbei Ifaiah ib^fim 4^ Amos cassu to bisM^ smd/md Msit§ 
bim^ Tbm^ fastb tbi Uri^ Sit tbim botf/i its ordsr % fir 
tbou fialt dif msdmtlhi. HexiUsA waa like to die, 
and one requifice, you fee, in order to his doing it 
^ght, was firft to fit bis b§ufi in mitt^ or, in other 
oKxlem terms, to make his will: a woric which 
ought to be done by every one, who has any fiore of 
worldly goods to difpofeof, and does not refolve, that 
they (hould all dcfcrad as the law dire£b# to the next 
heir or heirs \ but which never can be done at all, if 

(/) Gen, xty, 5,6. (/) s $tm. zvii. s^. (f ) s JUogt zs. i. 

not 



of bis temporal Concerns. ^ izg 

hot tlone befojre death comes ; and hardly aright, and 
es it ought to be, if not before the man is very fickj 
and near his endi And accordingly {b) B^xtorf telh 
us of the "^ews^ that when any of them who happens 
to hi dangeroufly ill, is vifited whether by the rabbi^ 
or other of his friends \ if he be a rich man, their 
firil advice to him is about the fettlemencof \{\%ejiate. 
Our church, I confefs, does not fo, but allows the 
precedence to that which is of infinitely greater con- 
cern to the fick man, the care of his immortal foul. 
But then it fubjoins this rubrick: If we have mt before 
difpofed of his goods^ let him then be admoniftj'd to make his 
^lly and to declare his debts^ what he oweth^ ami what 
is owing to him, for the better difchargiyig of his anfcience^ 
and the quielnefs of his executors v adding, moreover^ 
that tnen fhould be put in remembrance^ to take^ order for 
the fettling of their temporal ejiates^ whilft they are in 
health. 

AncbitL Iwifh I had canfider*d this fooner \ for fo I 
ftiould have taken other meafures than I have done. 
. "T-hecpb. I add farther, it will be a latisfaftion to 
yourfelf to think, that as you have been preparing for 
another ftace, that you may die in peace, and be ever- 
lallingly happy in a better world, fo you have not 
been wanting to do your part, towards making your 
relations and friends, and whacfoevcr objcdls of your 
charity, as eafy and happy as you can in this. 

jinchith. Your reafons leem to me verv. juft, and I 
have nothing to fay againft them. And I muft there- 
fore acquaint you, th^t I have already fent for my 
neighbour Nomicus, juft before you came in j and, for 
aught I know, he may be in the houfe by this time. 

TheopL This ftiould have been done before, it being 
the proper work of one in perfeft heahh, when he is 
able rightly to confider all he does, and has moft time 
for it, whereby both to do it the more completely, 
and to cafe himfelf of the trouble of it, when he (hall 
come to languifh upon a fick bed j at which time he 
i^h) Syaag. Jud. c. 42. 
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W\l\ be fare to have buBnefe of another nature opoft 
his hands. 

Anchitb, I am now truly convinced of my error, in 
having deferred it thus long •, and therefore think it 
time to do it now, without any farther delay. And 
if it Ihall pleafc God to reftorc me to . my health,, 
which at prefent I fee little reafon to expcft, and will 
not therefore truft lo any hopes of it; if it fhould 
pleafe God^ I fay, to rcftore me to my health, ^ wiJI 
never be without a will by me, to prevent all the be- 
fore-mentioned inconveniencies. I did not think my 
life to be fo (hort, as I now apprehend it may be ; and 
this made me more carelefs and dilatory than I ought 
by any means to have been. 

Tbeopb. Wherefore now you fee caufe to blame 
yourfclf, for having fo long trufted to fo great an un- 
certainty ; and to be thanki^l, that you was not totally 
difappointed by it. Now you may fee, no man i» 
fure of his life for any time ; and none therefore but 
ought to have aH things in Fcadinefs for a change, 
whenfocver it fhall come ; as poflibly it may very 
fpeedily. (/) H^e know not whatfiall be en tbe morrow: 
for what is your life? It is even a vapour tbat appeareth 
for a little time^ and tben vani/hetb atvay. 

Ancbitb. I am fo thoroughly fenGble of my folly, 
that I will delay this necefTary work no longer. Some- 
body there, deiire our friend Nbmicus to come up. 

^heopb. Then, Ancbitbanes^ Twill take leave of you 
till Thurfday next, when, as I told you, we have 
appointed to be here again, as you defrr'd. 

Ancbitb. I beg of you, by no means to leave me. 

Tbeopb. A bufinefs of fuch a nature, as you are 
now going about, ought, for divers reafons, to be 
done with privacy : and it will< therefore be beft to 
leave you and Nomi^us to yourfelves : I called as I was* 
pailing not far off, to fee how you were v but had no- 
thoughts of interrupting any affairs you. (hould have 
'to dilpacch. 

(/) James iv. t^^. 
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Attcbiib. I cannot \n you go. I have nothlhg to on 
der, but what you rtiay very fafely be privy to ; and 
befides, I may (land in deed of your advite; and 
therefore, pray ]ct fhe beg yoUr ftay, if it be n6 itl- 
convenience to yourfelf. 

Tbeopb. You (hall command me. 

Nomicus. SiTi I am tery forry to find (6 WoHhy a 
gentleman) and whom ^e i\l itioft defervedly ho- 
tiour and efteem, in fo weak a condition. 1 heard. 
Sir, you was pleafed to fend for me, and adi Come 
accordingly to receive your commands. 

Ancbitb. 1 thank you^ Sir. Blefled be Gdd, I am 
foaiewhat better than I was, but however^ ftill, a4 
you fee, (ick and weak, and know not how foon I 
may leave the world ; and$ being defirous^ in the 
mean time, to make a difpofuion of what it has pleafed 
Almighty God to give me in it, I fent to beg the fa- 
vour of you of making my will. And I thank my God, 
I am as ready to leave thefe tranfuory enjoyments, as 
ever I was to receive them : and I cannot but be pleafed 
in myfelf, to think, that eVer flnce I came to the in- 
heritance of them, I have always made them to ferve^ 
not to rule and govern me$ and at all times could be 
content to part with them, whenever God's glory, or" 
my neighbour's wants, required it of me. 

^beopb. So St. John advifes, {k) not to lobe tbe worU^ 
netlber tbe tbings of tbe world ; alluring us, moreover, 
that, if OHj man love tbe worlds tbe loVe of tbe Fatber is mi 
in bim. In like manner, as our bleflfed Saviour declares^ 
it is (l)impoffibletofervedod ami Mammon ; and commands 
to (m) make t^ ourfelves friends of tbe mammon of unrigb- 
teoufiUfSy tbat wben we f oily tbey rnay receive us into ever- 
lafting babitations. And that you have taken this courfe^ 
appears from your indifFerency as to thefe temporal 
good things, according to th^ doArine of our bleflcd 
Lord*, {fi) IVbere your tred fare is ^ tbere will jour bearJ 
be alfo. 

(i) 1 John ii. 15. (0 Matth. vi. 24. (m) Luk^ xvi. 9« 
(ir) Mactti. vi. at. 
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Anchith, I muft own I have, m fome meafure, made 
this my ftudy» tho* with a great many faults and 
failings : but I heartily wi(h I had done it more, 
and to better purpofes. 

But, if you pleafe, we will begin. ' 

Nom. It is great pity. Sir, this work is now to do. 
However, it is not yet too late; and therefore, if 
you will pleafe to give me your inftrudlions, 1 will 
take care faithfully to purfue them. 
• Anchith . Begin. In the name of God^ Amen. I 
Anchithanes, of the parifh of A. in the county of H. an 
unworthy member of the church of Chrifi^ as fettled and 
reformed here in Knohnd^ being through the abundant 
mercy and goodnefs of God^ tho* weak in body^ yet of a 
found and perfeSi underfianding and memory^ do conftitute 
this my lafl Will and "Teflament^ and deftre it may he 
received by all as fuch. Imprimis, / mcfi hunibhf be- 
queath my foul to God my Maker ^ hefeeching his mofi 
gracious acceptance of it^ through the all-fufficient merits 
and mediation of my moji compajjionate Redeemer Jefus 
Chrift, who gave^himfelf to be an atonement for my Jins^ 
and is able to favc to the utmoft, all that come unto 
God by him, feeing he ever Hvcth to make interceflion 
* for them ; and who^ I trufi^ will not rejeS me a re^ 
turning penitent finner^ when I come to him for mercy. 
In this hope arid confidence I render up my foul with 
comfort^ humbly befeeching the mcjl bleffed and glorious 
Trinity, one God moji holy^ moft merciful and gracious, 
to prepare me for the time of my diffolution^ and then to 
take me to himfelf, into that peace and reft, and incom- 
parable felicity, which he has prepared for all that lave 
and fear his holy name. Amen, bleffed God^ Amen, 

Theoph, I am glad to hear you fpeak fo ftrongly, 
and hope you will be able to hold out, till you &all 
have finilhed this neceffiry and ufeful work. But I 
am much more glad to fee you begin it fo devoutly 
and rcligioufly, as thereby to teftify the good difpo- 
ficion of foul you are in, and the ficnefs you hive 
brought yourfcif to, for quitting this tranfito)-y 

trouble- 
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troublefome wicked world, whenfocvcr your time (hall 
come. 

Ancbith. If I were not very ferious and devout, now 
that 1 have a near view of eternity, and know not 
how foon, how very foon, 1 may be in ic, when (hould 
I be fo ? I am fure the greateft concern I can poffibly 
have, is to make my peace with God, and fo to per- 
fed my repentance for all my fins, and my reliance 
upon his mercy through Chrift, as that I may have a 
well-grounded hope in him, whenfoever my foul Ihall' 
Ihake off this earthly body, and take its flight into 
another world. 

Theopb. This, it is true, is each one's great concern ; 
and there is none, iiow young, how healthful, how 
a<Sive, how lively, how ftrong foever, but ought to- 
make it his continual care thus to prepare himfelf for 
a better ftate : much more are thofe, who lie upon a fick 
bed, called upon, to apply themfelvcs to it with the 
utmoft diligence, before it be too late. 

Anchith. I thank God, I am not now to begin my 
repentance: it has been indeed the buifinefs of moft 
part of my life, tho' wich forrow and (hame I fay it, 
loo fadly <iefedive in many refpefts. For which rea- 
fon 1 am now defirous to complete it, and make it as^ 
perfeft as I can, that fo I may depart hence to the 
better advantage. But I believe he has written all • 
I had directed : Have you not ? 

Norn. Yes, Sir •, and am ready to proceed whenever 
you pleafe. 

Ancbilh, So I will then. I earneftly beg pardon of any 
J have offended^ and am ready to make full reftitulion^ if 
I have ignorantly wronged any one ; for I am fure I have 
not knowingly. And, if any have ahufed or injured me^ I 
freely forgive it, 

Theopb. This is fo neceflTary a part of Chrillianity, 

that there is no hope for any one to be faved without • 

it. It is our blefltd Saviour's own command, {0) If thou 

kring thy gift to the altar^ and them remember ejt, that thy 

{0) Matth. V. 23, 24. 
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krotber batb aught againft thee ; leave there thy pft hefers 
the altar ^ and go thy way j firfi be reconciled to thy broiber^ 
\ind then come and offer thy gift. Tho* the gift were 
already with the pricft, to be oflfer'd up by way of 
atonement for him that brought it, yet was no atone- 
ment to be cxpedled by it, it he were guilty of any 
^ront or wrong done to his neighbour, and had not 
(ome way made up the breach, i^nd it is therefore our 
Saviour^s diredlion, not to pretend to any fuch oblacioHi, 
pr to hope for any benefit by it, till the injured perfon 
have a due fatisfaftion given him. And if this be necef-r 
fary at a man's coming with his gift to the altar, it 
inuft queftionlcfs be more fo, when he's going out of 
the world, and will nevef more have it in his power 
to offer at a reparation. The leaft therefore a true 
penitent can do in that nice junfture, is to exprcft 
his forrow,. and intreat forgivcnefs of any provoca- 
tion or affront given to whomlbcvcr. But if my neigh- 
bour be otherwife injured, by cheating, extortion, 
theft, or whatever fort of injuftice, 1 nfiuft not only 
beg his pardon, but, if able, mud make him full re- 
paration for the wrong itfelf, and all the ill confe- 
quences that have accrued to him by it ; as might be 
cafily (hewn from divers places of Scripture, {p) And 
as thefe arc neceffary parts of juftice to fuch as 1 have 
pffcnded or wronged y fo, on the other hand, {q) I am 
DO lefs required to he ready to fo^•give any that has 
pffended me, and to come to eafy terms with fuch a$ 
Jiavc any way defrauded or injured me, and are de- 
sirous of forgivenefs. St. Paul inftances in it as one 
evident means of our walking worthy of the vocation 
wherewith we are called^ that (r) with lowlinefs^ meeknefsy 
and long'fufferingy we forbear one another in love ; and 
it another time requires to {s) put on^ as the eleS of 
ipod^ hqly and beloved^ bowels of mercies^ kindnefs^ bumble- 
nefs of rnind^ meekmfsy and longfuffering^ forbearing cue 

(/) Gcij. xUii. 1 2. tev. vi. 4. and xxiv. 1 8. (q) Numb. v. 6, 
7,8. I Sam. xii. 1,3. Nehem.v. 10, II. Zec.v.3,4. Luke 
Xix. 8. (r) Eph. ir. i, ^. (/) Colof. ill. (2, 13. 
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tomotlfer^ and forgiving one another^ if any man have a 
quarrel Qgaiffi artf^ even as'ChriJi forgave you^ fays the 
Apoftle I fo alfo doye. And it is our bltrflcd Saviour^ 
pofitivc determination in the cafe, that whofoever 
defircs forgivenefs from God Almighty, of his fin* 
and tranfgreflions againft hrm, muft be fure to clear 
*hc way to it, by forgiving his brethren their Icflbr 
offences agairvft himfelf. (/) For^ if ye forgive men 
^beir trefpaffes^ your He<rvenly Father will alfo forgive your 
Jrefpaffes : but^ if ye forgive not men their trefpaffes^ neither 
nvillyour Hean?enhf Fa^er forgive your trejpajis. 

Ancbith. ^nd I profefs n^elf to die in ihe faith and 
communion of ihe church of England ; the fame faith thai 
ds taught in fbe Holy Scripture^ that was profefs'd and 
maintained in the Jrjt andpurejl ages of the churchy and 
JeaVd with the blood of^aft multitudes of martyrs^ and is 
contained in the tiree creeds now in ufe amongjl us \ and the 
mofl primitive andieft communion now inJhe whole world, 

Theoph. Hereby you will not only (land upon re- 
cord as anorthodox ch-riftian, buc do alfb bear a lauda- 
ble teftiaiony againft the hcreticks and infidels of our 
time, who are ib indtfatigably fet upon undermining 
our common Cbriftianicy, and all revealed religion. 

Anchith. You take it then to be a piece of jufticc I 
owe to myfelf, and to the religion I profefs, and re- 
folve, by God's grace, to die in, to make my profeffion 
of It at this time. 

Theoph. I do lb, and commend you for it. But 
will you pleafe to go on ? 

yinchith. Now for niy earthly part: be pleafed to 
write; J^e$ct I give my body ta the earih^ from whence it 
was taken^ in full affurame of its refurre£iion from thence 
at theiaft day^ [u) when this mortal (hall put on im- 
mortality, and this corruptible, incorruption ; {x) whm 
the Lord Jefus Chrift (hall change it, that it may be 
fa(hion'd like to his glorious body, by the mighty 
power whereby he is able to fubduc all things to him- 
ielf, that IJhall then receive it again wonderfully improved 
ff) Mwh» vi. 14, 15. («) 1 Cor. XV. 53. {x) Phil. iii. 20, 21. 
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and purify* d ; not fucb grofs^ weaky perijhing Jlejb and, 
klood^ as it has hitherto been^ but infinitely both JpUndid 
and durable^ like our blejfed Saviour*s glorified Body. 

Nom. Will you not next give fome orders about 
your funeral ? 

4nchith, Yes. As for my burial, Idefire it may he de- 
cent^ without pomp or fiate^ at the difcretion of fny dear 
wife^ and my executors hereafter named^ who^ I doubt 
710 1^ will manage it with all requijtte prudence. 

theopb. Herein I perfeftly approve of yourdireftion : 
for, though a decent regard ought certainly to be paid 
to our departed friends, and no good man will or 
can think otherwife ; yet, in my opinion, all cxcefs 
this way is blameabie, inafmuch as I cannot but thiok 
it far better to retrench from this, what may be hand- 
ibmely fpar*d, for the benefit of fuch as are living, that 
fo the wants of fome in neceflity may be fyppli^ b| 
it. 

jdnchith. That truly was my confideration ; and fof 
this reafon I fliall give fomewhat the more to that 
good ufe. Bur, Sir, we interrupt you. Be pleased to 
add, As to my worldly efiate, I will, and pofitively order ^ 
that all my debts, which, to my comfort, are but few and 
fmall, be paid out of hand, if I don^l live to pay them my-. 
felf. For, as 1 never lovd to keep poor people out of their 
money in my life time, as little wiU I allow it after tny 
death. 

Theopk This is a very commendable article. And I 
wifli all others would follow your example ; to do juft- 
]y, being both a neceffary duty of natural religion, and 
a confiderable part of Chriflianity as injoin'd in Scrip- 
ture. In the Old Teftamenr, fjys the prophet, (y) He 
hath fhewed thee, O man, what is good-, and what dctb 
the Lord require cf thee, but to dojujtly, and to love mercy, 
and to walk humbly with thy God? Where, doing juftfy^ 
you fee, is fet in the front of the different qualifications 
ij^equii'd of fuch as would approve thcmfclves to God, 

{y) Mic. vi. 8. 
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as his faithful fenranc. And in the New Teftam^nt the 
apoftle direAs (z) To owe no man atr/ things but to love one 
another ; and chat {a) no man go beyond^ or defraud bis 
krotber in any matter \ and for this weighty reafon, 
(^) for tbeLord is the avenger of all fucb. 

Norn. It is done, Sir. 

Ancbitk To wry dear and loving wife Sophronia, 
mth whom I bave lived very bappify, and witb mutual 
affeSion and fidelity^ for many years^ and by whom God- 
has been pleased to give nu fever al children^ moji of whom 
are gone to Heaven before me, but whereof Shr^e are yet 
alive^ though I doubt not but that^fhe being a very good wo- 
man^ and a true andfincere Chrifiian^ Almighty God will^ 
according to bis promife^ be a bufband unto her^ and pro^ 
vide for her all things necefjary for this life 5 yet^ fince be . 
has blefjed me with a convenient portion of temporal riches^ 
to her I give ^ for term of life^ this houfe wherein I now 
dwells with all the furniture^ and the lands and tene^ 
ments that lie about it ; and^ after my deaths to my only 
fon Theodofius, and his heirs for ever. To whom I leave 
alfo^ from the time of my deaths my two other eftates Jitu-^ 
ate in the parifh of \^.he paying to each of bis f^ersy 
Charis and Hypomone, me thoufand pounds. And if 
he die before them^ and without iffue^ then bis land 
{all but the value of one thoufand pounds^ which I freely 
impower him to difpofe of as hefball think fit) Jball defcettd- 
and belong equally to tbefe my two daughters. And 1 trufi 
my wife will be mindful to bring them all up in the nur- 
ture and admonition of the Lord, as becomes a wife^ 
and tender^ and truly chrifiian parent^ and who hopes 
to be eternally happy with them in a better ft ate. 

Nom. At what time will you pleafe your two daugh* 
ters portions (hall be due to them, if their brother 
live? 

Ancbitb. Well thought of! At the age of one and 
twenty years^ or day of marriage^ which fhall firft hap^ 
pen 5 and intereft at five per cent, in the mean time. 

(k) Rom. xiii. 8. (a) i Theff. vt. 6. (i) Ibid. 
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Nm. It ball be fo. What wUI yon pleiTe to 
next? 

Jndntb. TV mf nephews^ Pamphilius and Panare- 
tus, I give each two hundred founds^ and to ntf niece Ireoe 
three hundred pounds. To wj trufyfervant Piftus Igivi 
twenty pounds^ to Hermagachus ten pounds^ and io each 
€f my fervants^ that Jball be fo at the time ofmj deaths five 
pounds. Tbef have been careful of ffff ii^fiy and fervid 
me faithfulfy ; the good Lord reward them for it I 

Norn* What more will you pleafe to add ? 

Ancbitb. I think I have done as to thefe legacies. 
But let me not forget mj poor debtors^ wbo owe me feme 
fmall matters ; wbicht becmtfe tbrf are in a law condition^ 
and not well able to pay U^om^ I freehf remit them all. 
fargrwig fuch ray debtors^ as Id^re God fiyouli forgive 
n& debts^ for Chriji's fake. 

Tbeoph. 3ut you fpake of beftowing fomething ia 
charity. 

Ancbitb. I did io ; and am bethinking myfelf of the 
right method of doing it t I wouM ^ve five hundred 
pound^t but would willingly give it the beft way I 
can, and fo as qiay moft efiedaially anfwer the defign 
of giving it. 

Nom. I hope. Sir, you will be liberal to the poor 
of this parifht fo as that both the prefent and future 
ages may blefs your memory. 

Anchith. Kind to the poor ! You mean to the rich 1 
for this fore of gifts ferves onjy to leiTen the pariih- 
races, and fo relieves not the poor, but fparcs thofe 
who are bound by law to relieve them : which is a 
pradice I do not underftand, and for which nobody 
&all blame me. But yet, that I may not fcem to forget 
the place of my nativity, I give fifty pounds to be diftri* 
buted according to the difcretion of my executors^ amot^ 
fuch of my neighbours of this parifb-, as they fhall apprehend 
to want fome affifiance^ but sfsbo do not receive alms^ nor 
have any allowance^ from the parifh. This I think to 
be true charity, though the other I can by no means 
reckon to be to. . 



^f bis temporal Concerns. 135 

" tU9pb\ What do you think, my friend, of builds 
tng an alms-houfe for fome poor old men or widows? 
This will be a lafting charity, and a way to do goo4 
\o poftcrity. 

Ancbitb. I do not condemn fqch as order their cha- 
rity this way ; but on the other hand, \ commend their 
good intention in it. But yet I fee thefe fort of dona-* 
tions fometimes quite taken away, by fome artifice or 
other, though ever fo firmly fettled ; and much oftener 
fo grofly abufed, and diverted from the defign of the 
^onor, that I have long thought th^re are much better 
ways for difpofipg of charity than this. I am not dcr 
firous of being noted by paffcngers as a benefadtori^ 
but am rather for giving what 1 have to beftow, fo 
as that I may be fure of its <:oming tp the hands of 
thofc for whom it is intended. And, for this reafon, 
1 have chofcn to diftribute the main of my charity in 
my life time, when I might fee the good cfFed of it, 
and ipight be fure ic would not be pt&ced on any, but 
as 1 defign'd it fliould. And this method 1 the rathef* 
chufe upon another account likewiie, becaufe I always 
cftecm'd it much truer charity, and far better becom- 
ing our holy profcflion, to give out of what 1 myfelf 
have and can ufe, than to keep all till I die, and theii 
give, though more largely, from my heirs and execu* 
tors, when I can enjoy it no longer. But I find I have 
overtired myfelf, and muft ther^ore forbear for 
awhile. 

Tbeopb. It is now time to leave you, th^^t you may 
take fome reft, left yot) (hould not be able to finifh al| 
to-morrow, as I heartily wifti you may. 

yincbifb. Pardon me, good Thiophilus^ if I c^nnpt bo 
of your mind. Iknow mt wtmt a day mcy bring forib\ 
and will not therefore defer a matter of this nature any 
)onger than is abfoiutdy necefiary. But if you will 
pleafe to take this gentleman into the garden, anc} 
gather the fruit you can meet with there, you will be 
very obliging: I beg alfo you will command any thing 
fry t)Oufe afford^ for yo^r refrelhpient, till I hope by 

'Gqd> 
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God's blefllng I may be able to proceed ; which If I 

be, I will give you notice of it, and will intreat your 

return. 

Theopb. Poffibly you may get a little flcep, when 
you are alone ; and therefore I thank you for your ci- 
vility, and fhall withdraw with this worthy gentle- 
man, till we receive your fummons to give our anend- 
ance, 

Norn. Thefe gardens are fine, and lie, I fee, in good 
order. 

Theopk Yes, they are very pleafant, and the fruits 
look temptingly. Will you pleafe to gather what you 
like? ^ 

J^om. AH that I have tafted is very good. I believe 
Anchithanes was wont to take delight in his garden, it 
is kept fo handfomely, and fo well ftock'd. 

Theopb. To order and manage a garden, is a very 
plcafing and a very inofFcnfive diverfion, provided it 
be fo managed as not to occafion too great an ex- 
pence : and it is a noble entertainment, to view the 
wonderful works of nature, and obferve and admire 
the infinite wifdom of that over-ruling Power, which 
caufes fuch aftoniOiing produftions ; to fee what noble 
plants arife from a fmall feed, what delicate flowers 
open themfelves, of what different forms and fizes, 
how charmingly enamelled with variety of delightful 
and lovely colours, how fweetly fcented, how gradu- 
ally rifing to their perfedion ! what cooling and plea- 
fant fruits ofi^r themfelves to our fight and tafte, how 
entertaining, how ufeful ; and this" not only once or 
twice, or by accident now-and then, but from year 
to year, in a continual fucceflion, the fame feed con- 
ftantly generating the fame plant, leaves, and flowers, 
and the fame flock, or root, or ftone, the fame blof- 
foms and fruit. Who can fufiiciently admire the excel- 
lence of that good Providence, which difpofes all thefe 
things in fo (lupendous a manner ? 

Nom, What you fay, is fo manifcft to all who take 
occafion to obferve it, that we can never fufiiciently 

admire 
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admire the wonderful contrivance of that plaftick 
virtue, which annually prefents us with fuch noble 
entertainment for all our faculties, gratifying our fcnfes 
to a great degree, employing our undcrftandings, 
exciting our gratitude, and Hlling our hearts with 
abundant matter of praife and thankfgiving to its 
Almighty Author. 

Tbeopb. You fay right. We can never duly blefs 
and honour God, for all his goodnefs to us poor mor- 
tals ; and, amongft other inftances of it, in particular 
for what is (hown in thcfc wonderful production^ of the 
earth. And it is therefore no fmall happinefs, to be 
owner of fo pleafant a place as this, which fuggefts 
fuch matter not only of diverfion to our minds, but 
of more raifed and devout meditations and thankfgiv* 
ing. 

Serv. Gentlemen, will you pleafe to walk up ? My 
mafter is jufl: awake. 

Anchiib. This little fleep has refrelhed me very cpn- 
fiderably, fo that we may proceed now, in the bufi- 
nefs we were upon. 
' Serv, 1 hope yoU may. 
Ancb^ib. Let Tbeopbilus know I am ready, whenever 
chey will pleafe to walk up. 
Serv. He is coming. up. Sir. 
Tbeopb. My good friend, how do you find your- 
fclf, after the little reft you have had ? 

Ancbitb. My fpiriis are but low, but much better 
than when you left me ; for, in truth, I was fo heartily 
tired, I could hold out no longer. But now I have 
taken a fup of my cordial, and have got a (hort fleep, 
I am in great hopes I fhall be able to finifli, without 
any farther interruption. 

Norn. You fecm, Sir^ to be refolvcd againft any 
laiting charity. 

Ancbitb. Not fo neither. Againft an alms-houfe I 
am •, but if cither of you will direft me to any other, 
luch as I (hall approve of, i am not refolved againft 
it. 

Tbeoph. 
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Tbeopk What do you tbuik of giving to the cor- 
poration for propagating religion in foreign parts ? 

jincbitb. That is a noble defign : 1 pray God bkfi 
and profper ic. But I have one objedion againft die 
management: of chat pious undertaking hitherto^ whkh 
iticks with me» ta that I cannot get ic over. 

TJbeapk May I know whac that is ? 

Jnchitb. Icis whac I have heard often lamented, and, 
I think, not without a great deal of reafon. That no 
care- has been yet taken to plant Bifiiops in any of 
our American colonies, to infpeft the qualificacioos 
and behaviour of the clergy there ; to ordain fudi as 
have had univerfity^educacion amongft them, and 
whom they (hall find fie to be fent into the Lonfs 
vineyard ; to confirm young perfons, as the rubrid 
direAs, before they be admitted to the Lord's fupper^ 
to cenfure notorious offenders ; to patronize and co« 
courage thofe, who ihew a true zeal for God's gloryi 
and are courageous and induftrious in his fervice \ aod 
to perform all other epfcopal offices amongft them. 
I never heard of any in the primitive times, whether 
orthodox, or hereticks, that reckoned themfelves to 
be a church, till they had Bifhops to prefide over 
them, (and not at fuch a diftance, as from hence to 
jimerica) unlefs they were the jGrians \ and thefe you 
know were cenfured as hereticks, upon this very ac- 
count. For which reafon, I hope 1 may be excufedi 
if I do noc give any thing to this truly commendable 
undertaking, till it be brought to better perfcdion \ 
and, if it pleafe God I live to fee that, I ihall be as 
ready to give my affiftance to it, as any one. 

Tbeopb. How do youlike the thoughts of fettling 
a charity-fchool in the parifh here ? 

Ancbitb. I like that very well % but you know, we 
have not a great many poor children here. However, 
I intend to do fomething of that nature, but not with 
the fum now under confideration. 

Tbeopb. Suppofe you flioukl give this money to tht 
parilhi to buy in coals in the fummer, when they are 

cheapeftf 
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€heapeff, to be fold out again to the poor, in winter; 
when they are dearer, at the fame race ; or to pur- 
chafe corn in a plentiful year, to lay up for them till 
a dearer, and let them have ic then, at the lame 
price. 

Ancbitb. This fome have done, to the feafonable 
relief of many indigi^nt families, and with no great 
charge to themfelvcs. And money thus left in cruf- 
tees, if rightly employed, may prove a very lauda* 
ble charity : iKH we have not fd many poor in our 
parifli, but that, with the help of their own endea- 
vours, they may be eafily provided for, by a reafon- 
able addition from their abler neighbours. 

^beopb. Let me aflc again v what do you tbmk of 
the univerfitics f 

Ancbitb. I was myletf, for fonne time, an unworthj^ 
member of one of thofe learned bodies, and cannot 
but have a kindnefs foic it ever fince. But what do 
you adviie to there ? 

Tbe0pb. Wh4t if you Ihculd feund another fellow^ 
ikip in the college you belongM to ? 

Ancbitb. That college is very well endowM al-* 
feady. But, fcefides, I have another very fubftantial 
argument againft it y and that is, the money I defigt> 
to give, being three hundred and fifty pounds, will 
not be fufficient for it. 

Tbs&pb. That is true. But it wiU make an excel- 
knt fcholarfliip for fome ingenious hopeful youth. 

Ancbitb. Ic may ferve very well for that. But what 
do you think of giving it to buy an advowibn for iht 
college ? 

Tbecpb. There 1 muft readily concur with you, 
this being a way of preferring three at once, fo oft as 
the benefice fo purchafed ihaU become vacant. Befidei 
that, 'tis as likely a way as can be taken, to have the 
parifli conftandy well fupplied. And, again, there are 
two other advantages in it i the one, that there is na 
fear of a (College's difpofing of it fimoniacally, as pri- 
vate patAHia to^. commonly do y the other, that this. 

wiM 
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will be the mod efFo^lual way I can chink of c6 fccufi 
the tithes from the invafion of a covetous patron ; and 
etpecially> if the parifti (hould ever happen to be in- 
clos'd, which to my knowledge has been often the 
ruin of the parfonagei where the lord of the ma- 
nor thus inclofcd has been patron: divers indances 
whereof I could mention, npw within the memory of 
man. And I think too great care cannot be taken 
againft fucb notorious facrilq^e* 

Ancbiib. Pray, TheapbilHJ^ explain yourfelf, that I 
may underftand how three came to be preferred «c 
once. 

Tbeopb. That I fliall quickly do* For, firft, a fel- 
low being, prefented to the vacant beneBce, a fchotar 
is next promoted to his fellowlhip, and fo room is 
made in the- lad place^ for fome other to fucceed in 
bis fcholarihip. 

Ancbitb, You are, in the right* And I am, ac* 
cordingly, moft inclinable to this way of doing good 
to all thfie. But what; fecurity is there, that the 
church will be well fupplied by this means ? 

Tbeoph. Abfolute fecurity there is none^ nor can 
be any way. But this way comes as near ic as any } 
becaufe the living falling to fome perfon of good 
ftanding in the univerficy, and whom the college have 
no material exception to, this is as fure a way as 1 
can think of, to have the place jvell filPd with a learned 
and worthy paftor. 

Jncbilb. I am fatisfied this will be a proper bene- 
fadlion, if three hundred and fifty pounds would pur^ 
chafe a perpetual advowfon of a benefice worth fuch 
a perfon's acceptance ; but I fear it will not. 

Tbeopb. I fear it too. But four or five hundred 
pounds perhaps will ; and you may leave it either to 
the college, or in your executors hands, they giv- 
ing fecurity to the college for ic, till the intereft (hall 
have made it up fo much, or more, if neceffary ; and 
to be paid fooner, if they think fit to call ic in ; and 
have luch a purchafe, » oat circy can any way make it 
aofwer your intervJtd eni. Ancbitb, 
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Anchith, Will you pleafe then to write. Sir ? 
Tfom, What will you pleafe to have written ? 
Aiichitb, hem,. / give and bequeath to T. college^ in 
the univerjity of N. three hundred and fifty pounds^ to 
pur chafe a perpetual advbtJbfon of a benefice^ to be ^^- 
Jlowedy as often as^ by deaths or otberwife^ it fhall be- 
tome vacant^ upon forhe fellow of the college j whom they 
Jhall think moft proper^ and who fhall be obliged to quit 
his fellow fhip for it ; and I order my executors to give 
fecurity for the payment of that fum^ together with its 
interefty at five per cent, fo foon as the college fhall be 
fatisfiedy that it will fuffice for the intended purchafe^ and 
he can fee it well laid out. 

Norn. Here arc. Sir, but four hundred pounds yet 
given. 

Anchith. I know it, and am thinking of objefts for 
the reft. 

Theopb. What think you of Eufebes^ vicar of N. ? 
He is a very good nian,' both for his life and doftrine, 
and has a large family, ^and little to maintain them. 

Anchith: You fay right. Let him have forty pounds 
given him for gutting forth his two cldcft fons ap- 
prentices. 

Nom. It is done. 

Anchith. Philotes is a very good woman, but ftreight- 
ened in her circumftances fince her hufband's death : 
give her therefore ten pounds to defray the charges of 
her late ficknefs. 

Theoph. Whom will you think of next ? 
Anchith. I have already thought of a fit pcrfon^ 
My neighbour Arotreus is a very honeft laborious 
man, but unfuccefsful, and has feveral young children, 
Befides, he has lately loft a horfe, and two cows, which 
has almoft broken his back ; and to fet him up again, 
muft needs be an a6l of great charity. Put him down 
twenty pounds. 
Nom. It is done. 

Anchith. What now remains of the five hundied 
pounds ? 

N M«. 
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Norn. Sir, you have already difpofed of fifty pounds, 
three hundred and fifty, forty pounds, ten pounds^ 
twenty pounds ; together, four hundred and fevcoty 
pounds ; fo that there remain now thirty pounds to 
be order'd as you picafc. 

Anchith. My tenant Epimeks is a very induftrious 
man, and takes a great deal of pains* and maintains 
his family comfortably for the moft part. But I 
doubt he goes backwards in the world, and think 
therefore a fmall legacy may come very feafonably 
to him. • Give him ten pounds. 

Nom. I (hail do it. 

JncbUh. My neighbour Geron is very aged and in- 
firm, and a little fupport may, in all probability, be 
very welcome to him. Give him ten pounds tiktwifc. 

Nom. It is done. Sir. 

Anchith. Now I think there are only ten pounds. 
remaining. 

Nom. No more. Sir, 

Anchitb. That / give to he laid out weekfy by mf en- 
ectitors^ fo long as it Jhall lafty for teaching poor children 
to read^ and fay their catechifm. Or if my neighbours 
will agree together, as they have been talking they 
would, for fome time, to fet up a charity-fcbool for 
the children of the parifh, betwixt this and Candle- 
mas-day next, I then order this ten pounds^ or what 
fball he remaining of it at that time^ wbenfoever is fhaU 
he J to he made up twenty pounds^ for a heginning of fo 
good a work. 

Nom. Is this all. Sir ? 

Anchith. No ; add farther. The fmall remainders of 
my efiate I give to my very good friends^ and dear and 
kind relations^ Eubulus and Aplaftus, to he divided 
equally between them: and do conftitute tkem executors 
of this iny lafl will and tefiament^ and truftees for my 
wife and children. . 

Nom. Ic will be requifite, that you fign and fcal 
your will. 

Anchith. I need not direft you for that. 

Nom. 
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Norn. Thhs therefore I write. In witnefs ttohereof^ I 
hm)e hereta fet ntf band and fial^ the third day of July, 
in the year of our Lord 171 1. Now, Sir, will you 
pleafe to fign it ? 

Anchith, I will do it as well as I am able. But 
pray firft let me hear it read all over, that I may know 
what I fign. 

Theoph. That is highly reafoiiable, if it will not be 
over-troublefome to you to attend to it, 

Jncbith. I will try what I can do. I am not very fie 
to attend to any thing ; but yet, I hope I fliall be 
able to obferve and underftand what is read. Begin 
therefore when you pleafe. 

Nom. In the name of God^ Amen. 7 Anchithancs, 

Anchith. It is very right, and as I defign'd it \ and 
if you pleafe to reach me it hither, I will fign it as 
well as I can. Wherefore I declare this to be my laft 
Will and teftament, and beg of you to witnefs for me 
that I do (b. 

Witnefs. Ancbithams. 

Tbeophilus. Here I take off my 

Nomicus. ^«*^5 anddodc- 

^ , dare this to be 

-^^^*'^' my laft will and 

teftameot. 
Ancbitb, I think you have dated it right. 
Nom. Yes, Sir, this third day of Jufy^ in the year 
of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and eleven. 

Ancbith. It is very well. And now^ I fuppofe^ all 
is done as it fhould be. 
Nom. Sir, it is. 

Ancbith. Then, Sir, I thank you. Buks^ take care 
to fatisfy the gentleman for the trouble I have given 
him. And now, my friend Tbeopbilus^ I have abun- 
dance of thanks to return to you, for having fo long 
exercifed your patience : I know I have been vcry^ 
troublefome to you ; but I hope you will pardon the 
importunity of one who is not able to help himfelf» 
and has therefore need of the kind aflTiftancc of all his 
J(^ % . friends^ 
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friends ; efpecially fince ic is not long I am like to 
burden you. 

Theopb. How long you may be in this condition, 
God only knows. Your acquaintance arc fuch lovers 
of thenr)felves, that ihey arc willing to hope they may 
have the enjoyment of fo worthy and dear a friend as 
yourfelf, for many years yet to come -, and do there- 
fore all agree in praying for your happy and fpeedy 
recovery. However, you do well to think of, and 
make all the preparation you can for, a change ; chat 
whenfoevcr it (hall come, whether now, or ac a good 
diftance hence, you may be always in a readinefs for 
it. The fitter you are to die, believe me, the fitter 
you are to live •, apd the more comfort and fatisfaftion 
you will find in yourfelf hers, and will certainly be 
unfpeakably the more happy for it hereafter. 

Anchith, I thank God, 1 have now done one part 
of my bufinefs, and thereby have eafed my mind, 
as to all folicitude for the things of this world: Iq 
that, if it (hall plcafe God to. take me away imme- 
diately, I may be fure what I leave behind me, will 
go to thofc who I defirc fliould have it ; and fo my 
relations, knowing what is their own, will have no 
grounds of quarrelling amongft themfelves, as they 
might polTibiy have done, if I had died inteftatc. 

A Prayer after having made his Will. 

J Thank ihee^ God^ for thy great goodnefs and 
^ mercy towards me^ in having fo plentifully pro- 
vided for niy fubfifience^ during my abode in this world. 
fVhifft others have been in want^ I have been fumijh^d 
with whatfee^r fjy condition called for^ and have had 
fomething alfo to fpare^ for the relief of my indigent, 
neighbours \ fuch has been thy bounty towards m. 
And now^ if thou feefi fit, to ftrip me of all I have hi- 
therto enjoyed y by taking me. away from it^ thou de- 
privefi me only of what thou fo freely gavefi me^ and 
what I J^all have no longer occafion for. Grant me 
therefore^ gracious Lord^ to part with ii as willingfy 

to 
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io tbofe that come after^ as ever 1 received^ either the 
^juhoUy or any part of //, from fuch as are gone before. 
Blefs it to thofe into whofe hands I commit it^ that it 
may ferae both to their prefent^ and their eternal wel- 
fare ; that they may not only 'live the more comfortably 
for it bere^ but alfo therewith make to themfehes friends^ 
Hjoho^ when they fail^ may receive them into everlajling 
habitations. And grant to me^ thy unworthy fervant^ 
that when my tottering earthly houfe of this tabernacle 
Jhall be difjolved^ I may have (b building of God^ an 
houfe not made with hands ^ eternal in the Heavens^ 
and may be intitled to a better and an enduring fub- 
Jtance there y thro' Jefus Chrift our Lord. Amen. 

^heopb. I hope you arc well fatisficd wich what < 
you have done. 

/fncbith. It is fomc eafe to my mind, to think that 
I have done as much as in me lies, to fettle peace 
amongft my friends. But that which pleafes mc moft 
is, to think that I have nothing now to do, but purely 
to apply myfelf to the weaning my afFedions from 
the things of this world, raifing them up to thofe 
that are above, and the perfeftmg my repentance, 
and fuing to God for the pardon of my fins, and an 
intereft in his favour, thro* the powerful mediation 
of my blcflcd Saviour. And now, 

A Prayer for the Divine Protedlion/ 

I. 

/^ Lord^ look down from Heaven^ behold^ vijit and re- 
}^ lieve thy fervant. Look upon me with the eyes of 
thy mercy ^ give me comfort and fure confidence in thee ; 
defend me jrom the danger of the enemy^ and keep me 
in perpetual peace and fafety^ through Jefus Cbrifi our 
Lord. Amen. 
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Another for Viftory over Sin. 

11. 

TLfT tranfgreffionSy O Lord^ are great and numerous ; 
•^'^ bul thy mercies are incomparabfy more and greater \ 
they are inconceivably greai^ and without number: 
which is a mighty encouragement to fuch poor guilty 
creatures as lam^ to make our addrejfes at the i krone 
of thy gracCy with hope of being beard by thee. Zm 
it not be in vain that I now implore thy help. As tkeu 
baft fiWd my heart with an unfeigned forrow for my 
many repeated iniquities^ and made me eameftfy defi- 
rbus of pardon and forgivenefs^ make me^ moreover^ di- 
Ugent and induftriousy to teftify the Jincerity of my re-- 
pentanUy by a thorough mortification and amendment. 
Andy that the degrees of my repentance may^ infome mea- 
furCy anfwer the heinoufnefs of nrf fins^ infpire my foul 
with fuch devout affeStionSy fuch hofy de/ires and in-^ 
clinationSj as that I may run the way of thy command^ 
ments with unwearied courage and alacrity^ and en- 
deavour ^ by my future care^ to make the beft amends 
J Jball be able for my former negligence. It is abun- 
dantly too muchy that I have hitherto been wanting in 
that duty thou requireft of me. Grant me^ for the time 
to comCy to be always upon my watch, and always intent 
Upon ferving thee to the beft of my power. Let no 
temptation befal me^ but fuch as is common to men ; and 
with the temptation alfo do thou, of thy great gcodnefs, 
make a way to efcape, that I may be able to withftand 
and conquer it. Work in me both to will and to do^ of 
thy good pleafure. J not only live in the midft of a 
deceitful wolrld^ but have a corrupt heart of my cwn^ 
apt to ftart afide in time of trial, and a fubtle ma- 
licious enemy that lies in wait for my halting ; fo that 
J am ruin'dy and muft perifh irrecovtrably, without thy 
proteSion, 'Deny me not fuch a mcafure of thy Spirit, 
as may condua me fafely through all my dangers, and 
enable me to come off viilor in all my confUtls 5 that 
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/ may go from ftrengtb to firengtb^ and never he dif- 
couraged^ whatfoever encounters thou calleji me to. This 
I begy through the merits and intercejjion of thy bkjfed 
SoHy our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift. Arncn. 

Another for an intire SubmiiSon to God's Will. 

III. 

IQ Lord^ thou art wy God^ m^ mighty Saviour and De" 
^^ liver er\ in thee will I put my truft^ not doubting of 
thy goodnefs to me^ in all my fears and dangers. I am 
brought very low^ but thou art able to bear me up \ and 
I will never defpair of thy kindnefs. Watch over me^ 
I befeech thee^ for good. Make all my bid in my Jick^ 
nefs. SanSify this thy vifitation to me. Teach me to 
improve it to tbofe good ends and purpofes for which it 
was fent^ thaty whether by Ufe^ or deaths I may glo- 
rify thy holy name. And grants that in either I may 
intirely give up myfelf to thy difpofal^ through Jefus 
Chrift our Lord. Amen. 

Another for a due Preparation for Death. 

IV. 

/^ Thou my good and gracious God^ from whom aS 
" hofy defiresy all good counfels^ and all juft works j 
do proceed \ and without the affiftance of whofe Hofy 
Spirit J it is not in me to tbinky fpeak^ or aSy as I 
ought to do \ hearken^ I befeech thee^ to the prayer of 
thy humble fupplicant\ fufferno corruption to remain 
in me J no luft or pqffion to have dominion over me% 
but purge me from all wy guilty and enable me to ferve 
thee with a pure heart \ thaty being ckanfed {c) from all 
filthinefs ot flcfh and fpirit, I may petfedt holinefs in 
thy fear, and have my accounts in readinefsy whenfoever 
thou fbalt pleafe to caU for them ; that fo deathy when-- 
ever it comesy may be no furprize to me-y but I may 
willingly leave this world, and refign wy foul into thy 

(f) 2 Cor. vii. I, 

N 4 banis^ 
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lands f as to a mofi loving and merciful Father-^ ofid 
fwhen I Jball come to appear before thy awful tribunal^ 
at the great tremendous day^ J may be fet upon the rights 
hand of our Lord and Judge^ and may be fentenced% 
nmongfi bis true and faithful dtfciplesj to everUffiing 
hlifs in thy heavenly kingdom. Grant thisy O Father^ 
for the fake^ and through the merits^ of the fame ibj 
^on Jefus Chrijly our only Mediator and Advocate^ 
Amen. * 

^beoph. I befeech Almighty God to hear thefe your 
prayers, and the prayers of all your friends for you; 
and not to take you out of this world till he (hall 
have fitted you for a better. 

Anchiih, \ thanjc you for your good wifhes and 
prayers ; and do beg of you, and all my friends, to 
continue yopr prayers for me. I know not how foop 
my foul make take its flight into the other world j and 
i have great need bf God*s mercy and goodnefs, with- 
put which I muft inevitably be in a defperate condi- 
tion. My fins, my fins, cry ajoqd againft me ; my 
own confciencc accufes me ; and God, who is greater 
than my confcicnce, and. knows all my fins, together 
with their feveral heinous aggravations, fnay juftly 
condemn me. Yet I will not defpair of his forgive- 
nefs. I will hope in his mercy. He has laid help upon 
one that is mighty tofave^ the cver-blefltd Jefus ^ whom 
he gave to be a propitiation for my fins, and not for 
mine only, but {d)for the Jins of the whole world. In 
him therefore will 1 trull; through him will I fue for 
pardon and forgivenels ; I will rely on his merits and 
fatisfadion, for the remiflion of all my fins, and the 
fupply of all defe(5ls. And I doubt not, but the good 
God will hearken to me, when I addrefs myfcTf to 
him, in the name of fuch an all-fufficient and moft 
powerful interccfTor -, in relation to whom he has ex- 
prtfly dcfclarcd, for our comfort and encouragement, 
fhat {c) he is not entered into the holy places made with 
(^) I John ii. z. {e) Hcb. ix. 24. 

bands^ 
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JbanJSf wbicb are the figures of the true^ but into Hea- 
ven itfelfy now to appear in the prefence of God for us^ 
, (/) He is exalted with the right-hand of God^ to be a 
Prince and a Saviour^ to give repentance to llrael, and 
remijjion of fins : and (g) is able to fave to the utter* 
mojl tU TO xiraklfAiff, completely, intirely, as {h) Hefy- 
chius^ or for ever, as (/) Grotius and Dr. Hammond^ 
all that come unto God by him^ feeing he ever liveth to 
make interceffion for .them, {h) God fo loved the worlds 
that he gave his only-begotten Son^ to become incarnate, 
and live, and fufFer, and die for us, to the end that 
Hvbofoever believeth in him, fhould not perifhy but have 
everlafiing life. And our Lord himfelf has given us 
this promife, that (/) thofe who come unto him^ he will 
in no wife cafi out. This is my comfort and great 
fupport, and my main relief againft all fears and dc- 
fpondings, that how unworthy focver I be in myfcif, 
and chough t had ever fo evidently, as indeed I have, 
deferved the eternal indignation of God in the abyfs 
of Hell J yet my Redeemer has made abundant fa- 
tisfadtion for all my fms, and is now at the right-hand 
of God, pleading his own invaluable merits in my 
behalf. I will therefore truft in him, in fpite of 
all my own iniquities and fins; and will hope, that, 
upon my fincere repentance, I (hall be rcinftated in 
God's favour, and intitlcd to a (hare in the moft 
glorious, moft ineftimable, moft tranfcendently charm- 
ing inheritance of the faints in light. I am not con- 
fcious of any fin that I now retain any afFcftion for, 
any luft or pafTion that I have not unteignedly re- 
nounced, and for which I am not truly humbled ; nor 
any duty, how difficult foevcr, that I am not rcfolved 
to perform, if it pleafe God to allow me time and 
ftrcngth for it, And, if he do not, I promife mylelf 
he will gracioufly accept of fuch a forrow, as I have 
long had for my paft mifcarriages, and fuch vows 
. and refolutions of obedience, as I have made, and 

(/) Aas V. 31. (^) Heb. vii. 25. [b) In voce »«r1iAi$, 
(0 in loc. (*) John hi, i6, (/) John vi. 37. 

have 
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have endeavour'd to fulfil according to mjr power, 
though with great weaknefs and imperfedior. This 
is my confolation. And, accordingly, 

A Prayer for Growth in Grace. 

J Befeecb tbee^ moft merciful Lord God^ confirm and 
-* increafe this hope in me evermore. Give me fucb a 
repentance for all ng fins^ as is noS to be repented of\ 
fucb a ftcady reliance upon Cbrifi^ as will never fail me \ 
fucb an improvement in all virtue^ as may fU me for & 
better fiate^ againft IfbaU be taken bence. (m) Make me 
a clean heart, O God ; and renew a right fpiric within 
me. Help all my weakneffes^ and pity my i^miiies. 
Improve any good beginning in me^ and (») work in me 
both to will and to do, of thy good pleafure^ Let m 
temptations prevail againft me. And grants O Lerd^ 
tbat the more the outward man decayeth, I may be 
ilrengthen'd fo much the more continually by thy 
Holy Spirit in the inward man, and may be enabled 
to proceed from one degree of grace to another^ till graa 
fhall at laft be confummated in everlafting glory ; ibro* 
Jefus Chriil our only Mediator and Redeemer. Amen, 
Amen. 

Tbeopb. My good friend, you do well, and as be- 
comes a good Chriftian, thus devoutly to recommend 
your cafe to God, and put your tr J(t in him. 

Ancbitb. Do well in it ! It is my neceflary duty, 
and what is indifpenGbly incumbent upon me, and 
every one, that would be faved. And fo you wrll 
be fenfible, whenever you come to be in my con- 
dition. 

Tbeopb. I acknowledge it, and am dcfirous to en- 
courage you in it ; that all your appointed time you 
may wait, and watch, and beg, and pray, and truft, 
and hope, till your change come \ to the end, that then 
your faith may be turned into vifion, and your hope 
into fruition, and all your watching, and labour, and 
(wJPfal.li. ig. WPhU.ii. 13. 

patience. 
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I patience, may be rewarded with a crown ofghry^Jbat 
Jadetb not away. 

Ancbitb. This is what I am aiming at, and endea- 
vouring after. And I befeech Almighty God, that I 
may not mifs of it. 

Tbeapb. God grant your requeft ! 
Ancbitb. Amen, Amen. 

Theopb. As I came hither, I was looking into Dr. 
Comber*^ fourth volume upon the Common Prayer, 
where I met with fomething to our prefent purpofe ; 
fome few direftions, I mean, as to the making of our 
wills ; which pieafed me well, and I believe it will 
not be unacceptable to you. And, being not long, 
if I ihall not overtire you, I would read it to you. 

jIncbitL My work is now over, and this will not 
occaAon me to fpeak much ; and therefore, if you 
pleafe, I (ball difpofe myfelf to hearken to you. 

^btopb. ^ Concerning this making of our will/' 
fays the dodlor, ^ {o) thefe cautions are to be obferv- 
cd : Firfi^i That it be not deferred till it be too late, 
left we be opprefled with fudden death, and leave 
our executors and pofterity involved in endlefi fuits 
and contentions ; the guilt whereof will purfue thofe 
into another world, whofe wretched careleflhels was 
the dire occafion of all that ftrife and mifchief. 
And tho' we be not fmitren with fudden death, yet 
we may fall into fuch a diftemper, as fhall feize on 
our fenfes and underftanding ; and then we can 
either make no diftribution of our eftates, or {f) none 
that will be valid. Yet if neither of thefe happen,^ 
it is a great difturbance to a languifliing man, to 
reckon, and caft up, to fettle and order his affairs \ 
and a mighty impediment to the exercifes of re- 
ligion, wherein thofe few days we have left, ought 

[9) Occafional Officei, p. joi^ 302. edit, of^av. 1679* 

(/) Teftameotum, ni perfedum faerit> nollam eft. Ghff. ai 

Grot, di Pan. dift. 3. 
In eo qui teftatar. ejus quo teftamentam fiicit, integritas mentia 

exjgitun Dii* /. aS. ///. i. /. a. Qod. Jufiin. L 6. //'/. 22. 

* to 
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to be employed; and it may be obferved, none 
have fo quiet a mind, nor are fo intent upon heaven- 
ly things, as thofe who have made cheir wills it 
time of health. It is, therefore, a grievous foIFy, 
and (hameful negled, at bed, to defer this ^ but if 
we put it off, becaufe we have no mind to think 
fo ferioufly of death, as this will Occafion us to do, 
the omifTion then proceeds from atheifm and abo- 
minable impiety, and declares, that the man dcfires 
{lis only portion here ; and that he is fo far from 
preparing for death, that he cannot endure to think 
o^ it, Ecclus xli. I. And as this fault is like thac 
wretched mifer's in the gofpcl, (who, till the very 
moment of his death, perfuaded himfelf he fhould 
live and enjoy all himfelf) fo will his fate, in all 
probability, be like his alfo ; even to be fnatch'd 
away, unready, to a fad eternity, for which he hath 
made no proviflon, Luke xii. 19, 20. Secondlj^ 
Another part of our duty is, that when we do dif- 
pofe of our eftate, we do it impartialhy, and by 
rules of equity ; not difinheriting any of thofe whom 
God hath made our heirs, without necellicy force 
us thereunto: neither preferring one child before 
another, unlefs fome extraordinary ads of duty 
require it •, nor leaving our wives unprovided for, 
when we have confumed, or difpofcd, of their for- 
tunes ; neither defigning to defraud our creditors of 
their jaft demands. For, if our laft aft be unjuft, 
we leave a blot upon our name here \ and fince we 
can never repent of this wickednefs, we can exped 
nothing but a fad doom in the world whither we 
are going. Lajily^ We muft make our will with 
a chearful mind, and freely lay down whatever we 
have in our hands, when God calls us. We muft 
praife him, that we had thefe things while we need- 
ed them ; and, now that we have no longer ufe for 
them, let us leave them (without repining) to thofe 
that come after us. We muft not look back to 
Pgypt^ now we are upon our march to^ Canaan \ 

' nor 
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* nor IS there any thing in thefe worldly goods to 

* deferve it: they were vanity and vexation while 

* wc had them, and now we can have them no more; 

* but if we part with them freely, we Ihall have a 

* better inheritance by far in exchange for them/ 

Anchitb. This is very good advice ; and what I wifli 
every one, that has any thing to difpofe of, would 
be fure to put in pradice. As I hope I have now 
done. 

Tbeopb. Blefled be God, that you have liv'd to do 

it ! But I muft not forget, that it is high time for 

me to withdraw. I thank God, that you have been 
able to hold out fo well under this day*s long work. 
Now I (hall leave you, that you may try to recover 
your fpirits, which muft needs be much fpcnt by fo 
long an exercife of them. Wherefore I heartily bid 
you good night; and I pray God you may find your- 
felf refrefhed to-morrow, and that I may find you in 
a hopeful way of recovery on Tburfdcrf^ when I hope 
to fee you again, with your other friends, that have 
appointed then to vifit you. 

Ancbith. Dear Theopbilus^ I am exceedingly obliged 
to you for all your kindneiles, and particularly for the 
long trouble I have given you to-day. And I (hall 
be ftill farther in your debt, for any time you will 
pleafe to fpend with me, whilft I am on this fide of 
the grave. For, you (ce, I am in a weak condition, 
and need the comfort and afllftance of all my friends ; 
and I hope (hall be the better for it to ail eternity. 

Theopb, I wi(h I were capable of being more truly 
ferviccable to you than 1 am. But, aflTure yourfelf, 
my beft -endeavours (hall not be wanting. At pre- 
fent I take my leave of you, but (hall not fail to pray 
for you when I am gone. 

Anchitb. I befeech you not to omit that chrifliari 
office for me, for I have great need of the hearty 
prayers of all good people. 

rbe End of the Tbird yiSlT. 

The 
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The Fourth VISIT. 

How a Man may judge of his Intere/i in Gddi 
Favour, either here, or hereafter. 

Eu/elf.T^ RAY how is Ancbiibanes to-day ? 

]l^ Servant. Much as when you law him laft. 

Eufet. Is any company with him ? 

Sirv. Only Tbeodorus^ who has juft been at prayer 
with him. Will you not pleafe to walk in^ Sir ? 

Eufeb, I am glad to ht^Vy Ancbithanes, that you are 
not worfe than when I faw you laft \ and to find lo 
worthy a perfon as Tbeodorus with you. And I wi/Ii I 
had come a little fooncr, that! might have joined with 
him in praying for you. However, with Tbeodorm^ 
leave I would put you upon intreating a favour of 
him, before he leaves yoM> that may be of advantage 
to me as well as you. 

Anebitb. Pray what is that ? 

^heod. I am fure I (hall be very ready, to do aay 
fcrvice in my power to either of you, 

Eufeb. You were always very kind, which makes 
me take this freedom, in hope you will not be dif- 
pleafed at it. 

Anchitb. Pray what is it you would have me intreac 
of Theodorus? 

Eufeh. When fbeepbtluSj and the reft of us, were here 
fome days iince, you defired our refoiucion of a doubt, 
much fitter for Tbeodorus*s opinion than ours; and 
which I heartily wifli to hear refolved by him. 

Anebitb, 1 very well remember it ; and if this oc- 
cafion will permit, I will trefpafs fo far upon his 
goodnefs as to beg his information concerning it, ic 
being a matter of great importance to all \ but more 
cfpccially to thofe in my prefent circumftances. 

Tbeod. Be pleafed to propofe your queftion ; and I 
will gii'e you the belt fatisfaclion 1 can concerning it 
1 Jncbitk 
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Anchith. It is this : How I may make a right jndg* 
ment of my intereft in God's favour^ either at prefent^ or 
in relation to a future Jiate. 

^beod. A weighty queftion indeed; and which I 
ihould be glad to have oftener propofed to me by 
thofe in your condition. But it is the miferable un* 
happinefs and folly of the generality of mankind^ 
that they are not fo fenfible, either of their duty, or 
their intereft, as you appear to be. 

Ancbitb. I am fure it highly concerns me to be (b. 
And 1 beg therefore, that you will add to all your other 
kindnefTes, this which Eufebius has put me upon aiding 
of you; as I had before afked it of himfelf, and 
feme other good friends, that promifed to come and 
fee me. 

^heod. Your queftion confiftsof two diflferent parts; 
the one relating to this prefent, and the other to a 
future life. And I fuppofe you defirc I flfould fpedc 
to both of them. 

Ancbitb. If it will not be too great a trouble to you : 
as I hope it will not, after the experience I have had, 
of the delight you take in doing good. 

7beod. Affure yourfelf, Jncbitbanes^ any fervice I 
can do you, will be no trouble to me. But this 
ought by no means to be fo, becaufe it is only a part 
of my minifterial office, and what I am obliged to 
do for any of my parifhioners, that'ftiall delire it of 
me. I begin with the former part of your inquiry. 
Ancbitb. If yon pleafe. 

Tbeod. Then I muft tell you, ydu are not to ima- 
gine, that God is at enmity with you, becaufe he thinks 
fit, for what wife reafons you know not, to lay bis 
hand thus heavy upon you. It is rather a fign of his 
aOedion to you, or any of us, and his paternal care 
over us, that he condefcends to correal lis in this 
world, to the end we may repent, may acknowledge 
our faults, and amend our lives, and fue for mercy 
and forgivenefs, and grace to help in time of need\ 
that fo» by means of our temporal gflliftions and ca- 
lamities^ 
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lamitiesy we may die to the fins for which ^»c arc t6cs 
puniihed, and rife again to nexvmfs of life ; and fo m» 
efcape the evcrlafting plagues of the other worfe{ 
and may never come inco {a) the lake thai hMtms wH 
fire and brimjione, but may have {i) an entrance mimfird 
unto us abundantly^ into the ever lofting kingdom of cur £jri 
and Saviour, Jefus Ctrrijl. We have the auchoricyot 
St. Paul for it, that when we are puniQied in like man- 
ner as the Corinthians were, for their grofs abufe d 
the Lord's Supper, of whom he profefles^ that divcn 
were feized with ficknefs, and others with deadij 
when we are thus puni(hed, God does it, not out of 
an irreconciieable difpleafure, and for our dellrudioo; 
but in way of kindnefs, and in order to our eteroal 
falvation. For {c) when we arejudgedy we are chafied 
of the Lordj that we fbotdd not he condemned witbth 
world. When God fuSers the iinner to Aourifli in h^ 
wickednefst faying, concerning him, as he did of 
Ephraim^ after he viSLS joined with idols^ Let him akm\ 
nvben he.gives him up to follow his own heart's ways, 
and to aM iniquity to iniquity^ till ihe meafure of bis fan 
be filled up \ it is a terrible evidence, that fuch an one 
is referved for the pains of the world to come, and 
that weepings and wailing^ and gnafhing of teeth^ will 
be his, everlafting portion. Our blefled Saviour de- 
nounces a miferable end to fuch as abounded in the 
good things of this world, but took not care to do 
good with them, or to ferve and pleafe God, the giver 
of them, and fo to prepare themfelves for a better 
ilate : {d) Woe unto you that are rich -, for ye have received 
your confolation. Woe unto you that are full ; for yefl^ 
mourn and weep. And, no doubt, a wretched portion 
muft await all fuch in the other life, as are fufFered to 
proceed licentioufly, and without controul in their 
fins, in this. 

Anchith. How comes it then to pafs, that this truth 
is fo little taken notice of? the generality of men 

{a) Rev. xxi. 8. {h) z Pet. i. u. ^{c) i Cor, xu 32. 

{i) Lttke vi. 24, 35. 

efteem 
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rftecm thofe mcft beloved of God, who live in all 
kind of wealth and plealure, and never talte of any 
ob:ervable advcrfity in all their days. 

"iheod. True-, but the Scripture gives us another 
notion of them, affuring us, \e) "There is no peace^ no 
ical and lading peace, lo ibs vciikcd^ how prolpcrous 
Ibever their outward eftatc may be. See what a cha- 
radcr the pralmill gives of them, and of their totter- 
ing chanyeabic condition : (/) i vcv/j grieved^ fjys he^ 
^.t the wicked: I do aijo fee the ungodls in fuch profpe^ 
rity. For ihty are in no pail of aeaih-y but are lujiy 
and ftrong. They come in ?w misfortune like other folk^ 
veitbtr are they plagued like other men. And this is the 
caufe they are Jo holden 'U.iith pride, and overwhelmed 
with cruelty, Their eyes [well with fatncfs^ and they 
do evin what they lufi. {g) Then thought I to un- 
derfland this \ but it was too hard for me : until I 
went into the fanSuary of God \ then underftood 1 the 
end of thefe men: namely ^ how thou dofi fet them in 
Jlippcry places, and caflefl them down, and deflroyefi 
them. Oh ! how fuddenly do they confume, pcrifh, and 
cotne to a fearful end! And, at another time, {h) I my- 
fdf have feen the ungodly in great power ^ and flourifh- 
ing like a green bay tree, I went by^ and, lo, be 
"ivas gone: I fought him, but his place could nowhere 
be fcund. Keep innocence, and take heed to the thwg 
ibat is right 5 for that fljcll bring a man peace at the 
liifi. As for the trnnfgrcfjcrSy they fhall perifh together, 
Jiad the end of the ungodly ts, that they fhall be rooted 
^ut at the laji, 

Eufeb. The Holy Scripture, and cfpecially that mod 
feraphick part ot it the book of Pfahns, abounds with 
places to tliis purpofe. 

Theod. You fay true. Buc that I may not be 
tedious, I will add only two paifages more at prelent. 
And they are both from the apollic St. James, in his 
catholick epiftie : who, fpcaking of the rich man, 

W Ifa. IvH. 21. (/) V(i\. Ixxiii 3, fS^, (^) Ffal. ixxiii. 
I5> J^» J7» «8. {b) Pfal. xxxvii. 35, 36, 37, 38. 

O affirms, 
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affirms, that (/) as the flower of the grafs be paffeih 
away. For the fun is nofooner rifen with a burning beof^ 
hut it wither eth the grafs \ and the flower thereof falielb^ 
and the grace of the fafhion thereof perijhetb ; fo al/cjbalt 
the rich man Jade away in his ways. And again, to the 
fame cfFeft, {k) Go to now^ ye rich men -, weep and bowl 
for the miferies that fhall come upon you. Tour ricbes 
are corrupted^ and your garments are moth-eaten. QTenar 
gold and ftlver is cankered i and the ruft of them Jball be 
a witnefs againft you^ and fhall eat your fiefb as it ^oert 
fire. Ye have heaped treafure together for the laji days. 
Behold^ the hire of the labourers^ which have reaped 
down your fields^ which is of you kept back by frauds 
crieth \ and the cries of them which have reaped^ are 
entered into the ears of the Lord of fabbaoth. Ye have lived 
in pleafure on the earthy and been wanton \ you bave 
nouri/hed your hearts as in the day of fiaughter. A% 
much as to fay. You have pampered and glutted your- 
fclvcs, as it were, for the (hambles. Whereby it \% 
plainly intimated to us, that the end of fuch as have 
lived in the greateft plenty and eafe, is oftentimes very 
miferable. And, by confequence, all their teniporal 
advantages, above others, are very far from proving 
them the favourites of Heaven. This is what, under 
God, depends upon thedifpofuion of their own minds, 
and the care they take to obey and ferve God 5 with- 
out which^ how great foever they be in this world, they 
know affuredly beforehand, that (/) they fball nevir 
fee the Lord in that which is to come. 

Eufeb. So true is that in the author of the book of 
Wifdom : (m) The hope of the ungodly is like dufly 
that is blown aw^iy with the wind ; like a thin froth that 
is driven away with the ftorm j like as the fmoke that is 
difperfed here-and-there with a tempeft\ and paffctb 
away as the remembrance of a gueft that tarrieth hut a 
day. But the righteous live for evermore ; their reward 
is with the Lordj and the care of them is with the Moft 

(0 James i. 10, 1 1. {k) Chap, v. i, i^c. (/) Hcb. :di. 14. 
(») Wifd.v. 14, 15^ 16. 
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Mfgh. Therefore Jhall they receive a glorious kingdom^ 
^yid a beautiful crown^ from the Lord^s hand \ for with 
his right hand Jhall he cover themj and with his arm 
be Jhdll -protest them. 

Theoph, So that ic is eafy to obfcrve how deplorable 
the condition often is, of inch as the world are wont 
to magnify and applaud, to reverence and almofl: 
adore them ; or elic to malign or envy them for their 
greatneis; who yet, if rightly conlider'd, would more 
defervedly be the objccls of a fincerc and hearty com- 
pjflion, nctwithftanding all their outward fplendof : 
whiilt, ort the other hand, I'uch as thefe haughty 
worldlings feem mofb to del'pife, are many times in an 
infinitely more defirable condirion than ihemfelves. 
Hearken, my beloved brethren^ fays Sr. James : Hath (») 
not God chvfen the poor of this worlds rich infaitb^ and heirs 
of the kingdom^ which he hath promifcd to them that love 
him? And the fame apoftle pronounces a bicffing to 
him that undergoes affliftions, for the trial and ex- 
crcife of his chriftian virtues, and perhaps fuffers the 
lofs of all he had, for his faithful adherence to his 
duty ; that he (hall have the approbation of God, and, 
as a confequcnt thereof, (hall be made cverlaftingly 
happy in the other ftate. {0) Blejfed is the man that 
emiureth temptation ; for^ when be is tried^ he Jhall receive 
the crown of lif'e^ which tlje Lord has promifed to them 
that love him. And there is great reafon why fuch fuf- 
ferings fhould be expeftcd co have this happy event, 
amongft othets, upon this account, that whiift peo- 
ple fvvim in eafe and pleafure, and have all things to 
their hearts define, whilll:, as it is faid to have fared 
wiih(^)5^ Metellus^ their whole life is but one continued 
ferics o\ profperity, without any misfortunes, difap- 
pointmcRts, or lofles ; they are apt to be enamoured 
of their temporal enjoyments, and to often aim at no 
greater happinefs, undervaluing and neglecting the 
other moft lading ftate, which tliey ought much rather 
to be incefldntly labouring after. Had the Ifraelites been 
(fl) James ii. 5. {0) James L 22. (/) Valer. Maxim. 1. 7. c. i. 

O 2 pa- 
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patronized and encouraged in Egypt, and allowed a 
free and uuict enjoyment of the good things thereof; 
ihere is little reafon to doubt, but they would have 
been for taking up their reft there without ever 
defiring to return to the promifcd Canaan. It was 
only their hard bondage, and the cruel ufage they 
met with from their unmerciful tafk-mafters, that 
would make them long for a removal into another 
country. In like manner, when the Chriftian has 
his lot fall to him in a fair ground^ and he is pof- 
fefTed of a goodly heritage^ when his circumftances futc 
his defires, and he has few or no erodes to complain 
of ; this is a powerful temptation to him, to grow 
regardlefs of another life, for which he has no mind 
to exchange this. And there are but few that will 
be at the pains of providing for their departure hence, 
without fome afilidions to awaken their lethargick 
minds, and put them upon {q) defiring a tetter country^ 
that is^ a heavenly^ fuch a country, whofe happinefs 
Ihall not equal only, but exceed, their utmoft defires 
and imaginations •, (r) where tbtf fluUl hunger no 
more, neither tbirft any more ; neither Jhall the fun light 
on them, nor any beat -, hut the Lamh^ that is in the mdfi 
of the throne^ fhall feed them, andfbaU lead them to living 
fountains of water ; and Godfhall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes. This world's delights arc of an infinuating 
nature, and debafe the foul, and clog it in its afcent 
towards Heaven, and make men willing to pitch their 
tents here, without troubling themfclves for what may 
happen beyond the grave, Hence it is, we fee all 
mankind, a very few excepted, fo (j) cumbered, with 
Martha, about many things of Icfs moment, as in the 
mean time to negleft the one thing needful, that good 
part, which fkall not be taken away from any of thofc that 
once attain to it. The uncafinefs of our prefent fta- 
tion may perhaps incline us to feek after another, which 
we hope may be more commodious and beneficial, and 
fo may become a means of inviting us to have our con- 
(^) Hcb. xi. 16. (r) Rev, vH, 16, 17, (/} t.ukc x. 41, 41. 

verfation 



in God's FavQUt at ptefehi. i6^ 

^oerfation in Heaven^ and may bring us to look paft the 
things which are feen^ to thofe which are not feen^ which 
are eternal, and fo will never fail us. But, till we meet 
with fome fuch remembrancer to put us in mind bf 
our duty, how fadly do we ordinarily immerfe ourfelves 
in the cares of the world, and delight ourfelves in the 
acquifition of this Jife's tranfitory advantages ; as if we 
had never been born for another, nor were ever called 
upon, and intreatcd, and encouraged to feck after it ! 

Eufeb. This being the happy effect of affliftions in 
general, it is eafy to apply the confideration thereof 
to the cafe of our friend here in bed. 

"Theod. It is fo : for, if all afflidions and fufFerings 
have a natural tendency to fie us for the heavenly feli- 
city, ficknefs in particular, or corporal infirmities, 
may well be looked upon as peculiarly conducing here- 
to ; becaufe thcfe not only ferve to convince us of the 
infufiiciency and uncertainty of all worldly attain- 
ments, and how little rhcy are to be depended upon ; 
but moreover are particularly adapted to remind us of 
our mortality, and that great change which is every 
day approaching nearer and nearer to each one of us. 
For, if we cannot promife ourfelves any certainty of 
continuing in this life, for a day's, or but an hour's 
fpace, though in our perfeAeft health and ftrength, 
much lefs may any prelume to do it, when their fpirits 
arc exhaufted, their flefti and ftrength wafted, and 
their breath grown (hort and painful, and it is a great 
queftion whether ever they (hall be well again. This 
will naturally carry our meditations forward to another 
life, and ought certainly to draw off our minds, our 
thoughts and defires, from this world, out of which 
we know not how quickly we may be taken; and to 
make us folicitons for a better and an enduring fuh fiance 
in the other, wherein we are undoubtedly to be fixed 
to all eternity. And is it not a Angular inftancc of 
mercy and companion in Almighty God, thus to 
warn us of our frailty, the timely confideration 
whereof may be of fuch vaft advantage to us for 

O 3 ever- 
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evermore ? Who would ever blame fo tender a bene- 
faftor, for taking too much care of him, or being coo 
forward to fit and prepare him for the kingdom of 
Heaven ? Thefc vificaiions, though uneafy to foch 
as feel the fmart of them, may, and, if rightly im- 
proved, will, beof ever] aft ing benefit to them. And, if 
this be an unkindnefs, we may complain of God as 
unkind, whenfocver he is pleated to confine us to our 
bed. But, on the other hand, if fickncfs be only a 
falutary medicine, for rcdifying the evils and diftempers 
of the foul, and qualifying the patient for the moft 
ineftimable kindncls he is capable of receiving, he 
muft be highly to blame, that can fuflTcr himfclf fo 
murmur at Almighty God, for fuch a gracious method 
of procedure with him. 

Eufeb. Happy therefore is the man, that is not only 
thus vificed by God, but knows alfo how to make a 
right ufe of what is laid upon him, fo as that after his 
departure hence he may attain to that unJpeakable, 
unconceivablc^'<?y, which no man can take from him. 

Tbecd. Happy indeed! thrice happy is he, and 
highly blefled of God, that fo carries himfclf upon his 
Tick- bed, as that he may be fie either for life or death ; 
to live to God's glory, if reftored to health ; or to 
enter upon a heavenly inheritance, if he (hall be 
tranflatcd hence. 

Anchith. Oh ! that I may be found in this number; 
that, poor guilty finneras I am, I may bear my ficknefs 
as i ought, and may be fitted by it for a better ftate ! 

A Prayer for a right Chriftian Deportment in 
time of Sicknefs. 

r\ Blejfed and glorious Lord God^ who delightcfi not in 
^^ the death of a finner^ but rather that he turn from 
his wickednefs and live •, and who doji not affli£l willingly^ 
nor grieve the children of men ; look gracioufly upon me^ 
thine unworthy fervant^ lying here in great weaknefs of 
body. Speak peace to my foul^ andaffure me^ that thou art 

re- 
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Reconciled to me^ and will forgivt me all mint offences, 
^eacb me alfo to behave myfelf under thy cbaftifement as 
becomes the Jiate whereto thou haft reduced me. Wean 
my heart from the worlds and all thofe tranjitory enjoys 
tnents in it^ which are of fo little advantage to me now^ 
and which I muft be fure to leave behind me^ whenjo- 
ever I Jhall be taken hence: fit me for whatever thou 
dejigneft for me, whether in this^ or in another world. 
jind whether it be to livcj or to die^ let my heart be in- 
tirely rejigned to thy moft wife determination concerning 
me. Renew in me^ moft lading Father^ whatfoever is 
decaf d by the fraud and malice of the devil^ or by my 
own carnal will and frailnefs. Continue me in the unity 
of the churchy and the true faith of the goffel^ that I nei- 
ther faU into fchifm^ norherefy^ nor Jin of any kind. Con- 
Jider my contrition \ accept my tears \ and affwage my 
pain^ asfhallfeem to thee moft expedient for me. Enable 
mey in all cafeSy ftedfaftly to rely upon thy promifes^ and 
never to diftruft thy care of 4hofe that put their truft in 
thee. Hear me for myfelf ^ and hear all thofe that, pray 
for me. Watch over me continually for good: and never 
leave me^ nor for fake me^ till thou floalt have fitted me 
fofy and brought me to^ thy heavenly kingdom^ through 
Jefus Chrift our Lord. Amen. 

I'heod. God, infinitely good and gracious, grant 
your heart's defire! But, as to what I was faying 
concerning the happinefs of thofe who carry themfelvts 
aright upon their (ick- bed, give me leave, Anchithanes^ 
to recommend, to your ferious confideration and prac- 
tice, Bifhop Taylor*s advice in his Rules and Exercifes 
of Holy Dying: (/) * Be confident, that, although God 

* often fends pardon without correAion, yet he never 

* fends corredtion without pardon, unlefs it be thy 

• fault: and therefore take every or any afflidion, 

* as an earneft-penny of thy pardon : and, upon con- 

• dition there may be pardon with God, let any thing 

• be welcome, that he can fend as its inftrument, or 

(/) Chap. 5. Sea. 5. N. 6. 
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* condition. Suffer God to chufe his own circumftanccs 

* of adopting thee, and be content to be under difci- 

* pline, when the reward cf that is to become the fon 

* of God. («) We may reckon ficknefs amongft 

* good things, as we reckon rhubarb, and alocs^ and 
' child-birth, and labour, and obedience, and difci- 
' pline. Thcfe are unpleafant, and yet fafe; they 

* are troubles in order to blefiings ; or they are (ecu- 

* ricics from danger, or the hard choices of a Icls and 

* more tolerab:c evil/ 

Ancbith, 1 am not without fome hope, that tho* 
Almighty God julHy punilhcs me for my fm, yet he 
will not totally take away his mercy from mc, cfpc- 
cially confidering what my good friends have already 
difcourfed upon this fubjeft. 

^heod. Take courage, good Anchitbanes\ and do 
not fuffer yourfelf to be overwhelmed with necdlefs 
fears and jcaloufies. Aflure yourfelf, that how many, 
and how great, foever your fins be, the mercies cf 
God are more and greater. He is a God of infinite 
commifcration, and {x) mighty to fave^ {y) merciful and 
gracious^ long-fuffering^ abundant in goodnefs and Irutby 
fo'i giving iniquity^ tranfgrejfion^ and ^i And though 
he will not clear the guilty^ yet he is ready to {z) Jbew 
mercy unto thoufands of them that love him^ and keep bis 
commandments. His {a) Icviiig-kindnefs has been ever of 
old. Yet has his pity and compaflion, and his willing- 
nefs to be reconcil'd to fallen man, been incomparably 
more glorioufly difplayed by the gofpcl of our blefled 
Saviour, who has (b) ccnfecrated for us a new and living 
way through the veil^ that is to fay, his fiejh^ aflumed 
at his incarnation, and at length offcr'd upon the crols 
for us ; and has over and over promised free pardon 
and forgivenefs, to fuch as with an humble and truly 
penitent heart, fue for it through his mediation. 
(^c)He is a Prince ^ and a Saviour ^ exalted by God*s right- 
hand, and im^jower'd to give repentance, and remijfion of 

(«) Sea. 6. N. 3. - {x) Ifa. Ixiii. i. {y) Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. 
{%) Ibid. XX. 6. (tf) Pfal. xxv. 5. {}) Hcb. x. 20. {c) Afts v. 3 1. 
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/ins. And {d) thofe that come to bim^ as they ought, 
be 'will in no wife caft out. This is reviving news to 
a difconfolate foul ; an enlivening medicine for a de- 
jecbed mind. And you ought to fupport yourfelf 
with the thoughts of fuch ineftimable condefcenfion, 
ar)d not to doubt, but upon your true faith, and fin- 
cere repentance, you will receive the benefit of ail 
our Lord has thus gracioufly done and fufFercd for 
you. 

j4nchith. God grant I may ! I am unfeignedly 
ferry for all my tranfgreffions, and dcfirous to amend, 
and walk more holily for the future, if it (hall pleafe 
God to allow me a farther time of trial. And I do 
beg of God, through Jefus Cbriji my Redeemer, to 
look in mercy upon me, a poor helplefs, guilty, 
wretched finncr, that have vilely offended him, and 
•given him juft occafion to cut me off, and /wear in 
bis wrathy that IJhall never enter into his reft. 1 am ful- 
Jy fatisfied of the efficacy of our Saviour*s fufFerings, 
and the atonement thereby made for all mankind; 
but ftill my fear is, that I am not fo quahfied, as 
to have juft grounds to conclude, that the promifes 
of the gofpel belong to me. 

Eufeb. Take care, I befeech you, that you do not 
wrong yourfelf, by a cauflefs diftruft of that abun- 
dant goodnefs, that has made you. Remember it is 
moft certain, that where-ever repentance and faith 
are, there are likcwife God's mercy, favour, and 
loving-kindnel's ; and, as an undoubted confequent 
thereof, the pardon of fin, and a title to falvation. 
{e) Becaufe he conjiderethj fays the prophet Ezekiel, and 
turneth away from all bis tranfgrejfions that he bath com- 
mittedy befhall furely live^ bejballnot die. And again, 
(/) Repent y and turn yourfelves from all your tranfgreffions\ 
fo iniquity fhall not be your ruin. And to the fame pur- 
pofe, fays St. Peter^ (g) Repent^ and be converted, that 
your fins may be blotted out. And, {hi) He that betievetb on 

{d) John vi. 37. (e) Ezck. xviii. 28. {/) Vcn 30. (f) Afts 
iii. 19. {b) John xi. 25, 26. 
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fne^ faith our Saviour, though he were dead, yet/hatthi 
Uve ; and wb'ofoever Hvethy and beUevetb in me^ /hall never 
die^ And, at another time, (/) Godfo loved the ^varld, 
that he gave his only-begotten Son^ to the end that ^x^bofo- 
ever bdievetb in him^ that is, fo as to obey his com- 
mands, as well as to hope for falvation by his means, 
as is abundantly evident from the whole intent and 
defign of the gofpel, as well as from numerous par- 
ticular texts in it: that whofoevcr thus believes in 
him yjbould not perijh^ but have everlafting life. For God 
fent not his Son into the world to condemn the worlds hut 
that the world through him might be faved. 

Anchith. Thefe are very comfortable fayings : God 
give me grace never to forget them ! 

Theod. There is another highly encouraging palTage 
in the Gofpel, which I would intreat you not to forget. 

Anchith. Pray what is it ? I will take care to remem- 
ber it. 

Theod. I mean what St. Luke relates of the prodigal 
fon, to whofe fins I pcrfuade myfcif you will not pre- ] 
tend to equal your's ; and yet he found mercy upon his 
return ; and to that degree, that our Saviour tells us, 
upon this occafion, not only, that {jk) there is joy in the 
prefence of the angels of God over a Jinner that repentetb^ 
but even, (/) that there fhall be more joy in Heaven over 
one Jinner that repenteth^ than over ninety-and-nine jujt 
perfons that need no repentance. So kind, fo ready is our 
good and gracious God to receive a returning finner 
into his favour, that he feems almoft to be better 
pleafed with fuch an one's recovery, than if he had 
never gone aftray. 

Eufeb. That parable of the returning prodigal is of 
fingular importance. It is, in (») Grotius^s judgment, 
the moji famous of allow Saviour^ sparables \ the mofi affec-^ 
tionate^ and fet forth in the tivelieji colours. 

it) John'iii. 1 6, 17. {k) Luke xv. 10. (/) Vcr. 7. 

{m) Inter omnes Chrifti parabolas eximia, plena affedauniy k 
pulcherrtmis pida coloribas. Gr9t. in vcr. ao. 
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^beod. And not without reafon. For in it we have 
defcrib'd to us, the evil and mifchief of a vicious 
courfc of Jife, the admirable efficacy and advantage 
of repentance, the immenfe benignity and compaffion 
of Almighty God to relenting, returning finners, and 
the aftonifhing kindnefs and affcdion wherewith he 
receives them upon their return. See here an unbridled 
youth, in the midft of his juvenile heat and aftivity, 
cafting off the yoke, that he might the more fecurely, 
and with the lefs fear or interruption, purfue his li- 
centious finful inclinations, going into a far country^ to 
be at a diftance from his aged father, fo as neither to 
be under his eye, nor be difturb'd by fuch wholfome 
advice as he had refolv*d before-hand not to attend 
to, or be influenced by. See him taking his fill of 
fenfual pleafures, ftudying all the moft extravagant 
gratifications of an unbridled lull, fpending his eftate 
(») in riotous livings and with barlotSy without any 
thought of returning to himfelf, or to his native 
country, and his father's houfe, till mere neceffity, 
and the dreadful mifery he had thus fenfelefly brought 
upon himfelf, forced him to it. See him who had thus 
thoughtlcfly wafted his portion in all manner of ex^ 
cefs, expos-d in a while (as ic ordinarily happens to the 
intemperate and debauched) to the extremity of want 
and penury, thruft out of his coftly lodgings, diveft- 
ed of his glittering attire, at the utmoft lofs for mere 
neceflTaries for his fubfiftence, conftrained to earn his 
bread in the fweat of his brows, and in the moft fer- 
vife and abjeft manner, by {0) feeding the fwine, and 
even brought fo low, as to dcfire that he might partake 
of the fame food with them ; and no man gave unto bim. 
See him again wrought upon by thefc dilmal efFefts of 
his folly, and defirous to humble himfelf to his of- 
fended father, in the moft fubmilTive manner, that, if 
poffible, he might obtain admittance into his family, 
though it were but in quality of one of his under- 
fervants, rather than perifti with hunger in a foreign 
(«) Luke XV. 13. and 30, (*) Ver. 15, 16. 
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nation. For thus he began to reafon with 
How is it, that I, who have indeed defery'd rr» 
utmoft indignation, that he fhould no longer . 
for his fon, feeing I have fo (hamefully abus'd h] 
nefs and bounty to me, yet know his goodnel 
fuch, that I cannot doubt but he will take fome 
of me, and receive me, I hope, into his houTe^ 
though it were but in the place of one of the f 
eft of his attendants j where at leaft I may be fu 
with thofe neccflaries my nature calls for, and n 
ger out my time, as I do here, pinch'd with hi 
and choak'd with thirft ; how is it, that I thus 
lefly continue to prolong my mifery, without 
ing that redrefs, which I can hardly fail of upa 
repentance? Why do I delay to implore fo Id 
father's pardon, that I may not remain deditin 
thofe convcnicncies, and that provifion of food w 
all that belong to him are furnilhed with ? I wifl. 
longer thus obftinately punifli myfelf, but will tiy 
tender bowels of a compaflionate parent, in hope 
will not rejea me when 1 do fo. {p) How tnamk 
fervants of my father's have bread enough^ and to fu 
and Iperifh with hunger i Iwillarife, andgotomfk 
and Will fay unto him. Father, 1 have finned againflB 
ven, and before thee, and am no more worthy to be a 
thy fon: make me as one of thy hired fervants. And no 
behold the wonderful companion of Almighty Godi 
penitent finners, lively reprefcnted in the father's m 
ful reception of this former reprobate. His difplcafuii 
againft lo undutiful a fon is immediately laid alidft. 
upon the firft appearance of amendment. His boweW 
prefently yearn towards him, and in a manner prevrat; 
the prodigal's humiliation, and confeflion of his pat 
wjckednefs. He could not fufFer himfelf to ftay for the- 
other's coming to him ; but as foon as ever he dif- 
covcred him at a diftance, i^^xcy^vM,,, his heart wa 
moved withm him, and he was ditfblved into love and 
pity, and haftened above the ufual pace of a father, 
(/) Lake xv. 17, 18, 19. 
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when going to meet a child, and more 
again, fuch an undutiful, gracclefs, unworthy 
this had been. He had not patience to (lay 
in*s approach, much Icls could he find in his 
withdraw himfelf, as one that was angry. 
ntment was all buried in a fpeedy oblivion ; 
ling now appeared, but the fondeft carefles of 
^o had fo little dcferved them, and againfl: 
ttie had been fo juftly, fo lately, and fo highly 
All on a fudden, nothing was to be feen 
and gladnefs, and the hcartieft endearments, 
r with all other tokens of mirth, for the re- 
of a loft child, {q) When be was yet a great 
bis 'father [aw bim, and bad compajfion, and 
id fell on his neek, and kiffed him ; and faid to 
fantSy Bring forth the befi robe, and put it on bim^ 
^t a ring on his finger^ and fhoes on his feet. 
HKtV;^ hither the fatted calf, and kill it, and let 
'^^and be merry. For this my fon was dead, and is 
igain ; and was loji, and is found. A comfortable 
ibiance of the infinite mercy of our Heavenly 
_-\ and his ineffable commiferation for the greateft 
/»ncrs, and the certainty they may promife them- 
ot a favourable acceptance with him, fo they 
It renounce their finful courfes, and walk as 
les the holy profeflion they have taken upon 
Let them but (r) repent, and turn to God, and 
.rks meet for repentance-, and they need not fear, that 
ill fhew himfelf irreconcilcable to them. On the 
rary, they may encourage thcmfelves with a well- 
mded cxpedation of a. gracious reception, and 
:eat joy and rejoicing in Heaven at their conver- 
Whenever they come to themfelves, and are dif- 
^ to return to their provoked Father, acknowledging 
—.if ofFcnces, and repenting of all their riot and ex- 
Mis, and all the wickedncfs they had lallen into, they 
Sn find him more ready to forgive, tlian they arc to 
be to Vm for for^^ivcnrfs. Whr ^= ': ^.onl^aI did 

U) Luke XV* 20, 32, 23. if) Ada xxvi. 20. 
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but make fome advance cowards his father, whilft he 
was yet. at a diftance, the father, impatient of dela^, 
runs to him, embraces and kifles him^ with the utmoft 
alFedion, and entertains him with joy ; and thac no 
ordinary and common joy, but even more than if 
after the example of his elder brother, he had all 
along continued with, and been dutiful to him. . 

Ancbitb. Oh the great, the exceeding great, and 
infinite goodnefs of Almighty God ! 

Theod. Here you fee that verified, which was 
fpoken in the Old Teftament, by the mouth of the 
prophet Jeremiah^ (/) Return^ thou backJUding IfraeU 
faith tbe Lord\ and I will not caufe mine at^er to fall 
upon you : for I am merciful^ faith tbe Lord^ and I 
will not keep anger for ever. Only acknowledge thine 
iniquity^ tbat tbou haft tranfgrejfed^ and has fcattered 
thy ways to tbe ftrangers under every green tree^ and 
ye have not obged my voice^ faith the Lard. Tum^ 

backJUding children^ faith tbe Lord\ for I am mar- 
ried unto you ; and I will take you one of a cityj and 
two of a family^ and I will bring you to Zion. And 

1 will give you pajiors according to mine hearty which 
ftsall feed you with knowledge and underjlanding. And, 
a little after, («) Return^ ye backftiding children ; and 
I will heal your backfiidings. As he alfo faith, by 
another prophet, {x) As I live, faith the Lord God^ 
I have no pleafure in the death of the wicked^ but that 
the wicked turn from his way^ and live: Turn ye^ 
turn ye, from your evil ways ; for why will ye die^ O 
houfe of Ifrael? The righteoufnefs of tbe righteous fbaU 
not deliver him in the day of his tranfgreffion : As for 
the wickednefs of the wicked, he Jhall not fall thereby 
in the day that he turneth from his wickednefs. And 
again, {y) Cafl away from you all your tranfgreftions^ 
whereby ye have tranfgrefted, and make you a new 
heart, and a new fpirit ; for why will you die, houfe 
of' Ifrael? For 1 have no pleafure in the deaeh of him 

(0 Jcr. ill. 12, 13, 14, 15. («) Vcn zi. {x) Ezek. xxxiii. 
11, 12. {y) Clmpi xviii^ 31, 32^. 
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that dieiby faith the Lord God : .Wherefore turn your* 
felves^ and live ye. 
I Anchitb, True^ but thefe words were fpoken to 
I the Jews ; and how Ihall I be fure they relate to us as 
wcJl as to them ? 

^beod. Befides what I have faid concerning the pa^ 
rable now infifted upon, (which was fpoken by our 
Saviour to his dlfciples, and fo plainly teftifics the 
great love of God to penitent finners amongft us 
Chriftians) you will eafily anfwer this doubt yourfelf, 
if you but attend awhile to what the apoftles have 
fpoken in relation to it. Of a truths fays St. Peter^ 
(z) I perceive that God is no refpeSfer of perfqns ; but 
in every nation^ be that fearetb God^ and worketb 
righteoufnefs^ is accepted with him. Agreeably 
whereto St. Paul argues, {a) Is he the God of the 
Jews only ? Is he not alfo of the Gentiles ? Tesy of the 
Gentiles alfo ; feeing it is one God which JbaU juflify 
the circumcifion by faith^ and the uncircumci^on 
through faith. And in another place, {b) there is 
no dijirence between the Jew and the Greek \ for the 
fame Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him. 
For whofoever fball call on the name of the Lordy fhall 
be faved. And again, faith the apoftle, {c) What- 
foever things were written aforetime^ were written for 
our learning 5 that we^ through patience^ and comfort 
pf the ScripureSy might have hope. And yet more 
fully, {d) Remember^ that ye beings in time pafi^ Gen- 
files in the flefh^ who are called uncircumcijion by that 
which is called the circumcifion in the flefh made with 
hands \ that at that time ye were without Chrift^ being 
aliens from the commonwealth of Ifrael^ and fir angers 
from the covenants of promife \ having no hope^ and 
without God in the world : but now in Chrifi Jefus, ye^ 
who fometimes were far off^ are made nigh by the blood 
of Chrifi. For he is our peace, who hath made both 
one^ and bath broken down the middle wall of partition 

•{%) Aas X. 34, 35. W Rom. iii. 29, 30. [h) Chap, x, 12, 13. 

(f) Rom. XV. 4- (^) PP^«f- "' y *> ^^• 

between 
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between ui\ having aboUJhed in the flejh bis eTinlsi, 
even the law of commandments contained in ardincjuc, 
for to make in kimfelf of twain one new man^ Jo mei- 
ing peace 'y and that he might reconcile both unio Gti 
in one body by the crofs^ having Jlain the enmijy then- 
by •, and came and preached peace to you that zoerc ^3 
cff^ and to them that were nigh. For through him ax 
both have an accefs by one Spirit unto the Father. N^s 
therefore ye are no more Jirangers and foreigners^ hi 
fellow- citizens with the faints^ and of the bou/bold ^ 
God: and are built upon $he foundation of the ap^k 
and prophets^ Jefus thrift himfelf being the chief csr- 
ner-ftone ; in whom all the building, fitly framed is- 
get her J groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: a 
whom you are alfo builded together^ for an haintati» 
of God through the Spirit. 

' Anchith. Forever bleffed be the Lord our God; 
who bach made us Gentiles partakers of his heavcflif 
bleflings through Chrift ! 

Eufeb. There is no caufe of defpair for a«y peni- 
tent, how heinous foever his fins have been, {e) Fir 
the Son of man came to feek and to fave that which atfJ 
loft. And a man's having been a Heathen^ or a Pii- 
lican, or a finner, in his former life, doth not ina- 
pacitate him for receiving benefit by our Lord ; but, 
contrariwife, gives him a fair title to it, upon his re- 
pentance. For this was the end of Ch rift's coming 
into the world, namely, to reduce finncrs to repent- 
ance, and obtain mercy for them. (/) He is the Lami 
of Gcd^ that takes away the fins of the world, both the 
guilt and the punifliment of them ; * Who was flain, 

* fays a learned commentator, (g) as a peculiar vidim, 
' to redeem us to God by his blood, to procure us 

* the remiflion of fins, and to exempt all that believe 

• in him from the fentence of death, which came 

• upon the world for the fin of Adam.^ I add, and 
for all thofc numerous aftual tranfgreflions, whereof 
every one of us is guilty before him. So that now, 

[e) Luke xix. 10. (/) John i. 29. (^) Dr. Whithj in loc. 
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ih)i^if U9^ man fall into whatfoever fort oiJtHy we have 
a ppwerful Adv^ate with ibe Father^ Jefus Cbriji the 
Righteous^ the Holy an^ Juft one, in whom alone was 
no fin ; and he is a propitiation for ourjins^ and not for 
curs onfyy but for the Jim of the whole world. 

Ancbith. Therefore I will truft in God, thro* Chrift • 
my Redeemer and Interceflbr. And whether he pu- 
nilhes me for the trial of my faith, or for my fins» 
that, by this means, he may reclaim me from them \ 
or for whatfoever other caufe ) I will take the boldnelk 
CO call upon him, with hope of mercy from him. 

J^heod, Undoubtedly you may, and ought to do 
it. He has both commanded it, and promised to hear 
you when you do it* 

Anchith. Where is that commandment, or that pro- 
mife to be found in Scripture* 

^heod. In divers places, both of the Old and New 
Teftajnent. B^t, to avoid prolixity, I fhall give you 
only an inftance out of each. As to the former^ 
(i) CaU, upon metn the time of trouble^ fays Qod by the 
Ffalmifl: } fo I will bear tbee^ and thou fhalt praife me % 
or, as it is in the other tranQation, I will deliver thee^ 
and thou fhalt glorify me. Her^ God not only requires 
us to feek to him in time of affliAion, but promiles 
a gracious anfwer (o the prayers thus put up to him; 
And as to the other, it is the apoftle St. PauV% di« 
reftion, {It) whatever your grievances be, to he care^ 
fuly anxioufly folicitous, for nothings hut in every things 
by prayer and fupplication^ with thankfgiving^ to let your 
requefis be made known unto God. And then it follows^ 
The peace^ the love and favour, of God^ which pnjfetb 
all underjiandi^i fhall keep your hearts and minds ^ through 
Chrift Jefus \ you (hall be preferved firm and fted- 
faft in him and his dodlrine; and (hall be enabled 
to bear with patience and contented nefs of mind, 
whatfoever (hall be laid upon you. Fear not, there- 
fore, in this your ficknefs, diligently, and without 
eeafing^ to fly to God for fuccour and eafe ; nothing 

i^b) I John ii. 1, 1. (0 Pfalm L ij. (i) Phil. iv. 6, 7. 
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doubling, but he will favourably hear you» and will 
grant your requeft, fo far as (hall be expedient for 
you. (k) His eyes are ever the righteouSy and bis eon 
are open unto tbtir prayers. (/) He is the God ibai 
bearetb prayers \ and to him Jball all flejb come, {m) The 
Lord is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all bis 
works ; nigh unto all them that call upon bim^ to M 
fucb as caU upon him faithfully. He will fuifil tbe de- 
Jirt of them that fear him : be alfo will hear tbtir ery^ 
and will help them. And, This^ therefore, fays St. yahi, 
{n) is the confidence we have in him^ that if me a/k 
any thing according to his will, be bearetb us. And 
if we knaWy that he bear us, whatfoever we ^, we 
know that we have the petitions , that we defired ef 
bim. 

Eufeb. And to this remedy the faithful fervanrs 
of God have always betaken themfelves in their af- 
fliftions, and have found the good eiFe& of thdr 
prayers. 

Theod. They have fo, as appears from multirudes 
of inftances in Scripture. Good king Hezekiab being 
affrighted at the appearance of Sennacberih's numerous 
army, and the receipt of RahfhekaV% proud and blaf- 
phemoufly domineering letter, {0) went up to tbe bou/e 
ef tbe Lord, and fpread tbe letter before tbe Lard, aid 
prayed unto the Lord, to vindicate his caufe. (p) And 
the event of his addrefs was, that the Prophec Jfaiab 
was fent, to promife him fafety and deliverance. 
And accordingly, (q) Tbe angel of the Lord went forth, 
and fmote in the camp of tbe Aflyrians, an hundred and 
fourfcore and five tboufand ; and when they arofe in tbe 
morning, they were all dead corpfes. (r) And at another 
time, being direded to fet bis boufe in order ^ to dif- 
pofe of his temporal concerns, becaufe the time was 
come, that he muft die and not live ; that is to fay, 
his difeafe was mortal, and he could not hope to 

(i) Pfalm xxxiv. 15. (/) Ibid. Ixv. a. («) Ibid, cxlv. 17, 18, 
19. (») I John V. 14, 15. [p) Ifa. xxxvii. 14. (/}nud. 
vcr. t\,i3^. (f ) Ibid. ?cr. 36. (r) a Kings xz. 1, 2, 3. 
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■ recover hy "any natural means ; he hereupon turned bis 

■ face to the wall^ and prayed^ and wept fire, {s) And the 
k Lord beard bis prayer^ and bebeld his tears, and fent the 
i prophet back to him with a promife of deliverance^ 
t and an afliirance, that on the third day he Jhould go 
I up to the houfe of the Lord. And the Lord added to bis 
,; days fifteen years. (/) Daniel, in like manner, who at 
k other times made his fupplications no lefs than three 
r times a day, we may be fure would not negledl to 
.; do it, when in the lion*s den\ (a) nor Shadrachy Me^ 
I Jhach, and Abednego, when in the fiery furnace. And 

Jo the aftonifliing return they met with ! {x) God fent 

I his angely and fhut the lions mouths, that they Jhould not 

i hurt the one j and fo damp*d the violence of the firc,^ 

{y) that it had no pofver^over the others ; nor was an 

J hair of their headfinged^ neither were their coats changed^ 

nor the fmeU of fire had paffed on them. (2) So Jonah 

prayed unto the Lord his God out of the fiflfs belly ^ and 

by this means obtained deliverance ; {a) for the Lord 

\ Jpake unto the fi/b^ and it vomited out Jonah upon the 

I dry land. And as David cried unto the Lord in all 

I his troubles, and was delivered \ fo did his own, and 

his people's anceftors before him, from age to age^ 

and obtain'd the like relief, as himfelf teftifies ; {b) Our 

fathers hoped in thee, they trufted in thee, and thou didfi 

deliver them •, they called upon thee, and were holpen ; 

they put their truji in thee, and were not confounded. 

{c) When St. Paul and Silas were caft into prifon, and 

their feet made faft in the ftocks, they failed not to 

apply themfelves to God for redrefs, by night, as 

well as by day. {d) For behold, at midnight, they 

prayed, and fung praifes unto God ; and the prifoners 

beard them. And then it follows, {e) And fuddenly 

there was a great earthquake, fo that the foundations 

of the prifon were fhaken j and immediately all the doors 

(/) 2 Kings XX. 5, 6. (/) Dan. vi. lo. («} Ibid. iii. 25* 
(;i:) Ibid. vi. 22. (y) Ibid. iii. 27. (a:) Jonah ii. \, tic. {a) Ibid* 
ver. 10. (^) Pfalm xxii, 4, 5. {c) A£ts xvi. 23, 24, \d) Ibid* 
ver. 25. \e) Ibid, yen i6. 
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were opened^ and every (mis hands were laofed. Thus 
when (/) St. Veter was kept in prifon at Jerufalem^ 
prayer was made unto God^ without ceafifig^ far bim. 
And tho'one would have thought him, whilft within 
thofe walls, to have been fufficiently (ecur*d from 
making his efcape ; yet it came to pafs, that whilft 
{g) be was fleeping betwixt two foldierSy bound with 
two chains^ within; and^ on the outfide, the keepers 
before ibe door kept tbe prifon \ {b) yet this hindicr^d 
not, but that tbe angel of tbe Lord came upon bim^ 
and a light fbined in the prifon ; and be ftnete Peter 
on tbe ftde^ and raifed him up, fajingy Artfe up quicify. 
And bis chains fell off from bis bands. (/) And wba 
tbg were paft the firfi and fecond ward^ they cam 
to the iron gate which leadetb into tbe city^ which 
opened to them of its own accord^ and let .chcm out. 
And Jufiin Martyr tells us of the thundering legjoD, 
which, as it confifted of Chriftians,. fo was a mira- 
culous deliverance wrought at their fuppiication, in 
a time of great neceflity. (k) For when Marcus Aur 
toninuSj and his army, whereof thcfe were a part, 
were like to perifti by hunger and thirft, but efpc- 
cially by the latter of them, not having had a fupply 
of water for five days together ; no fooner did thcfe 
Chriftians proftrate themfelves upon the ground, call- 
ing upon God for their relief, in their diftrefled coO' 
dition, butcuScV 0%^ ^KoXoiiu ovpotwitv^ immediately tbe 
rain came pouring down from Heaven, cooling, and 
refrefhing their own army ; but a ftorm of lightning 
and hail upon their enemies. Sx. Cyprian profeflcd 
the prayers of the Chriftiaw to be their (/) fpiritud 
weapons J and tbe divine darts that prote^ei tbem. As 
Origen (m) alfo declares the prayers of fuch as are r<- 
plenijhed with tbe Holy Spirit to be heard by God; 
and that hereupon he utters bis voice from Heaven, 
and fends fuch bleffed^we^^j, as refrefb tbe foul. And 

(/)Aasxii.5. (^)Ibi<l.vcr.6. (^) Ibid. vcr. 7. {i)VA\ 
ver. 10. (^) Juftin Mart. Apol. 2. (/) Epift. 60. («) ni^ 
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Caiffiantm the Great affirms (n) a rigbiews prayer to 
be an iwvincibk defence \ that it Jhall not meet vntb a 
difappomtment^ when offered up in bolinefs. But it is 
needlefs to infift upon the authority of others, fince 
the H0I7 Scripture is fo full to this purpofe ; and 
eipecially confidering the exprefs promife hi our blef- 
icd Saviour : {0) JJk^ and it jhall be given you : feek^ 
and ye Jhall find : knocks and it Jhall be opened unto 
jfou. For every one that ajketb^ recevoetb\ and be 
ibat feeketb^ findetb\ and to him that knocketb^ it 
Jhall be opened. And again, (p) Whatfoever ye JhaU 
ajk of the Father in my name^ be will give it you. 
Here is a fure foundation to build upon. Others may 
publifli their own experience of the efficacy of their 
prayers ; but our Lord here gives us fuch aflurances, 
as leave no room to doubt, whether our prayers fliall 
be granted, fuppofing them fuch as were fit to be 
made by us ^ and that we. ourfelves put no obftrudioa 
in the way. 

A Prayer for Diredion and Affiftance to pray 
aright. 

I. 

VEeing lam weak and belpkfs^ and at my heft ejtate 
^ I have founds O God^ by fad experience^ that with* 
out thee lam not able to pleafe tbee^ nor know of myfelf^ 
without the affifiannce of thy Holy Spirit ^ how to pray 
for any thing as I ought ; / therefore humbly beg tff 
guidance a^ direSion, that all my petitions may be 
according to thy will\ that when I confefs my fins ^ it 
may be with an intire abhorrence and dete/iation of 
themi when 1 offer up my praifes^ I may do it from a 
truly thankful heart ; when I aJk any temporal bleffings^ 
any deliverance from danger or mifery^ any good thing 
to be beftowed upon me^ whether health of body^ and 

&woliryx»ni nl novtf. Orat. ad Coetnm SaA{b)ruin» c. 26# 
(«) Matth. vii. 7, 8. (/} John xvi, 23. 
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a competency of outward enjoyments \ an inward foaa 
and fatisfaQion of mnd\ or wbatfaever is moft d^- 
table herCy I may be Jure to do it aiway with a perftB 
fubmijfion to thine infinite wifdom^ and when I fue fat 
fpiritual favours^ the forgivejufs of jin^ thy Htdy Spirit 
to enlighten my under/landings to raife my affe&iams n 
tbee^ and heavenly things *y to ajft/i my weakneffes^ aad 
help my infirmities^ and enable me for the performamt 
of whatever thou requirefl of me^ or for eternal ^e 
and falvation \ I may do it in faith and bumHiy^ aad 
m^ watchfully avoid whatever tends to the frujtrauag 
my defires. Cleanfe and purify mf foul from all ibefe 
idle and vain fancies^ tbofe inordinate incUnafions to 
the things of this worlds tbofe carnal dejires and imsa* 
ginationsj and all thofeirr^ular moticns in any kimd^ 
which are too apt to mifemplay my thoughts^ and cod 
ffry affe£iions\ and even when in thy immediate pre- 
fence^ and fuing for the greatejl bleffings I am capable 
of receiving. And ftnce I cannot ferve thee as I zmmldt 
do thou make me to ferve thee in Juch a manner^ as tboa 
wilt condefcend to approve of through Jefus Cbrijl^ our 
hleffed Saviour and Redeemer. Amen. 

Another for the good Sucfcefs of our Prayers. 

II. 
^TVD as thou haft both commanded and encouraged 
•" me to addrefs myfelf to thee^ for a fupply of wJ^t- 
ever I ft and in need of whether in relation to tbis^ or to 
another life 5 hearken to me^ O gracious Lord^ when- 
fiever a fenfe of my duty^ and of my wants, brings me 
to make my fapplicati^ns before thee. Extend thy pity and 
compaffton to me. And ayjfwer not my requefts according 
to f»y own defervings^ but according to my needs^ and 
thine abundant mercies^ in thy dearly beloved Son Jejus 
Chrift our Lord. Amen. 

Eufeb. I prefume, Theodorus^ that you have ftcn a 
Book, written about forcfcorc years fince, by a very 
worthy author, though not commoply taken notice 

of 



in God's Favtmf at prefent. 
oF now. He was fomctime fellow of Emanuel 
in CamMdge ; and afterwards reAor of Inft&w\ 
^tmfinre. And his name was Mr. John Down. 

Tbeod. Hebad feveral treatifes pubiifhed in 
thick juario ; but, I think, not till after his] 
And he was, I find by them, a very confii 
man. But bow came you to mention him noi 

Eufeb. Upon the account of an admirable paflage 
I have obferv*d in him, to the point you was difcourf- 
ing upon ; which is fo full to the purpofe, that I goc 
it by heart fome years ago, and have fmce fo often 
thought of it, and been pleas'd with it, that I am 
ape to think I (hall never forget it. 

Tieod. It does not occur to me at prefent. Be fo 
kind, therefore, as to help me out. 

Eufii. It is at the fifty- fifth page of this book; 
and begins thus : ' Prayer, as Dama/cen exprefleth 

* it, is dmietirti rS vs, the mounting or flying up of 
^ the foul unto the throne of grace. It is the fweet 

< incenfe, that fweet-fmelling facrifice, that favoureth 

< fo pleafingly in the noftrils of our God. The im- 

* portunity whereof, of Jacobs makes us Ifraels^ 

* wreftlers, prevailers with God j that if we will, he 

< cannot go from us, until he hath granted us his 

* blefling. For it hath annexed unto it the gracious 

* promife of impetration. Neither is there any 

* thing fo difficult, or impoffible with man, but by 

* prayer it may be obtained. By prayer, Abraham^ 
« when he was far ftricken in years, and the womb 
^ of his wife Sarah was now dead, obtained of God 

< a fon, even Ifaac. By prayer, Jacob efcaped the 

* fury and danger of his brother Efau. By prayert 

* the children of Ifrael were delivered from their 

* cruel fervitude and bondage in Egypt. By prayer, 

* Mafa ftood in the gap, and pacified the wrath of 

* God, that be deftroyed not his people. By prayer, 

* and the lifting up of his hands, the (tLm^Mqfes over- 

* threw the boft of the Amakkites. hy prayer, Jofima 
^ flopped the courfe of the fun, and God was obe- 
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< dient to the voice of a man. By prayer, Samjh 

« revenged hinnfclf upon his enemies, and ruined the 

* houfc of Dagon upon the Pbiliftines. By prayer, 5$- 

* hmon obtained an incomparable meafure of iivifclom 

* from God. By prayer, Hezekiab^ being at the point 
« of death, had fifteen years more added to his hk. 

* By prayer, Daniel (lopped the mouths of the lions ; 

* the three children quenched the fiery furnace, thai 

* not a hair of their head perifhed ; Jonab was dif- 

* charg'd of the whale's belly; and the prifon gates 
« opened of their own accord, to inlargc St, Peier, 

* It is a panchrefton, available for all things. It 
« cureth difeafes, difpoflefleth devils ; it fanfli/ieth the 
^ creatures unto us, unlocketh the gates of Heaven, 

* and procureth the coming of the Holy Ghoft. ft 

* it feafonable for all times, fit for all places, neceflary 

* to all perfons ; without it, no bufinefs, whatfoevcr 
« we undertake, can thrive or profpcr/ 

^hcod. This is an excellent and true character of 
this duty of prayer. And now, Ancbttbanes^ feeing 
you have fuch encouragement, to pray to God in tbff 
your fickncfs, be fure to do it. And do it with a 
found and unfbaken faith, as being fully perfuaded, 
that God will both gracioufly hear you, and will 
work in you what (hall mod conduce to his glory, 
and the falvation of your own immortal foul. For, 
depend upon it, he is the fame Lord, yefterday, to- 
day, and for ever, (j) His band is not Jhortmed^ ibat 
it Jhall not help ; neitber bis ear beavy^ tbat it cannct 
bear. No; (r) Salvation ihU belongetb to tbe Lcrd^ 
as much as ever ; and bis bkjfing is upon bis people. 
Only let me defire of you, never to forget in whofc 
hand you are, fo as to take upon you to chufc for 
yourfelf J and not rather to commit yourfelf, and 
all your concerns, to the Divine difpofal. And par- 
ticularly, as to your prefent (late, be not folicitous for 
•life. But, forafmuch as you know not what is moft 
expedient for you, leave it to Almighty God to d^ 
(;} lA. Ux. I, (r) Pfalm iii. 8. . 
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termine as fliall beft pleafe him. And be content, in 
all your prayers, intirely to fubmit your judgment, 
and refign your choice, to the diredtion of his infinite 
*wifd6m ; which will be fure to have a regard for your 
trueft intereft, incomparably beyond what any mortal 
friend can have. Remember the petition you have 
juft now put up to him, for a perfeSl fubmiJIum to his 
^willy in whatever concerns this life or world. And 
never fail to prefer his will before your own ; and to 
acquiefce, and fatisfy yourfelf, in whatfoever it Jhall 
be his good pleafure to ordain for you ; after the ex« 
ample of our blefled Lord> who a little before his 
paflion, being nearly afie£led with the apprehenfion 
of his approaching crucifixion, prayed three times 
over to his Heavenly Father, and with great vehe- 
mence and earneftnefs, that thofe bitter pains and 
tortures he was like to fufln^r, might be prevented^ 
and he might not be made to undergo them. Never- 
thelefs, confidering that his Father's will is ever beft, 
and moft eligible, and that the wills of all mankind 
are indifpenfably obliged to yield to it ; he wiflied 
rather that the will of God might be accompliflied, 
than his own, as he was man \ and accordingly fur- 
rendered himfelf to fufier whatfoever fliould be ap- 
pointed him. (j) «y Father^ fays our Saviour, if 
it he poffibky let this cup pafs from me 5 neverthekfs^ net 
as 1 will^ but as tbou wilt, (t) O »y Father^ if this 
cup may not pafs from me^ except I Mnk it^ thy will be 
done. And again, the more exemplailry to (hew his 
ready fubmiflion to the Divine WUI, {u) be prayed a 
third time J ufing the fame yvords. 

Eufeb. If we profefs ourfelves Chriftians, it will 
highly become us all, without doubt or hefitation, to 
follow this blefied pattern, which our great Lord and 
Mafter has fet us, in all our prayers for temporal 
good things, of whatfoever kind. And this courfe^ 
therefore Anchitbanes is neceflarily concerned to take, 
in relation to his ficknefs at this time. If you pray to 
(/) Matth. xxTi. 39. (0 Ibid* ?er. 42. («) Ilricl. vo*. u^ 
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God to remove your diftetnper, and reftore yra 
your former health; that you may yet Udc awhA 
Ungtr^ may fee good days here on earth, and have « 
opporcunicy of lerviog him better, than you haie 
done formerly ; you mud not infift upon your om 
judgment in this cafe. You muft goon to peribfi 
your preparation for your latter end ; and muft tfad 
reflgn up yourl'elf to God, tho* death (hould appear 
before you in ev^r fo frightful a drefs. The* yoa 
were to undergo the (harpcft pains and doloars, k 
order to your diffolution ; you ought, however, » 
remember, that it belongs not to you to chufe fo 
yourfelf. And, indeed, confidering how (borc-fighid 
we all are, and how apt to impofe upon ourlelvcs, t 
is well for us, that we have one who is ingnitely n^ 
to chufe for us. Wherefore, fct before yourfelf the 
example of our blcfltd Lord, when under abundamif 
greater agonies, than any you have felt j and behaw 
yourlclf with the fame humility and fubmiiHon tii^ 
he did« Call to mind how («} U bumbled him^ 
and became obedient unto death ^ even the death of the 
ertfi. And then look forward for your encourag^ 
ment, and iee what height of glory followed ho^ 
upon I how {y) God aljb Ugbly exalted bim^ amd ga» 
bim a nanu^ wbicb is above every name*, that at tk 
name of Jefiis every knee Jhould bow^ of tbi^s o 
heaven J and things in earthy and things under the earth \ 
and thai every tongue JbouLd confefi^ that Jefiis Cbrift is 
Lird, to the glory of God the Father. Remember, 
jnoreover^ vfheit St. Peter tells us, of his fubmiffion 
to his Father's will ; that be not only died to make 
atonement for oor fms^ but to fet us a pattern for our 
imiuiion ; that be (z) fuffered for us, leaving ms a§ 
exantplej that we Jhould fdlow his fieps. 

(flf) Piil. ii. %. (jr) Ibid. vcr. 9, lo, («) i ?«• 2, xi. 
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A. Pcayer for Patience and Refignation to the 
Divine Will. 
I. 
^^ Lord! thy will he d^ne^ and not nine. I ctntfefs^ 
V^ O Heavenly Falter^ that I have ji^fy deferoed 
m^ucb heavier punijbment at thy bandy than this fick*- 
nefs I here groan under. If thou Ihouldft be ex- 
treme to mark what were done amifs, O Lord, who 
may abide it? lam very fwre^ thai I^ poor^ wretched 
finner^ cannot. I have Jinnedy O Lordly I have Jinned 
againft thy holy lawSy and broken thy comnuindments^ 
titnes without number \ and am highfy /enfiblej that 
xvJbat/oever 1 fuffer^ I fuffer defervedfy 5 and Jhould 
ba've done foy had it lain upon me much heavier than 
it ddes, Thouy O Lordy art righteous in all thou hafi 
brought upon me: but I have done very foohflshf^ and 
banje thereby given thee jujl occqfion to have proceeded 
in a far feverer manner againft me. I humbly fubmit 
to the ftroke of thy rody befeecbing thee to give me 
grace y nowy and at aU times ^ to bear whatever thou 
layeft upon moy with both patience and tbankfulnefs. 
Suffer me not fp much as once to murmuTy frety or be 
diffatisfiedy at thy Mfpofal of me. But grant mcy with 
ibe utmoft fubm^ljkn and refignation to thy b^ will^ 
$0 wait thy good pkafure^ and be always upon nq 
watch y till my great charge come \ ina full 4^urance^ 
that I fuffer nothingy but by the direSion of the per-' 
feSieft wifdom and goodnefs \ and wbaty if I be not 
wanting to myfelfy fbaU undoubted^ turn to the glory 
of thy great namOy and the fafety and welfare of my 
own fouly thro* Jefus Chrift our Lord. Amen. 

A Prayer for a fanftified Ufe of Sicknefs. 

11. 

/I Lordy our Heavenly Father y abmgbty and everkfi^ 
^ ing God'y whoy as thou multiplieft thy bleffings arid 
benefits upon mankindy doft Ukemfey at other timesy 
fend ftcknefs and Mfeafes % est her for tbtir correSion 

and 
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and amendmeni^ cr in order to tbdr tranflaiiam vk 
another fiate ; look upon me with an eye of pitj^ im tk 
low and weak condition^ whereto lam reduced. Mifa 
thou all my bed in my ficknefs. Contort me^ 
fufport me^ under this thy fatherly vijitatum. Saa^ 
it to me^ that it may be a means of purifying my lemt^ 
and raifing it up to the things above. And make li« 
me more and more in love with that other ^ belter fteUk 
wherein I Jball neither Jin any more^ nor he Jick^ e 
die any more. I know, O Lord, that of very fM- 
fulnefs thou haft caufed me to be troubled ; §d 
that my Jicknefs Jhall never hurt me, unlefs tbraagb 9f 
own fault. Oh I fuffer me not to be fo much mine em 
enemy ^ as to turn it againft myfelf: but^ of tbj a^ 
Jinite mercy^ turn thou it to my advantage i that, a 
* // gives me a profpeSl of my latter -end^ fo it ma^ at 
duce to make me the fitter for it. Uphold my dro^ 
Jpirits. Strengthen my weak and languifhing fed. 
Confirm all my good purpofes and refolutions. Ad 
grant y that the refult of all may be glory to tJbee if 
Cody and happinefs and falvation to me tbime wnocr- 
thy and finful creature^ Deny me not tbis^ ] m^ 
humbly befeecb thee^ through Jefus Chrifi our Samv 
and Redeemer. Amen. 

Eufeb.God has hitherto been merciful to you ; and 
you need not queftion but he will be fo to the end. 
Jnchith. This is my great fupport. 

Another to the fame Purpofc. 
III. 
T RDi I humbly pray thee^ perfe3 what thou bafi 
•*-^ begun in me. thou God of peace! SanHiJy m 
wholly that my whole fpirit^ and foul^ and hody^ m&j 
be preferved blamelefs unto the coming of our Uri 
Jefus Chrifi. Amen, 

Eu/eb. I hope, by this time, Theodorus has fully 
iatisficd you, that you have no reafoo to conceive, 

th&c 
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that God Almighty has cad you out of his favour, 
though his hand lies fomewhat heavy at prefent ; or 
that he will not hear you, when you call upon him 
as you ought. 

Ancbitb. I thank you both for your kindnefs and 
patience towards me. And I muft own myfelf con- 
vinced, that I have all the reafon in the world, to bear 
patiently, whatfocver it pleafes God to lay upon me. 
You have taught me, that fufFerings are no fign of 
God's hatred ; that he has declared himfelf ready to 
uke care of all that faithfully put their truft in him ; 
that he has made gracious promifes to the Jews ; and 
that thefe are not fo appropriated to that people, but 
that we Chriftians have alfo a right to them ; befides 
thofe others, which have been fince made to our- 
felves ; and that whatfoever prayers we put up to 
him aright, will certainly receive a gracious anfwer ; 
either fuch as we dcfire, or fuch as ihall be better for 
us. All which confiderations you may eafily fup- 
pofe to be no fmall confolation to one in my weak 
and uneafy condition. But give me leave to be far* 
ther troublefome to you ; for this is not all, nor in- 
deed the main of what I defired, and wherein Tbeo- 
dorus kindly undertook to gratify me. For I want 
farther to be informed, how I may know, whether I 
be fo far in God's favour, as that I may reafonably 
expeft to be tranflated into a better flate, when I 
iball be taken hence. 

7beod. This is a matter of the higheft importance 
that can be, and which ought to be ierioufly and 
thoroughly confidered. And it is what I defigned to 
fpeak to, fo foon as the ott)er fliould be difpatched^ 
as now it is. 

Ancbitb. Wherefore, I hope, you will pleafe now 
to enter upon it. 

Tbeod. Our chief defign in attending you, was to 
do you the beft fervice we are capable of ; and you 
will be very little obliged to us, if we (hould leave 
the principal branch of tlie queftion unconfideied. 

EufeK 
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Eufeb. This, in fliorr, is Ancintbanes'% fecond 
quiry^ How be may make a right judgment of hie* 
felf, and the circumftances he is in, as co his fucos 
ftace; by what means he may diftinguifh^ wherte 
he is fo iotided to the promiles of the gofpel, as t|y{ 
he may depend upon his having a right to the hca^ 
venly felicity, when he comes into the other world. 

jiubiib. Really, Sirs, I have now very little coi 
cern for this world, wherein it is probable I may noe 
have many days to (lay: but I would gladly be 
taught, how I may difcern what is like to become cf 
me, at my departure hence* 

Eufeb. And you are certainly to be greatly com- 
mended for employing your thoughts about yoo 
chief inferefl:, and lludying to make y&ur cai&tg ad 
eUSion fare % which is the great bufinefa you ciine 
into the world for, and upon the performance or 
neglc<a whereof depends a happy or miferable «ef- 
nity. 

^beod. Many have undertaken to refolve this io' 
quiry -, and a great part of them have done it wU 
very little fUccefs. Wherefore, that I may duly cw^ 
tion againft fuch miftakes as you miaht poflibly be 
liable to, I muft take liberty to obferve, thai im 
ougbl tp conclude bimfelfin aftaSe 6f grace^ far fame god 
motitms that may mw-and- tben arife in his mhd. {a) M$k 
humbled himfclf at the preaching of the prophet ES^sb^ 
and renf bis clotbes^ and put on fackcloth upon bis fi^^ 
and fafted^ and kf in fackcbtb^ and K»ent fifify % dm^ 
tapiie^ fays the vulgar bible, banging down bis bead\ 
*J'n'> barefopiy fays the Chaldee paraphraft ; fiep byfi^ 
after the manner of mourners ^ fays Vatablus ; hmby 
teftifying his inward grief, and fear for his injuftice; 
thp* fiich as produced no reftitution, or real amend- 
ment, in any refpeft. {b) Simon Magus^ in acknow* 
ledgineat of his wickednefs, defired St. Peter to pro} 
for bim. (c) Herod beard John Maptiji gladly^ and did 
many things in obedience co the do6tnne taught by 
{a) I Kiogs xxi, . zj. {t) Afis viii. 24. (0 Mark ?i. 2a 

faiiD. 
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him. <rf) Felix trembled^ when he beard St. Paul rea- 
Joning ef temperance^ and rigbteoufnefs^ and judgment to 
came. Yet they are all reprobates. Nor, on the 
contrary, may a man condemn himfelf for fome cold- 
nefs and dampnefs of fptrit that he finds in himfelf, 
fo long as his heart is truly fet to ferve the Lord 1 
and he does it to the beft of his power, at that time, 
tbo' not fo fuitably to his delires. As our bodies are 
often out of order, and fo lefs fit for their ufual ope-^ 
rations; fo are our fouls too; infomuch that the 
beft Chriftians do not find themielves always alike 
difpofed for God's fervice, nor able to worfhip hini 
with the fame fenfible fervour and afFedion. Yet ought 
not fuch to be difcouraged, or to diftruft their own 
condition, becaufe their minds, thro' the infirmity of 
the body, are not always in the fame happy temper. 
They fliould rather argue with themfelves, that, this 
not being in their power to remedy, their bufinefs is 
to bear it with a chriftian patience ; and, though to 
be fincerely humbled for it, yet by no means to 
miftruft the mercy of God, or defpair of the accept* 
ance of their devotions, much lefs of their falvation, 
by reafon of it. It is the beart^ as I ihall obferve 
more fully anon, that God looks for ; and cut ofwbicb^ 
as the wife man fpeaks, {e) are the ijjues of life ; and 
fo long as this is right, they need not diftrufl God*s 
favour, by reafon of fuch weaknelTes and imper- 
fedtions, as are naturally incident to this frail, mortal 
ftate ; and fo are unavoidable by us, whilft we remain 
in it. Neitber ougbt any one to tbink tbe better of bim* 
ftlf beoaufe bis confdence fomeiimes recoils j and is un- 
cafy^ and cbecks and rebukes bim for wbat be does amifs ; 
; tfsi be cannot commit bis fins witb tbe fame eafe and 
unconcemednefs tbat tbofe about bim do. This (hews 
him not to have fmned, himfelf, beyond all fenfe of 
dttty, and that he is not yet pa/l feeling ; (/) but not 
that he is freed from the dominion of his fins. 
(W) Ads x»v. 15. (#) Pro?, iv. 23. (/) Ephef. xv. 19. 
I Know 
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(g) Know ye not^ fays St. Pmlj that to whom ye jaSf 
jourfelves fervanis to obey^ his fervants ye are to wbsB 
ye obey \ wbeiber ofjin^ unlo death \ or of obedience^ aA 
rigbteoufnefs. The qucftion therefore is not, whether &' 
be obeyed willingly, or unwillingly ; but whether ii 
be obeyed at all: for, if it be, the man is yet ck 
fervant of fin ; in like manner, as, among men, i 
fervant is a fervant, whilft he continues to ferve ha 
mafter, tho' poflibly he n\ay do it but with an us- 
willing mind. His checks of confcience may prove 
of very good ufe to him, if ferioufly attended to, be- 
caufe they naturally direft to an amendment of whic 
he thus reproves himfelf for. And happy he, if k 
make a right improvement of them, by a fubfequesi 
care never to incur the like guilt again, whatfoevtr 
temptations he may meet with to it. But, unlefs tbq 
produce this good elFeft in him, they will but iD- 
creafe his guilt, and add to his condemnation i and, 
inftead of intitling him to heaven, will fet him at a 
greater diilance from it. Beloved^ fays St. JoBh^ {b) 1/ 
our heart condemn m^ God is greater than our hearty 
and knoweth all things. As much as to fay ; If oar 
heart condemn us, God, who obferves all the morions 
of our heart, and knows all the wickednefs that is 
entertained there, will be fure to "condemn us too. 
Wherefore it will be impofliblc to interpret this 
doctrine to the comfort and fatisfadion of him who 
fins againft his confcience, and fo Hands felf-con- 
demned. His finning, when thus warned againft it, 
argues him to have a fenfe of bis duty, and the uo- 
reafonablenefs and danger of tranfgreflTing it; aod 
that hence he cannot fin upon fo cheap and eafy terms 
as others may. Let no many therefore^ flatter himfelf^ 
fays bifliop Taylor ^ very juftly, (/) * that he is a rc- 

* generate pcrfon, becaufe, tho* he is a fervant to fin, 

* and a6ls at the command of his lufts, and cannot 

* refift in the evil day, and Hand the (hock of a tempu- 

(g) Rom. vi. 16. {h) I John iii. ao. (/') Undm Ncceflar. 

ch. 7'. fcdl. 5*n. 35. 

* tlon. 
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^ tion^ jtt he finds an unwilHngnefs within him^ 
« and a ftrife again fin. — —Every fuch perfon is a 
« fervanc of fin, and, therefore, not a fervant of the 
< Spirit ; but free from, that is, not ruled by the law 

* of righteoufneiSi Aidagcun^ If an nnregenerafe per^ 

^ fan did always fin willingly, that is, without re- ^ 

* luflancy, and ftrife within % and the regenerate did 
f fin as infallibly^ but yet fore againft his will y then 

* the regenerate perfon were the verier flave of the two % 
^ for he that obeys willingly, is lefs a flave, than he 

* that obeys in fpight of his heart. A wicked man 
may not be fo hardened in his wickednefs, nor his 
confcience fo feared, but that he may, fometimes^ 
find ftrong reludancies in himfelf, before he can bring 
himfelf to comply with a temptation. But if he do^ 
however, work himfelf up to fuch a compliance, this 
ihews the greater malignity of his heart, and that the 
is yet in the gall of Irittemefs^ and the bond of iniquity^ 
Some fins too are of fo heinous a nature, and offer 
fuch violence to the foul not fully fettled upon its lees^ 
that a man may be wicked to a great degree, and yet 
not be able to venture upon thefe, without a flruggk 
and confliii within himfelf, before he can refolve to 
commie them. In which cafes, the finner not only 
remains a finner ftill, notwithilanding thefe reproofs 
from his confcience \ but he \i fo much the greater 
finner, from having broke thrp' all thofe impediments 
to get at his fin. A man may likewife not onfy ie taught 
his duty^ but convinc^df moreover, of the neceffity of per* 
forming it j and that he is a pernicious enenrf to his own 
foul^ if he do it not ; may a^ove of what is excellent, and 
commend and admire it in others \ as it is well known, that 
manf applaud virtue in their thoughts and words, that 
yetfhew but little regard for it in their aSiions ; may for-- 
fake divers of bis lefs tempting fins, and fometimes fuch 
as are not to be caft off without fome violence offer d to 
himfelf, and his corrupt inclinations ; i»^ be obfervant of 
the ordinary offices of religion •, may bejlowfome charities^ 
and fometimes feek to make up differences among fi his 

Q^ neighbours j 



^dgbbcurs\ {k)may faft, and pay tilb$s^ as the 
pharifee did^ and de many other good dadsy andyei 
Jhort of Heaven. His obedience tnuft be (erious, and 
uniform^ and conftant, whatfoever temptations be 
meets with lo the contrary, if he wouM not be foood 
of the number of thofc, who {I) jball Jeek U enXtr h 
at the fireigbt gate^ and /hall not be able. He muft 
renounce all his moft beloved lufts ; muft («v> eU^ftam 
from all appear ame of evil; and oiuft (») perfea boB- 
nefs in the fear of God^ by [o) keeping the c^rnmaxd" 
• fnentSy before he can hope to "enter into life. Neiihir 
may we prefume ourfelves fafe^ hecaufe of our lave to tii 
inflrumental duties of religion y fuch as hearing and read- 
ing God*s word, attending upon the preaching of if^ 
receiving the bleflcd facran^ent, fc?r. fo long as we 
have not a like (/) regard to all God's commandments. 
' One fpend& a great part of his time in hearing fer- 
moRS, running from one church to another ; as if 
the whole of Chriftianky confifted in inquiring after 
God's wil^ rather than in a diligent and confciemioaf 
performance of it ; and fo, being {q) a hearer of the 
ifoord^ but not a doer of it^ deceives his ownfelf Another 
rs \ktrj obfei^vant of his times of devotion^ both in 
pubticit and private ; and is careful to admonifh bis 
neighbours, and invite add encourage them to a like 
deportment : and fo far ia well: But yet, how good 
an opinion foever he ' has^ of hihileif upon this ac- 
count, he ought to know, that it is not enough, that 
the(e duties be performed ; but an eye muft alio be 
had to tlie end of them, which is the making os 
(r) holy in all manner of converfation ; and till they pro- 
duce this good efieft in us, the tiue intent and ddign 
t>f them is not anfwerV]. Again, another is very 
defirous to partake of the holy evcharift upon all op- 
portunities, and accordingly is fure to be there when- 
ever it is adminiftred, and carries himfetf very de- 

(^) Luke xviii. 12. {!) Chap. xiii. 24. («) i Thcf. v. 22. 
(«} 2 Cor. vii. I. {0) Matth. xix. 17. (/) Pfel. cxix. 6. 

tf) James i. 2a. (r) i.JPet.J. 15* 

voutly 
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IN^uttf at It. He takck care too to prepare hlttifclff 
Ibr fome time beforehand, for this holy ordinance, 
by a diligent examination into his own heart and 
Wrays, a renunciation bf all his fins, and a refolution 
ilid promife of better obedience for the future ; and 
[lencc he concludes himfelf a good Chriftian, and a 
Tippy man. Yet, let fuch a one remember, chat 
ixcept he t-educchis good purpofcs to praftice, unleft 
fiiS \\it be all of a piece, and he approve himfelf a 
(aint out of the church or clofet, as well as in it ; fie 
is yet but ia\ ill proficient in the fchool of Chrifti 
Thcfc fbrementioned, and the otheb like duties, are 
indeed of great height in our religion^ and ncceffar^ 
parts of it \ and are of fuch excellent ufe in order tb 
our growth in grace,- that he who performs them as 
he ought, may juftly be faid to be ^t far from tht 
kingdom of Htaven^ and its eternal felicity. And yet, 
AS near as he is, if he depend upon thefe duties, and 
have nothing elfe to make out his title to that bleffed 
place^ he will never come thither. But whatfoeVef 
notion either himfelf, or athers, may have had of him^ 
becaiiie of fuch hte deportment^ here in this worlds 
he will find himfelf in a deplorable condition when 
he comes into the other, (i) The facrffice of the wicked 
U an abomination t$ the Lord. And be that turneth 
mvay bis ear from bearing the law^ that is, from attend- 
ing to and obeying it, (/) even bis prayer Jhall be an 
abomination. Almighty God, by the prophet Ifatab^ 
moft exprefly declares againft this fort of religion; 
as noway acceptable to him; and directs to that which 
is more real and fubftantial : * as whofoever pleafes 
Way fee in the firfl: chapter of tfaiab^ the thirteenth 
and feven following verfes. And in the New Tcfta^ 
ment, fays our Savloor, {u) Why call ye me Lord^ Lord^ 
and do not the things that Ifayf And again> {x) Not 
every one that faith unto »^ Lord^ Lord^ Jhall enter into 
thi kingdom of Heaven ^ hut he that doth the will of my 

(/) Prov. xy. 8. (r) Chap, xxviii. 9. («) Loke vi. ifi^ 
Vr) Mfltth. vii. 31. 

Q^5» Fatbet 
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Father which is in Heaven, k is not profcfiiag im 
Dflme, and worftiipping and praying to him^ du( 
will capacitate us for lalvacion) nor any thing k6 
than a fincere and unxverfal obfervance of the precqxf 
Ke has given us in charge. AAuh lejs may amy am op- 
peS to be faved for his adherence ta a feS or party ^ ad 
bis zeal for promoting its interefts^ and efpecially bf 
unjuftifiabib and wicked means, (j) It is certainij 
good to be jealoujly affeSied always ; but then we mu^ 
be fure )thtina good things and (z) according ta knev- 
ledge \ for otherwife the consequents of it may be veij 
terrible. It was {a) St. PauF^ zeal that put Im 
upon perfecuting the church of Chrift. Yet he was 
/o far from valuing himfelf for it, that he calls hioh 
jclf {b) the chief of ftnmrs^ and profcfles of himfelf, 
that he was {c) not worthy to be called an apofile ; aod 
for this very reafon, becaufe he had perfecuted she cbnri 
of God. Men may poflTibly pleafe themfelves wkk 
fuch a aneal, and may think themfelves no meao 
Chriftians for it ; but it is a very indifferent iign, tbif 
Cbrift Jefus is truly formed in them. Schifms and di- 
vifions are fo highly difpleafing to Almighty God, 
that throughout (Jt) St. PauTs epiftles, perhaps yoi 
will not find any onefin, agabft which he fo fre^* 
^uently cautions his readers, as againft this. And is 
the antient church it was efteemed of that beinoos 
nature, {e) that martyrdom itfelf was not thought a 
fufHcient expiation of it. And fuch mud therefore 
be mod deftruAive cafuifts, who can look upon eiD' 
parking in fo dangerous an evil^ as a token of a holy 
and good mind. It is what fincere and well-meaoing 
perfons may ibmertmes fall into; but it is certainly 
uo part of their goodnels, but a great blemifh to i^ 
and a leflening all their brighteft virtues. So far i| 

(y\ Gal. iv. i8. <«) Rom. x. ». {m) PhrL iii. 6. {h) i Tim. 
L 15. ^ (c) I Cor. xr, 9, (d) Rom. xv. 5, 6. oo^xvL 17, 18. 
I Cor. L 10. OMiixW, 3. amJxu 18. Gal. v. so. Eph. iv. 3,4., {,6^ 
Phil. ii. f, andm, 16. 

(/) B. C;rpr. Epifl. ^^ and So. OpUt. Milcv. C. Parmen. 1, x. 
Cbryfoft, la Ephef. bom. ii. 
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It from being any fort of evidence forNheir juftifica^ 
tion and falvation. 

Eufd^, Has this zeal for a party ever b^en hid 
down, as a teft of our difpoficion in order to a future 
ftate? J 

^heod. Never that I know of tn (b many i^ords ; 
but the great regard that is ordinarily (hewn t(/ it by 
thofe of the fame party, and the encouragement they 
ufually give to one another, as if all that fuffer^d in 
fuch a cafe were martyrs for Chrift, feems fe naturally 
to imply it, that this gave me occafion to caution 
againft fuch a felf-decetc. \ 

Eufeb. But feeing there are fo many fe6b and bve- 
fiea, divifions and fubdivifions, do not you think, t|at 
every one is nearly concerned to adhere faithfully to 
what he is fully fatisfied is right, and to promote it to 
his power, whether by doing or fuffering ? And if he 
die for it, may he not look upon this, as laying down 
his life for Chrift; and confequently may he not 
reckon himfelf one of thofe to whom our Saviour has 
promifed, that by laying down their (/) lives for bis 
Jfkie, they Jball fave them to all eternity. 

need. No doubt, every one is nearly concerned, to 
(jg) contend earmfilj far the faiib that was once delivered 
to the faints^ and to be ready to fufier and die for it. 
This is fo neceflary, that our Saviour aflfures us over 
and over, that (uch as decline fuHering here for his 
fake, fhall fuflTer for ever hereafter for their own folly. 
For this is the plain import of thofe words of his, 
{b) Wbofeever will fave bis life, fbdl hfe it, {i) He 
ihat taketb not bis crofs, and followetb after me^ is not 
worthy ofme% {k) Wbofoever fbaU be ajbamedofme, and 
of wy words, of him fball the Son of man be afbamed 
when be fbaU come in bis own glory ^ and in bis Father* s^ 
and of the holy ^ngeb, with other like expreflions. 
Wherefore I muft beg leave to obferve to you, that what ' 
I have faid as to this point, was intended only for ' 

(f) Mark ¥111. 3^. and Luke !x. 24. {g) Jnde 3. {b) Matdi* 
vih 25. {i) Chap. X* 38. (i) Luke ix. 26. 

QL3 «**«fe 
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tnefe purpoTes. Firlt, to regnind perfons that they tx% 
to be very well afiurM they are in the right, before they 
i^ke upoQ them co appear zealous for their own no- 
tions and practices, and thofe of their party, how 
numerous foever, and whatfoever fpecious (hew of an 
v^nieigned piety t;|;vey may make. Tbjfa they are obliged 
to take an efpecial care of, and to ufe their yCBioft 
diligence and impartiality » in order to a right inform* 
alion qf themfclytfS;, Ie(t otherwife they really (in againfl: 
uod, whilft they ^hink thcmfelyes (/) doing pimfervice\ 

3 ad incur chat dreadful woe, which our ble0ed Sairiour 
enounced againft.the Scriies and PbarifeeSf for their 
unwearied dihgence in profelytipg others to their fe^i 
and prefling their wopted (^ri^oe(Ies upon them: 
(m) IVoe unto you^ fcrtbts andpbarifees^ iypocrites: ffirjf 
igmpafs fea and land to make one frofelyte \ and when be is 
made^ ye make bim twofold more tbe cbild of bell tban 
your/elves. Next, to caution that they be not content 
tious and quarrelfome, when in (he right, but temper - 
their zeal with prudence and gentlenefs, and a tendemei) 
of heart towards fuch as di&r from them ; that their 
zeal, in ever fo juft a cauie, do not tranfport their^ 
beyond the bounds of their duty^ and put them upon 
any indired and pnlawful oneao^, for the maintenance 
pf what they have undertaken ; ftudying by all (ail 
ways, but none other than fpch, to juftify themfcWe* 
and their profeflion, as becomes the followers of thp 
meek and holy Jefus. But that which I chiefly in- 
tended is, in the laft pla<re, that none ever expcft 
their :^eal for the bcft of caufes, the weightieft of 
truths, or the moft truly chriftian doctrines, (houM 
^ver make atonement for their vices and immoralities. 
Right principles w^H by no means fpit wrong prac- 
tices. And let a man. be ever fo orthodox in bis 
belief, or regular in^ bis worfhip^ or conftant to fon>« 
difcountenanced chriftian <i^oy, all the concern he 
pan (hew, in behalf Qf fuyhi decried part of his reli- 
gion, Will never recopimcnd him to Almighty Codg 
(7) John xyi. z. (w) Matth. xxiii* t^. 
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j^ in other refpofks be allows himfelf to transfers his 
laws. And I have therefore often wofider'd to fee 
fuch as could fuffer to a great degree, for the fake of 
^ good confcience, to be yet fo unconfcientious as co 
indulge themlelves in cuftomary fwearing or intcm^ 
perance, cheating, or other like immoral and (hame- 
ful courfes. If luch do not think to make amends^ 
for ihcir loofenefs in oac refpcA, by their cxaftncft 
in* the other, 1 cannot tell why they Ihould chufe 
CO fuSer as they have done : and yet, if they do think 
it, they grofly deceive themfelvcs, as they will be fure 
^ ac length to find to their coil. But I have already 
infifted too long upon iliis fifih particular j wherefore 
I I leave it, and proceed : (Ve art by no means to judge 
cur/elves in God's favour^ and heirs of the glory be has 
promised to bis faiibjul fervants^ from our regard to men 
cf exemplary pety^ arid the great veneration 9oe have for 
them. This, I remember, has fometimes been laid 
down as a rule, whereby for Chridians to take a viev 
of the (late of their fouls. But with how little reafon, 
will evidently appear, if yoti but call to nuhd, that the 
mod profligate wretches icaaDOt but ever and anon 
betray the reverence they inwardly bear to (uch as, ac 
<»ther tiQ3es> they would be thought co have the 
great^ft aver£on to, and whom they would reprefent as 
fools and madmen, for nst running into the fame excefs 
of riot with tbemfelves. Virtue commands a refpecl, 
even from the incorrigibly wicked, which, with ajl their 
arts, they cannot fo totally fgpprefs^ as that it fhall 
not frequently difcover itfelf. And tho' others, who 
are not fo entirely devoted to their lufts, may have a 
greater veneration than thefe, for fuch as they fee 
truly holy and religious ; the moft that can be colleft.- 
ed from hence is, that they are not fo wholly aban- 
doned to their vices as thefe 5 not that they have made 
fuch proficiency in ChrijQiianicy, as to capacitate them 
for the heavenly felicity. Nor^ fairtber^ may a man reckon 
himfelf fafe^ purely from bis reliance upon Cbriji for faU 
Wtu9n, A do(^rine the holy Scriptures never taughr, 

0.4 ^^< 
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the' fome men hive ! It is true, it is Cbrift alone clue 
has purchafed this falvation for us ^ and who freely 
offers it to fuch as will be prevailed with to capacitate 
themfelves for it- He calls and invites, and prcfles 
and befeeches finners to be reconciled to God. Buc 
then it is to be confider'd, that this ieing reconciled ie 
Gcdf implies more in it, than a bare reliance upon 
Chrift. It implies in it no lefs chan a hearty and finceffe 
repentance, and amendment of life -, which is ofcca 
(«) injoined.in Scripture, and {o) without which there 
is no poflibility of being faved. And accordingly, 
our Lord himfelf declares, that whofoever (^) wUl 
enter into life^ muji keep the commandments. This is a 
neceffary condition of the gofpel- covenant, which 
whofoever does not faithfully fee himfeif to perform, 
can have no hope of Salvation. And tho' ic be (aid, 
that {q) by the works of the law no fiefb Jhall bejttjiified^ 
but only by the faith of Jefus Cbriji^ this is very far 
from implying, that our juftification, and conlequemly 
our Salvation, does not depend upon the works of the 
Gofpel, when our Saviour and his apoftles Co con- 
ilantly teach it does. Not that any fervices we aro 
capable of paying, can any way merit our falvarion, 
this being the purchafe of Chrifl:*s blood, and which 
is to be obtained onl^ through his mediation ; buc 
only they are the indiipenfable condition of obtaining 
it, our blefled Lord having undoubtedly afTured us, 
that he will beftow it upon no other terms, (r) but 
of repentance unto life, as well as faitb^ and depend- 
ence upon him for it. And agreeably hereto is the 
apoftlc St. Paul to be undcrftood, when he profeflcs 
his defire, {s) to be found in Cbrifl^ not having his own 
righteoufnefs^ which is of the law ; but that which is 
through the faith of Chriji ; the righteoufnefs which is of 

(ff) Matth. ill. 8. i>ff</lv. ly.andix, 13- Marki. t^.a/i^vu I2, 
A^s ii. 38. attJxvn, 30. andxx. 21. and xxvi. ao. Rev. ii. 5. 
^^xvi. 11. and III. 19. 

{0) IHark 1. 4. Luke xiii. 3, f . andxxiv, 47. A£b iii. 19. and 
V. 31. andxi, 18. '2 Cor. vii. lo. 2 Pet. iii. 9. 

(/) Maub'Xix. 17. (f) Gal.ii. 16. (r) Adsxx.ai, (/)PhiJ.ii.9. 
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led hy faitb. Where it is plain the apoftle does not 
diftinguifh between faith in Chrift, and obedience to 
the precepts of his gofpel, of which faith in Chrift is 
erne, but purely between a legal and evangelical obe* 
dience. And the righteoufnefs he difclaims, is not his 
t^fervance of the laws of the gofpel, but, as himfelf 
tcUs us, fuch as is {ty of the law, that Jewijb law 
wherein he had been educated, and bad lived a 
ftriA obfervcr of its rites and ceremonies, a pbarifie. 
All thefe, fays he, I now defpife, in coniparifon of 
^he ineftimable advantages that are to be expedled 
by the purer, and more divine, and heavenly religion 
of the gofpei *, that religipn which confifts in a belief 
of the Chriftian dodrine, and obedience to its com- 
mands. A dodrine that has taught pur duty more 
plainly than the law did, has given far greater en- 
couragement to, and has promifed greater affiftance 
in the performance of it, and has fhewn us how our 
failings and dcfefts may be pardoned thro' Chrift, if 
we but take care to ferve him fincerely, according 
to our power. And, in this ienfe, is that other text, 
referred to likewife, by the affemhly of dhines, in their 
larger Catecbifm^ to be taken •, («) To him give all the 
prophets witnefs, thai through bis name^ wbofoever be-- 
lieveth in him, jflball receive remiffion ofjsns. And that 
other faying of St. Paul and Silas to the convert jailor^ 
{x) Believe in the Lord Jefus Chrifl, and thou fbalt be 
faved. In neither of which places is faith to be 
taken as an adl of reliance upon Chrift, which, the 
apoftle St. James aflures us, {y) is dead when iUone^ 
and not accompanied with good works ; but it is an 
embracing the doctrine of the gofpei, and a fubmif- 
fion to all its precepts and injundions, {z) as without 
which there is no pleafing God, or hope of being ac- 
cepted with him. In a word, a refolution of all our 
grounds of falvation, into a mere dependence upon 
Chrift, is no lefs than a total fubverfion of his Gofpei; 
which does moft certainly require this dependence upon 
(/) Adb xxvi. 5. («)Aa8x.43. (^jCbap^zriji, (;) James 
If. H» («) H«b« w- H« 
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bicp for the forg|ivei>efs of our fios, -and the accq 
gnce of our defective, imperfeft ffrvkes, wh^^ we iw 
ufed our own unfeigned cnde^vaurs, to qualify m 
ielves for bis oicrcy \ hut^ from one end of it to n 
ocker, inculcates che miferabk conditioo of fuch i 
indulge themfelves in any fort of fin, and ib aren 
nuH $0 bi partakers of the inheritance of the /aints i 
light. Of luch it aflfures us» beyond all coocradidia 
that they {a)fi>allbe puni/hed with everia/littg define 
from the prefence of the Lord^ and from the glory cfk 
power \ when be fiall come to be glorified im bis fmA 
and be admired in aU them that believe. So that m 
thing can be more vain and unreafonable^ than a 
expeaatbn of happinefs by means of fuch a faith, asi 
ibf DO avail, when feparaced from that obedience, whki 
the Gofpel all along fo neccffarily requires in orda 
to falvation. I am fure, in our bleiTed Saviour's ac- 
count of the lad judgment, be teaches, {k) that al 
ihall have their final fenteoce pafled upon them ac- 
cording to their having dooe, or act done» what vs 
required of tbem. And the apoftle St. Paul affirms a 
expredy as may be, that {c) we mufi all appear b^en 
f he judgment'^ of Cbriji^ that every one may receive i^ 
reward, not according to his faith ftridly taken, bia 
according to hii obedience in general : for ib it fol- 
lows, according to that be bath done in tie body^ wb^ 
U be good or bad* It is not therefore faith alone thit 
wiH obtain our falvation ^ but faith together with its 
efFeds, a faith that is prpdudive of good worksj 
that is CO fay, fuch a belief io Cbrift, as teaches as 
not only to rely upon hia merits, but to ferve him 
faithfully aiJ the days-of our life. Again, II is a very 
falfe judgment hemak^y vobo concludes himfelf at prejait 
to be in a ftate cf grace^ and the right way to fabooM^ 
only bccnufe he is finfible be once was fo^ Tto 
has been poiki«vely kid dowa as an infallible teft, 
ajid m.uch infifted upon,, by divers authors of oo fmali 
charader in their time,, but without any juft reafoos 
(«) a irhoit i> 1^ tp» iff) Mitt, apur. ji, tjff. (r) a Cor* r. ip. 

for 
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for titf tt ts noching more certain, than that {J) a tighr 
U9US man may turn away from bis rigbteoufnefs^ and com* 
put inifuky^ and die in />. And tho' {e) the gifts and 
falling of God are vniboui repentance^ and he will never 
rejefi fuch, as Ibew themfelves worthy partakers of hi$ 
favour, whilft tbey retain their integrity \ yet, on the 
Other band, {J) from bim that bath noty that is, that 
makes not a good improvement of what grace be is 
introfted with, fiallbe taken a!way even tbat be batb. Anc) 
tbo' (g) wbom God once loves^ be loves to tbe end^ if they 
pOQtiiiue proper objefts of his love ; yet this will never 
prove, that he will ftill go on to love them, how 
heinoufly foever they fin againft him. For which rea- 
fon our Saviour cautions his difciplcs, fo to demeaq 
themielves, as that he may have no occafion to with- 
(draw his affcftion from them, (*) As tbe Father batb 
loved mCy iaith our Saviour, fo I have loved you: con- 
tinue ye in nrf love. As if our Saviour fliould have faid. 
Take care to do tbefe things, which ye know pieafing 
to me, that fo I may yet continue to love you. And 
how this is to be done, tbe following words declare \ 
(i) If ye keep rny commandments^ yefhall abide in my love^ 
fven as I baye kept my Fatber^s commandments^ and abide 
in bis love, f^is is the only way to have his love con- 
tinued to us to the laft. And wbofoever adts other- 
yrife, has all the re^fon in the world to fatisfy himr 
feif, that he is working out his own deftruAion ; an(| 
rhat therefore his haying been formerly in God's love, 
will ftand him in no farther ftead, when he has agaii^ 
fhewn himfcif unworthy of it. The Scripture teaches 
very plainly, that men may (k) run well at the firft, 
and yet afterwards be hindered^ tbat tbey fhall not obey 
tbe trutb \ that fome, after they have been once in the 
right way, may neverthelefs (/) drawback unto perdition^ 
as well as others go on to tbefaving of tbeir fouls. Men 
may have proceeded fo far, as not only to have been 

{fj Ezek. xviii. 26. (/) Rom. xi. 29. (/) Matth. xiii. 1 «. 
(;) John xiii. i. (A) John xv. 9, (/) Ver. lo. (i) Gal. v. 7. 
(f)Hcb.x.39. 
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enlightened^ or baptized into the Chriftian churcfa* be 
to («) have taftedoftbe heavenly gift y enjoying the pn- 
irileges of Chriftians, pardon of fin, and peace of cioa-| 
icience, and beeh made partakers of the extraordioflfj 
gifts of the Holy Ghoft^ and have tafied the good xvordtf\ 
Cody and the powers of the world to come^ as the ageir 
the Gofpel is called, having had experience of tk 
promifes of Chrift, and the wonderful works of macj 
wrought for mankind by him ; and yet mzy fall awj 
lb deiperately, that it liall be impoffible to renew tbm 
again to repentance. L<^ no one therefore deceive him* 
felf wich this, that he was once a child of God, and 
heir of glory, and for this reafon muft be always k. 
For unlefs he retain his fenfc of duty to the laft, he wffl 
find himfelf upon the left-hand, when he comes attbe 
great day to appear before his Judge. It is i6^ oolf 
{n) who endures to the end^ that Jhall befaved. And tS 
elfe will have their hopes dreadfully difappointrd, 
when they come to hear their final fentence paflfed upon 
them. They may have deluded themfelves in'thfir 
life-time, with the thoughts of having been once in the 
way of righteoufnefs ; but will at length be convinced, 
to their eternal forrow, that they have not been ib 
wife as they thought themfelves. For fuppofing the/ 
are not miftaken concerning their former flare, ami 
that they were once in as good a condition as thef 
imagine, their apoftatizing afterwards is at ]eaft as 
certain a fign, they are now out of the way of falvar 
tion, as their utmoft attainments in religion ever cooM 
be, that they were at any time in it. Nor^ againy mof 
a man conclude himfelf fafcy becaufe he isforryfor Insjhssy 
after be has committed them. This I own is highly com* 
mendable in him, and tho beft thing he can do, next 
to forfaking them ; and gives good hopes of his amend- 
ment ; yet it is really no more, than the mod pro- 
fligate wretches can fometimes fay of themfelves. 
Thofe iHus df laniatuSy thofc intolerable ftings of con- 
science, which frequently purfue them, in fpight of all 
(«} Heb. vi. 4., 5r 6. (»} Matih, x. 9^, 
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;be care they can take to (tifle and fupprefs them, arc 

ui undeniable proof, that a man may be greatly trou^ 

bled for^ his fins, without being a true penitent* 

Judas^ we ail know, was fo ; and no one queftions to 

Mfhat place he iventy when he left this world. Where-, 

fore in the lad place, The only true and certain tejt 

whereby to make a right judgment ofourfeheSj is that which 

9ur blejfed Saviour SreSSy for the difcovery of falfe fro^ 

pbeis \ but which is alike ufeful for (hewing all ocher$ 

CO chemfelves, fo as that by the help hereqf they may 

difcern, how the cafe ftands with them, as to the fafety 

or lo(s of their fouls ; namely, hy the fruits they produce. 

By the uprightnefs or obliquity of his conver(ation» 

Mch one may make a £afe trial of himfelf -, and no 

other way that I know of. {p) By their fruits ye JhaU 

know them, fays our Saviour : Do men gather grapes off 

t horns y or figs off thifiksf Even fo every good tree 

hringeth forth good fruit ; hiU a corrupt tree iringeth forth 

evil fruit. Every tree that hringeth not forth goodfruU^ 

is cut downy and caft into the fire. Wherefore by their 

fruits ye Jball know them. A good or bad tree is not 

more naturally difUnguifliable by the quality of the 

fruit it yields, than a good or a bad man, a faint or 

a reprobate, by the conftant tenor of his converfation* 

/End to ieek after any other fort of teft, for the trial of 

our prefent, or difcovery of our future (late, is but to 

put a fallacy upon ourfelves, and perhaps by that means 

to expofe ourfelves to eternal deftruAion. It is he» 

and he only, (p) who feareth Gody and worketh righte* 

oufnefsy thai is accepted with him. Hence, fays St. 

Pauiy {q) Our rejoicings the ground of our oomfort 

and boafting (r), is this^ the tejlimeny of our confcience^ 

that in fimplicity and godly fincerityy not withfiefhly wif- 

domy but by the grace of Gody we have had our c^iver^ 

fatten in the world ^y ^ Not as worldly wifdom would 

* dircft, fays {s) Dr. Hammond, but according to the 

* Gofpel rules, we have behaved ourfelves towards all 
{0) Matth. vii. i6, ^c. (p) Ads x. 3$. (q) 2 Cor, i. u; 

(r) *H navx;riff*i yifAti/f. (/) In loCt 

• men J 
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• men i dnd this I can fay mthyof and cottifo#t«^ An 
ib fays Sc. Jobn^ when laying down cfae marks whcr 
tb difcefn a child of God from a child of ibe devd 
(#) LiV//^ cbildreny lei Wo mm deceiik you ; he tbmi iA 
rigbit9Ufnefs^ is rigbie^us^ even as He is rifbteaus. He A 
Mt^fliinetb Jin is of tbe devil ; for ibe JeviiJluHHSJram ii 
beaming. For ibis purpofe tbe Son of God <aHts nud 
ftfledy ibat be migbi deftroy tbe works of ibe devlL JVk 
fiever is born of Ged^ dotb not commit fin^ for Us fA 
remdinetb in bim ; and be eannot Jin^ becaufe be is M 
^God. In ibis tbe cbildreH of God are mamfefi^ andtl 
cbildren of tbe devil. fVbofoever dotb not rigbieMfhefs^ \ 
not af God ; whereby al^fo is implied, on the concnrj 
ihfit who6)ever doth righteoufnefs, is of God, When« 
k foiloWA^ that a true member of Chrift, and hdt of cb 
kifigdom of Heaven, mild be one who has fb & gol 
the maftery over all his corrupt inclinations aafl 
paflions, that he is fully fet upon doing God's will ' 
16 the utaK>ft of his power ; not daring to aUov 
himfetf hi any known violation of his Lord's coftH 
mttids, tho^ when tinder the greateft prepare and 
temptation. With Jil^^ he reiblres to (tr) held fefi bis 
Uttegriiys and not let it go i and that his beart Jbdiwk 
riprdve bim fo long as be lives. With Dannd^ he {x)^ 
QoddikHiys before bim^ <k\zx. in nothmg he tMj dare to 
^voke his Divine Majefty % who, he oohfiders, is 
prefent with him. And, with 8c. PauU he O) e^ 
etdfei himfeif akvays to bave a confcience void ef 
effsnoe towards God^ and towards man. He be- 
thinks himfeif, that the promifes of God are made to 
the faithful and obedient ; and till he (hall acquit him* 
fdf as (uoh, he can have no pretence of claim to them. 
And this convinces him of the necefiity of keeinng a 
ditigeat waich over himfeif, that he not only never in- 
dulge hifmfelf in any known fin, but that he be not, 
for Wadt of doe care, betray'd into it, throdgh igno- 
itailoei infirmity, or inadvertency. And if he be fo 

(*) I John ill. 7, er*, (») Job axvii. 6. (;r) Ffal. xvL 8. 
^') Ads xxivi. 1 6. 

un- 
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.unhappy as to fall, bdfore ho ts award of it, into an^ 
kind of iin, be iaimediateiy repents of it, laments and 
bewails ic, fucs mod: earneflly to God for forgivenefs, 
and keeps a peculiar watch over himfelf in that parti- 
tular, that he may incur the like guilt no more. This 
he knows is the only way to make his €aUing and elec- 
tion fiart\ and accordii>giy he relblgtely applies him- 
felf to it, and will upon no terms be diverted from 
it. In a Word he ferioufly lays to heart, and takes 
care to follow^ the advice given by the prophet Ifaiab^ 
(%) Seek ye the Lord while ie may befowid^ caH upon him 
while be is near. Let the wicked forjake bis way^ and the 
emr^btious man his thoughts :• and let him return knto the 
Lordy and be will have merey upon him i and to ourGody 
far be wUl ahnndantfy pardon. ^ 

Eu/eh. This we all know, that to turn from our ini- 
quities, and walk faolily before God, in the more diffi* 
cult, as well as the eafier duties of religion, is the furc 
way to pleafe him, and fecons an intereft in his favour. 
But how (hall a man know certainly iVhen be has 
cbne this ! Could he indeed perform his doty without 
any failure in it, it wene eafy for him to pronounce 
of bimidf, that he was in thdf right way to everlafting 
peace and giory^. As alfo, on the other hand, it is 
eafy fbr a wkked man to know^^nto what a miferable 
condition he has brought himfelf, and that till he 
alters his oourfe, and enters upon a new and more 
holy converfation, he can look upon hhnielf as no 
better than a loft undonb wretch, a vefiel of wrath 
fitted for deftrudion. But now betwixt thofe two 
di£Ferenc ftates, ic is in ibme cafes, and at fome times, 
a difficult matter to determine, on which fide of ic 
tiie man is v that is to fay, whether he has arrived to 
fiidi a degi^eof goodnefs, as that he is in fafety, or his 
guilt ilill adheres to him, and fo be is every moment in 
danger of dropping into HelL And bow Aall he do to 
make a right judgment of himfelf in fo nice a cafe ? 
(k) Ifa. Iv. 6, 7- 
c ^ncbitb. 
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Ancbitb. You fey very rigbt^ Eufebius. This U i 
common a cafe, and yet wichal fo difficult to be ctes 
ftated, that I mud again intreat Tbeodarus^s deters 
nation of it. 

irheod. This, I confefs, is the main difficulty. As 
that I may fee it in the befl light 1 can, I fhail ddivc 
what I have to fay to it by way, firft, of advicc» 
then of diredt anfwer to your inquiry. 

Eufeb. Pray what is it you would advife ? 

Tbeod. This is very obvious ; and I wifli all pcrftii 
were as ready to follow it, as they are capable of fit 
ing the reafonablenefs and admirable ufcfuloefsof ^ 
It is no other than this, that every one would fet )m 
felf in good earneft, not to relapfe into fin ^ or, if ^ 
can, to be (liil making greater improveoients in 
ligion, to grew in grace^ purging bimfelf, as far ask 
ihall be able, from all the remainders of his fins, le^ 
iludying to increafe daily in virtue and goodnefs. 
this means his evidences for Heaven will become foio- 
conteftable, that he needs have no doubt about theoi: 
which wpuld be the bed: and molt effectual nki^ 
tion of this enquiry, that it is capable of. 

Eufeb. I thank you, Tbeodsrus^ for your neceffirr 
^nd mofl ufeful advice. And if you be but as happf 
in your anfwer, we (hall be highly indebted to you. 

Tbeod. What I have to anfwer in the firft place is, 
That fo long as a man allows himfelf in any ooe 
known (in, of whatever nature it be, he may depcod 
upon it, that he is but in a bad condition, and has all 
the reafon in the world to fet upon a fpeedy reformatio&t 
left other wife he be fnatch'd away in his fin, and fobe 
for ever miferable. For there is nothing more cer- 
tain, than chat whilft he allnws himfelf in the wittil 
tranfgrefTion of any part of his duty, no ibrrow for 
it, or fupplicacions for pardon, will rellore him » 
God's favour. As Sc Paul teaches, that, {a) ifama 
hejiow alibis goods to feed the poor^ and though he give fo 
boify to be burned^ and hath not charity ^ it profiteth bm 

{a) I Cor. xili. y, ^» 

nothing'. 
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Hoibing ; fo may I fay, though a man (hew eveir fuch 
tokens of troufels and anguifh for his fins, tho* he 
^joater bis couch wiih his tears^ and humble himfelf ia 
lackcloth and afhes, yec unlcfs he renooncc and forfake 
them, all his grief will tOrn to nb accodnc i6 him, ad 
to his everlafting Welfare. It may cither ftavc off tem- 
poral evili, as it fared with {b) Ahab^ and the {c) iVi- 
ne^ites \ or may leffen therii, as in the cafe of (d) Ba^ 
wdy and of (e) Reboboam^ and the princes of I/raeli 
but will never entitle him to eternal happincfs. It is 
not his being forrowful for what he has done amifs/in 
-what degree loever it be, that will denominate him a 
child of God, unlefs he conftantly take care to do fa 
no more. (/) fVhen the wicked man turneth away from 

\ his wickednefs that be hath committed^ and doth that which 
'is lawful and rights we know alTuredly, that he fhall 
fave bis foul alive ; but I do not fee what ground he; 

; can have to hope for falvation upon any eafier con- 

f dition. And hereto agrees that of St. Peter to the 
yews^ {g) Repent^ and be converted^ that your fins may be 

\ blotted out ; plainly intimating the infufficiency of what • 
ever repentance, that is not attended with converfion 
and amendment. And our bleffed Lord himfelf fe-> 

, verely rebukes fuch as profeffed a great zeal and 
honour for him, but did not give a due attendance to 
his laws, fo as ftedfaftly to praftife whatever he had 
required of them : {h) Why call ye me Lcrd^ Lord^ and do 
not the things which I fay? Whence it neceflarily follows, 
that we muft never dare to allow ourfclves in any one 
fin whatever, as if we could hope to be favcd whilft 
we continue in it. 

Ettfeb. This is a very proper and neccffary direc- 
tion i but is not fufficient to fatisfy the confciences of 
moft inquirers. And the reafon is plain, becaufe the 
wcakncfs of our nature is fuch, and the f&brilty of our 
adverfary, and his temptations, are fo prevalent, that 

(*) I Kings xxi. 27, 28, 29. (f) Jonah iii. 10. {J)i Sam. adi. 
13, 14. (0 2 Chron. xii. 6, 7, 8. (/; Eztk, x\m. 27. {g) Aa« 
iii< 19. {h) Luke vi. 46. 
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even when people have refolvcd well, and fet them* 
fclves fcriouQy to put their good refoluticns in exe- 
cution, yet they too often find the fad eflPedls of their 
frailty, in relapfing into fome of thofe fins they had 
but a little before fo avowedly renounced. It is to 
their fhame and forrow that they fall in this manner j 
yet it is plain they do it. Your opinion therefore is 
defired concerning fuch, whether they arc to look upOD 
themfelves as in a ftate of Salvation, or not. 

Tbeod, This is a cafe chat has its difficulties ^ and I 
ihould, for that reafon, be glad to fee it well deter- 
mined by fome more learned and judicious cafuilt. Bur 
however, fince you have put it to me, I will endea- 
Your to give you the bell light into it that I can. 
Here therefore 1 mull obferve, that whenfoever the 
relapfes proceed from a direft and deliberate choice 
of the will, though ii be but now-and-then, if I fay^ 
ihat in this cafe the perfon falls from his (late of fal- 
vation, till he fhall have made his peace with God, 
by a hearty repentance and forrow for them, and new 
relblmions of a better obedience for the future, this is 
no more than to me feems to be fully warranted by 
what the prophet Ezekiel proclaims in the name of 
God to the JrjuS, and by parity of reafon to all man- 
kind : (/) The rigbteoufnejs of the righteous feaU not 

deliver him in the day of his tranfgrejfwn nettberfiM 

she righteous be able to live in the da} that be Jhmetb. 
Av\f\ the learned Dr. Hammond had therefore good 
reaion- to fpeak of fuch a fin, as (^) fauciating and 
vi'ouvding the foul, putting it for a time into a bloody direfid 
€ondition^ fuch as ih^t /hould God before repentance ftrike, 
for ought we knoiv^ there would be no remiffion\ and fo^ 
fearful would be the end of that foul. And fo fays Bifliop 
Taylor : (/) ' When he [the penitent] prevails regularly 

* and diiily over his fin, then is he in a ftate of re- 

* generation •, but let him take heed, for every vo- 

* luarary or chofen fin is a mortal wound/ But to 

(/) Fzrk. xxxiif. 12. [i) Of Coniiicncc^ § 46. (/) Un^ 
N ccc ilar. cap. 'f, [t^, 7, 

pot 
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' put the cafe fomewhat more favourably : Suppofing 
ihefe relapfes are nocpurely of a dxttO, and deliberate 
choice, but proceed only from a want of due care to 
prevent them, by guarding the avenues that lead to 
them, ahd fetting ourfelves refolutely to oppofe fuch 
temptations, as threaten to betray us into (hem; yet 
'ftill I fee no fufficicht reafon to convince me, th£t 
they are not of a deadly and pefnicious confequence^ 
and a ready way to everlafting deftruflion, till fin« 
cerely repented of. I make no qUeftioni but Almighty 
God will foon be prevailed with to forgive thcm^ 
ivhere he fees the mind rightly difpofed, though per- 
haps not yet come to that perfedldn )t is to labour 
after. But till he is humbly and penitentially fought ttt 
for pardon, 1 am very much afraid, that theie fins 
tho' not fo commonly repeated as formerly, not f6 
deliberately and refolutely^ will neverthelefs expote 
the aftor to eternal torment, as certainly, tho* net 
to the fame meafure of themi At leaft it is not fb 
certain, that they will not^ as that a man may ventuic 
his falvation upon it. And I am therefore very fure^ 
that eadi one, upon every relapfe of this nature, ought 
to look upon himfelf as indifpenfably obliged, to riffe 
out of it with all the fpeed that may be, whereby to 
recover, that happy ftate, from which he has faller^ 
and to give himfelf no manner of reft till he has done i'f 
But to proceed one ftep farther, and ftate the ca'e yet ' 

more favourably : Suppofe the man does heartily re- ' 

folve againft thefe fins, and ftrive to conquer them» 
and has done it to a good degree ; but wonted evil \ 

habits, his finful companions, and his dwn corrupt 
nature, ever and anon prevail againft his good por-^ 
pofes and endeavours ; and fo he falls, tho' but ieldom^ 
into fome fingle adls of thenii ; here you would know 
what fuch. an ot\t may think of himfelf. * 

Eufeb. This is what I dcfire. 

Ancbitb. And what I fiiali bs glad to hear VtU 
determined. 

R i ^Mi 
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Tieod4 Now of fuch an one I muft needs believe, 
that he is in the rig.ht way CQwards the kingdom of 
Heaven. But I am forry I muft add, moreover, that 
unlefs he keep on his pace more ftcadily, and be tnore 
wary of the impediments he meets in his pafiage, or at 
Icaft be very quick in turning back, whenever he finds 
himfelf out of his road, I cannot but much doubt, 
whether ever he will enter into that blefled place. He 
is got to the very borders of falvation ; but never-. 
thdefs if he reft there, and da not ftep over to the 
other fide, he will ftill be in danger of falling into the 
pit, which he has almoft efcaped,. but has not yet let 
quite behind him. Thefe relapfes being the eflefts ci 
his former vicious habks, it feems to me, that he is 
to anlwer for them upon that account ; becauie, tho' 
not indulged at prefenr^ it is however his own fault, that 
they ever got, and ftill retain, fuch power over him. 
And it is therefore very fufpicious, that each of tbefc 
is a return into that ftate, out of which he had fcarce 
refcued himfelf. Such an imperfeft penitent is like a 
man, that has ventured too far into the water, and 
is in danger of drowning, labouring for life;, but 
whether he fball hold out to recover the (hore, is on- 
certain ; or like him that takes a great deal of pains 
to get up the hill before him, but flips, and^ is ready 
9t cvtry ftep to tumble down again, when come 
almoft to the top of it. He has in a manner fubdued 
his enemy, yet has not fo totally difabled him, but 
that he is ftill to take heed, that he be not unexr 
pcdedly flain by him* He may have fome hopes id 
C!od*$ mercy, but not without a great mixture of 
fear, left the progrcfs he has hitherto made, be not 
I'ufBcicnt to qualify him for thofe blefled manfions, 
which are promifed only (w) io him that ovcrcomcth. 
And his only fure courfe in this cafe, is, to complete 
K\S repentance, to refolve, and watch, and ftrive, and 
fjrt, and pray, againft thefe remainders of his evil 
babies, and never give over, till, by fhaking them quite 
4»} Rev. iii.. ai. and Tax. 7» 
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{ off, he has cleared his titte to a better ftate. This is 
\ the fafeft refolution of all his doubts, and will make 
, it cafy for him to determine, what portion he is to cx- 
j ped, when he comes into the other world. But till 
this be done, no wonder if he be full of perplexities 
\ and diftrufts, left after death he fhould awake in ever- 
lafting mifery and forrow. I will not take upon me 
to give my opinion pofitively againft him in the mean 
time-, but I muft fay, his cafe is fo very doubtful and 
dangerous^ that i dare not aHure him of falvation, tilt 
\ he ftiall have got out of it. I would much railier beg 
J of him to put an end to the queftion himfelf, by going 
• on to fuch a complete vidory over his lufts, as may 
fhew him to be indeed born of God. Which till he does, 
he will find this effcft of his impsrfeSi partial obe- 
\ dience, that if it does not excJude hinn out of Heaven, as 
there is too juft caufe to fear it will, unlefs a fpeedy 
repentance follow upon his mifcarriag^s, he will be 
left, in the mean time, in the dark, as to his future 
ftate, and will have his mind perpetually haunted 
with jealouGes and fufpicions of what will become of 
him, when he (hall be taken hence. I fpeak not any 
thing of this to diflieartcn perfons, when they come 
to lie upon their fick-bed, and are taking a review of 
their lives paft, in order to their departure hence ; 
but out of pure charity and love to them who a?c in 
health, to put them upon an efFeftual preparation for 
this time, that they may neither have their great 
work to do, when in this condition, nor may go out 
of the world with falfe hopes and cxpeftarions, crying 
to themfclves Peac€^ Peace^ when there is no peace \ 
as in truth there cannot be, when there is any one 
known fin unrepented of. Forafmuch as, till a peni- 
tent has overcome his former vicious habits, though 
carneftly and ferioufly endeavouring ic he can never 
clear his tide to a better ftate, it highly imports him 
therefore to go on ftriving» and give no reft to his 
f jul, till he has got the mattery over them. 

R 3 Eufeb^ 
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Eufeh. But what fay you to fins of ignorance, fqr: 
prize, and inBrniicy ? How (hall a man do to emerge 
out of thefe, fince, after all the care that can be takch» 
we are dill liable to them, and cannot rid ourfelvcs of 
them? - 

^heod. No, nor ever (hall, whilft we continue in this 
world. Thcfc are fuch fruits of our prefcnt feeble 
conftitution, as will not fail to attend us all the da^s 
of our lives. But then it is to be conHdered, that there 
is a great difparity betwixt thefe and wilful fins, bodi 
as to their guilt, and as to the danger of them. 

Eufeb. I do not doubt but all wilful fins are much 
more ofFcnfive to Almighty God, than tho(e that arc 
involuntary, and are far more de(lrudive to the (inner. 
And my queftion therefore was not intended to mean 
what comparifon there is between them ; but purely 
as ro the latter, under what ccnfure they fall, and what 
is like to be the cfFeft of tjicm ? We all find, to our 
ibrrow, that we cannot live ittt from them in this 
mortal (late; and it is therefore of great concern-, 
ment to all, to know what judgment Almighty God 
will pafs upon us for them. And this is what I in- 
, tended to intreat your anfwer to; and I hope I fliall 
obtain it. 

Tbeod. It is a miferable cafe, and a great unhap- 
pinefs, that we are not aBle to ferve God with a 
perfeft and intire obedience, as the law requires. But. 
ic is what we all find too true; and have therefore 
Abundant caufe to be deeply humbled for it. Yet let 
me tell you, that our cafe is by no means defperate 
upon this account. It is a merciful and gracious God, 
to whom we are accountable for all our failings. And, 
JForever praifed be his holy name! he has found out a. 
J-cmedy for us, by the death of our bleflcd Saviour,* 
through whom we need not fear the remi(rion of fuch' 
iins, as are unfeignedly repented of, and thenceforth, 
Watchfully refilled to the urmoft of our power. This! 
is the difference betwixt the firft and fecond cdvc- 

naat. 
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^ant, that the one required a perfeA finlefs obedience, 
without making allowance, fo much as for the un- 
avoidable inBrmities of human nature ; but the other 
freely promifcs forgivenefe to fuch as are («) pure in 
^eart^ and {p) hunger and thirfi after righteoufnefs. And 
io long as they are fincere and hearty in the perform- 
ance of their duty, they need not doubt of their re- 
ward, though they have not attained to that per- 
fection, as to ferve God with the fame exaftnefs that 
the bleffed beings above do. He confiders our frame 
and conftitution, and does not expert the fervice of 
angels, but of men, from us ; and will be fure to 
make his allowances accordingly, where he obfervcs 
an unfeigned defire to pleafe him : infomuch that 
whofoever acquits himfclf to the beft of his ability, 
may fafely comfort and encourage himfelf in a full 
aflurancc, that if there be firfi a willing mind^ a fincere 
and unfeigned defire and endeavour to approve him- 
lelf a true difciple of the ever- bleffed Jefus^ {p) it is 
accepted according to that a man bath, and not according 
to that be bath not. If it were not fo, there were no 
hope of falvation for the beft of men ; inafmuch as 
there is no man living, how righteous foevcr in other 
rcfpefts, that offendeth not thro* unavoidable infirmity. 
(j) There is not ajufi man upon earthy that doth good and 
Jinneth not^ as the wife man teaches. And again to the 
fame purpofe, (r) Who can fay^ 1 have made my heart 
clean^ I am pure from nry Jin ? As much as to fny, 
none can truly affirm, that he has no fuch unruly af- 
feiflions or paffions remaining in him, that fomctimes 
unexpededly difcompofe his righteous foul, and tranf- 
port him beyond his juft bounds. This, as the wife 
man notes, is what none can pretend to on this fide 
Heaven, And fo fays St. John^ (j) If^doefay^ that 'uje 
have no ftn^ we deceive ourfelveSy and the truth is not 
in us\ and again, If we fay^ that we have not fmnedy 

(») Matthf V. «. (0 Ver. 6i (t) 2 Cor. vlii. 1 1. , (^) Ecclef, 
Tfi. to. (r) PfDv. XX, 9. (i) I John i, 8, 10. ^ 

R 4 we 
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we make bim a liar^ and bis truth is not in us r wbick 
words are fpoken fo indeBnicely, as to fhew, that they 
jcxtcnd to mankind in general, teaching that there art 
none that live free from all manner of fin. And ycr, 
as if this were not enough^ the apoftle St. yame^ afErnis 
it to be univerfally true, that there is none, no ooe 
of all Qiankind, who has not his defers and flips. 
(/) In manj tbit^s^ fays be, we oj^end (ill-^ "^irocmi 
nratoiuy^ we all ^ the beft and bolieft not excepted, hivt 
pur falls, and leflcr and more pardonable rnifc^rriag^; 
fuch as, in the Old Teftament, are called tbe Jpots d 
jGod'^ children. For thus we rcadt Deut. xxxii. 5. 
fthy bave corrupted tbemfehes^ their fpot is not ibe ff^ 
pf bis children \ * That is, fays yfinfwortb on the place, 

* not fuch a fpot or blemifli, as is in the fon$ of God 

* through infirmity, whereto all are fubjeft \ but fucfc 

* as is in a pervcrfe and crooked generation, that wiB 
^ not be reclaimed from their vices/ So that it fcems 
(even the children of God, fuch as he owns for his 
fons and daughters, are not without their fpots, their 
flips and failures j but all men are finners ip focne 
refpeft, and even fuch, who in our Saviour's phraie, 
{u) need no repentance. Sins of infirmity none can 
tfcape, not even thofe who are moft circuqiJpccl in all 
refpeds, and the moft careful that can be to abft^un 
from all others. It was the peculiar privilege of our 
blefled Lord, when he aflumed our nature, that he 
was in aU points tempted like as we are, yet wit boat fin, 
But no mere fon of Adam may pretend to the fame 
exemption, this being a pure eflfecl of the conjunc- 
tion of the divine with the human nature. But then, 
for our encouragement, tho* we cannot live without 
thefe frailties, our comfort is, that there is a remedy 
offered for them, through the mediation of our Saviour 
and Redeemer, {x) If any manftn^ we have an Aioo- 
fate with the Father^ Jefus Chrift the Righteous : and hi 
fs a propitiation fcr our Jins \ and not for ours only^ hut 

it) James Ui. 2. («) Luke xv. 7. (x) i John ii, 2. 
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for the fins of the whole world. And if for all our fins, 
then more efpecially for fuch as arccommitted through 
inadvertence, and weaknefs^ and becaufe we cannot 
help it: as is alfo implied in the fore-cited words, 
^bey are not the fpois of Go£s children. For if fuch 
rj^msLin God's children^ notwithftanding thtkfpcis^ then 
ipufl: it follow, that thtir fpois are forgiven them, and 
£6 do not at all endanger their everjafling welfare. 
In a word, our Qod is, as I laid, 9 gracious God, and 
merciful 5 and will favourably accept of fuch an obc- 
dience, as he knows us able to perform. Nor ought 
any to diftrgft his kindnefs, only becaufe they have 
not done that, which was impoffible fqr them to do, 
and lyill be fo, whilft they are men, and not angels, 
and are militant here on earth, and not triumphant 
in Heaven. The natural confequence of which doc- 
trine is, that our fins of infirmity (hall moft certainly 
be forgiven upon a general repentance ; and fo the 
^ood Chriftian has no reafon to doubt of his falvation 
upon their account, 

Eufeb. Thus you have fully proved the little rea- 
fpn there is, for any of us to be in fears upon the 
account of our fins of infirmity. But you have not 
yet told us, how to diftinguilh thcfe fins from fuch as 
^re wilful and damnable ; which is a point of great 
confequence, and the clearing whereof will tend very 
much to the fatisfadlion of the mind ; and without: 
fpmc knowledge whereof, the good man wiH not be 
4ble to pafs a true judgment upon himfelf, 

Theod. This is a queftion too nice to be eafily re- 
folved; and a thorough difcufiion whereof would take 
pp more time, than can be allowed for it at prefent. 
Wherefore I (hall ppt pretend to give you fo full an 
anfwer to it, as you may expeft ; but only to prefent 
you with fome few objcrvations, which I hope will, 
give fome light into it, and in fome meafure facisfy 
your defire. And here I muft plainly own, that it is 

libffoluteljr 
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aljirolutely impoflible to furniOi you with a complete 
catalogue of fins of infirmity, whereby for each one 
CO diftinguifh which fins are fuch, and which not ^ and 
for a very good reafon, becaufe the fame acfls which 
in fome men are the efFeds of weaknefs, and are pure in- 
voluntary mifcarriages, may be wilful in others ; and 
even in the fame perfons too, at other times, and in 
other clrcumftances. At one time, and under one 
fort of temptation, they may be lefs able to with- 
ftand them, than at another. And fomctimcs, again, 
they may be lefs watchful againft them, or ac leaft, 
agitinfl: the temptations that lead to them ; and fo they 
may become in fome degree wilful, though not deli- 
berately and refolutely defigned. And if what is a 
fin of furreption and furprize at one time, may become 
a wilful tranfgreflion at another, in the fame perfoo, 
it is eafy to fuppofe, that it may be much mofc fo in 
difierent perfons. One man is not fo cholerick na- 
turally as another -, and fo that may be an inexcufe- 
^ble excefs of pafiion in him, which yet is pardon- 
able in another, who cannot thoroughly mafter thefe 
unruly motions in himfclf, tho* he ever fo heartily 
defire and endeavour it. Another is of a timorous 
fconftitutton, eafily affrighted by any fudden furprize; 
sind fo is fometimes put upon doing inconfiderately, . 
what he ought not, and what he would have been fure 
pot to have done, if he had been mafter of his own 
thoughts and defigns, and had time to weigh what 
he was venturing upon. Which makes his cafe very 
different from theirs, who have more power over them- 
ielves, and a more undaunted fpirit, and greater pre- 
fence of mind, and fo have their thoughts at com- 
mand, and can fuddenly recolleft with themfelves, 
what is to be done in fuch an exigence, and how 
apparently they muft offend God, and take the 
feady way tp ruin thcm|e)vcs, if ibey aft otberwife. 
^ The 
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^^) The foldiers in Juliatf^ army, who were induc'd tcj 

offer facrifice, under the miftaken notion of paying an 

pfual reverence to their fovereign, before whom they 

did it, foon declared fuch an abhorrence of all idolatry^ 

and of themfelves, becaufe of it, that every one might 

fee this was aji involuntary crime in them i which yet 

)iad it beendone confiderately, and upon due informar 

tion, would have entered them in the number of 

apoftates ifrom Chriftianity, as themfelves openly ac^ 

knowledged, as foon as they were made ienfible of 

What they had been doing. And their guilt was nothing 

like that of their companions, who did the fame thing 

knowingly, and for (2) the fake of what tbiy were like to 

get iy it. And divers other like cafes there arc, where 

the fame a^iion is ibmetimes an involuntary, and at 

other times a voluntary fin, and whofe guilt therefore 

varies accordingly. 

Ancbitb, Here you leave a man at gre^c uncertain- 
ly ; and take a ready way, inftead of facisfying, to in- 
crcafe his doubts and fears. 

Tbeod. I think I cannot be faid to leave the man at 
great uncertainty ; but at fome I do, and inevitably 
muft leave him. Becaufe, as I faid, there is no certain 
diftindion betwixt thefe fins, that will hold in all cafes, 
ifo as that it can be faid. Such and fuch fins are, and will. 
be, fins of weaknefs, and all other chofen and wilful 
fins. However, to make the difference between them 
as evident as I can, I think, firfl^ That wandering 
thoughts, and heavinefs in our devotions, tho\ when 
indulged, they are certainly wilful fins, yet when we 
itrive againft them all we can, arming ourfelves 
againfl: them by fuch medications beforehand as may 
feem mof): likely to prevent them, and in the ad of 

Sozom, Hift. Eccl. 1. 5. c. 17. 

i/iutf^ flwp2 t^XfvatV' ^ ^ x»i9'9i}( oAiAif iWiWIov, tfJi Tiff iaviSv afayiir 

" (jsc) TJ fMtofUK^ x^ii ioaadifltf, Sozoxn. obi fupra. 
'V worfliip 
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wor(hip applying ourfelves to get our minds into ^ 
moft pious and ferious pofture we are able, ftudyii| 
to confine our thoughts purely to the bufinefs wc ait 
about, and to exert our utmoft fervour and devocioo; 
I think, I fay, in this cafe, our coldnefs and wandriogi 
cannot poffibly be reckoned more, than the natural rf- 
feds of weaknefs and infirmity. Secondfyy The fame! 
fay of carnal and athciftical, or any fort of vicioas 
fancies or defires injedled into the mind, and whidi 
could not be forefcen or prevented. If thele be cb^ 
rilhed and meet with encouragement there, they there- 
by become our own, and mult be looked upon as wfJfiif 
fins: but, had they been immediately rejeAed, withck- 
tcftation and abhorrence, they had been cither fins of 
weaknefs, or poflibly no fins at all, becaufe not pr<^- 
ly our own, but fuch temptations rather as our advcr- 
fary had contrived to affault us with. Tbirdfyj To thcfe 
alfo may be added fins of pure and unaffected igno- 
ranee, when we have ufcd the beft means we could for 
our information, but do not yet fee the evil and mif- 
chief of them, nor know them to have been forbidden us. 
Foupthfyj And fuch ISkcwife I take ftrong and almoft 
invincible prejudices to be, when a man unf eigncdly fets 
himfclf to make an impartial judgment of any matter 
jn debate *, but, after all his heartieil endeavours to fa- 
tisfy himfclf, has not yet been able to conquer the er- 
roneous notion he had before conceived of it, and 
which perhaps he fucked in with his mother's milk; 
fo that it has ever fince grown up with him, and by this 
means has got fuch a powerful afcendant over him, that 
it occafions wrong conceptions in him, and fo leads him 
into unfeen errors of praflicc, as well as of judgjnenr. 
Fifthly^ Of this fort alfo I take all fins of mere furprize 
and inadvertency to be, when a man, beyond the intent 
of his heart, is overtaken by a temptation before be is 
aware of it ; and fo, not having time to ^onfider, can 
hardly be {aid in any fenfe to have confented to what be 
did^ when the fuddennefs of the aflault allows him not 
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\o reprcfcnt to himfclf thofc mifchiefs of it, and argu - 
Tients againft it, which could hardly have failed of dc- 
rcrring him from the leaft thoughts of giving way to 
tt 5 through the want whereof it is, that the cempta- 
tion becomes too powerful for him. In this cafe he 
is like a man that is unexpeftedly fcized and bound by 
an enemy, or a robber, againft whom he couM have 
defended himfelf, if he had had warnmg time enough 
to draw his fword, or take out his piftol ; or like one 
half afleep, who inconfiderately does what he would 
by no means have fufFered himfelf to do at another 
time, when ocrfcdlly awake, and matter of himfelf. 
Such are fudden immoderate a6ts of paflion, together 
Tvith the lighter efFefts and confcquences of them, 
which feem not to proceed fo properly from the aftor 
himfelf, as from the furprize he acts in -, I mean, fup- 
pofing him to be one that earneftly ftudics to govern 
his pafllons according to the rules of reafon and re- 
ligion, and is only now-and-then hurried away by them 
againlit his will. Sixthly^ Such again I account all 
unavoidable imperfeftions in the performance of our 
duty ; not only our wandering and unfeafonable thoughts 
in our devotions, which 1 mentioned before, but more- 
over our want of due gratitude to God for all his mer- 
cies, of true humiliation for our fins,, of love to God, 
of truft in his good Providence, and the like. When 
we have thefe virtues planted in our fouls, and do 
ftudy to cultivate and improve them to the beft of 
our abilities, but cannot do it (o that degree we ear- 
neftly defire we could, we may however comfort our- 
Telvcs with this confideration, that thefe and fuch-like 
defcfts and imperfcftions, if they be to be infcrted in 
the catalogue of our fins, muft yet be put amongft 
thefe that are involuntary \ fince we find by fad and 
long experience, that we are not able to get above them, 
the' we ever fo heartily and watchfully .endeavour ir. 
Laftly^ To thefe I only fubjoin fins of forgetfulnefs 5 
when a man fully rcfolvcs to perform fuch a duty at 
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fuch a time, or in fuch a place s and has really cos 
venience of doing it ; but in the mean while foae 
unufual accident or occafion intervening diverts 
mind, and puis this delign quite out of his though 
for the prelent, fo that he remember^ nothing o^ iid 
it is too late. This is a fault of the head, not of tk 
heart or will ; and will no doubt be interpreted b 
Almighty God, as the cfFeft of our mortal feeble cob 
Aicucion ; and will therefore have an anfwerable albv- 
ance made for it. Thefe are the moft remarkablefiri 
of infirmity ; but i cannot fay they are all, nor tfair 
they are always fuch, becaufe the nature of them tsm 
be much altered by circumftances ; and if ac any tiar 
indulged, they may by this means become higUjcrr 
minal, wilful, and provoking (ins. And novroatbr 
contrary, under the notion of wilful fins, I prefoo^ 
thefe at lead are defervedly to be concluded, and to be 
lamented and bewailed as fuch: i. All babiiuelfis^ 
which tho' by the power of cuftom they are gnm 
familiar, and have acquired a great meafure of £beQgth» 
and fo are hard to be overcome, yet are they highly ag- 
gravated by the frequent repetidon of them % and, noi^ 
duly repented of, mud inevitably end in everlafiifig 
deftruAion. Where, by habitual fins, I do not mesa 
fuch defedls and weaknefles as I mentioned before, 
which cleave fad to us, and are not to be (haken off, b; 
all the diligence we can ufe to get rid of them ; but fach 
irregular, unchriftian pradices as any proceed in, widh 
out heartily driving againd them, or trying the mcaos 
prefcribcd in order to a conqued over them. No fin is 
a fin of infirmity, that a man does not hate, and whidi 
he does not in good earned fet himfelf to oppofe, aod 
ufe his hearty endeavour to free himfelf from it. i. M 
known and deliberate Jim. It argues a drange depravitf 
of mind, when finners fee the evil they are about to 
commit, and have time to weigh both the gailt and 
danger of it, and yet refolve not to be deterred from 
it« How fouill foever the fin may be in other re^ieds, 
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this deliberate choice of ic implies a great degree of 
guile, and moft certainly leaves no room to queftion 
v^hether it be wilful or not. 3. AU fins not accompanied 
xvitJb an unfeigned repentance , asfoon as tbey are taken notice 
of. Whenever a good man falls into an involuntary 
ofi^nce againft God, he is no fooner made fcnfible 
of his fault, but he is prefencly grieved for \ty his 
foul is full of trouble, and he can have no reft, till 
he has humbled himfelf for it, and endeavoured, in the 
moft fubmiffive manner, to obtain its pardon, {a) Arifi- 
etle has noted it long ago, as a mark of an involun- 
tary lapfe, that it is attended with forrow and re- 
pentance. And the obfervation holds good, as well 
on the contrary, and always will, that that adlion can 
have no difagreement with the will, that the adlor 
can rcflcft upon with fatisfadlion, or even with indifier- 
ency, and an unconcernednefs for it. For tho* a con- 
feflion of (in, and forrow for it, is no infallible evi- 
dence of a true repentance, until accompanied with 
amendment; yet muft it be admitted, on the other 
hand, that a fin not attended with forrow, and felf- 
abafement in the fight of God, upon the difcovery of 
it, has fo far the approbation of the mind, that the 
ofiender can have no real averfion to it. And it muft 
therefore be owned for truth, that whofoever can re- 
fledt upon a fin thus committed, without a hearty re- 
gret, and remorfe of confcience, for having commit- 
ted it, is no longer to be looked upon as an enemy to 
it. And by confequence, whether he confider it be-, 
fore, or not, his acquiefcence in it afterwards is a 
fufiicient proof, that it is to be reckoned amongft his 
allowed and wilful fins. 4. Sucbjins whereto we knowing- 
fy expo/e our/elves. It is not enough, that I refol ve againft 
my fms, but I muft refolve too againft the known oc- 
cafions of them. For fo long as I am content to put 
myfclf in the way of thefe, how firm foever my re- 
folutions be> it is odds but I fliall foon be overcome. 
(a) Antt^Mf }i TV lv(^vTer Nj u furx^uhtUt Ad Nicoflo. i« 3. c. i. 
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For inftance : Let the drunkard ever (b ferioufljr 

lolve againft intemperance, or the luftful per& 
againft his unlawful embraces, yet unlefs the ooc tak 
care to withdraw from his wonted ill companions, an 
the other avoid the fociety of lewd women, they 
be in apparent danger of returning to their former ?ii 
cious courfes, or at leaft of falling into fome of tbd 
ads of wickednefs they had been fo long accuftoniQ 
to. And whenever they do fo, how far focvcr they hx 
been from defigning it, yet becaufe they had fooli(b!} 
laid the fnare for betraying themfclves into fuch i 
fall, they arc accordingly to reckon it amongft tbor: 
wilful fins. So when one in a drunken fit commioi 
an aft of adultery, of robbery, or of murder, whidij 
he would have abhorred the thoughts of, had he becfli 
fober, and in his right fenfes ; tho* his drunkenoe6. 
was the real caufe of his wickednefs, yet he is by no 
means to look upon it as a fin of weaknefs ; becaafe 
his drunkennefs, which occafioned it, was not ib. Hai 
he aded the fame part in a fit of diftradion, his dif- 
temper would have made it a fin of infirmity ; becaofe 
h^ want of a right underftanding, which was die 
only caufe of his mifcarriage, being an involuntary 
misfortune, and what he could no way avoid, he is 
not to be condemned, but pitied rather, for all dsc 
natural ill eflfeds of that. But* the cafe is very dif- 
ferent in the inftance before us. For drunkennefs be- 
ing a wilful fin, which the finner might and ought 
to have abftained from, and which he had not falica 
into but through his own fault, he is therefore anfwer- 
able for all the confequences of it, and this amongft 
the reft. And fo it is in other like cafes. The free 
choice of the finner, when in a capacity of making it, 
being the caufe of the caufe, is conftrued likewife to 
be the caufe of its efied, and fo makes that a wilful 
fin, which othcrwife would not have been fo. 5. AUfiia 
committed againft the diSates and admonitions of confdenci^ 
cautioning to abjlainfrom tbem. Some^ as has been a! - 
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ready obferved, lay it down as mark of a regenerate 
perfon, that he fins with reludlancy ; and, as they are 
pleafed to apply St. PauPs words, {b)wbatbewotdd^ he 
iUes not ; and what he bates ^ that he does. Yet of fuch an 
one I may much more truly fay, notwithftanding his 
pretences to religion and the fear of. God, as the 
Apoflle fpeak^ in the verfe immediately foregoing, 
that he is yet carnal^ fold under Jin. For I would; 
defire any one to tcil me, what furer fign there can be 
of ,a corrupt mind, than that when a man fees the evil ' 
of fin, and. has time to weigh and confider it, and finds 
bis confcience flart and recoil at it, and warn him 
againft it, as he loves either God, or his own foul ; what 
furer fign, I fay, there can be of a corrupt mind, than 
for a man to break through all thefe admoniriona and 
reproofs, in order to the gratification of* his lufts or 
pafl[ions. If this is not a proof, that his wickedneis is 
wilful and chofen, it is impoffible to tell what is. 

Eufeb. What you affirm is fo reafonable, that I can 
f^e np caufe to queftion the truth of it. 

Ancbitb. No doubt it is. Be pleafed therefore to 
proceed. 

7beod. With your leave then I (hall obferve to you, 
that though I cannot point to a difti<o6tion, betweea 
fins of weaknefs and wilfiilnefs, that (hall clearly and 
certainly hold in all cafes; neverthelefsV. I have fo 
far endeavoured to characterize each of them, as that 
I hope an honeft minded man may, byj^he help of 
what has been faid, be able to forln a tdterable judg^ 
ment, to whdSKiir fort his;,^^ belong : which is all 
I can pretend to, in a point, wherein it is impo(rible 
to have any dated general rule, that (hall ferve for 
all emergencies, and fuit with all cafes. And, for 
the farther knowledge of them, every one mtfft be 
left to his own prudence, when he has firft ferl^Qy . 
examined and tried his doings by thefe dire£lion$». 
and nsade an impartial inquiry, how much of wil-^ 
fulnefs, or of weaknefs, furprize or ignorance, is in 
[h) Rom. vii. i;. 
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them. And I befeech Almighty God to goide us all 
aright, that oone of us ever impofe upon himfelf, in 
a matter of fuch cverlafting importance to him. 

Eufeb. But pray, The^daruSj now we are tn^ what 
do you fay to fins of omiflion ? Under whether of 
tbcfe heads do you place them ? 

TiecJ. Under both. I fay of thefe, as I do of thofe 
of commiflion; that they belong certainly and univcr- 
faliy to neither; but are fometimes to be afcribed to 
the one, and fometimes to the other, accordingly as 
there is more or lefs of*the will in them. Some omtf- 
fiohs proceed from ignorance, or inconfideration, or 
forgetfulnefs ; and are pardonable upon this account 
Others are known, deliberate^ and chofen; whkii 
makes a vaft difierence in their guilt, and fhevs 
plainly, that they are wilful, and to be accounted for 
at fuch. And io we find, in the deicription our 
Saviour gives us, of the proceedings of the laft day, 
that judgment will pafs upon the uncharitable, for 
nof having fed the hungry^ and ckaibed the naked^ aod 
done other offices of kindnefs to the diftrelled and in- 
digent. They are not charged with having robbed^ 
or cheated, or opprefled and ruined their neighbours, 
but only Witk not relieving them in their iheights, 
and with-holding that aOiftance which they might, 
and ought to have afforded them. Yet for this our 
blefled Lord will fay to them, at the great day, 
{c) Depart from me^ ye curfed^ into everlafti^ fin^ 
prepared for the devil and bis angels. Whence it is 
obvious to obferve, the excefTive danger that may 
arife even from thefe omiflions, when indulged 5 maf- 
much as a (inner may be evcrlaftingly condemned for 
theie, as well as for his (ins of commidion; and that 
therefore we muft not make too light of omiflions of 
o\ir duty, becaufe though they are frequently to be 
accounted amongft our fins of infirmity, yet whca 
wilful and indulged, they are highly dangerous and 
deftrudlive. 

(c) Matth. XXV. ii,(J^. 
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Eufeh. There is one queftion move I would gladljr 
propoie^ if k were noc for fear of being over-crou^ 
blefome. 

S^beod. Never fear that, good Eufebius. 
Eufeb. What is to be thought of the many dcfcfts, 
that ufually attend our beft fervices? Whether are 
tthefe to be reckon'd to our weak, or our wilful fins } 

Tbecd, I thought this had been fufficiently eyident^ 
from what has been faid already. But fince you feem 
of another opinion^ 1 wili tell you that they are de« 
nominated either wilful, or not, according a€ they de- 
pend« more or lefs, upon our confent to, or endea- 
vours agatnft them. If »they be what, when we have 
done our beft, we can no way prevent, then they are 
doubtlefs infirmities only. Buc if we allow ourfelves 
in th^m, they hereupon change their pature, and are, 
thenceforward, to be looked 4)pon as wilful fins. For 
inftance, in prayer to God; when I have compos'd 
myfelf with all the devotion and reverence I can, to 
reprefent my wants before him, ftudying, by.all tho 
ways in my power, to abftradt my thoughts from all 
earthly, or oarna), or vain objects, qr whatever is* 
foreign CO the bufinefs I am upon, and to fend them 
up in a holy fervor towards Heaven ; if they however 
flag, ' and wander, do what I can to the contrary, 
thefe are, queftionleTs, fins of infirmity. But if I 
come to worfhip God in a carelefs and indifferent 
manner, not feeking to attend to my petitions, but 
freely entertaiehig the mind with other fort of obje6ls, 
that ferve only to divert it from what I come about, 
I fee not how they can then avoid the imputation of 
becoming my own voluntary iniquities, and wilful 
fins.v Qr again^ if, when I appear thus in God*s pre- 
fence, I wi(h, indeed, my thoughts were all along 
fix*d upon the addreflles I am making before him, 
but do not mind to keep them in order, nor try to 
rdcal them fo Toon as I perceive them to have gone 
aftray, nor am troubled at Iheir roving after other 
mattcrt; hcne, Ukewife, ic^wiil be hard to fay, that 
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chefe art fioa of pure infirn(itty» and have not lame- 
thing of the will in chem. In the firft of tbefe cafe» 
there b juft caufe of forrow and felf-abafement* and 
to implore God's mercy^ in the pardon of my weak- 
iwft^ and inability to ferve him as I ought. But the 
other two call for an amendment, and fubfequcnt care 
to (hew myfelf mor6 attentive and devout, before I 
can hope my prayers will be heard, or thefe milcar- 
riages in them will be forgiven me. Or, farther, if 
we keep our thoughts intent upon God, and good 
things, but not upon the matter of our prefent sA- 
drefs, nor be fo fervent in it as we might be i heie, 
likewife, the fault is our own. Or, again, if we pn>- 
fefs to love God, but do it not with the afie&ion that 
we ought ; this, fo far as it is a natural defeat aad 
what we are forry for, but can no way contrive to re- 
medy, is our unhappinefs, rather than our fin. Na 
fo, if I voluntarily fet my mind upon other objeds, 
preferring the creature, of whatever kind, before the 
Creator, who is over all^ God bleffedfor ever. So when 
a man is truly lorry for his fins, though not in fuch a 
meafure as they deferve, and withal is truly grieved, 
that he is not more forry for them ; tbb makes it 
plain, that the defedt of fuch forrow is involuntaiy, 
and is accordingly to be lamented only as an una- 
voidable infirmity. Infomuch that, as the honour* 
able Mr. Boyle delivers this, as a good fign of a true 
unfeignad love of God, {d) That thai man hves God 
as much as be ougbt^ who, loving him ^as much as he 
€an^ ftrives to repair the deplored imperfeSion cf thai 
love J with an extreme regret y to find bis lorn no greater \ 
and thztjucb a fublimity of love will befi intitk yon to 
the confolation accruing from that memorable paffage ef 
{e) St. John, where be fays. That God is love^ and be 
that dwelletb in love^ dwelletb in God^ and God in bimi 
(o I take it to be no lefs true here, that the only fure 
evidence of a right forrow for your fins, is to he 
heartily forry both for having committed them, and 

^d) Sirafbuk Law, p. 29, 30, («) I Johii ir. 16. 
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for the want of a deeper forrow ibr chetn. But what-' 
ever more of forrow is wanting, this bfing merely 
the efieft of our tonftlcution, and not any voluntary 
choice ; it needs not be doubted but God, who is in- 
finitely good, and who knows all our defeAs and 
weaknefies, wil) never impute to our condemnation, 
-what he fees thus utterly out of our power. 

Eufeb. Is there any thing farther you would adviie, 
in order to a right judgment of ourfclves ? 

Tbeod. Yes. In order to the more fuccefsful appli- 
cation of the foregoing rules^ I would advife to have 
before you fome fuch catalogue of the ieveral branches 
of our duty, and the vk>lations of it, as may help you 
the more readily to call to mind what your fins have 
been, that you are now to repent of-, fuch as you 
have in ArchbilhopZ^«J*)s Daily Office of a Chriftian ; 
the Confeflion of Sins in Bifhop An4rews*% Manual of 
Direftions for the Sick ; Bilhop Downbam*^ Abftra^l of 
Duties commanded, anid Sins forbklden, in the Law of 
God; towards the latter end of the fFbole Duty of 
Alan I and at the^'end of the Comrnon-Prajfer the beft 
Companion \ or of Mr. Nelfon*s excellent Companion 
for the Feafts and Fafts of the Church •, or in Bilhop 
7tfjr&r*s Holy Dying, cbap. IV. feff. 8. or Mr. Kel- 
timeirs Trial of the Soul, in his Companion to the 
Penitent -, or more largely, in the fecond book of his 
Meafures of Chriftian Obedience; in Mr. SeUer"^ 
Office for Good-Friday^ in his Good Man's Preparation 
for ^? |}^py receiving of the bleflcd Sacrament i or 
oeherHueatifes of devotion, and, particularly, in rela* 
lion to the Lord's fupper. Such a method will hardly 
fail of putting you in mind of the feveral forts of fins, 
whereinto you may, at any time, have fallen ; or, at 
Icaft, of the groflcr and more ofFenfive of them. And 
then, if you duly confider which of them were of 
weaknefs, which of wilfulnefs, which involuntary, and 
which freely chofen ; which you have repented of and 
forfaken, and which ftill retain an intereft in you v it 
will be no diificuit matter to make a probable judg- 
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fnent, perhaps, a certain one, whether you be a fiai 
of God, and like to be for ever happy ; or a child 
of wrath and perdition. But dien you mufl be fiint 
to deal fairly and candidly with yoorielf, jjudgiag 
by what you really find yourfelf chargeable wiiir« 
neither leflening nor excufing your (ips^ nor» oo thr 
other hand, being too fevere upon yourfelf, for fudi 
fins aa it was not in your power U> avoids 

Eufet. There is little danger of peoples bein^ o^er- 
icvere to themfelyes, io as uodefervedly co cqo« 
demn themfelves. I wilh the; would not more ru* 
dily feek to excufe themfelves from fuch guilty which, 
like the poifon'd (hire to Hercules^ (lick's fo clofe io 
them, that they know not bow to get rid of it« 

S'beod. \x, is true, men are readied to fail on (his 
fide, in favouring themfelves beyond what Almighty 
God will think reafonable at the laft day : thou^ 
I rpuft confe&, there are fome few weU-GQeaaiag per- 
fpns, who are apt to err on the other hand, hff cott- 
eluding themfelves in a worfe cooditiony fban they 
liave reafon for*, and (b are tenifted to defpair cf 
pardon, when any other man would take their ca% 
to be very fafe. Both thefe extremes are carefully dt 
be avoidedi as we would neither die in an impenitent 
ftate \ oor deprive ourfdyes of that comifort, whidi 
would naturally arife from a well-grounded (enfe of 
God's favour ; and difturb our minds with unneccflary 
fears and jealoufies, and unfit ourfelves for (crving 
God, as we might otherwife haye done ; 05^/ ^ 
farther, as we would not be tempted to ^^r of 
fais mercy, and thereby provoke him to wuhdi^w it 
from us. ' 

Eufeb. When is it you would bav^ a man thvtt 
examine himfelf ? 

The^d. He is, above all times, efpecially concern'4 
to do it when he comes to be (ick, and death looks 
him in the face, and gives him warning fpeedily to 
make up his accounts, left it be too late the next day. 
But this ihould be only io order to a balance of them. 

'•' ' ' •.'■ ' For 
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t Vot he oqght by np means to defer this work till his 
; ia(cef end) but to be conftant in it throughout the 
I courfe of his whole life. In his firft beginning his 
I r^pentapce, or fo (bon as he comes to years ot dif- 
cretioii and underftaoding, fo as to be capable of 
i snaking, a jqdgape^t of hioifelf, he. muft diligently 
I and impartialiy /^view his .life paft» and feriouQy con* 
fider.the fins he has been guilty; of, fo far as he can 
rSecolle^ them,. together with their feverat aggrava- 
\ tions \ to hun>bl& himfelf for them» and to fue to God 
, for pafdop thro' Chrift, and grace to walk more holy 
, for the future^ to refolve againft thi repetition of 
j theip ; and u> arm himfelf againft thofe temptations 
whereby he has been drawn into thedi \ to obferve 
ho«( h^ miay beft gjuafd himfelf againft them ; and to 
! confirm his purpoles of amendment, and a better obe- 
, ^di^qcei for the remaining part of his life. And bio^ 
iidfSi he js fajrther tp remembert that he, muft not 
ceafe here \ bur^ tbc^gh be come to ever fo perfedl a 
dtfcovpry.of himfelff he muft be mindful always after, 
(Q majce 4 freqi^t infpedion into bis comjerfatum^ to 
fee that it is fuch a$^ ktcofaes tbegefptl of Cbriftj to la^ 
ment and .bewail what farther tranfgrefiions he can 
difcover in his future condu6>i and to renew his for- 
mer purpofea^ of itmentdment. 

Eufiib. How oft do you think it neceflary for a 
gONod Chriftian $0 exaaiint himfelf as you preicribe I . 
Tbecd. The fick man mUft do it, as hfs diftemper 
allows him time and ability. Bur, as to others, diis 
examination \% in a particular manner recommended 
by fuch as have written of the Lord's fupper, and the 
due celebration of it, as neceifary in order to a wor* 
thy attendance upon that facred ordinance, and there- 
fore always to be ufed before our approaches to it.; 
and more particularly upon account of thofe words of 
the apoftle St. Paul% (/} Let a man examine himfelf -^ 
0lid fo lei hit^ e^t of that breads and drink of that cup. 
And ^any divines have imprudently preiTcd this ad^ 
(/) I Cor. w. 28. 

S 4 vice 
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vicefo far, that divers very good, and truly devoted 
Chriftians, chufe rather to abfent themfelves, when 
graciouQy invited to that heavenly banquet, than ap- 
pear there without fuch a previous examinatioo, wh^ 
chey have not time for it« Which, tho* it be a great 
error in them, it being much better to fervc our Lord 
as well as our prefent circumftances will admk of, 
than not do it at alt ; yet nothing can be more proper 
and becoming, than fuch a ferious examination upos 
every notice timely given of a facrament, together 
with fuch a mixture of preparatory devotion, as may 
tend to raife the nK>fl holy afleAions in the fool, may 
obtain the pardon of its fins, and fo may qualify the 
perfon, worthily to commemorate our blefled Saviour^ 
infinite love in dying for us. But then befides thefe, 
and other the like more (blemn times for felf-examina- 
tion, he that would live agreeably to his moft holy 
profefllon, will find it neceflary for htm to be fre- 
quently exerciied in the confideration of his (g) ^m 
mys ; ta call them often to rememifrance^ as the Pfaltn- 
ifl: did, as highly ufeful in order to the inmh^ ba 
feet to God^4 feftimonies. And, if my judgment fignify 
any thing in the cafe, I &ouid diieft, exhort, in* 
treat, andl befeecb hinp, to pafs no day wtthoiit it s 
that every night, before he compoie htmfelf to fleep^' 
be would* (b) conmune with bis beart upon bis bedy aid 
beftUl ; or rather, before he lays him down, would 
take a little time, to look back upon the leveral oc- 
currents of the day pad, to fee how faithfully he 
had difcharged his duty, and would put the author 
of the Golden Vcrfes queftions to himfelf, 

And fee wbat goodbe has done tbat day \ what duty be 
bas ventuTid to omit \ wbeiber be bas indulged any vice ; 
and in {hort, how he has demeaned himfelf in all re* 
fpeds. This St. Cbryjoftom recommends, from thofe 
words of the Pfalmift, (/) Commune witb yourfdves in 
your chamber J and be Jlill \ diredting that after figffer^ 
' (f) Pfalm cxix. 59* {f>) Ibid. iy. 4, (r) ?er. 5* 



Ua htUr State hereafter. %^^ 

Before a man betake Inmfelf to bis refi^ wbtn be is prer 
paring fir bis hedy and has none with htm^ bu$ all is^ik 
and quiet about bim^ be ereS a tribunal in bis own con- 
'fsimeti and bring bimjeif to a trials wbat evil be bas con- 
trived tbe day pafiy njohat frauds be bas committed^ fvbal 
neighbour be bas fupplanted^ wbat corrupt inclinations be 
bas gratified^ and to pafs judgment apon himfelf acr 
cordingly. And would-each Chriftian conftantly fol- 
low this method, be would quickly become well ac- 
tjuainted with himfelf; would make his repentance the 
perfe£ter, and more particglar \ would eafe his mind 
of the heavy burden of paft fins ; would foon have 
got over the difficulty of his inquiry, and reduced it 
Into a Kttte compafs ; would find his love to fin turn'd 
to hatred of it; would foften his hard heart, and 
awaken his drowFy conftience y would prevent his mif- 
trarriages becoming; habitual; and would have a great 
4eal the lefs to do, whenever he comes to die. In a 
Word, this were the way to make our work eafy, our 
Mves comfortable, and our end glorious. Nor will 
this be anjr troublefonoe bufioefs, to thofe who have 
t>een acquainted with it for a while. It muft coft 
ibme tin)e and pains at firft, till it is grown familiar 
to them, and they know to what failings they are 
inoft liable, and are moft obliged to inquire after. 
But chenccforwards they will be readier for it, and fo 
It will tak« up no k>ng time for the difpatch of it. 
A quarter of ah hour, dr, perhaps, but half fo much, 
every night ; which can be no great burden to any 
pne, to fct afide ordinarily for fuch rcfleftion. And 
yet, whofbever weU employs that ^ace conftantly to 
this purpofe, will foon experience the wonderful ad- 
vantage oJP it, in order to the mortification of his lufts 
apd paffions, and, hereby, to his growth in grace, 
and a happy preparation for a blefi&d eternity. 
Eufeb. Really; Tbeodorus^ what you fay feems fo 
' highly reafonabte, that I begin to wi(h all that call 
' themfelvesdhriftians, would conftantly put it in pra- 
' ^icc« Andt for my own part, I will begin, by the 
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grace of God, this night ; and, I hope, I flsall 
tinue in the daily obfervance of it^ as long as I live. 

Tbeod. I befeech you do i and yoa will foon find 
the good effcd of it : and I heartily wi(h you had 
begun ic fooncr. 

Eujib. I will be fure to try. 

Tkeod. Pray do; and you will heartily thank me 
ibr my advice. And now I am upon this fubje^ 
give me leave to prefcribe another pradtice ; whicfa^ 
though no part of that examination I hav« been treat* 
ing of, is yet fo highly ufefol, and To nearly allied ta 
the advice now given, that I cannot forbear men* 
tioning it. Ic is this ; that, men of bufinefs in the 
world would allow themfelves a little time» every 
morning, to think beforehandf what cqmpany they 
are like to meet with, that day, wha( undertakings ta 
be engaged in, what difficulties of any fore to ftnig* 

fie with, and what temptations they, infiy probably 
ave to encounter upon, any of thofe accounts; that 
ihey may the better provide againfi; th^m, may be 
diligently upon their gnafd, when the time coipes^ 
and ib may preferve thei? integrity in the midftof 
them. Such a ihort pretonfideradon in the morn- 
ing, and a recolledion again at nigh^ PO one caa 
make trial of, but be wiH quickly be convinced cf 
the admirable expedience and ufefulnefs ci thiem. 

Eufei. I like your prtfcriptions fo well, chat I am 
refolv'd to try both of them. And God grant | 
may do it effedually ! 

Ancbitb. I have been a watchful hearer all thif 
time, and have very carefully attended to all yeur 
diicourfe; and, I hope, I both underftaod aright^ 
and retain the meaning of the feveral excellent rules 
you have laid down, whereby to make a true judg* 
ment of the ftate of our Ibuls, and the difpoiidon we 
are in for another life. But that 1 may be fure I do 
not millake your meaning, if you pleafe tQ give ta^ 
leave, I will briefly recapitulate wnax I take to be 

intended 



t9 a bitter State hereafter. t35 

intend by tb^m^ and how I may obferve them, fo 
^ to be benefited by them. 

Tbeod. K very feafonable motion! aqd to which I 
mu(l neqeflfarjly confcnt. 

4^(hifh' Thtfi I will bc^n. And I beg you will 
pleaf^ to fet pe right, if } either forget, or miftake. 
^'beod. I will be fore to do it. . 
idnchitb. (javing iirft removed the falfe grounds 
6f fatisfadion, by which people have been directed 
(o aii^fe upon themfelv^s, and Ihewn the weaknefs 
and infufficiency of them *, you next proceed to pre- 
j[([^rib)5 fuch proper direftions, as, if rightly purfued, 
may be a ready means of difcovering each one to 
hiipfelf. To .which end, you lay down this as an 
findoubted fundamental principle, and which every 
one is to receive as fuch ^ That there is no hope of 
falyation for him who allows himfelf in any wilful 
fin. And,! no doubt^ vei;y truly, fincc the Holy Scrip- 
ture fo totally condemns it; both declaring {k) the 
W£^es of it to be deaib % and moreover affirming, that 
(/) fVhofoever Jhall h^ the whole law^ and yet offend 
in one foint^ be is giiliy of aU\ whereby is implied* 
that fuch an one (hall as furely be proceeded againft 
^ a Anner, as he whofe tranfgreflions are far toott nur 
merouSf tience that feems a natural inference, which 
ypvi ob(ervM in the next place, jthat every wilful re* 
iapic into fir^ returns a man back into his former 
miferable ftate, till he (ball have arifen out of it by 
a new repentance. Every wilful relapfc, I fay 5 for 
(he caii: you have (hewn to be quite otherwife with 
our involuntary ofiences ; that thufe will be pardoned 
Vpon a general repentance, and. fo our falvation it 
not endanger*d by them. You have taught us, alfoi 
i)pw to diftinguifli betwixt fins of weaknefs, and wil«< 
f\]lne(is.. YoM have inftruded us, likewife, how to 
I |udge of our fins of oroiffion, as belonging to either 
' of. thefe. clafies ; according as they are indulged or 
DOt. As alfo is the cafe of our many defeats and 
. {h Rom. fi. ^3* (i) Janet ii. 10. j 

' '' * iroperfeaions 



236 JKfow t9 juiii of our ^(le 

imperfefttons in the fervice of God ; ancf^ in order 
to a falucary application of the whole to our adraa- 
cage, have recommended a frequent, ferioos, and 
penicent examination of ourfelves, to each one's cob« 
ftanc praflice ; and noted the proper times for it. 

^heod. You fay right. This is the fum of wfaacl 
have been difcourfing more at large. And if either 
of you have any objcdion to make to it, I am rcadjr 
to explain myfelf to your faither fatisfaAion. 

Eufeb. I fee no caufe for any objeftioii. Bat if 
you will give me leave, I will propofe an Inference 
from the whole,, which, I think, maj reduce all (d 
one word. 

Theod: That rs eafily done. And I know befoie- 
hand, the word you mean, hjhceriiy. 

Eufeb. It is fo. For I think the reTuIt of all it 
this ; that a fincere endeavour to learn the will of 
God, and do it, fo as in nothing knowingly €o ofiend 
him, is the only evidence of our being qualified for 
a future date of happinefs. He that has this, fliall 
not fall of being accepted with God ; and he chat 
has it not, is fure not to be accepted by him. 

^heod. Moft icertainly. For God can neither love 
thofe that are not hearty in his fervice, nor rged 
thofe that are. It is im) the heart he calls for. And 
wberefocver this is right before him, we may fafely 
depend upon his favour. (») Blejfed are the ptrt m 
hearty for they JhaU fee God\ which no wicked man 
can do. The (inner niuft not hope for fuch a pri- 
vilege, as is not to be atuin'd to without {e) bo&wrfs. 
But fince our Saviour has uught us, that the pwrt mf 
beart have a right to it \ this is an evident pro(^, diat 
fuch purity of heart is the holinefs that capacitates for 
this bleffednefs. Thus the wile man invites to have 
a fingular regard to the motions of the heart ; and 
gives this reafon for it, that our eternal falvation has 
a peculiar dependence upon them, {p) Hear^ ^fotf% 

{«) Prov. xxiii. 26. (a) Matth. v. 8, ('} Hcb. xu, 14^ 
If) ProY. xxiii. ig. 

mi 
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^ni he mfiif and guide tbine heart in the way ; (^ ) Keep- 

ifig ebine heart with all diligence^ (r) before, or above, 

;all keeping ; that is, with all the care that may be, 

t<> prefervc it upright before God \ for wt of it art the 

jffiie:s of life \ and according as tois is well or ill dif- 

pofed, fuch is thy behaviour like to be outwardly, 

and fuch thy Itate to all eternity. So Almighty God 

commands the Jews to (j) circumcife the forejkin of 

their hearts \ (/} to cut off and caft away their naughty 

affeftions, md be no more ftiff-necked^ as he had often 

complained they were. And by the mouth of the 

prophet Jcrendab^ he threatens to punilh them for 

the wickednefs of their hearts, as furely as he would 

the Edomitesj or Moabites^ or any other of their. 

neighbours, for their uncircumcifion : {u) Behold^ the 

days come^ faith the Lord, that I will puni/b all them 

that are circumcifed^ with the undrcumcifed \ Egypt ^ and 

Judahj an4 Edom^ and the children of Ammon^ and 

Moab^ and all that are in fhe utmft comers^ that dwell 

in the wiJdernefs ; for all fhefe nations are untircumcifed^ 

and all the houfe of Ifrael are undrcumcifed in hearty 

Here the Jews^ you fee, are ranked amongft the un- 

circumcifed, becaufe they were fuch in heart, as the 

others were in the flefli ; thev wanted that inward 

circumcifion, without which the outward impreflion 

made in the flefli is of no worth in God's account. 

And, on the contrary, (^} Hezekiah is commended, 

and profpered^ becaufe whatfoever he did in God's 

fervice, he did it with all his heart. And, in the New 

Teftament, fays our Saviour to the pharifees^ (y) Te 

are they which juftify yourfehes before men ; but God 

knowetb the heart. \z) And divers other places there 

are, where the heart is declared to be what God re* 

fpeds ; fo that, if this be not devoted to his honour, 

(f) Prov. IT. 93. (r) nOttn^^lD (0 Peat, x, 16. (/) Bi&op 
Patrick Qpoa the plm. («) Jerem. iac. 95, 26. (;r) a Chroo. 
xxxl 21. (/} Lake xri. ic. {z) 1 Sam.vii. 3, 1 Chron. 
xxm. 9. andiaax. ly.aadz Chrpo. xzr. 2. FUm mv. 4. Wii. 
6. tfWlxvi. i8. 4md IxxiS^ i* Prov. xxi. 2. Rom. iL 29. mui 
viU. 7* £pb^f» vi. 5. 1. Tim. L j;. i Pet. iii. 15: 

all 
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all the fervicc we can pay him, is like to ftand us kt 
licrie (lead. And, oh the other hand, if cfiis \x^ 
right and clean, and we are inwardly bent upon tui 
fervice, wc fliall not need to defpond, and to conneiir 
ourfelves for fuch lefs, involuntary mifcarrtages, tt 
we find it out of our power toully to prevcnr. 

Eufeb. But how (hall I know whether my heart fe 
foch, as will approve itfelf before God i 

Tbifid. You may know it by thcfe marks i whacfr 
I (hall very briefly mention, and fo leave chem to 
your own corifideracion, to make what farther im- 
provement you can of them : i. If die certain tcoor 
and general courfe of your life b6 holy. This is fe 
neceflary from the conftant dodrine of the Gdpd, 
declaring all fin to be of a deadly nature, and diat 
it is, in all refpeAs, diametrically oppofite to that wffl 
of God ; that whofoever pretends to pleafe God csn 
never give way to it, without a great degree of 'hy- 
podrify and inlincerity. 2. If ydur care to pfeafe God 
be founded Qpon truly religious principles and mo* 
rives. A man may do many good things, and yet 
be far from beirig a good man, if they be done to 
a wrong end, or for fome unwortlty finifter deCgo. 
If he be temperate, for his health's ikke only; or 
charitable, out of oftentation, and vain-glory; or 
fair in his dealings, for the prelervation of his citdit 
and reputation ; or patient of affronts, out of pure 
cowardife; or abftemious, out of covetoufnAfsi or 
obiervant of his times and devotion, out of pure 
cuftonci, and becaUie he fees others dp it ; or !br the 
carrying on fome worldly intereft; or becaufe bis 
dme lies upon his hands, and he knows not how odier^ 
wife to employ himfelf ; (uch an one mtferably de- 
ceives himfelf, if he thinks Almighty God will hxk 
upon this 4S an acceptable fervice; whtlft he b coo- 
fcious to himfelf, that he dkl it not for his Maker's 
honour, but for his own advantage. This (hews him 
to be intent upon ferving hot God, ^but'hiinieif ; and 
that all his good decda are done^ either Co bad pnr- 

pofest 
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pofes, or, ftC leaft^ to fiich as are unworthy of his 
moft holy religion; and fo can neither recommend 
hJm CO Almighty God now, nor make him happy for 
ever hereafter, g. If you t)e as ftudious xo ferve God, 
and as afraid of ofiending him in private, as in pub-* 
lick I in bad company, as in poodi and when you* 
arc like to fuflfer, as when you hope to get by it, A 
true Chrifttan is uniform in his obedience, at all times, 
and in all places, ftudying to approve himfelf, what 
he profefles to be ( and never aiding contrary to his 
duty, with wbatfoever impunity he may do it in this 
' world, or how Httlt notice foever may be taken of 
it. His bufinefs is not to pleafe men, but God, whofe 
' eye he knows is inoft afiuredly upon him, who fees 
into the clofeft corner of the heart, and to whom he 
muft be accountable at the laft day. And whofoever 
he be that takes a contrary courfe, needs no other 
i argument to convince him of his infincerity, than 
' that his pradioe is not to be reconciled to his pro* 
i feflion. A true fear of God overawes a aian at all 
times, and in all places and eftates; as weli'wben it 
1 is. againft his temporal intereft, as when on its fide ; 
and will hate the fame influence in the <K:ret cham- 
I hers, as in the open ftreets-, and will make a man as 
unwilling to ofiend, where no other eye but that of 
the Almighty can fee it, as in the face of the greatefl; 
aflembly. And whofoever finds himfelf thus careful 
of hiiiduty, tnay juftly look upon it, as an undeniable 
token of his'fincerity. 4. if fuch your care to pleafe 
God be without a teferve for any beloved luft, or 
inclination. A truly good man owns himfelf oblige^ 
to an univerfal obedience to the divine command- 
ments ctf the one table, z% well as of the other % and 
when coivtradidory to his own natural temper, and 
I defires, no lefs than when mpit agreeable thereto. 
I And by an inquiry int^^ his convcffation, and the 
I difpofition of his mind in thi9 rtfpeA, a man may 
I find whether the Divine Will, or his own, be the 
I more' pitvaili^g principle in him 1 whether he 4s more ' 
[ concerned 



a40: UiwtQ judge tf mt7klr. 

concerned to pleafe God) or himfelf v and, in ^ w«f4i 
whether he be fo fincere and hearty in the pcifono- 
ance of his dUcy, as be ought, and profefies to be 
5. If you be watchful againft leflcr fins^ as well ai 
againft thofe of a grofier and fouler nature. It is 
not enough, that we have an abhorrence of fuch cry- 
ing iniquities, as none but a very hardened liaoer will 
dare to venture upon. But a good Chriftian, aod 
an unfeiened follower of our blefled Lord, will be 
continually upon his guard againft all tempcatioos id 
iifhatever deferves the name of fin. He knows, cbat 
every wilful tranfgreffion of his duty is a high afiipont 
ofieied to the great and good God, whom he is 
bound to fear above all things ; and dares not ventuie 
upon it for all the world, how light a matter ibcver 
others' may make of it. Though divers, even ctf our 
wilful fins, are comparatively little, he knows aifuftd- 
]y, that none is really fo in its own nature 1 and tfaoe* 
fore makes it his bufinefs to keep from all (ias, and 
even from fuch as are moft common, and leaft con* 
demned by the generality of men. And till a man is 
come to be thus watchful againft all appearamces ^ 
m/, I cannot fee how he can fatisfy himfelf of his 
iincerity in the fervice of God. ^. And l^lf^ If you 
be truly humbled upon every unforefeen failure in 
your duty, and thenceforward watchfully endeavour 
fin amendment. I have already obferved, that fudi 
a forrow for fin committed, is not, of itfelf, any proof 
that a nian IS really a good man. But 1 may fafely 
affirm it, on the other hand, as an undoubted cnitb, 
that he who can fufter himlelf to be betrayed into 
any fin, without being heartily concerned and troubled 
iot it afterwards, is far from being what he ought to 
be. He muft have little reverence for Almighty God, 
and little fenfe of duty to him, that can refled upon 
his having difobeyed his laws, without being afliamed 
and troubled for it. But when a man is fo fenfibk 
of his having done amils, in deviating from his duty, 
that he heartily lamenu aod bewails it % aod not only 
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tHy but (^ bioifelf with all his might to. walk more 
carefully for the focUre, this argues a right difpofitionr 
Of foul in him. This is the bed he is capable o£ 
doing, towards making a reparation for what he has 
done amifs \ and is a Very good fign, that he is fin- 
cere in his profeflion. Thefe^ my friend, are the 
inoft obvious marks of a fincere defire to pleafe God. 
And if thefe fruits appear in your converfation, you 
need not qucftion, but the root from whence they 
ipring is found and good^ and fuch as, through ouf 
bleff^ Saviour^s media tion, will nourilh you to eter- 
nal life* 

Eufeb. Really, Theoimu^ you have given me fuch 
fatisfaftion, and fet this great point in fo clear a lights 
that, I hope nothing farther need be defired, for letting 
a man into the true ftate of bis^ foul ) but only^ that 
he carefully apply h?mf<rlf to make a right ufe of the 
method here prefcribcd for it : which I beieech Al- 
mighty God to give us all grace to do faithfully and 
impartially, and as in his (ight^ who knows us far 
better than we know ourfelves, and whom we are fure 
we cannot deceive ; though if we be not very careful 
and inquifitive, or make a judgement of ourfelvea 
otherwife than by the rules here laid down^ we may 
/deceive ourfelves to our own deftrudion* 

Ancbitb. This difcourfe has cjome very feaibnaUjr 
for me, who am now upon the bufinefs of reviewing 
my life, and making iiiy peace with God, before Iga 
hence J and be no morefeen : and whofe great concern ic 
is therefore to inquire narrowly into the ftate of my 
foul, that I depart not hence with a falfe peace, and 
ill grounded hope, and fo be made fadly to bewail 
the ill effects of my miftake to all eternity. I will 
therefore examine myfelf by thefe rules, that fo I 
may fee how the cafe (lands betwixt God and my 
foul ; and what aflurance I can promife mylelf, that 
if 1 die now, as i am very like to do, I fhall not be 
ior ever miferable. And that I may do it as I ought^ 
1 humbly beg the afliftance of my God to opennUno. 

T 4pr«, 
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geSy thai I may fee the wondrous things ef his la'a>^ and 
may difcovcr, and be truly penkcac for» my manifold 
uanforefTions of it. 
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A Prayer for Dircftion in order to at right Judgmcni 
of one's Self. 

hord God of hofts^ who fearchejl the hearty and irie^ 
the reins ^ and ohfcrvefi all our ways^ to bring us $$ 
a Jlri^ account Jcr them^ and to render to ei}ery mat 
Recording to bis %vorks \ to thee I fiy for affijiance aud 
(dsreilion in this my lax^uijhing condition. Difcover mt 
clearly to myfelf thnt I may fee bow vain end foo^y 
bow carclejs arj negligent^ bow difobcdient and unduA^ ^ 
ful I have been^ and may bt deeply bumbled for ii. Asd 
xvbere I have faithfully and heartily endeavGured to 
fleafe tbee^ though with great wecknefs and imperfeSimt^ 
piake me jenfthle of this too\ thaty through the merits ^ 
our blefjed Saviour^ I may enjoy the comfort of ii. TtaA 
tne to pafs a right judgment upon mfelf that I mof 
fteiiher prefume upon thy gocdnefs^ whtlft I allow myfdf 
in any iniquity^ nor defpair of thy mercy and forgrueuefst 
when 1 do net. Mortify and fubdue, the rernatndeirs of 
corruption in me. Increafe and perfcB all nrf graces^ or 
whatfoever good inclinations thou feefi in me : and tiAit 
m not hence. gracious Lord^ till thou Jbalt havefitii 
he for the fruit ton of thine everlajiing kingdom. Hear 
vfe^ Lord, and, grant me this my mojl huinble requefi^ 
for the, fake y and through the merits, of Jefus Chrift^ thine 
only Sen, our Lord and Saviour. A men. 

Theod. The good Lord hearken to you, and gilt 
you. a gracious anfwer \ And fo I recommend you to 
^he divine protedtion, hoping to wait upon you ^^aia 
<b- morrow. 

dncbitb. A thou fa nd thanks to you, good Theodo- 
rusy for al) your kindncfs. I thank you alfo, Eufebius. 
♦ Eufeb. I pray God be with you, and grant you a 
favourable night, after tlm long rifit. 

the Ehd of ibt Fourth V I SI T. 
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l^be mote immediate F reparation for Death. 

Tbeopb. /^^\UK friend Eufebius and I arfe come to fee 
V-/ y°^» o^^^ Ancbitbanes\ Timotbeus and 
Pbilogeiton dcfigncd alfo to accompany us'i but bufiJ 
rxcfs has fallen out crols, tliat they arc forced to beg 
^our excufe till to-morrovyr, when we arc all to be here 
by a new appointment. 

^ Eufif: They fully" intended to have come with us, 
and 'were, hcamly troubled at their difappointmcnti 
But pray, Ancbitbanes, how are you now ? 

' Anebitb. I thank God not very uneafy, cither in 
body, or mind ; but weaker and weaker ; wearing 
away as ycki fee. The good God bf his mercy fit me 
for my great change, which rcccfas to be approach- 
ing ! ^^ . . 

Tbeopb. J truft he has done it already, ;hat you need 
not be Iblicirous upon that account. 
^ Ancbifh. \ hope it is done irf a good meafure ; yet 
not fo, but that I have great caufe to pray to God t6 
complete it. ' And it is a 'matter of that vaft confe- 
eucnce to my Ib'ul, that I cannot be too careful about 
k: whh:h makb me beg what farther afliftanccyoCi 
^n give in order to it, 

• ^biopb. With all our hearts. 

Akchttb. \ am Very weak, and much fpcnt, {Inccyoa 
few me laft, and not like to continue any time in this 
yorld'; and would be glad to improve the fmall re^ 
^aindcr' 6f my 'days, if at leaft I have any yet remain- 
Ibg, to the bcftpurpofcs I can. > • ^ 

* ibeopb. What fervice is if we can do you ? 
Anctitb. When yoU did me the favour, Tbeopbilus^ 

I to vifit me formerly, you promifcd to inform me ho*/^ 
j^ might frame i right judgment of myfelf, fo as to dif- 
^cern whether I'be in the favour of God at prefeftt, 
Panel in the way tp be faved " hereafter : but 'fbeodoru$^ 
^ • T^ . Ithank 
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I thank hun, has been at fo much pain$ to taj&L mr 

this, chat I ihall not now trouble you about it, 

Tbeapb. What is it then you would delire ? 

Ancbitb. To be taught what duties are pecuIiaHf 
incumbent upon one in my condition, thac lies upoo 
the bed of ficknefs^ and every day expci^ his diiSh 
Itttion % as I now do. 

Tbiopb. I know not how we can employ our time 
better, if your weaknefs will not make our dilcoude 
a didurbance to you. 

Ancbiib. AlTure yourfelves, it will not. For thoogk 
I am much fpent as to my body, 1 thaok God mf 
underftanding is ftill clear. And I hope I (ball be 
able both to attend to, and pradife what I (hall ksm 
from you. 

Tbeopb. Do not think, AnMibamSf that we pretdNl 
to teach you, but only to refreih your cnemorj, aod 
bring to mind what you have let dipt dtrring dui 
ivant of your health. 

Ancbitb. I fliall not interrupt your good defign,bf 
returning your compliment ; but do beg the favour of 
you to begin. 

. Tbeopb. You are then to look upon your(eIf, as pot 
-fibly upon the brink of the grave, ready to launch ioto 
.eternity, in as uncertain a coridicion as (a) Dam$chi% 
with his dagger hanging over his head, and threaten- 
ing every moment to drop upon him, and difpatcb 
him. Which thought calls upon you to mufter upiH 
.your forces, and be as induftrious as polHbly you caob 
in making a good ufe of the few fands that yet.remaifl 
in your glafs. It is but a little time you can prooiife 
yourfelf to work in, the day being far fpent,. and ik 
nigbt^ wberein no man can v)crk^ in all appearance^ draw* 
ing on apace. There is none fo weak, but God, if he 
fee fit, can rcftore him: and we have known divccs 
perfons given over by the phyfician, and doubtleis io 
as low a condition as yourfelf, that yet have recover* 
cd, and lived many years after. But this being wbtf 
ifi) Cic. Tafct Qa«a. j. 

yo» 
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{ou have little rcafon to cxpcft, you do. very wifely 
1 laying afide your concern for this world, and em- 
ploying your thoughts wholly for the other. Youp 
€>nly bufiners is now, to make what farther preparation 
you can, for a happy departure hence, and a bleiled 
eternity when you are gone. 

Ancbitb. And how mud I do this P 

Tbeopb. I believe by this time you find by experi- 
ence, that it is no gre^c matter a man can do, when 
reduc'd to your belpiefs circumftances. Yet what he 
can, mud be done. 

' Ancbitb. Be pleased to give me your diredions, and 
I will obfcrve them according to my power. 

Tbeopk I (hould have begun, in thcfrft place, with 
the firft thing our Church Tecommends in her rubrick 
for tbe vifiiation of tbe fick •, which is, 7i feni to the 
tnintfter of the pariih, to beg his afTiftance and pray- 
ers. But, inflead of prefling this upon you, I am rather 
to commend you for having already done it. And I 
prefume you are fattsfied by this time, you did well 
and wifely in it, 

Ancbitb, I have owned it to you formerly, and have 
much more reafon to do it, now that 1 have had more 
experience of the valuable blefling of fo ufeful a help, 
at fuch a time as this : which is a benefit I owe to you 
fTbeopbiius ; and I return you hearty thanks for having 
firft put me upon it. 

Tbeopb. I was fuHy fattsfied of the fingular ufeful- 
fiefs of fuch a guide, when you came within fight of 
eternity, and of fuch an intcrceflbr for you to Hea* 
ven ( who, being of God^s own appointment, is there- 
fore the fitreft perfon to offer up your requcfts for you, 
and to affift you in the other offices of religion. Such 
a fpirttuaj phyfician is therefore to be applied to, and 
not only defired once or twice for form^fake, but fo 
as that he may perform the feveral parts of his ofiice 
conftantly during the perfon*s flcknefs. This is one 
confiderable branch of his fundi jn, and would prove 
of admirable ufe, if duly put in execution. 

- . T J ; Eufek 
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' Eufch. Aod lb it certainly wouU^ if the geoetaiity 

pf mankind were but a$ wife as the; ought to be. 

, ^biopb. It i$ a difmal coofider^tipn, to think bov 

|;reat a part, I /ay not» of mankind, but eyen of them 

that call themfelves Chrifti^QS, and haye paQed all thdr 

days in this our truly excellent, primitive, apollolical 

Church,, live at (uch aja<(e, th$t they ieem to hxn 

liccle more than tke name of CbriftiaffSt to diftinguift 

them.from Jewu MatomdanhOi fieaibenf. I have head 

^beodorusj and other divines^ make fad cprnplaint, witk 

great grief, artd (brrow pf hi^ar*, that, when they go a 

^(Hft their Tick neighbours in tbe^r.qeceffity, they fijd 

fchcm loo^ften fo intolerably/ ftupid and ^nfefefs fi 

to the bjuffnefs of religion, that it e^vMently appean 

to. have been none of tl^eir care, ^nd little good is 

to be done with them. Many, dmes they are sot 

fcnt to at 4U^ ^ad», wheji they arc^ it.*is too often » 

very little. pqrpofe» confidering what, fort of perto 

they ha,vc to deal with. The man they arc to vilit, 

^efires to partake of their prayers. fc|c looks upoa 

btmfelf as. taking hia leave of this worJd> and begs thcf 

^ill befeech Almighty God to grant him a haj^y 

pafTage into a bet(ex* But, $$ to the conditions required 

pn his own part, and without which there is no hope 

pf falvation, be is a great ftr^Qger to them. If he be 

afked, Wh^t gropnds he has to hope^ that God is it- 

tonciled.to him* and has fofgiven his fins; his anfwer 

}s. That be has lived quietly and pea(:eably,has wronged 

pone of his neighbours, and (q be hopes well of him* 

ielf. ^uc aflf him to give an account of his faith, and 

he does ic very lamely. )^e has lived always in the 

hofom of the Church, and commonly h^s made a part 

of the piiblick congregation) bur, ,npt having bcfs 

fought his Catechifm when he was young, nor having 

(luly accudpmed himfeif to read the Scriptures, acd 

other good books, fince, he is almofl as licde verfcd 

^n the principles pfChriftianity, as if he had been bred 

pp amongft the favage Indians, or in the dclerts of 

j(ra^iq» T^ ja i; 9 dr^^df ^l cai^k^ ^pd Lch a ^ikcxk ^ag^, 

wax 
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.<tocnt to a faithful paftor, as one would jTcarce imagine 
poffible in a Chriftian couotry, aa9 where the Iree ufc 
of the Gofpel is allowed, and the reading of fr en- 
couraged, and its dodrines continually explained and 
iflculgaied, as they arc with us : yet I am well affured 
it is too true, and too common. 

Eufeb. This is a fad (lory, if it happen but novi*^ 
and-then. 

Tbeopb. I doubt, if you aflc of them who have hj^d 
occafion to know it beft, you will fin J it no fuch rarity 
as you may imagine. And then if you in.quire into His 
pradice, he hopes well of it; but, alas! he is mifcra* 
biy deficient here too. He was bred up with ti profef- 
fion of religion, and has avoided fome of the more hei- 
nous fins, fuch as robbery, adultery, iriurdcrr, or fo- 
Icmn perjury, which he has never been guiliy of, cho* 
perhaps he has made no confcienice of twearing in his 
ordinary converfation, in direil oppofition to our Sa- 
vioui's prohibition, (i) Swear not atqlt\ nor is notorious 
for drunkennefs, or lying, or dheating, though pofli- 
bly far Trom being innocent in any of thefe refpefts. 
As fur the worlhip of God in his family, he is as per- 
fcft a (Iraoger to it as can be, having neverprayed with 
chem, morning or evening, fince he h^d them to pray 
with, and podibly but rarely by himfelf -, nor perhaps 
has he fo much as ufed hinifclf to beg God*s blcffing 
upon his meals, or to return thanks for them. He has 
taken no ca^c of his children, to hrifi^ tbm up in the 
, nurture and admomiion of^ the Lord, lie minded Indeed 
to get wbat wealth he could for them, and to fettle 
them in the world to the beft advantage; but,' as to 
.their everlalling welfare, he hith had as little regalrd 
for that, as for his own; which he feldom, if ever, 
feriouQy thought of. He went on carelefly, and did 
as he faw others do, but never troubled himfelf to in- 
quire whither the path he was in would lead him, and 
whether the end of it would not be death, and ever-* 
Rafting deftru^lion. 

(Jf) Matth. y. 34. 

T 4 Eufeb. 
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Eufehn This is a woful proof of the great need (uc)i 
'hav£ of all the a01ftance that may be, to relcue thcnif 
if poflibte, from thofe intolerable tortures they have 
been fo long preparing for thcmfclves, 

Theopb. It is a melancholick employment to vifii 
fuch thoughdefs flnners, both becaufe of the dreadfid 
condition they are in at prefenc, and becaufe likewife 
of the little imprelTion is like to be made upon then), 
by all the beft advice that can be given them, the 
moft urgent and prelTing exhortations that can be 
ufedy and all the mod amazing terrors, that can be 
reprefented to thecn, or the moil bleffed hopes that cas 
be fet before them- 

Ancbitb. Can they pofllbly forbear coniidering ai 
fuch a time as this ? 

Tbeopb. It is too evident they can. Either they care 
not to hear of the danger they are in | or, if they gitr 
it a patient bearing, they hope God is merciful, and 
ivill pardon their fins ; they meant no harm, and they 
truft he will therefore be favourable to them j they arc 
forry they have offended him, and wifh they had done 
otherwiie, and perhaps make fome faint prornifes of 
being wifer for the futurfe, if it may pleafe God to re- 
store them to their health. But, as for any real figrii 
of a true and hearty repentance, thefe are raiely to be 
met with among fuch nominal Chriftians. 

Eufeb. This is a lamentable cafe. But yet, fince, if 
they will ever be brought to confider, they will do it 
upon a near profped of death j and fince it is found 
by experience, that fome few arc then fo awakened 
out of their former lethargy, as thenceforward rcalfy 
to become new inen\ it. is very fit they (hould have 
the means ufcd, to try what the efFcft will be. 

7becpb. And thofe who arc duly mindful of their 
flocks, will not refufe to do the utmoft in their power, 
for reclaiming fuch ; tho' it is eafy to imagine, what a 
mortificatjon it muft be to them, to obferve the diffi- 
culty of their undertaking, and the little hope they 
bftv? gf fgcccf* in U. This i$ a gr^at dif^ouragemcnt 
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to a good man ; but will not deter him from perform- 
ing his duty to them, whatfoevcr the event be. And 
it is a wonderful comfort to him, if at any time he be 
fo happy, as to awaken either a (lupid, or a hardened 
finner into a fenfc of his duty, to be truly humbled 
for his guilt, and earneftly dcfirous, not only of par* 
dbn for it, but of ability to bring forth fruits meet for 
repentance. 

Eufeb. Hence we fee, what reafon there is to try, if 
any good can be done upon the worft of men ; who 
we may be fure will hearken now, if ever. 

Tbeopb. And this confirms what I faid, that the 

tninifter ought to have notice, when any in his parilh 

are fick, that fo he may attend them, and do what 

fcrvice he can for them. For not only tbefe, but the 

holieft and beft of Chriftians, will acknowledge the 

' great benefit of his afliftance, of which they are fo 

J fcnfible, that they feldom need to be put in mind of 

' fending to him, and are rejoiced at the fight of him, 

' when coming to minifter to them, and are always 

' highly thankful to him for it. This therefore, is our 

! Church's firft dircAion to the fick. That notice be given 

to the minijler vf the parifb of his ficknefs. 

In the fecond place, inquiry is to be made^ whether 
the fick man has fettled his temporal affairs ; and he 
is to be exhorted to make his will immediately, if '\t 
be not already done« 

Eufeb. A very proper exhortation upon divers ac* 
counts. 

Tbeopb. Moft certainly j but not in relation to yf«- 

. chitbaneSj who, .10 my certain knowledge, has made 

his feme days fince : it had been better to have done 

it fooner \ but, being done, there is no occafion to 

prefs it now. 

Ancbitb. Tbeodorus^ good man, when he was firft 
fo kind as to give me a vifit, told me, he was com- 
manded to inquire what care 1 had taken, as to the 
difpofal of my temporal concerns; and was fo urgent 
vith mc to make no longer delay, left haply I 

might 



Hiight die toteftMc, and bring great .mUchief kj'M 
}iny family and relattOBS, that I forthwith fenc for a 
attorney, and difpaccfaed chat affair^ as TitofMliahM 
L^lccltred. 

t'bi^. It were greatly to be ivi(hed» that all vb 

Jbaye any eftates to ieave behind tbcm» would bep 

ifyd^d never ta be wkbouc a will, and ever-aod-ua 

to overlook ic, and fee what occafion there may be^ 

aoy^akecationain it. . I: have beard of fome that h» 

.leoewed -fbetr will anaually ; and I cannot buc thkt 

it very prudtnt, ialuofafas have great dealings in ^ 

oworld, €0 do lit. And aU others ought to aoieiKi vitf 

.€bey*fliall think del^ive in ic^ upon every coofidcn- 

^hie alteration in their circumftaoces. 

Eiifib^ This undoubtedly .were very advifcablc, if 
men would be prevailed with to hearken to ic. M 
ralas ! the generality are fo f^r from thus rcpcaODg 
their will, that they will not be got to niake.it BtA 
till they find tbemfelves at the. point of death ; apdii 
ia well, if they can be invited to do ic then. 

TJbeopb. They can no i more endure, to think w 
making their wills, than. of letting about their rcpeor- 
ance. And hence it too often conies to pafs^.tbat^ 
they acknowledge both neceflaryi and promife^ ^ 
fcem refolved, to do both before they die, they arcbodi 
.^ut off till it is too late, ^nd fo.are never done^ *"• 
It is highly reafonable therefore^ that this ^^^'^ J^ 
one part of the fick man's examination,^ to, the w 
that if he have hitherto ncgledcd cither of thcfe dudcii 
he may beperfuaded to apply bioifelf to it witb ^' ^^ 
• fpecd that may be. 

Eu/eb. It were much rather. to be defired, that P^^ 
fons would take care. of both, in the time of tW 
health and ftrength, when they are better qualified **^ 
the performance of them. But fince the moft P^ 
.will not be brought to this,, by any confideratinn •r/tfj' 
foever, they have theimorc need to be put inaoio"^ 
ic when they come to die. 
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* Vheofh. 'And thus we are already fallen upon the 
toext part of 'the prieft's office in vlfiting the fick \ 
which is. To examine them cohccrning the reality and 
integrity of their faith, and the nature and fincefity 
of their repentance. As to the former of thefe, the 
truth and integrity of their faith, the office is vjry 
cxprefs'and clear, the form of doing it being direfted 
to be, by propounding the feveral articles of the Apof* 
^les Creed, by way of cjtieftion, whereby to Jearn, 
whether the Tick perfon do' really and truly believe 
them all. 

Eufeb. This Creed containing in it the funfi Of our 
Chriftian faith, .that is, of what is neceffary to be be- 
lieved fay each one of us, in order to falv^lbn ; it is 
but fit, the fick man ffiould be fure to fatisfy himfcif, 
whether he has taken care to be fully informed, Of What 
it fo highly imports him to know and believe to bis 
JbuFshealib. 

Tbeopb. This therefore the mmifter is to put him in 
mind of; and he is accordingly to deal faithfully and 
impartially by himfelf, and by no means to deceive 
himfclf, either with an ill-grounded, or a falfe faith | 
which, howfoevcr it might ftop the vbice of his con- 
fciencc at prefcnt, will ftand him in no (lead, wh^n 
he fliall be called to give up his account at the laft 
great' day. And then, as to the nature of the fick 
pcrfon's repentance, the prieft is to inquire, and fo 
are they themfelves too, into their hatred of, and 
humiliation for their fins, the forgivenefs of all that 
have injur'd them, their defirc of pardon from whom- 
Tocver they have offended, and their readinefs to 
make reftitucion to any they may have wronged. 

Eufeb. Till a man is thus difpos^d, there is no hope 
left for him. And there is therefore all the rcafon in 
the world, that this fliould not only be propounded to 
him, bur, if he be found negligent in this refpcft, he 
(hould be preflcd with all the vehemence and earneft- 
nefs that may be, to make the beft amendment bis 
prcfcnt unhappy circumftapccs wiH idmit of. 
<^ * Tbeopb. 
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Tbtcpb. This is the laft remedy be has left ; and tf 
he will not be perfuaded to make ufe of this, nochii^ 
farther remains for him, but defpair and mifeiy: 
which ought to excite him to leave no method juii* 
attempted, whereby he can any way hope to retrieve 
himielf out of this wretched condition, and to try, b; 
all means that can be thought of, whether it be yet 
poffibic to obtain the favour of God, and a well- 
grounded hope of falvation. But, conGdering Ancbi- 
thanes'^ manner of life, and his ufual care to pleafe 
God, and prepare for his latter end, I fhall not infift 
any farther upon this. 1 proceed rather to another 
part of the minifter*s office in his intercourfe with the 
iick man ; which is, fourtblyy To put him in mind of 
making afpecial confejfion of hhfins^ if he find bis csn- 
fcience trmbled with any weighty matter^ and then pro- 
ceed with him as he finds him a true pem'tent, or not. 
But this, together with the adminiftration of the holy 
facramenr, and the abfolurion upon your eameft dejhrt 
of it, having been all performed by Theoiioruu I pft 
over thefc too. 

Eufeb. If I mi (lake not, the mimffer is eamefily i$ 
move fucb Jick perfonsy as are of ability^ to h liberal /# 
the poor. 

^heoph. You are not miftaken. This is to be made 
z fifth part of the fick man's bufinefs, arid he muft be 
furc to take care of it now, if he have not done it 
before; as Ancbilbanes had done plentifully in his 
health, when what he gave, was a much betcer cha* 
rity than it would have been at this time: though 
now, by way of addition to his former btfncrfadlions, 
he has left a farther confiderable fum to that purpofe, 
in his will : To that neither is there occafion of recom- 
mending this duty to hiin. 

Eufeb. I truft Almighty God will give him an 
abundant recompence at the refurreSion of tbejufi. But 
what is the duty you would mention ? 

Theopb. A quiet, patient deportment under his 
diftcmper is a fixtb duty, neceffarily incumbent upon 

the 
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the (ick man« and which he is to take a particular 
care of: a duty, which (fo far as it rcfpcfts Almighty 
God, and the obedience chat is due to his moil holy 
AVill, and accordingly is to be put in pradtice at all 
times, whenever under any preflure of calamity) has 
been already fo largely recommended at a former meet- 
ing, that I need fay no more of it. Wherefore 1 (hall 
only obfcrve here, that he is to be patient and eafy as to 
thole who are about him, to aflift him in his ficknefs^ 
He is not only to take care, chat he be not like (r) Jo^ 
nabj angry at Almighty God, for his hand over him i 
but neither may he be pee villi and fretful towards 
thofe who are doing good offices for him ; which were 
an ill requital for all the benefit he receives by their 
means. This fort of carriage, 1 grant, is not readily 
avoided, when a man is tortured with excefllve pain, 
or faeat, or thirft ; fo that be knows not which way to 
turn himfelf to be at refl. But yet a good Chriftian 
will watch againfl it; that he do not return dif- 
obligations ^nd affronts, for the kind afTiftance they 
afford him. 

Ancbitb. This caution comes feafonably to me, who 
am too apt to be provoked at every little occurrence, 
and I know not how to help it. I do not encourage 
myfelf in it; and I never ufed to be fo before; which 
makes me hope it is the effe(ft of my difeafe, and will 
be forgiven me upon that account. But, however, I 
do endeavour to prevent it as far as I am able. 

Tbeopb. And fo you ought: for meeknefs and 
patience are virtues of no fmall account in the 
Chriftian religion. And (icknefs is a mod proper time 
for the excrcifc of them, fo far as the man can recoHeft 
fais thoughts, and govern himfelf. And though he 
cannot then command himfelf as at other times, and 
fo is more eafily tranfported beyond his bounds ; yet 
is the due government of his paffions fo much the more 
• commendable, by how much the mprc be finds himfclJf 
inclined to give way to them, 

(f) Joiu(b W, g. 
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Eufeb. Thefe arc fomc qf i;hofe duties, which con- 
cern the (ick man as fuch, and are to be attemkd to 
accordingly, by all chac would make a right ute df 
their fickncfs, to God's glory, and their own cvcrlaft- 
ing advantage. But by the difcourfe wc bad by chc 
way, it fcem'd to me, Tbeophiks^ there arc fcvcnJ 
other duties to be pradlifed upon this occafion, and 
which the Tick man Ought to employ himlelf about, a 
efpecially preparatory for death and eternity. 

Tkcopb. If is true, there are feveral others, be£dcs 
thefe hitherto mentioned, that each one ought to b^ 
exercifed in, vyhenever it is his lot to }angui(h upon s 
fick-bed, and be in expcftation of death : the chfcf 
of which I (hall now recite, as the time, and AncH- 
tbanesh flrength and patience, will give me leave. 

I. The firit is, a Jerious canfideration of death : That 
the fick man bethink himfelf in a folemn manner^ 
wha.t it 13 to die, and pafs into the other world. 

Eufeb. I. Peath is no lefs than a total feparatioa of 
fhe foul and body, and fo a difTolution of our natural 
frame and conftitution. And it will concern every 
one to prgvide for this, that he may be able to bear 
up againft al.l the terrors of it with courage and 
magnanimity, and not be overwhelm^ with torrowi 
upon every appearance of it, 

Theopb. You quite miftake me, Eufehius\ for I do 
fiot mean what I fpeakof death, in relation to it as fucb 
a quitting this earthly tabernacle, which is a matter of 
no fuch great concernment. For though thefe two old 
afibci^tes haying, perhaps, fpr threefcore or fourfcore 
jrears fucceHlvely, fo conftantly attended each other, a* 
never to have been parted one minute, the apprebcnfion 
of fuch parting may feem terrible beforehand', an^ 
put the man into a perplexity at the thought of it ^ yet, 
if rightly confider^d, there is no juftcaufeof being dif- 
may'd at this i t)ecaufe, though it mud be dwn'd, the 
body hereby becomes only a fenfelefs, ufeleis lump of 
cold clay, and afterwards the food of worms, the fouf, 
which i^ by far (Ik principal part^ ftm retains ks viva- 
s' tiqi 



Preparatidnfw DMtb. 25^ 

pity. This dies not, but is immediatdly traMiflated.' into 

another (lacf, where it not only renlaifts aiivety but fliiU 

^Q fp to the time of judgment. And, when chat great 

jjay comes, its former companion, the body, fliall be 

f aU'd, and reunited to it, thaft fa i\mj nnay^ condnitt 

^-b^echer to all eternity. So t4iat whMibever damage 

p^€r^ is in their prefeni fiiparalion, \t wUt be abua- 

l^antly cohipenfated at the refurrcftlon, when they . 

(hall meet again, and be conjoined to each oi^er, with 

^fi^h an intitnate and perpeniai union, as (hall never be 

-^iiTolved. In (hort, if the disjun<EHon of &he foul and 

pody puts an end to this (hort Hte, the fefvFnedion^ 

which is neceflarity co follow in its due time, will bring 

•th^rn together again, never to be parted more. And 

^tbis, methinks, fhould bantlh ail the trouble, that 

. might otherwtfe ar ife from the thoughts of death, con*^ 

lidered under this notion ; nfaifnely, that it is only the 

,^body, the grdfier and lefs valuable part, that dies, and 

^ that too but for a little timre y after #hic)i both fool and 

\ body fhall be reftored to each otlier, and enjoy one 

[ ibiother, with all the fecurity that can be defired or 

' Imagtn'd, and this to all eternity. Nor is this all, but 

! the body (ball slrife a pure, refined, and fpiritnal nature, 

I and by this means incomparably fitter for the foul's 

I operations, than ever it has been here. (^) This cor^ 

tnptihkjhstt put m inc&rruptiony and this mortal inmoT'^ 

! Ye^'/jr, and death Jhall U fwalhwed up in viSoryj fo aa 

' never to make a fecond attempt upon them. And can 

I any one thitik it hard to put off this meaner earthly 

I cloathing for a while, to receive it again with infinite 

Improvement \ to lay afide this lefs ufeful inftrumenc 

of the foul, that he may have it at length reflored, in 

far greater perfeAion, purged from all its corruption, 

healed of ail its weaknefles, and itcured againft mor« 

talicy, and all thofe difeafes, which are lo many in-^ 

ternal and natural, and all thofe unhappy accidents, 

which are fo many external contingent caufes of it. 

This muft be a blefied change for a corruptible) 

(4 1 Coi. av. 54. 

I^erilhing, 
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peritliiogt mortal bodyt fubje^ to (ickneiles and pdn^ 
and a ttwufand forts of deaths, to be made glorious ad 
itntnorul, and fet above the power of the masr 
misfortunes, whereto it is liable here. The foul &\ 
Ihall be wonderfully improved ^ its capacity Ihillk 
inlarged, fo that {c) though we fee now through o^ 
darkfyy jet then face to face j though now we ibmra 
part^ then toe fhall know more thoroughly^ roen as 4 
we are known : the confideration whereof, if rig^ 
attended to, will necefTarily be a powerful ancidoe 
againft thofe fears and dtfturbances, whereto peqpk 
ordinarily find themfelves fubjed upon thi» accott£ 
And for this reafon it was, that I tojd you I did oflt 
(peak of death, as a diflblution of the vital ooica, 
that is betwixt the foul and the body, becaufe noc i 
mny fuch ill confequences, as that a man needs to be 
greatly concerned about it. 

Eufeh. 2. You cannot mean it, I am confideoti n 
xo the pains of death ; becaufe, though thefe are maof 
times very (harp, they are of no long continuance 
and ufually the (horter, when they are tbe fbarper. & 
is a melanchoHck light to behold a dying man con- 
fined to a ftill and darkened room, ftored with poa 
and phials, with his relations and friends about him, 
confuicing his phyficians, and endeavouring; by aO 
means pofTible, to prolong a miferable life, chough ic 
be but for a few hours ^ to fee him lying in this aa- 
comfortable condition, panting for breach* figfaii^ 
and groaning, and making the mod doleful com- 
plaints of the agonies he feels in himfelf, too gietf 
for weak mortalicy to conflict with, and which mufi; 
inevitably wear him out in a very little time. Yoa 
cannot be fuppofed, I fay, to mean chis^ when yo9 
advjfe CO be thinking of death ; becaufe all this creit- 
mcnt, how painful focver to the paticrK, and howfih 
ever (hocking to others, is but of very (hort duradoo, 
and will foon be intircly over, 

(r) t Corrxiii-itr. 
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Tbecpb. I do as little mean this. For this, tho* the 
more common, is not the only way of leaving the 
world. Some are fnatched hence by outward acci- 
dents; fome by polypufes, epilepfies, apoplexies, 
convulfions, lethargies, and other latent diftempers, 
that difpatch them in a moment. Some have been 
overcharged with an excefs of meat or drink, or of 
fudden joy or grief. And fome again are worn out by 
age, and daily decay, and give up the ghoft without 
fo much as a figh, or a groan; And when death appears 
with its mod trightful countenance, and armed with 
its dreadfulleft terrors, as to the manner of it, tho* it 
be very afFeding for the prefent, all this is of fo little 
continuance, and will be over in fo fhort a fpace, as 
not to be of any confideration, in comparifon of what 
is to follow afterwards. 

Eufeb. 3. There is another profped of death,' that 
is terrible to mod men, and which needs to be pro- 
vided againfl: ; and that is with refpefl to the lofs that 
comes by it. For it is no Icfs than an eternal depriva- 
tion of all the good things of this life, which man- 
kind are fo inlatiably enamoured of, and in purfuit 
whereof they ufually fpend ail their days. And mod 
men will think it very hard, to be cut off in the midft 
of their hopes, when perhaps they have almoft ar- 
rived at the top of their defires -, to be then ftripped 
of all, and laid as naked in the earth, as if they had 
never been owners of any thing. (/) Be not afraid^ 
fays the Pfalmift, tbouj^h one be ricb^ or the glory of bis 
boufe be increafed 5 be Jhall carry nothing away with him 
when be dieth^ neitber Jhall bis pomp follow bim. fVbilebe 
livedo be counted bimfelf a happy man ; but be Jhall cer-- 
tainly follow the generation of bis fathers^ fhall dcfcend 
to the fame place of death and corruption, the dark 
and filent grave, whither they are gone before him, 
and fhall never fee light. How profperous Ibever liis 
circumftances are, when once death calls for him, 
there is no withftanding fuch a fummons ; but imme- 
(/) Pfal. xiix. 16, 17, 18, 19. 

U diately 
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diacely he muft forfake chetn all, and (£) g^ tola 
bng home. 

Tbeapb. All this is very true. When death corna^ 
every one muft leave his riches, his honours, lus 
pleafures, his friends and relations, and whatfoe?er k 
dcarefl: to him in diis world. All which are highly 
charming to the earthly-minded man, anditftrika 
him to the heart to think of parting with them. Afii 
oh that he could but have them any way ftcurfdai 
him as long as he Ihall have a being ! He would ito 
deCrc no better portion ; nor would he be prcvaiW 
upon to relign his intercft in them, for all the moJ 
ineftimable, unconceivable, immortal glory, ^ 
. blifs and felicity of the other ftace. Yet after all 
{b) they are fo (hort and uncertain a tenure, and liabk 
to fuch a variety of cafualties, and loffcs, and fraiA 
and violences, and at beft are unl'erviceable to fo maoj 
of the purpofes of life, that a wife man would ne«| 
fuffcr himfelf to be over-fond of them. But thcOf» 
we call to mind, how extremely dangerous and A- 
ftruftive they are; t\izt{i)ye cannot fervt Gdd 
mammon\ that {k) if any man kvetbewarUy tiehveojtlt 
Father is not in him\ that (/) the love of morny is ihe rti 
of all evily there being, as the orator fpcaks, (») ^*' 
lum (fficium tarn JanSum atqtfe folenne^ qucd non eeosn^ 
comminuere atque violare Joleat^ no duty fo facred »" 
folcmn, as that covetoufnefs will not impair and vio- 
late it-, I fay, if this betaken into the account, Jjj 
confideration thereof may well abate our reafonabk 
affedtion for any thing of this nature, and put us up* 
another fort of thoughts and deOgns. And indeed t» 
reflcft how flitting and uncertain, and again, how ulc- 
Icfs and unfatisfaflory afl lublunary enjoyments ^^ 



(a) Eccicf. xii. C. (b) Ov r^ fJU W i>6^ TlW5 '•^ 




xlviii. . . 

(/) Matth. vi. 24, (i) I John iu 15. W i Tim. ^' '* 

(01) Cic. pro Quintio, N. i^. ^^^y 



Preparation for Death. 259 

fhould certainly raife up our minds to the^joys that are 
above, and fliould teach us to {n) look not at thefe 
temporal good thingi which are feen^ but tbofe which 
are infinitely better and more defirable, that are not 
feeiZj and are eternal. And were but our hearts once 
throughly fet upon thefe, we fliould foon find it no 
difficult tafk, to defpife ail this life's tranficory im- 
peffed fatisfadlions and enjoyments, in comparifoo of 
thofe greater, and more durable, and confequently far 
more valuable treafures. This would make us even 
long to be at home, at our Father's houfe, to dwell 
in thofe blefled manfions which he has prepared for his 
beloved, to partake of that {0) fulnefs of joy^ 
which is in bis prefence^ and thofe moft tranf- 
porting pkafures^ which arc at his right band for 
evermore. Such is the vaft difference, that is be- 
twixt all the mod enticing allurements of this world, 
and Che unconceivable telicicy of the oth^r, that 
he who ferioufly attends to it, will find no more 
difficulty in refigning all here, to enter upon that far 
better ftate, than in parting with a poor homely cot- 
tage, amongft the meaneft of the people, to take 
poffeffion of a plentiful fortune, a (lately palace, and an 
honourable authority and jurifdidion. So far would 
he be from grieving at his changel It is related of 
(p) Cleombrotus and {q) Gorgias^ and CatOy and (r) di- 
vers others amongft the heathens, that they were fo 
weary of this world, and had fuch a longing and eager' 
defire after the rewards they promifed themielvcs in 
the other, as to be not only reconciled to death, but 
even fond of it ; and that they therefore fet thcmfelve^ 
to hailen it, as if it would not otherwife have feized 
them time enough. And what an intolerable (hame is 

(») 2 Cor. iv. 18. (0) Pfal. xvi, ii. 

0) B. Aag; dc Civ. Dei, 1. 1. c. aa, & Cic. Tufc. Qoaeft. 1. 1* 
c. 34. 

If) Lib. de ConfcSlat. Ciceroni attribut. 

(r) Laaant. Inflit. 1. 3. c. 1 8. & ^lian. Var. Hid. 1. 1 3. c. 20. 
Varen. de Religione in Regnii Japon. c. i. Le Slear Jovac. Hid* 
dca Religion^, Ton. 3. p* i8o» 184. \9^. 
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it for Chriftians, who have nobler rewards in View, 
than thefe could ever dream of, to be in bondage to 
what they were fo much mailers of! And above all 
times is fuch a dotage on the world mod ioexcufabic, 
when a man is convinced, that, in all probability, he 
is entering upon another life, wherein he can natber 
have occafion for, nor receive any benefit from, what 
he is fo loth to leave. This argues hisChriftianitfto 
have but little influence upon him, Gnce otbcrwife jx 
could not poffibly be fo regardlefs, either of the glories 
it ofiers in a future ilare, or of the ftrid obligatioosk 
lays upon all its profeflbrs, to bewareof being enflavtd 
to any thing here below. 

Eufeb. 4* Death may be confidered as a deliver- 
ance from this frail life, and the numerous calamitiesi 
and misfortunes of divers kinds, that b oxA^ 
attend it. Man is barn to trouble^ as ibe fpvhfj 
upwards. They arc natural to him, during his pa% 
through this vale of tears and forrows : and be cao 
no more hope to efcape them, than to live withotf 
breathing. As we are all, even the moft mifenbk 
of us, made partakers of innumerable, undeferved 
bleflings; fo, on the other hand, thofe who are in 
the moft advantageous circumftances, have never- 
thelefs, their different forts of erodes and vexation* 
to conteft with. {$) And that death puts an end w 
thefe, can be no misfortune ; nor need the thoughts 
of fuclj^ a bleflcd change to break any one's reft ^ 
forehand. Wherefore I cannot fuppofe this to be 
what you mean, when you call upon the fick man to 
confider, what it is to die. 

Theopb. You may be fure it is not- (/) For who 
would ever dread to be delivered from all hisiofirfflJ* 

(i) Moriar? hoc dicis, definam aegrotare pofTe ; defia***"* 
gari poHr, definam mori poiTe. Senec. Bpift. 24. 

(/) *E* «rA> ToTuec »i^, ^lfc^v TO aveodavui' yrof A Uif 4 ^^ •*?* 
^0*di)Gc. Arr. Epidlet. L 4. c. 10. '£• ^ mk^ m^ i2mu ^^^[^ 

t9isu&» ivQ^jMok r,/Aa( ft/if/fTm. Jodin. Mart. Apoi. a. 

tlCSf 
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ties, lofleS) cares» wrongs, affronts, or whatever 
kind of troubles? This were to be eftaemed a fingular 
lMp{Mneis; and fo far from adminiftring juft caule of 
complaint, or diflatisfadtion, that a man ought, in 
all! reafon, to conclude himfelf not a lofer, but a 
gainer ; not ruined, but faved by it. But there is flill 
another notion of death you have not yet touched 
upon. 

Eufei. 5. There is fo, that it is the door to an 
i eternal ftate. And what a remedy is this againft all 
I the fears of death, co think, that when we come into 
I the other world, we (hall be fure never to die more, 
but live to eternal ages ! O eternity I eternity ! What 
I an immenfe addition is fuch a boundlefs duration to 
i any fort of happinefs ! But what an excefs of hap* 
I pinefs mull it be, to live in peace, and reft, and joy ; 
i and neither hunger, nor tiiirft, nor meet with any 
I crofs accidents, or ill ufage ; nor be fick, nor grow 
old, nor die through a long eternity I This is fuch a 
) bleflled and lading duration, that our prefent tran- 
I iitory and troublefome life bears no manner of pro* 
\ portion to it ; and therefore ought, by no means, to 
I be fet in competition with it. 

Tbeopb. MoQ: certainly it ought not ; though there 

j had been ho more in the cafe, than that the life we 

\ eiiter upon at death, and which we are henceforward 

I to lead in the other world, is of a perpetual, eternal 

! continuance, and (hall never draw towards an end. 

But that which is each one's chief concern, and calls 

I for his utmoft care and diligence, and which^ to this 

end, 1 now recommend to your confideration, is the 

nature of the (bore whereon we (halt be landed in that 

eternal world, {u) Our bodies, at death, univerfally 

return to the earth, from whence they had their firft 

extraction : but our fouls pal's immediately into an- 

(k) Mortalitas ifla, ut Judaeis & Geocilibus, & ChrxfU hoilibuf 
peftis eil, ica Dei fervU falocaris excefTos eft. B. Cypr, de Mortality 
Miferiarum omntain, qoas vivencea percuUnus* finis elt in morte* 
Jnier CUtronis oftrap Hi. di Coa/olai^ 

U 3 other 
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other life, rither of happincfs^ ormilery; IcTs period 
in the mean time, but which will be fully completed 
at the refurre&ion, and the general judgcncnt ofall 
mankind: at which time, our blefied Lord, vbo 
is to be our Judge, acquaints us beforehand, thacfoise 
fhall be fet on the right«hand, and the reft on [he 
left •, and that a very difierent fentrace (hall be pif 
upon them, to the unfpeakable comfort and happine^ 
of the former ; and the ineviuble, intolerable, irre- 
. parable deftruftion of the latter, (x) fFben the Son if 
tnanjhall come in ins glory^ and all the holy angels vni 
bim, then Jhall be Jit upon the throne of bis glory. M 
before bim Jhall be gathered all nations^ and be ftntUfift 
rate them one from another y as a fiepherd dividetb it 
Jbeep from the goats : and he Jhall fet the fieep m tit 
right-bandj but the goats on the left. Thenjball the B^ 
Jay to them on his right- hand j Come^ ye blejfed ^^ 
Father^ inherit the kingdom prepared for you from A 
foundation of the world : and {y) Jhall Jay alfo unto ihm 
on the left-handy Depart from me^ ye curfedy into net- 
lajiingfire^ prepared for the devil and bis angels. And 
accordingly, (2) Thefe Jhall go away into everh^ 
pumjhmenty but the righteous into lije eternal. So att) 
the Apoftle St. Paul aflurcs the Romans^ in his cpifflc 
to that church, {a) That God will render ta every n^ 
according to bis deeds 5 to them^ whoj by patient atttt- 
nuance in well-doings feek for glory^ and honour^ i^A 
immortality^ eternal life \ but unto them that are coM- 
tiousy and obey not the truths but obey unrighteeu/nffit 
indignation and wrath, tribulation and angmjh^ fff^ 
every foul of man that doth eviJ-^ of the Jew jSrft* ^ 
alfo oj the Gentile. And in the Revelation of iSt, Jot^ 
(b) He, fays the apoftle, that overcometh^ Jhall inherit 
all things j and I will be his God^ and be Jhall be mjj^ 
But the fearful^ and unbelieving^ and the abonandk 
, and murderers^ and whoremongers^ and forcerers^ td 
idolaters^ and all liars^ Jhal\ have their part in the kit 

(*) Mattb, xxv. SI, 3», 33, 34. ij) Ver. 41, tz) Vet. ^ 
U^ Rom. ii, 6, 7, 8, g. {6) Rev. xxi: 7< 8. ' , 
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zjt7hicb humetb with fire and brimftone 5 which is the 
fecond death. From which, and multitudes of other 
places in the New Teftament, it is eafy to obferve, 
^what reafon every one has to be exceedingly folici- 
rous, as to wharfhall become of him in the other life. 
Seeing fome Ihall be infinitely happy and glorious, 
and others no lefs miferable, and (his to ail eternity ; 
none, who has not his Underft^nding grofly ftupificd,' 
can avoid believing it to be a matter of the higheft 
importance to him poflible, to have his portion 
amongft the former. For this therefore each one 
ihould be providing all bis life long, as the only way 
to fave his foul, and make himfelf for ever happy. 
' But when he comes to be confined to his bed, arfd 
' fees his end at fo near a diftnnce, that he can almoft 
' look forward into the other world, as Mofes did from 
\ mount (c) Nebo into the land of Canaan^ he will be 
naturally inclined, eagerly to defire, and long to 
' know, what will become of him in that other ftate. 
' If he find, that God is reconciled to him, through 
' Chrift, and fo he may look upon himfelf as intitled 
to the heavenly felicity, what a mighty comfort mull 
' fuch a reflection be to him ! How will he be tranf* 
ported, and almoft overwhelmed with joy, at fb 
ravifhing a difcovery ! And, on the other hand, if 
bis fins bear fuch witnefs againft him, that he has no 
hope to efcape the wrath to come, but finds himfelf 
even upon the brink of hell, and ready every hour 
to drop into it, fuch a doleful profpeft, if he be capa- 
ble of thinking at all, will be fure to plague and tor- 
ment him; and almod caufe a Hell within him, 
whilft he is not yet call into thofe difmal flames. To 
lofc an eternal enjoyment of the perfefteft and com- 
pleted happinefs, in all rcfpefts; to be undoubtedly 
aflured, that there are ineftimable rewards to be diftri- 
biucd amongft the faithful followers of our Lord 5 
immortal diadems to be put upon their heads, and 
thrones and kingdoms to be allotted them, {d) pro 
(0 Deat. xxxiv. i, 3, 3, 4, $• {/) Tertul. Scorpiac. c. 6* 
U 4 varietate 
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varietate merttorum^ according to their feveral qualifi* 
cations and fervices j to know, for a certainty, that 
Heaven is a place of incomprehenlible fatisfafiioa 
and delight, infinitely beyond what can be exprefs'd, 
or conceived ; and that the righteous fhall be ever- 
laftingly poffefs'd of it \ and yet» not only to come 
ihort oi this fo vaft a recompence of reward^ but to 
meet with a Hell in lieu of it ^ to be caft/into an infa^ 
tiable gulph of exceflive angui(h, and incurable de- 
fpair ; to be lodged amongft the devils, and damned 
fpirits; and to be tortur'd and plagued by them 
with the utmoft fpite and malice ; to lie yelling and 
roaring, and toffing and turning, in burning ftreams 
of the hotted fulphur, without intermiffion or ccfla- 
tion 'y to meet with all thefe unconceivable agonies, 
inftead of enjoying an uninterrupted (late of the per- 
feded happinefs with the faints above, is fo fad and 
doleful a cafe, that no words can exprefs, or fancy 
imagine, the terror of it: and, efpecially, if hcreio 
be added the duration of this woful date ; that it is 
to lad for evermore, and never, never, never to have 
an end ; but after as many thoufands of years as there 
are drops of water in the ocean, grains of fand on 
the ihore, fpires of grafs throughout the earth, and 
ftars in the firmament; after as many myriads of 
years, or even as many millions of ages, all this mi- 
fery will be no nearer a conclufion, than at the firft 
beginning of it. Whom does not fuch a meditation 
prefencly pierce to the quick ? It is a very affli<5ling 
thought to a good man, that this mud be the ever- 
Jaftingly wretched date of far the greater part of man- 
kind. But to the finner, who defervedly expedls to 
be in a little time irrecoverably plunged into ail this 
woe and mifery, the dread of it, one would think, 
were enough to bereave him of his fcnfes •, or, per- 
haps, to ftrike him quite dead. At lead, it mud 
make fuch an impreffion upon him, that if any thing 
in the world can biing him to a ferious temper of 
mind, and put him upon confulting his efcape from 

fuch 
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fuch a fcene and weight of forrows, this muft do it. 
This tneditacion alone, to one that apprehends him* 
felf already within a few fteps of fo intolerable, dolo- 
rous a condition, (houid be fufHcient to mfelt a heart 
of adamant, and diflfoive it into floods of tears. And 
thofe men muft be moft defperately regardlefs of 
their ownfafcty, whom fo awakening a refledlion will 
not put upon contriving, by all means poflible, to 
iecure tbemfeives. And oh, that the (inner would 
therefore be perfuaded to bethink himfelf, and grow 
wifer, before it be too late ! That he would make 
, the bed u(e hp can of the few hours he has remaining^ 
! to try if God may yet be prevailed with to extend 
his mercy to him, upon a hearty and exemplary re- 
pentance ! Ijtt him weigh well within himfelf, that 
! when once the flender thread 6t his iife is cut, it will 
be too late for him to think of obtaining a pardon 
afterwards. For be muft then be dragged to his trial, 
with all his fins about him, and thence to the place 
of execution, to be racked, and tortured, and tor- 
mented, till be ihall have paid ibe uttnoft farthing; 
Who can pofiibly forefee this to be his own condition, 
and forbear, one minute, to fummon together all his 
forces, and exert the utmoft of bis power, to xefcue 
himfelf out of it, with all the fpeed that may be ? 

Ancbitb. A fcnfe of fuch exceffive danger is the 
(Irongeft motive that can be, to a ferious recolledlion, 
and a diligent ufe of whatfoever means are neccflary, 
in order to a recovery out of it. 

Euffib. (0 Mercury in Jjtcian advifes to meditate upon 
death, and the little diftance it is ofF, as a fingularly 
ufeful means for difpofing us, both to live foberly, 
^nd to die eafily. And, agreeably hereto, (f) Seneca 
profe(£:s of hinifelf, that he took care to live. in con- 
tinual expedSlation of that great day, when judgment 
ihall pafs upon all his former years ^ and found thii 
happy efFeft of fuch his practice, that be was above 

{t) Char, feu ContempK 

(/) Non umore iuqae coniponor ad ilium diem, &c. Epiil. 26. 
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the fear of dying, whenever bis time fliQuId otnt 
And again he affirms, that (x) Norn can hope uji 
that timCf mlb a cbearful and campafed cmmUmn, 
who bos nit taken care to reconcile bimjelf toish^ 
band ; and hence adviies, {b) to be alwwfs m^i 
it. Much more Ihould Chrifttans lay to heait tk 
infinite concern they have depending upon their fitaei 
to die well, and as becomes thofe who haveaoabie' 
dant aflurance, incomparably beyond what cbe d 
of the world had, of a future immortality, wicb whid 
nothing here below can bear to be fee in compedtn 

Tbecpb. And the nearer they draw to this cnM 
ftate, the greater reafoo they have to be rumin^ 
upon it, and upon that death, whkh is the oflff, ^ 
the certain paffage to it, and fo to prepare themfetfo 
for it^ as that it may happily convey them ioxsocad 
glory. Thefe forts of meditations juftly challenge o«J 
frequent and ferious thoughts, and the fooner we69 
upon them, fo much the better. 

Eufei. Death, as it is a paflage to eternity, jsi 
matter of that great weight, that if it will not brio; 
men to their wits, and make them ferious and o^ 
fiderate, it is not to be hoped, that any thing* 
ihould be able to do it. He that can ftand out agaM 
fuch an awakening /hock, may juftly be given ^ 
as defperace and incurable. He now fees our Savioon 
dodrine manifeftly verified, (i) // be Jbotdd ^ein t» 
whole world by the lofs of bis foul^ it would be an ci- 
ceedingly dear bargain, and what he would ta'c 
caufe to lament for ever and ever. And it is very 
ftrange, if men can be fo hardened in their fins, « 
to iUiid out againft all thefe terrors, and, \f&^ ^ 
hufbanding the little time they have left, to ciR 
themfelves willingly, and with their eyes openi ^^ 
the pit of deftruAion. 

{g) Epift. 30. , ^ 

{b) Ta tamen mortem ut Bonqoam timeas, fempercqp»' ^^ 
(#) Matth. xvi. 26. 
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fbeopb. You fee then, I had very good reaibn. ta 

recomcnend a fgbcr and folemn confideration of deaths 

as an efFe&ual courfe, in order to a ferious preparation 

for It. 

Ancbiib. You had fo ; nothing being a more pow- 
erful incentive to an earned defire aiid end(;avour to 
fit ourfelves for our latter end, than duly to bethink 
ourfelves of that everlafting ftate» cither of incom- 
parable happinefs, or inexpreflible tortures, wherein 
death will moft certainly lodge every one of us, me» 
in all appearance^ in. the firft place, and you nojt long, 
"after. 

A Prayer for a fenfiified Confideratipn of Death. 

^Jjmgbty Gody our Heavenly Father i mho giveft us 
"^^ life^ and breatb^ and aU things \ and on wboje 
infinite goodnefs^ and mercy^ thro* Cbrift nrf Saviour^ 
is all my dependence J both for the prefent^ and in order 
to a future ftate ; caft an eye of pity upon me in this 
declining condition ; and give me grace to make a due 
improvement of it. Let no terrors of deaths bom near 
foevery prevail over me, and affright me cut of my hope 
in thee. And fuffer me not^ on the other band^ vainly 
to prefume upon thy goodnefs. Open mine eyes^ and 
awaken my flttggifh foul, tbatj feeing how little time * 
/ am to expelf in this worjd^ my hearty my thoughts, 
and all my defires, may be fet upon another ; amt my 
whole bufmefs may be to fecure to myfelf an intereji 
therein. Give me fuch a comfortable and well-grounded 
affurance of another life with thee in Heaven, as may 
protest me frstm all thofe fears of death, to which 1 
might otherwife be in bondage. I am fenfible, that 
death is not only a departure hence, but a tranfiation 
into another eternal world, where I mufi live for ever, 
either with thee and my bleffed Saviour in endlefs gkry, 
or with the devil and bis angels j in the bottomlefs ahyfs 
pf mifery. And, accordingly^ I do moft earneftfy beg, 
that th( refult of thefe moft weighty meditations may 

he 
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Be a care^ fiitt more and more^ to mortify all mj vsftfk 
and carnal inclinations^ and to make the b^ ufi ii 
may be^ of the Jbort remainder of my time ; tbaifi 
may be in a readinefs to quit my fiaiion, whenever tk 
Jbalt can for me. To ibis end^ teach me fo to nme 
my dajs^ that I may apply my heart to the onfy tmd 
famng wifdom j tbat^ being fuUy convinced, bom jri 
a creature man isj and how near /, in partictdsTy ^ 
at this time to be to my peat change^ 1 may pot i 
diligence to perfeff niy preparation for it^ that ji i 
longer 1 continue here^ the better I may tmprovt n^ 
to thee I and the nearer I come to my latter ciii 
jitter I may be for it^ and for the fruition of tbjft^ 
everlqfiing glory ^ thro* Jefus Omft our Lard. Arno). 

Another^ for Deliverance from everlafliog DoA 

jpRtferve me^ O Lord^ and ftrengtben me agei^i 
^ tins worlds s temptations ^ and of thy great wn 
fave me from the wrath to come. Be with me mVi^ 
at the hour of deaths and let no evil hurt me. ^ 
inowefi^ Lord^ the fecrets of all hearts ; Jbut ntt ^ 
merciful ears to my prayers. But fpare tne^^^ 
mofi hofy^ OGodmoft mighty^ O hofy and mojt ff^ 
Saviour^ thou mofi worthy Judge eternal^ ft^er m^ 
to nnfcarry atnrylafi howr\ but fave me from the HUe 
pains of eternal death \ that whatever becomes tf ^ 
in the mean time^ 1 may by no means be irrecevtraf 
miferableinafuturefiate. Amea. 



Another, for a happy Eterni^* 




may be thine-, and after 
live and rejoice in tbee^ and may bkfs^ and pre^t^ ^ 
glorify thy holy name thro* an endlefs eternity. G^^ 
this, O bleffed God, for Jefus ChrijPs fake, owrh^^ 
Amen. ' 
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Tbeoph. IL Another duty I would recommend, as 
neceflarily incumbent upon the fick man, is to wean 
bimfelf from the world. I have already obferved the 
inlufficiency of all earthly poflcflions and advantages^ 
and, by confequencc, the great reafon we all have to 
labour after fuch an indifferency towards them, as 
thaf they may never be able to weigh down our fouls, 
and keep them from afpiring after a far more de- 
firable reward in the higheft Heavens. And indeed, 
(*) till we have got the conqueft over ourfelves, it will 
be impofllble to quit this prefeht life with a willing 
mind, tho* at the call of God himfclf ; becaufe thefe 
earthly objefts will be fo many dangerous retraftives, 
filling men with forrow at the thoughts of leaving 
them, and making them loth to depart thither, where 
chey (hall be fure to have no farther enjoyment of 
chem. He that has his affedions glued to the earth, 
will not know how (if it could be allowed him) to 
mount up to Heaven, with any fatisfadion or eafe ; 
but will recoil, ftart back, and faint, and-bein agonies, 
and almoft dead, at the apprehenfion of bidding fare- 
wel to them. And, whilft the thought of foch a 
removal is thus diftafteful to him, it is not to be 
imagined, that he can be reconciled to it. Nor ought 
he to look upon himfelf as in a due preparation for 
death, till he has got his foul at liberty from the 
bondage it had been in to thefe vain allurements : 
which, one would think, were no hard tafk, confi* 
dering the many erodes and difappointments (/) which 
vfually accompany them; and that themfeives alfo 
are, at bed, deceitful and unfatisfaAory, and {m) ail 

{h) Siqaid mirabere, pones Invitaa. H^at. 1. i. Bpift. to. ¥.31. 

(/) Siquis modo fecum aniroo repatarit, quam calamttoia fie Iubc 
aoftra omnia vita, quot pericolis, qaoc morbu, quoc cafibos* qiiot 
^urii, qaotinconiiDodis, qaot vitiis, ^uot injuriis fit obnozia,qu^in 
exigaa pars ejas nobis abeat, non dicam cum voiuptate, fed non 
gliqoa cgritndioe contaminata ; deinde qaam tugax etiam ac 
praeceps, propemod^m, etiam gratolabttor iist qui maturus earn 
Itliqaerinc. Erafm* Didamai, de Mortt. 

Im) Bcdef. i. 14. 

tie 
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the works that are done under tbefun^ are btU vamiy 
and vexation of fpirit. The dying Chriflian has fo 
much a nobler purchafe in his eye, that his defires 
ihould be carried forth intirely after that, and he 
Ihould be heartily afhanned to take up with any thing 
ihort of it. Efpecially feeing, that had thefe earthljr 
enjoyments, of whatever fort, been far more valuable 
than they are, they might be fo to others ; but can 
be no longer of any ufe to him, who is upon his 
entrance into anothei:; world. He may look back, 
and fee what dangerous temptations they hav^e been 
CO him ; but all he haik now to do with them, is only 
to take his leave of them, and fue to. God for the 
forgivenels of any pad: abufe of them he has been 
guilty of. They are fcrviccablc, to a great degree^ 
in our paflage thro* this prefent life ; and if well im- 
proved, in adls of mercy and charity, will bring us 
to an ample reward above in Heaven •, but this is 
all the benefit he can exped from them. We are 
only intruded with them, during our ftay here ; and 
mud neceflarily refign them, whenever we lay afide 
this eartbfy tabernacle^ there being no farther ufe we 
can then make of them. They will contribute nothing 
10 the wicked man's eafe, when he comes to languifh 
in fuch excefs of pain and torment, in the burning 
lake, as nothing in the world can mitigate. And 
thofe in Heaven will have no need of them ; for thcj 
will be everlaftingly poflfefTed of vaftly greater and 
more durable treafures ; and fo will look down upon 
all this world's glory, as not deferving any regard 
from them. And this leflfon it is the fick man's part 
to teach himfelf beforehand, that when he fhall be 
called hence, he may quite difl)urden himfelf of fuch 
his heavy clog, and may be perfcdlly at liberty to 
obey, and be gone. And who can tell, whether one 
great end of God's not cutting men off immec^ately, 
but continuing them for ibme time under their fick« 
nefs, tfiay not be to work this good efieft upon them ? 
He very well knows» what an inexcufable fbudnefi 

the 
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the generality of mankind have for thefe things ; how 
intent they are upon getting them j how they tor- 
ment themfelves with the fear of lofing them ; and 
again, how forrowful they are at the lofs of any part 
of them ; what an occafion they are of many forts 
of wickednefs; and how people will venture to be 
damned for them. And where he fees any thus en- 
(laved to them, it is a great mercy in him, to allow 
them a little time of refpite, wherein to rcfled upon 
their vanity and emptinefs, to repent of the fins 
whereinto they have at any time been drawn by 
them, and to let themfelves free from them. And it 
is highly unreafonable for fuch an one, not to com- 
ply, with all the willingnefs that may be, with this 
fo gracious a dcfign, fo proper and feafonable in itfelf, 
jind which may turn fo highly to his own advantage* 
And I muft therefore beg leave to recommend to 
every one the apoftle St. PauPs advice, which he gave 
the Corinthians J fo to get themfelves afFeAed with a 
ienfe of the Ihortnefs and uncertainty of our abode 
in this world, as not to be brought into fubje&ion 
to any thing in it. (») Now, this Ifay^ brethren^ tie 
time isjborf. It renuUnetb that both they that have wives^ 
he as tbo* they bad none ; and tbey that weep^ as though- 
they wept not y and they that rejoice as though they 
rejoiced not j and they that btey^ as though they pojfejfed 
not ; and they that ufe this worlds as not abufing it: 
far thefajhion of this world pajfeth away. {0) Where- 
fore, feeing we brought nothing into this worlds and it 
is certain we can carry nothing out^ what unaccountable 
folly is it to fet our hearts upon what we muft be fure 
to leave, in a little time; and the leaving whereof 
wilU by this means, become a fore Vexation to us ! 

Eufeb. Nothing feems more naturally ferviceable, 
to take our minds off from thefe things, than a fick* 
bed ; both becaufe it (hews the man, that he is not 
like to be allowed any longer enjoyment of them j 
and becaufe he now finds, by fad experience, not 
(») ia)r, fift. 29, 30, 51. {0) 1 Tim. ▼1.7. 

only. 
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only, that they cannot prolong his decllnin£ life,, but 

likcwife, how little they can contribute towards giving 

him any eafe from his pains, or recovery from bis 

ficknefs. 

Tbeopb. It may be a trouble to him to caft his eyes 
back, and fee how much more agreeably he had lived 
formerly, than he does at prefcnt ; though, as yer, 
poffeffed of as much of this world, as ever he had io 
his whole life. But it is a demonftration of the abfur- 
dity of fuffering his affeAions to be ftill fixed upon 
what he is now fully convinced, to his coft, will 
(p) not profit in the day of wratb^ (q) will never favc 
the owner from death, nor give him eafe wbilft he 
draws towards it \ and prefies him hard to recal his 
thoughts, and place them upon thofe more amiable 
obje&s, which will be fure never to fail or difappdoc 
him, if he can but once attain to them. However 
he might formerly have been deceived with appear- 
ance, inftead of reality, and take thefe gaudy vani- 
ties for folid and fubftantial treafures, it is full time 
for him to change his opinion of them, now that he 
finds them all to be but a feeble fupport ; and that 
they will leave him in a difconfolate condition, when 
he has moft need of their help. Wherefore, fincc 
he can obtain no relief by their means, now that he 
is in unufual want of it, common prudence would di- 
rect him, not to put a higher value upon them than 
they defer ve ; not ever to trouble himftlf more, for 
what he fees is thus vile and worthlefs. • 

Eufelf. A late learned pi-elate (r) gives a very dimi- 
nutive charaftcr of them, from the wife man ; who, 
he tell us, fums up their whole value in thefc two 
words, vaniiy and vexation. And then he aiksavery 
rational queftion i At what price^ you would rate vanity, 

{p) ProT. xi. 4. ^ 

(^) Qoas nee felicitatemy nee qoietefn prxftare poflant, qme 
CiecM fuis amatoribos pollicentor. Lud. Berus ilifrafarai ad mtr- 
am, ea^. i. 

(rl Biihop Hopkias'a Famtj of the WwUt Pag. 105, 106. 

S vbich 



Preparahonfor lUath. 273 

, which is^noibing ; or vexation, which is worfe than 

f nolhing Y 

! Tbeopb. And well he might. For what man, not 
. intircly bereaved of his iVufcs, would be perl'uaded 

I to love, and dilquicchimfelf for, what he is fatisfied 

;. beforehand, he can never put any truft in ? 

Anchilb. And fo I remember {s) another devout 

I and afFeAing author, though, I confefs, not of our 

[ communion, tell us^ God fows gall and ivormwood in 

: the goods of ibis life^ that the fouly being qffii£ledy may 
repent and turn to him. 

Tbeoph. And who would be enamoured of gall and 

I. wormwood? Arc thefc fuch irrcfiftible temptations, 
that the profpedl of heaven and eternal happinefs is 
not CO be preferred before them f Away with fuch fot- 
tUhnefs and (lupMiry, and lee Us begin at length to 
grow wife, and truly conjider our latter end. Let us 
remember, we know not bow fpeedily* we may be call- 
ed hence, and then what plenty foever of thefe en- 
joyments had fallen to our Ihare, they will all be furc 
to forfake us at the grave, if they had not done it 
Iril|cb^foOoer. And let us (hew ourielvcs men, by a 
fligbc regard for them, that tho' we ufe them as we 
have occafion, we never dare to abufe them, or our- 
felves, upon their account. Let us eftecm of them, 
according to their intrinfick worth, not our own vain 
imagmatipns. And let us be furc to employ them 10 
the end for which they are committed to our manage- 
mtrac, the fupply of our own and others neceOit es. 
liCt us alio fit fo loQfe to them all, that we may as 
eafily lay them afide when we come to have no longer 
need of them, as the traveller docs his thick and 
heavy clothes in a hot funfhine day, or his dirty 

J onea at the end of his journey. This is a duty that 
all are obliged, as Chriflians, to be continui^lly ex- 
erciied in, nothing being more plainly required in 

' (/)'Enfeb. Nifrembergh of the MJmnce betwten the Temporal 

' mndtbe Ettrtud. I. 5. C. 9. 
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Script^^e« than (/) not io l^vi tie vmii^ mrtbeOif 
rf it. But the fick are to be particulariy orcfal of % 
upon a \woibld account : Firjtj Becaufe they knot 
aflbredljr, if they do it not before they leave tk 
world* they can never hope to do it to any adm 
eager hereafter ; and again^ becaufe, if riiey deptf 
hence, enflaved to chefe vain delufions, the love ai 
frienJ^f nf tht wcrldis fuch emmly to Godj AattliQ 
ihall never obtain an admiflion into his gloiy. & 
4hat this is one neceflary branch of that more infi» 
diafie preparation for death, which every one is totik 
care of, namely, to wean ourfelvea more and mos 
from tlie world, and fee that the lefs time ive? 
prebend ourfelves like to continue in it, thekfin^ 
gard we have for it ; that fo we may be able to bR 
. it with the greater indifferency for any thing in iti 

A Prayer for Vidory over the World, and die ill' 
uinment of God's grackm Promife. 

L 

rpRD Gcd Abfttgbty, infinite and eternal, aOiknU 
Heavens are thine, and tie earth haft tbeag^^ 
the children rf men. BkjfsdhethybofyNatne.ferAet^ 
ticn of the good things (hereof, which then hafi k/hoait 
on me thy moft unworthy fervant, that then bt^ftt^^ 
pofed me to tbofe wants and diffictdties, that matf i^ 
tetter than me, are forced toftrnggk with, hnthtfi^, 
my Hfe eafy and comfortable tome. I am e^bmmd^ taio 
fincerehf humbk myfelf before thee, for all mine d^ f 
tins thine aiundani goodnefs to me ; befeechifig thet, if^! 
great mercy, to pardon tbefe w/f mfcarriages, aoil^fS 
me grace to make a right improvement of alt tiy^J^ 
thefutnre, if itjhall be thy good pleafure to allow m «^ 
for it. Or if thou ha^ determined to remove me bmtifr 
mediatefyj yet do not refufe to wean my heart fitfif^ 
tbefe tran/itory enjoyments, that ihty m^f no leagtr kt 
an; dominion over me : vouchfafemeafi^tmti^fit^ 
(i)iJalMiii.is. 
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iiallnufvake tbgm a^iwrdaig to thnt trui tmib \fo0s 
neither to he unihani^ul to thee, wy God^for them^ nor un- 
willifig to rffign them^ whenfoever tboufi>4iUpU(^e to A- 
mand them^ or to takemaaoay from them. H^ork up ay 
foul to fiuh an indifferency towards tban^ as that tbey mcff 
be no hindrance to me, in the frofecuticn of what is infinity 
more defiratle. And raife updfomy apSions to the tbii^s 
akcve^ where Chrifi Jitteih at the righi-hand of God, that 
my heart may be fully fet upon them ; and I may be able to 
di/pife all that this lower world contains, in comparifon of 
fbem. This I b^for thy dearly beloved Son*s Jahf Jefus 
\ CBr{/i our Lord. Amen. 

! IL 

, jNcMne my foul,. O Lord, to labour^ above all things, of- 
^ ter a pprpeinal enjeyment of fhee nrf greatefi good, mid 
; 49 attainment of tbofe ever Lifting rewards, which thou baft 
. prepared for thy faithful difdpUs, in the kingdom of Hea- 
ven. Andfuffvr not anyfublunary advantages whatfoever^ 
fo^prefs down my defines ta the earth, and earthly things. 
V Remind me of my mifi holy profeffion^ and the hope that is 
J f$t h^ore ma, md what aAnirable eneour^ement I have, 
,. not to lay up ia myfdf treafures here btlow^ where rijff and 
^ moth do corrf^t, and thieves break throiigh and fieal -, but 
I readify to ov^loak all tinngs of this nature, in refpeS to 
, the infinite giories of tbeo&er life, whither my Saviour is 
^^fmeiifore : To whom with thee, O Father, and the Holy 
Gi^i be all honoar and glory world without end. Amen. 

IIL 

jQl GO Df wbodeclar^ thy almighty power m^chi^ 
^ .. ih fiewing mercy and pity, mercifully gran: to me 
^fucb « mtafyre of tbygrace^ that J, running the wof of thy 

commandments^ Hfi^ obt^n thy gracious pomifes, and be 

mide partaker of thy heavenfy treajure^ through Jefys 

Chtsfft our Lord. Amen. 

^' Theopb. in. Another duty purticularly incumbeoc 
upoa the fick man ii, to renew andperfeQ his repentance \ 

X 2 IS 
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to review his whole life paft, and bewail the erron 
and fins of it, to foe for the pardon of them, and os- 
feignedly and folennnly refolve agairift them for the h- 
ture. It is an amazing confideration to think, ho»j 
great a part of mankind hai^c the whole bufinefs « 
their lives to begin, when they arc at the point ct 
death. They have finned away all their workii| 
time, and perhaps not fo much as once let about wte 
they came into the world for •, and now char they tK 
almoft quite paft their labour, they have ir all yilfc 
do. No wonder of fuch be ftruck with aftonifhnnemz 
the fight of their own egregious folly, when they am 
thus late to be convinced, into what dreadful circuifr 
dances they have brought thcmfelves. What racks so! 
tortures muft they feel within their own breads, whes 
they find {u) how great a work lies upon their htrnds. 

' and how unfit they are for the difpatch of it, and ycc 
how little time they have before them, had they te 
better able to undertake it ; and withal, that they lie 
mod afiTuredly undone, ruined and undone trrecoven* 

• biy, and to alt eternity, except they can get it finiAM 
before they are taken hence. Some are fo intolefabif 
dupefied by a long courfe of fin, as to have no fenfe 
of their danger, when thus upon the brbk of irretrier* 
able perdition. But, as for thofe who have their coih 
fcience awakened by fo difmal a prolpeft, it is uapol- 
fible to exprefs the anguifh and renrKKfb, wte ewi t fc 
they mud inevitably be feized, the dingings wd 
twinges they mud inceflantly. fed within thecnmwi, 
from the terrible load of guile that lies fo heavy op* 
on them : which whether they (hall ever g^ {Mrdoo* 

' ed, after all they are able now to do In order w k, 
God. only knows. But I am fure they havrallcbe 
reafon that may be, to befiir themfelves with all dxir 
might, and make the bed improvement pofiifaki of 
thofe few minutes that are yet behind. 

(k) Ad tan cam nfgotioram agmen non (faffick ille ttmporitaiti' 
cuius. Erafm* d$pr4tfargt. a3 Morum, 
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" Edfeb. That undoubtedly they have ; and niuft be 
the moft wretched fots that ever were, the moft fenfe- 
leis part of the whole creation^ if they leave any thing 
undone, that can poflibly be done, in order to a re- 
covery out of this doleful condition^ whereinto they . 
have obftinacejy brought themfelves. This every one 
knows CO be crue, though very few have that fenfe of 
it they ought to have. 

Tbtopb. But thefe are not the perfons with whom I 
am concerned at preient \ any defign now being to fpeak 
to the cafe of fucb as had minded the bufinefs of re- > 
ligton in the time of cheir health, and are now to per- 
form only what relates more immediately to their (ick- 
bcd. And even thefe are^ as I faid, flill to renew and 
coinplete their repentance, to call themfelves to an ac** 
coanc for the dera^s of their wonted aftsof contrition, 
and to be grieved and afhamed, that they had not been * 
more perfccl, and better anfwered the defign of their 
profeffion, and to endeavour to fupply what was want- 
ing in them. And they fhould look upon it as a 
great mercy to them, that God is pleafed to allow them 
a fpact to do this in, and moreover, by the weight of 
his hand upon them, to excite them to take care of. 
themfelves. And in truth, confidering the frailty of 
human nature, and the many failings and defe£ls, 
neglefts and overfighcs, the beft of men are liable to 
in this life, there are none but may fee reafon enough ' 
to wiO) for fome time, wherein to refkft upon, and, 
as much as in them lies, to reftify, what they have not 
done as they ought. 

Euftb. It is too plain, that our very repentances are 
fo impcrfeft, as to need, chat they ftiouki be repented 
of, and that we endeavour by an after-a£t to fupply 
what was wanting in them. And the Tick man is there- 
fore to call over again, as he has time, and his memo-f 
ry, and his command of himfelf, will allow, the main 
offences of his life paft, and to humble himfelf for. 
them, and to cry to promote in himfelf all the detefla*^ 
tion of them that may be, and to pray and intreat 

X3 Ux 
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for the pardon of tbcm» aod, togsthar wi^ dKie,rf 
\i\%ficret fmlis likewife^ fucb » poflibly bad cfc^w' 
him at the time of their commiflioo, but which oov 
are certainly out of Kts remembrance^ aod as Cor dii 
reafoD they are not capable of, fo neither do they f& 
quire, a particular repentance. If he has been g^dtj 
of any afts of impatience, or mi(behaviour of vhai' 
ever fort, fince his ficknefs feizcd him, or fiocek 
laft folemnly himibled himfelf for his fins, cheie k 
oMift particularly call himfelf to account for* But k 
muft not confine his repentance to thefe, but mA 
fee, that he let none other efcape uoobferved, diat k 
can call to mind 1 but muft bring them ali uadcrlui 
ccmfideration, and repeat his pf ayers for forgivepc6 
of them, and for ftrengch againft all cecnpcaciom m 
. any of them % and muft be highly difpleafed atfakK 
ielf, for having ever given way to them. 

^biihf If he has heartily repented of his fom 
fins, and has repeated his repentance throughout At 
courfe of his life, and has done this heardly and fia* 
cerely, it is to be hoped, that they wore forgiven Mm 
before, and that therefore fo much c^ hia work ii 
already difpatcbcdt 

Tbeopb. What you fay, Mcbiihanes^ is very tnie. 

But you feem not to remember, that all our pantos, 

whilft we remain in this life, is conditional, and mq 

be forfeited by a fubfcqucnt difobedience or o^kft. 

you know {x) very well the cafe of the unmerciful kx^ 

^rant in the parable, (o whom his lord, out of mere coo- 

pafiion, had forgiven no lefs a fum than ten choufaod 

talents ; and that thoV ail this had been freely remic« 

fed, and afiurfcdly would never have been demanded of 

htfti* had he not afterwards (hewn himfelf unworthy of 

fo great a kindnefs \ yet upon his inhumanity to hii 

'^ fellow*fervant, who owed him an hundred pence, (^] to 

V lardf having notice hereof, wax torotb wi$b bim^ id 

\ delivered trim to fbi termentwf^ till hefieuld f4tf aOtbM 

V f{w due fo him. And the danger is the fame to yoO) 

\ ^^ (»)Matih, xviii. 24, i^c. (y) Vcr, 3^, 

^\v I and 
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Mid ms^ and all of us. For lee our fins have been ever 
fo truly pardoned^ ic is ftiH in our power to provoke 
Alniigjhcy God to revive the whole charge againft us» 
and coodemn us^ as effedtually as if we Had never 
rqpencecj at all : fo that you fee what a po)verful reafon 
tbU is for inviting to the performance oi the duty here 
created of, namely^ that we depart not the world with 
fuch an uoconcernednefs forour paft fins, as to provoke 
God at lad to bring us to a ftricl aqcou^t for them. 

pJUfebm Hence it appears, that the fick man is, as far 
as his circumftances will admit, to recollefl the moft 
tnaterjiaji noifcarria^ of his life paft, to fee whether 
be has repented ot them all. 

Tbe^k But neither is this the whole of the duty 
mentioned. For he is to take care of his repentance, 
not only<^ to the extent of it, that it reach to, and 
comprehend under it, as far as may be, all his fins of 
whatioever nature, or howfoever aggravated, but as 
to the intenfeoels c^ it too, that it oot only be fincere 
and real, b^t ferious and well-grounded, and includ- 
ing in it a great degree of forrow for, and enmity to, 
the ifins repented of. And becaufe this his (brrow 
'and enmity qin never come up to the hekht his 
guilt deferves, this fliould be helped, as he mall be 
able, by repeated aAs of contrition, whereby to fet 
him at the greater diftance from all his iniquities: 
which as it is to be done at other times, fb more 
efpccially in time of ficknefs, that fo the penitent may 
kave the world in the beft difpoficion he can poffibly 
attain to for a better. And whofoever is onoe brought 
to a fcnfe of his own condition, and of what an irre- 
parable hazard he runs, every moment that he ven« 
tares being taken hence, without a due preparation for 
his change, will hardly need to be invited to what his 
own confcience will moft earneftly prefs upon him, 
and kt him have no quiet till he has done it. 

Eufek The apoftle St. Jcbn having fpoken of our 
bleifol Savk>ur's appearance at the iaft great day, and 
the unconceivable happinefs of the righteous at that 
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time, in that they (a)Jballfee bim as be iSj andjb^k 
made like to bim^ draws this inference from hisafl*erM, 
chat (^) every one wbo bath ibis bofe in bim% fnrift^ 
bimfel/^ even as He is pure. This the Apoftle dedam 
to be the natural refult of fuch glorious hopes asts 
fet before Chriftians, fiich as that nooc who ferioo^ 
attends to them, but will find hiqfifdf under an is- 
vincible necefTity, to rectify whatever is amift in ^^ 
And though be had not imprudently deferred it til 
he comes to languilh upon a fick-bed ; yet vbcok 
is reduced to this condition, and has his fpirics tttot, 
and his ftrength gone, infomuch that he is bucooe 
remove froni the grave, and looks upon himfcif a 
ready every hour to dr<^ into it, how careful focw 
he had been to reform and amend his doings, be viS 
not then know how to forbear endeavouring to coo- 
elude well at the laft, by getting his foul into as fits 
pofturc as he can, for that iudgmient he contimiallf 
expefts to be called to, It is a great addition to » 
misfortune, to have it happen when juft upon tb 
point of fafety ; and be updone, when in appearance 
paft all danger. 

jib ! fj^riu qui tefte perit^ his naufragus tile tfi. 

It is a double infelicity to be caft away, when ttm 
has ftruggled through a long trad of waves aw 
ftorms, and pleafed himfelf with the fight (ii ^ 
haven, and was ready to fet his foot qn ftiorc. At» 
none who have any regard for their own wc1m/Ci 
but will be particularly defuous to fccurc itM^ 
means poflible* when juft ftepping into the (^ 
world, and to this end to make their repentance as wuf^ 
and perfect as this frail (late will allow them. 

This is, in all appearance, the {c\ laft fccnc of ^1* 
l^ft/aft of a man's life-, and \{ this be not ^i(ort^^ 
well, he paffesoiFthe ftagc with (hame and roin,ai^ 

(a) I John iii. 2. {h) Vcr, 3. u 

{c) Hie eft cxtremus humanac viae, velut fabul», "^"l. T 

pendet vcl aeterna fclicitaj hominb, vcl «icrfluin«ili<|fl''/''^ 
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bas no toom left for farther comfort or hope* And this 

obliges him to labour after the utmoft exa&nefs, in 

giving the fintfhing ftroke to the whole work, to the 

end he may be approved for his fidelity, and may enter 

into his Mailer's joy. For this caufe he is to examine 

himfelf, how far his comyerfation has been as becomes tbt 

Gofpel of Cbrift^ and to owntind bewail his guilt where . 

ic has been orherwife, to*be bumbled for all his lefler, 

and even for his involuntary fins, and to fue moft ear- 

neftty for mercy and pardon through Chrifl:, and to 

rcfdvc to do or fuflfer any thing, rather than ever 

willingly to difpleafe him more. 

A Praypr for Ability to perfedl our Repentance. 

I. 

LORD God Almgky^ who dwelleft in the bigbefi 
Heavens^ and whofe king^ ruktb over all ^ / can 

never fufficiently lament my fins and offences^ wbereby I 
' have from time to time provoked thee againft mine own find. 
i Let it nQt be in vain^ that tbou kafi tbus long borne with 
' m^ ond not cut me off^ as I bad juftly deferved. Grant 

1 may be more fenfible tban ever of my own vilenifs and 
! unwortbinefSf by reafon of my manifeft iniquities. And 

; voucbfaff mefu^b affiftances of thy Holy Spirit^ as tbat I 
I may be enabled to ckanfe and purify myfelf from all pollu- 
tion y aud fucb fervour and earnefinefs in my addreffes to 
th^e^ that I may obtain thy pardon^ and wbatfoever elfe 
i tfeek to thee for. Deal not with me as 1 bave deferved at . 
tby band, but ffeak peace to myfoul^ and command deli- 
verance for me. I am tbine : Ofave me ; and do notfo. 
remember myfins^ as not to remember alfoy tbat tby pro-' 
perty is always to baive mercy ^ and to forgive. Hear me^ 
i Lordf wben I call upon tbee : and eafi me not away 
( in the time of weaknefs j Jcrfake me not wben my firength 
, fealttb me. It is but a very little time tbat I can expeff 
to continue in this world \ belp me to improve it fo^ as tbat 
I may fecureio myfelf an intereft in tbe bUfs and felicity 
^ (bat xobicb h to come. Cfimplete.my repentance j in- 

creaf^ 
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€r§a^m^gram\ jiAine ^mf kffi mdptifmMnt 

nmte M ay good iwclmaiimSf and kad mem^^ 

ivtria^ing. Suffer me m$^ whenever dudbjtMmk 

to die vntk aaef wnght efgmli upon my amfsieMt iniliiB 

effeBum to anjthitigthaiiseml^ ormthof^Jhweinfi^ 

edef. Make me to low thee wib4Ul the powers miif^ 

ties ofmyfottl^ to fear thee ahem all this^s^ tooieftkfh^ 

fulfy asui eo9ifia$$tfy^ asidfo to endeavour iy all meem p^ 

to wipe ^ the /e^ of whatever is d^^eafiag to tin. III 

defiri is trstfy to iid dejianee to aU n^ jSns^ mdtevaii 

lookfavonrahfy again upon anyane of tbom^ to busts' 

fe^ before thee to that degree^ that than i«^ letk gi^ 

eiouffy upon me^ and be reconeiled unto me. Hdp m^ i 

brfeech tbee^ to fsarch out att my tranfgreffiomt aodfiii 

judge nsyfelf for tbem^ as that I may not bejudgd d 

eomiemned by thee at the laji day. Be merciful^ Itdi 

he merciful to me i forfake me not in n^ extreadijs U 

watch over me for good. F^give n^ fau^ bed eU^ 

ifffirmities, receive Zidftref^then me ; blefs^ r^^% ^ 

eomfortme\ and caufe me to rejoice in tbee^iothmm^tti 

at the boar of deaths through Jefus^ Chr^ our hd 

Amefl. 

^ H. 

Q j^nugbty and everJafiif^ God^ voucbfofe^ /AjM 
tbee^ to dire&y fanSify^ and govern^ beibwyhati 
andbodfin thewitfs of thy laws^ mdin the worh ^i ^ 
commandments ; that thro* thy mojl mighty proteSteu^ M( 
here andever^ I may bepreferved in body and fid^ tin 
Lord and Savioftr Jefus Chrifi. Amen. 
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Tbeopb. Another duty— — 

Eufeb. I would not be thought rude, goodJ**'- 
philus^ in interrupting you ; and yet I cannot fortatf 
intrcating leave, before you proceed to the pent du^» 
to do a piece of jufticc to our nioft excellent Chufw 
and Liturgy, in relation to what you have been dil- 
courfing under this laft head. 

fbecfh. Pray how is that» EufdnusP 



JSf(|U. I kM V oot bow to foriwu: taking nodoc^ 
whac joft icafon you have hereby given, to wonder, 
why any flioiild i[^ needlefly ukie exccpcioo at tbe 
pttidon in tbe Litany, whereia we pray for deUva^mice 
firmm fadien dtMtb. 

Tbofpb. A very reafonaUe petidon certainly ! 

Eufeb. No doabt it is. For though a fuddeo deadi 

{d) may weil be fuppofed hx eaficr» than that which 

makes iu flow and gradual amroaches, and givet 

warning fome time betore k aaually makes itsfeieures» 

and again, though a good man may die very happily* 

when faacched away without any notice \ yet, where 

a matter of the higheft iinportance imag^lable ii 

depending, a wife man would defire to depart hence 

wich alLtbe advantagfc he can, and as comdcttly 

fitted for, and intitled to as large a meafure <» hap* 

I pineis, as may be. And were lever fo confident of 

being tcanfl^ted into Heaven, wh^nfoever I am takea 

I hence, as I hope I (hall be; 1 could however be 

I very well content to bear Ibme diays of pain and 

, ficknefs here, if they may but any way contribute* 

cither to the greater certainty of my ialvation b the 

other world, or to my obtaining an ampler ihare of 

its felicity. 

Tbeopk. This exception to the IManf is highly uq- . 
realbnable and ill grounded, a /udden dcstb being 
oftentimes very unhappy. It is unhappy as to this 
world ; occalioning divers fad inconveniencies to fami* 
lies, by preventing thofe fectlements of eftates, which 
might have made a peaceable and fuitable provifioa for 
the feveral members of them : and it is far more un- 
happy, in relation 10 another life, by preventing either 
in whole, or in part, that jpreparatioo that might 
otherwife have been made for it. It may poffibly fiuze 
a good man in fuch difadvantageous circumftances, 
as to become of very ill conftquence to him ; and 

(<0 Uirins illc perit, fabitft qai mer^mr nndl, 
Qgim liis qri licpiidii trschia kflst aqids. 

OyU. 4k PWf I. ill. ebg. 7. ^ 
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may fnacch away the finner» and fend him fdrthwith 
to Hel), ifvtchouc any fort of warning. It preveoc 
Hkewiic the cxcrcife, and fo deprives of the reward, 
of that patience, and fubmiflion to the Divine Will, 
which %re the proper employments of a time of Gd- 
nefs ; and that forrow for fin, and tbofe purpofcs of 
amendment, which are the moft genuine fruits of 1 
lihgering death. And can any^ reafonable man think, 
the avoiding a few days fmart will countervail tbcfe 
and all the other mifchiefs that may arife from ic ? 

• Eufib. I fee not how he can : which was the foun- 
dation of my obfervation, and fuch as I perfuade mf- 
felf will hold good againft all that prejudice, or feir, 
or felf-Iove, may urge to the contrary. 

Ancbitb. I readily agree with you both in this; and 
am at this time fo far from repining, or being tuf 
way diiTatisfied, at what it has pleafed God to lay op* 
on me, that on the other hand, I now cfteem i^ < 
particular bkfling, that he has altowed me this tifoe 
of fickneft, wherein both XQfitmfbwfe in order^ aocf 
more efpectally to trim mj lamp^ and finifh my ac- 
counts, and commmd mj J^i itUp bis bands with (to 
faith, and humility, aind contrition, which becooKS 
one in my circumftaoces. I am now upon the coa- 
chifion of mv warfare i and can you fufped I would 
behave myfelf fb unworthily, as to complain I am ^^ 
Quired to continue the fieht a few days longer? So 
for from this, that I (hal) never efteem my fickoc^ 
coo long, if it prove a means, at laft, of any way io^ 
creafing my reward in the other ftate. All my con- 
cern is, left through carelefBiefs, and negligencci and 
a love of the world, or the wiles and (I ratagems of 
the devil, I (hould be with-held from making th^ 
improvement of it, which may be juftly cxpc<5lw 
from me. • 

Tbeopb. Such ought to be the care of all good tnco; 
and the more of it, fo much the better. Wherefore I 
humbly befeech Almighty God to increafe ic in p^* 
and all in your condition. But now to proceed : 

^ ^ IV. A 
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' IV. . A farther duty, incumbent upon the ficfc maB* 
is, to arm himfelf againfi the fear of death. What the 
confequencs of death are, has been already obierved, 
CO put us ail upon a diligent preparation for it ; but 
not to intimidate and diicompofe any with the .dread 

* of it. For to the good man it ts na (uch eneoiy, as 
th^t he fhall need to be difmayed at ic. Ic is^to him 
no other than a deiiverance.ouc of this vale o£ tears, 
this region of forrows and complaints, into thofe 

' more doltghttuk manHons^ where will be nothing but 
joy, and pieaiure, and honour, and gloiy,* and ma- 

- jefty, and the moft fublime, moft rapturous, andmafl: 

' lafting i)Iift, felicity, and happintfs, co reign with 
the bleftd angels, the holy prophets, .the glorious 
apoftles and evanj^Hfts, the triumphant ikincs and 
martyrs, for ever and ever: fa that all the harm «f 
death, to fuch, proceeds not from itielf, but purely 
from their own mifapprebenfiofr.of it, ^d itom thair 

. not having yec attained to a righdndcioD of..the^eflnaft 
it is like to have upon them. ^ ffor^let a man* be once 

. well fecured of an intereft in God's mercy,* and olir 

' blefied Saviour's mediation; and he will &e * nothti|g 
in death that would tempt faiai to flee from it^. and, 
if he does not earneftly long. for it, ^ he will however 
receive, it with an.evennefs of mind, and a cbearful 
refignation of himfelf to the Divine difpofal, boomie 
he knows this is the only way be has, to be inftaced in 
eternal happinefs. 

Eufeb. It is no wonder, that {e) Epkurus cried out of 
death as ^/xju^JsVaron tm xcatSv^ the dreadfukft 9f M 
evils : as AriftbHa aUb profeflEed ic to be (/) the nu^ 
terrible (f all terriiles. Yet v^re there fuch amongft 
the heachens, as* would have caught them to have aao- 
ther notion of it. . For not only Plato fpeaks-of .^it 
^ (g) /«^ of hope V and AnP^benes declared {b) the 

. great efi bappinefr that could. b^al a ment^ to be a happy 

{e) Diog. Xaeft. 1. TO. in vit. Bpicuri. "(^ Brafin. de praepar. 
•*ia Mofccnr. C?)*Ia Ph«d. \b) Apud Diog. Lacrt, 

. : , ' dealhi 
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iuub% and {i) the Gpmufapbi/b ooold de(ptfe the 
fear of It) and {k) EpSetus wifliod to be releafed 
from the boods of this life, and biu^mt nmrfy rdaad 
UiifggJs^ and ./JiK«m»^ teaches of a wife and vtr^^ 
maos (/) that be iijw/ cmumud bom Uue or bow fim 
btJks^ imt is rtoif to diport wbetuvtr bis iime cmks ; 
but (m) Gcero tbasexprefieth himldtf, / tamoi agm 
Wlh ibofi^ wbo begin oflaU io ioacby ibai tbe foul Ses 
$og^ber witb tbs hoif^ and all is exiinS by Jmtb. Tbs 
Miboriiy sf ibe smSiems Jwoys more miib me^ oitber of 
osaronon Mc^Urs^ wbo sUribuHd fiub rsl^iom rises to 
ibe Jead^ mUsb verilf tbof never moM b^ dom^ bod 
tbof beUeved tbem to bave no eUum to tbem% or of tbofe 
fsAo tougbt tbi nation of tbe Greeks by tbeir precepts omd 
isfimBions^ and eff^edalfy of bim wbo was by ApcdloV 
anuU e^eemedtbe wifi^ ofmen^ wbo did not talk this and 
fbat^ asis tfio eemnumwitbmofiy bnt ah»ays fmd tbe fame 
ibiiff nameljh tbat tbefonls of men are of a dmne na- 

'imfOj and^tbat tbe way to Heaven Ues- ready before tbem^ 
mtbenever tbty depart benee^ but mefi ready of all to tbe 
keft emdjs^efi tf tbem. Aad at another time he tell i}s» 
(ir) that Heg^as tbe QfrmMdiTpoted ib largely abooc 

e^mtb^ ibat at lengtb lung Ptokmy thought it nccefliHy 
to pot a ftop to bioiy whereby to prevent bb ao- 
ditars making away with themfelvca to tafte the 
iweet of it. 

Tbeopb. This wa» greats for foch wbo li^red befbro 
the times of Chriftianity, and had no other argomcDia 
for a future ftase» than their own realbn coukl fiimifli 
ahem with. But fince {o) ^ and imrnortaBty bas been 
trot^bt to ligbt by our SarkMir, it will be ftrange, if 
the profeflbrs of hit Gofpel are not able to bear up 
againft death with greanr magmmimity^ (nd a more 
^encouraging and blcfled hope, than^was before to be 
exptfted Dsath it now difiirmcd of all its former 

• terion And we have no reafoo^to (brink from k, 

(0 Diog* Larrc. ia Prooen. (i) Arnap. 1. 1. c. 9* (4 Bi 
Mt;1. }. 1. c. 6. (0) D^ Ajaidt. c 4* («} Tufc, QosL L u 
(0 a Tub. i. lo. 

uolela 
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nrtli^ k be tkftwgh our own folly, in not having 

aMNte a omely preparatkm for it. ^ 

£«j^. It is a matter then of iinguJar imoottanrt. 

to k«rn K, dfe whil J we lirei and may pJSK'S 

yw fooe diftanoe from death. And there ii n^ JI 

therefore who baa noc greac wafon to i Sften rZT 

n«ing upon b.s latter end, and trying to fit hS 

for tt, and become in a manner acSiainted S r 

teforehaad. that fo. wbeofoem it Ll c?me ^^^jn 

l«8v>ew. ««n»f appear iioilnwge or farprifift/C^ 

facie, nor he receive iu Emmons with i» Kf!! 

P««b i. frequently in Scriptu^rcrrllrSt flS' 

And, as we compoleoadyves to the oi. bt mS 

off our clottes lying down fe oor bed^dSTS 

curtains, and clofing our eyes » fo ooiAt iS iffilSa 

CO pmpate themfcl^S for «C«her,3aS«B^^ 

on Che certainty of it, the little n^A^^kT 

•«?.»»«» be .«fc»W of it. die delimiHTt^'g: 
CO brai from his pains and fickneil «tui Jii jJ^l 

eril. of this life, \SdtteSS*it^?L^^i5Sf 
It of never bei^ liaWe » i^tJ^S^f "^ 
but efpeclaUy S neceffi? ^ k iS^'^fe 
feffion of tbofe infiSeL^aids wS^sw 6^?SS 
•o the righteous in the other ftsJ^tcZwC^,^ 

aU that this ^*orld aflbixis. aboondfifg wl h 

«hi.K" -.f *^*" ^*^* *«* *^ ineftimable valul a„d 
which wdl cooaiiue for emmoKs which ^!l 

death eafy CD him, aad ks approach wlwm^ kJ? 
gn «j of the thin8a<rf chiTKr^^, h^:^^ 
lucfa an influcece iipoo him, aa that ^Po^xa . !? 
«dy to part wid?X« i^ T^^'^^^^ 
he wdl nither ba^ *»««8feVkifcl?VtriumTZ; 

*r:^ St. p^s lan^^g? ^)-oiarir2 

(/) H^ir. XT. sj, 56, j7. 
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ihyfiing f O grave^ wbere is thy viaory ? fbe jSif \ 
death is Jin ; and tbe^retigtb cfjin is ibe Urn : hithd 
be to Godt who gi'oetb us the viaory ^ through mr U 
Je/us Cbriji. And who would noc glory in fud 
deliveraoce ?. He is no wife man that would nocddii 
to be able thus to comfort himfeif^ upon a profpcA^ 
his approaching diilblucion ; that whenever iccoitf 
no guilt may difcompofe him, no fears difturb or i 
terrupt the peace of bis mind \ but his foul may ukei 
flight into the ocher world, with a joyful and acheui| 
hope of eternal reft and glory. Nor is he a frkodt 
] himfelf, and to bis o^n prioci^I iotereft, who ^ 
' not be at whatever pains to get himfelf into this ca 
dicion. It is a juft phftryation of {q) fiUhop ^4^ 
t\i9ibewhois i^raid of death with a violent m^4 
porting f^r. a fear apt (o difeompofe bis dutf ed i 
paiience^ either loves this world too mueb^ or derc t 
trufi God for the peptU And St. Aug/uftin fuppofe * 
a rigbi^oi|s map ,(r) Ideii mori velif^ &c. wll^^\ 
die^ not otftof.an averfi^n tojbis pr.ef^u life^ InUhu^ 
of the bcjpe aifdexpe^tion. hi bos, if livit^far A^/ftrj 
the other ftate. Aod it muft be granted, that im^ 
death itfelf be not agreeable, the charming pio^ 
that the good Chriftian has beyond it, may v^y ^ 
remove all the bitternefs pf it, and make it at \tA^ 
tolerable, as a tempeftuous voyage at fea is » * 
worldly-minded man, when undertaken in order »J 
noble eftate and authority. . 

Jnchitb. No pains of death can be too ft^T*^ 
borne, in order to the attainment of thofc^f^ 
great and precious promifes^ which are made by * 
Gofpel to all that faithfully labour after ihcra. ^ 
oh! that it may pleaic AJtmighty God togiveflf^ 
fure title to them !. and 1 (ball never fear any W 
that can befal me in iiiy paflage towards them. 

(r) Hofy Dying, Chap. 3. ScO. S. . (r) Dc Civ. Dd,l. if «^^ 

Af0 
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A Prayer for Vidory over Death« 

[ 

^1^ jllmfgbty Lord Godyjbou alone knotvefi bow near I 

^^' am io my great change \ if tbokwiU^ thou amfi raift. 

me upy andgrani me a longer continuance bere, Bui 1 

'find fo great an alteration in mjfelf^ and the violence of 

'my diflemper has fpenl me to that degree^ that I can 

.expeS nothing but deaths and that too in a fbcrt fpace^ 

i^o thee therefore I flee for belpy iefeeching thee tofupport 

\.wy fpirits by thy divine influence^ that I be not dif- 

\xouraged nor difcomfittd in my lajl conftiil. Deaths I 

mm too fer^ble^ is terrible to nature^ and the guilt of my 

\fins lies heavy upon me \ and this Ufe is not yet wholly 

\ tiivefted of its temptations. So that I have great need 

t ^f thy affifiance^ thy mercy and goodnefs^ to carry me 

r through thofe difficulties^ andproteS me againjl the fears 

\ tf deatty that under whatfoever form it Jball prefent 

1 itfelfj 1 may not be affrighted at it. Fix t9ry mina^ O 

I Gody ttpon the glorious recompence of reward promtfed 

f t^ave in Heaven ; wbicb infimtely furfaffes all that this 

I hwer vforld contains* And eonvince me^ I hefeecb tbee^ 

, of my title to it. Affure me^ thaty in thrift Jefus, my 

' fins are forgiven me^ and thou^ of thine abundant good^ 

i ftefSy art reconciled to me^ as if I had never finned againjl 

I ebee, Thefe are unfpeaiable blfflings that I beg of thee ; 

i but fince thou baft encouraged me to afk them^ with hopes 

of acceptance^ and my Saviour has graciorfiy promtfed 

ihofe who unfeign^dly come to him^ that he will in no 

wife cafi them out^ this ontboldens we to pray ^ that what I 

dare by no means ajk in my own name^ thou wilt csn- 

defcend to give me in the name^ and for the fake^ of thy 

ever bkffed and dearly beloved Son jefus Chrift our 

Lord a^ only Saviour. Amen. 

Eufeb. What would you prcfcribe next, ^heopbilus ? 

Theopb. V. To improve bis faith in Chrifi, that he call 
to mind the ineftimable price his Lord has paid for 
him, the wonderful degree whereto he hun^bled himfclf 

Y foe 
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or our redemption, and the full fatisfaftton and atoifr 
tnenc hereby made for all our (ins; and comfort YmM 
with the confideracion of fo cranfcendcnc a deliverance 
and ftedfaftly rely upon Chrift for the benefit of ic ttj 
know6 afluredly , that (i) there is nofahation in awj «fc, 
there being no otlih' name under heaven gmen da 
men^ tvbcrely we muft be favedy but his alone ; 
moreover that the falvation purcha(ed by himbo^ 
univerfal extent^ that every one who duly (eeks afsr 
it, may be parfaker of it. For fo fays St, Jtbt 
(/) Godfo loved the 'worlds that be gave bis ^nh-ieg^a 
Son^ to the end that whojoever hdievelb in bim fiaL 
not perijby but have everiafting life. And to the faiK 
purpofe St. Peter tcftitics, that («) to bim^ive aU» 
prophets witnefs^ that through his name whofoever heBefsA 
in him^ /ball receive remijfwn ofjins. And io ibem tk 
look for him^ as the apoftle lo the Hebrews teadies, 
{x) he fhall appear the fecond time^ without Jrn^ wsufi' 
vation. So that it is eafy to obl'erve, what czccUetf 
encouragement Chriftians have to place their truft 
Chrift, and depend upon him for the pardon of thdr 
fins, and the acceptance of their lame and ioipertefi 
righteoufnefs, in hope of obtaining, by his mcdiatioeii 
an intereft in the kingdom of Heaven ; which tbef 
could never have pretended to without him. And 
though fuch a faith as this will never of itfelf juftify and 
favc us, being buc one branch of that holinefs whidi 
the Gofpel requires of all its profcflbrs; yet is it of 
fuch ab;oIuie neceffjcy, that there is no hope of befflg 
faved wuhour it. For, alas ! it is impOflPible for poor 
finful creatures to be admitted into glory any odicr 
•way, than by the blood of Chrift, (>) who garoe hiw^^ 
a ranfom for alt \ and (z) through wbofefiripes alone t« 
are healed. But fmce he has thought fit to ofier hhn- 
fclf in our ftcad» to bec:ome a price of redemption fa 
41S, ev«ry good Chriftian may well look upon himfdf, 
as in a ha^jpy condition through him. For now (kjs 

(f) Adtslv. I a. (/) John 111. 16. («) Adsz. 4]. 

(x) Hcb. hi. %%. ij) I Tim. u. 6. («) ICu liiL j. 

the 
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lie Apoftfe, {a) there is no condemnation to them that are 
in Cbrijl Jefus ; who walk not after the fitfhy but after 
tJbeJpirit. And again, {b) iVho fhall lay any thing to 
She charge of God's e!e^ ? It is God that jujiifittb : who is 
he that condemneth ? It is Chrift that died^yea^ rather^ that 
is rifen again^ who is even at the right-hand of Gody who 
aljo maketh intercejjionfor us. And what a fupport is this 
to the dying man ! who, if he can but look back, and 
1« that he has been caretul to approve himfelf a faith- 
J-'ul difciplc of our bicffed Lord, may reft aflurcd, that 
no flips or infirmities, nor even his grofler fins, if fin- 
ccrely repented of, fhall obftruft his entrance into 
glory* He has now {c) boldnefs^ or liberty, or, as 
(^d) Groiius underftands the phrale, Jus intrandi in 
Jummum calum^ a right to enter into the highefl: 
Heaven, the hclieji of alU by the blood of Jefusy ly a 
new and living way^ which be hath confecratid for us^ 
through the veil, that is to fay^ hisfkfh^ aflumed at his 
incarnation, and afterwards offered upon thecrofs; 
and needs not doubr, but, if we ourfclves put no rub 
in the way, {e) be who fpared not his Son^ but delivered 
him, up for us ally will with him alfo freely give us all 
things ; life, and comfort, and joy here, and eternal 
felicity hereafter. This is an inllancc of unpirallrli'd 
loving-kindnefs, that muft neccffarily banifliall unrea- 
i()nable diffidence from the mind of every good man. 
And let no one therefore in the leaft diftruft h'ls readinels 
to fuiSi all his promifes, and make all chofc partakers 
of his fatvation, who |iave faithfully endeavoured to 
capacitate themfclves for it. Here therefore are three 
things the fick man has to do : firjly He is to weigh 
well with himfelf his own forlorn condition, without 
this falvation. It is the great unhappinefs of fallen 
man, that none of us can j-uftily himfelf before God, 
nor nuke an atonement for the manifold imquiries, 
wherewith we are all too manifellly chargeable be- 
fore him. Though he has not only delivered his Will 

{a) Rom. viii. i. {t) Vcr. 33, 34. (c) ^^',W«^ Hcb. x« 
19, 20. (^) lu loc. (/) Rom. viii. 33. 
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to us plainly and intelligibly, and ftriAIy injoioMov 
obedience to it, but has moreover given us infiniie 
encouragement to the obfervance of it; yet fuchii 
both the wcaknefs and the depravity of our nature, ft 
prevalent are the temptations we meet with in tk 
world, and fo fubtile the contrivances of our fpiriniat 
adverfary for our ruin ; and, as the efRrft hereof, ib 
many and heinous are our fins, and fb deadly theguft 
contracted by them; that we are all in a moftck* 
plorable cafe, and muft inevitably have pefi/b'd cm- 
laftingly, if left to ourfclves ; it being utterly outrf 
our power to refcuc our Pelves from the terriWe voi- 
geance that hung over our head, by reafon of thefeour 
tranfgrcflions. 

Eufeb. This no man can deny, that has ever taka 
an account of hispaft life-, nay, that docs but aw- 
fully furvey the anions of any one day of his life 
And for this reafon it is, that repentance is cm- 
nually called for, throughout the Gofpel, as of 
abfolute and indifpenfible neccflity in order c? 
fatvation. 

Theopb. It is fo. And this (hews how miTerabfe* 
ftate we had all been in, if left to ourfelves ; \^^' 
much as then we could norte of us have had a titfe 
to any thing better than everlafting deftrudion, tte 
heavy wrath of God being the juft demerit of our 
undutifulnefs and difobedience. 

Eujeb. This therefore the fick man is toponjr 
with himfelf, and lay ferioufly to heart, to bombic 
him for his fins, and difpofe him for the pardon of 
them. 

Tbeapb. And not only fo, but farther to make htn 
more fcnfible of his unfpeakable happinefs, in having 
a remedy provided for him, when in fuch drcaarw 
circumftances; which is the next thing he is ^^^ 
fidcr with himfelf, the infinite goodnefs of wf 
in entering into a new and more gracious covenant 
with finners, whereby to open a paflage into fife ^" 
happinefs, that all who worthily apply thcmfcivcs w 



Preparation for Death. apj 

riim, may be faved, notwithftanding all their guilt. 
Irlid patience was admirable, in bearing with them, 
and not delivering them up to the juft feverities of his 
imdignation, and cutting them off in their provoca- 
tions, as they had highly deferv'd. But this alone had 
been only a fhort reprieve, which would have left them 
in a little time to fall under the weight of his venge* 
snce. Wherefore, to prevent this, he moft mercifulljr 
condefcended to admit them again into covenant 
with him, upon far more favourable terms, than what 
had formerly been infifted upon \ freely engaging thro* 
Chrift, and by virtue of his mediation, and fufFer- 
ings in our behalf, to forgive the fins of all thofe 
who believe and repent, and give them to inherit 
eternal life. And now we may intireiy depend upon 
it, as an undeniable and undoubted truth, that Cbrift 
our Lord (/) has^ . by the facrifice of bhnfelf^ obtained 
eternal redemption fer us ; a redemption that will be of 
ccernai advantage to all who faithfully perform the 
conditions required on our part, and has perfe3ed for 
ever them that are fanBified. He is that tK>]y, that 
fpotlel'i Lan^ of Gidf (g) who bath taken away the Jim 
of the worlds and whofe {b) blood fpeaks better things 
than that of /ibeL (/) He was delivered for our offences^ 
and raifed again far our jujiification. He lias done all that 
could now be defired, and abundantly more than could 
formerly be imagined, to fave us from the punilh* 
ment due to our fins, and raife us to a (late of immor- 
tal happinefs, having undertaken not only to procure 
the pardon of our fins, and advance us to Heaven 
when we die, but in the mean time to conduft us in 
the way thither *, to {k) open our eyeSy and turn us from 
darkfiefs to light j and from the power of Satan unto God*^ 
that we may receive forgivenefs of ourjins^ and an inherit 
tame among them that arefanOified by faith that is in him. 
And his undertaking has not failed^ as indeed it could 
not, of its defign'd fuccefs. For (/) him hath God 

(J) Hcb. ix. la. (^) John i. 29. {b) Hcb. xji. ^14. 

(0 RoD.iv^ aj. H) A^sxxvi. r8« • (/} Ciiap. v. 31* 
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txalud to he a Prince and a Saviour^ io give repenUm 
to IfraeU and remijfion of Jim : repentance in order m 
falvacion, and then remiffion of whatever fins are 
thus repented of. Chrift, having fuffcred in our natuft 
the puni(hm«*nc due to our fms, has thereby matt 
fatisfadion to bis Father's juflicci and fo they flial! 
not be imputed to us, nor we punifhed again fbr 
chem. God is now reconciled to us, in and by Chrifi; 
and as ready to receive all trpe penitents into his favour, 
as if they had never Tinned againlt him. Thus mttd 
the apoftle St. P^hI teaches, 2 Cor. v. 18, 1 9. «S 
things^ that is, all things relating to our new and 
fpiritual creation, fpoken of in the vcrlc foregoing: 
all thefe things are of God^ the author of thetn, t^ 
hatb reconciled us fo bimfelf by Jefta Cbrift^ and hoik 
given unto us^ to the apoftles, and the minifters of tbe 
Gofpel, the minifiry of reconciliation ; to tvit^ thai Gd 
was in Cbriji^ reconciling the world unto bimfelf^ mot » 
futing tbeir trefpajfes untofbem. And he repeats it again, 
Col. I 19, 2p, 21, 22. // pkafad tbe Father^ ibat fl 
bim Jbotdd all fulnefs dwell : and baving made peea, 
tbrougb tbe blood of tie crofs^ by bim io reconcile alltbi^ 
to bimfelf \ by bim^ If^% wbefbertbey bo things in earfb^ 
or things in Heaven. And you that were fometimes ^ 
nated^ and enemies in your minds y by wicked zooris^ yd 
now bath be reconciled^ in tbe body of bis flejh throifk 
(leatby to prefent you holy and unblameable^ and unnr 
proveable in bisjigbt. And, if we now mifcarfy after 
all, the fault is wholly ourown, and all our milery and 
deft ruft ion is owing purely to purfelves. 

Eufeb. Hence it ^appears, what mighty obngationi 
we are all under, earneftly and indefatigably to labour, 
that tbe foundation y the word and promife of Gqd^ maj 
fiandfure as toourfelves in particular j and that aswc 
defirc tbe Lord Ihould know and acknowledge us to be 
biSf we, in order hereto, be careful Ko depart from inifui^. 
Nor is ic to be imagined, how Chriltians fhould think 
^ith thcmfelves, to be benefited by our Saviour's 
ing in our {|ead^ and all the promifes of grace » 

and 
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«nd mercy confequrnt hereto, whilft they r^fwk to 
perform the conditions required on their parr. O ble(&d 
Jefm I Didft thou become incarnate, and fufFcr, and 
die, upon my account? And doft thou now intercede 
in Heaven for me, to obtain the pardon of my fins, 
and I einftate me in thy Fathrr*s favour ? And dan 1 
poflibly be fo horribly ungrateful to thee, fodefperatcly 
regardlefs of my own welfare, and fo Ihamefully for- 
getful of all the obligations \ am under, as ftill to pcr- 
(iftina moftinexcufabledifobedience to thy commands?- 
This were fuch an inftance of unpardonable llupidity, 
that both heaven and earth, angels and men, may well 
ftand amaz'd at the thought of it. 

Ancbitb. O the folly and madnefs of rejefting eternal 
life, when fo gracioufly, fo mirar ulouUy, purchafcd 
for us, tendered to us, and moft effci^ually fecured la 
ail, that do not fenfclefly incapacitate themfclves for 
it ! What can ihofc who are guilty of U poflTibly expedt, 
but to («) bepunijbed with everlqfiing deJh^Siionfrom tb& 
frefence of the Lord* and from the glory of his pocver^ 
when bje fhall come to be glovfied in biji faints^ and to bd 
admired in all them that Relieve ? 

Tbeopb. Your infer^ce is very juft ; for (iacc fc glo- 
rious a redemption has been wrought for us, wretched 
muft be the cafe of all that negleft and defpife it ; 
who (hall not on^y receive no bencrftc by it, butihiill be 
made to pay feverely for their contempt of it. And 
for this rcalbn, a third thing required of the fick man* 
in ord«r to a fteady reliance upon Cl)rift for falvation, 
is, to weigh with himitlF, what difpoHtion he is in for 
fo incftimabic a bleffing. When our Saviour gave 
himfclf for us, to 4^liver i^ fronjk the wrath to come^ and 
procure us an inheritance with the faints in light y^ he dc-: 
manded a capacity or Btncfs for it, in all chat wQUlc^ 
hope to attain to this great falvation^ that they fhould 
be meet f^r it : For lo fays the apoftle, (w) Giving 
shanks unto the Father ^ who hath, ifiade us, meet to be 
fArtakers of the inheritance of the. faints in. light. And 

(«) 2Thcff.i.9, («).Col. I12. 
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whether a map be thus meet, can be known ao other 
way, but by a ferious inquiry into his own heart an4 
life, to fee what evidence he can find there of his re- 
pentance and uprighcncfs of converfation. For which 
caufe the. lick man is particularly concerned to re- 
examine his confcience^ and to perfeft what that dif- 
Govers to be amifs in him, with all the zeal and in* 
duftry in his power. \{t (hould call to mind, as far la 
he (hall be able, the graces that had been entruftecl 
With him, and what improvement he has made Ksi 
them \ the patience that ^s been exercised towards 
him, and the temporal bleflTings that have been be* 
flowed upon him, and to what purpofes he has ufett 
them ; the truths that have been revealed to him, and 
how firmly he has believed then) ; the precepts of bolir 
nefs that were given him in charge, and how confcien* 
tioufly he has obferved them ; the prooiifes and 
threatenings that have been annexed to the performance 
Or negleA of his duty, and what influence they have 
had upon him ; how thankful he has been to our blefied 
Lord, for his infinite love in dying for hini, and whae 
care he has taken to qualify himfclf for the uncon- 
ceivable benefit oi it. Thefe feveral parts of our moft 
holy religion, he wa^ to attend to all hi3 life long; and 
now thac he fees it drawing to a conclufion, commoa 
reafoh would dired him to look back, and try how 
far h^ has anfwered his obligation, and where he finds. 
be has not.done it, to fet himlelf, if poflible, toobtaia 
a pardon for his difobediente, before it be too late. 
He is {0) to try and^'«^^ bimfelf ; (/>) to prove bis own 
work'y to iq) examine whether Ci^hjl Jtjus be formed w 
bim^ or be be a npfobate. And, if upon an impartial 
fcrutiny he can acquit himfclf, as having fairly en- 
deavoured to ordet his life in all refptdks as becomes 
a good; Chridian, this will be a folid foundation for an 
expeftation of thofe glories, and that incomparable 
reward, his blefftd Savipur has died to purchafc for 
him : or, if bis carriage appears to be otherwife, ic 
{9) I Cor. xi. 31. {f) Gal. vi. 4^ (y) a Cor. xiii. 5. 

• will 
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will then have this eift£t, that ic will naturallf, and 
neceflarily^ put him opon a reformation, whereinio- 
ever he perceives himfeif to have been faulty } and fo 
will be the propcreft courfe he can take, for obtain* 
ing an fntereft in our Saviour's merits. 

Eufeb. Then it feems, befides the examination of 
eurfelves, to be pradlifed by every one th^oughouc 
the courfe of his life^^ you would have the fick over^ 
and-above to review *land examine their examination, 
9nd fee what flaws they can find in it on the one hand,or 
what comfort and encouragement from it on the other. 

Tbecpb. Unlefs they do this,^ I cannot fee what cer- 
tain ground of comfort they can have in themieives, 
when they come to die. This is the only method of 
{Jiicovering them to chemfelves, and letdng them fee 
what roon[i ia left for them to promife themfelves, 
that our Siavioar wiU own them for his difciples, and 
give them to partake of ihe happy fruits of his fuf{er- 
tngs and incerceflion. 

Eu/ek. If upon fucb inquiry they find, that they have 
fct themfelves (r) witbpurpcfe rf heart to ckave unto 
ibe h^dj and to obferve his commandments, and have 
unfeignedly repented of all their breaches of them, they 
ne«d not quefboQ their fatvation. For the Icripture is 
very exprefs, that God (j) wiU render to every man ac- 
cordiug to bis doings \ and particularly to tbem^ wbo, by 
patient continuanceinwell doings feek for glory ^ andbonour^ 
and immortality^ eternal life ; that (/) we muft all appear 
before tbe judgment - feat of Chriji, tbat every one may re- 
wve tbe things done in the body^ according to tbat be bath 
donOy whether it be good or bad ; that («) the righteous 
fhallgo into life eternal \ and, in a word, that {x) they 
are bkffedt who do the commandments^ that they may have 
a right to the tree of life^ and may enter through tbe gates 
into the city^ the kingdem of Heaven, reprefentwl in 
that, and the foregoing chapter, under the figure of 
a city. 

(r) A6ls xi. 23. (1) Rom, ii. 6. 7. {/) z Cor. v. to* 
U) Matth. XXV. 46. {x) Rev. xxii. 14. 
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Tbe^b. All fucb, it is very plain, (ball be M 

but then it is as plain, that they Ihall be favedod 

through the meriu and mediation of our LordJ^ 

Cbrift. For, being, after the beftof their fcr?ice,M 

only unprofitable, but, in too many refpeds, ^M 

ful fervants, as upon inquiry they will find thetnlelve 

to have been, they muft dill be but in a woful conii 

tion, if they had nothing but purely their own rigb 

oufnefs to depend vipon« And it is therefore aoo 

doubted truth, that when we have taken all tbeca 

we can to pleafe God, we muft yet (ly to his mflti 

through Chrift, and muft beg, and pray, and bop^ 

and truft^ to be accepted only upon his accouar, Ov 

own obedience is manifeftly an indtfpenfihle coodiooi 

of falvation ; but this, is fo very lame and impM 

and has fo many failings and defe&s in it, that it td 

be acknowledged, after all, to be far from deiervif 

what we aim at by it. (j) Chrift is the only rocrittfr 

ous caufe of all our hopes } and it is through to 

ak>ne, that we cap expeA to attain the accomplift- 

ment of them. And oq him therefore muft cheCiinf 

tian be fure to rely, as his only ftay, he, and oont 

but he, being able to fecure the falvation of all itt 

' come to God by him. (z) EtmudUfeis ibepM^ 

tbrtmgb bitn ; and our only way of coming at it is» hf 

a diligent obfcrvance of the Divine Will in all tcfpA 

and then a ferious and devout application (o tk 

throne of grace for reconciliation and favour, tbw 

his all-fujfficicnt merits and interceftion, that, by k* 

intereft ^nd kindnefs, pur paft fins may be fotgi'*^ 

our prefcnt and future fcrvices s^gcepted, an^ * 

fouls eternally faved. But never is this applic*^ 

more feafonable, or more highly neceflary, than at *, 

clofe of our lives, wKen the day wears away apace, m 

ibe night draws on, therein no man can wori TW 

(y) Si noftrif beDefaCtts confidimos» exuHabic advcrf«''?*^ 
in Domino Jefo figamus facram ancoram fpciv coo€iderU»n 
nofter, &c. Era/m. i/ifr^gfarai^gdMorim. 

{%) Rom. vi. 23. 
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u a more efpecial opporcunity for trying to engage 
Qur Saviour on our flde, to plead for us with the 
Father, to reprefent his own fufferings in our behalf^ 
and to gain us an admiflion into thofe blifsful regions, 
whither be is gone before to prepare a pkcffor us. And 
by how much the better hope any have in this relpe&n 
by \'o much the eafier will they nnd the remainder of 
their days here, and fo much the more comfortable 
lyill be their departure hence. And confequently this 
i^ to be one cqnfiderable part of the fick nian-$ care, 
to fee how the cafe (lands betwixt God and bis foul^^ 
and what gropnd he can find to comfort and encourge 
himleif in a (leady dependance upon our Saviour, auid 
how he may beft promote his inter^ft in him; 

AnchUh' It is a mod ineftimable blelTing to a poor 
penitent tinner, that, when he is about to end his days^ 
he can hope for the remifllon of his (ins, and an en-* 
trance }nto Heaven, upon fo favourable terms as are 
propounded by the Gofpel to thofe who embrace 
them as there tendered to all true believers. And I 
ipoft humbly befeech Alipighty God, that this may 
cpntinue my c^fe to the laft, that, as I have this hope 
at prefent, it niay ftjll fupport and never fail me. 

A Prayer for a truly Chriftian and Saving Faith ii> 
Chrift, and his Mediation, 

/I Mofi ^rjtcious and merciful Lord God^ wbofe im- 
menfe compajfton prevailed with thee to take pity upon 
fallen man^ and in tly appointed time to give tbirn 
cnfy'begotten and dearly beloved Son^ to become a prica 
cf fe£mpLtion for bim^ to refcue him from the intolerable 
tortures whereto be lay obnoxious^ and to capacitate him 
for an eternal enjoyment of tbee, and of all thine in^ 
ijtimafyle rewards^ in, Heaven % grant that^ by bis medi^ 
atioUy J nusy obtain the forgivenefs of all my ftns^ the 
affiftance of thy grace^ and whatever is . neceffary for 
leading me into the way of right eoufnefs^ and conducing 
me at length to thine everlafting kingdom. Let shy Holy 
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Spirii not of^ produce^ ^ daify increafe in meJkA s 
depifiianct upon the merits pf mf bkJJ^ Saviour^ ad 
fdcb a tbfrtrougb conviition of the aU-fufficieuS efficag ^ 
Ids pqffion^ as that I majfimij^ and at all timts^ fHaa 
}wf truft in bim^ hoping for fahation tbrongb him ahne. 
And yetfuffer me not in any xoififo to refy npm bm^ as 
to negleO the duty required an my partj and xmibant 
wbicb^ I am fufficientfy affured^ tbaf I never can he 
faved. Permit me not to content myfelf with a dead 
imperative faitb, and fo to deceive myfelf to my own 
d^ru£ium\ but make me duhf mindful both of thy 
promifesj and of thy commandments^ tbat I may ndthir 
Jbgbt the one^ nor allow myfelf in the known maktieu 
of any of the other. Give mefuch a fenfe of what my 
Smnouf has done and fuffered for me^ and the great need 
IJtand in of mercy tbrd" bim^ as that I may neither ccfi- 
away my confidence in bim^ nor place it anywhere^ but in 
bmk Plant in me Jucb a faith as may coftform me ta bis 
examflcy *may work by love^ may overcome the worlds 
and may crucify the flefh^ with its afeSions and htfis. 
And tbaugh 1 cannot reflet upon my manifold Jfns and 
iniquities J without a hearty and deep bunnliation for 
tbem ; yet let not the greatefi of them ever tempt me t$ 
dejpair of thy goodnefs. All my hope is in thine infinite 
mercy f and my Redeemer's invakahle merits \ Option 
confirm and eftabhfb this hope in mi evermore^ And 
vouchfafe to reckon me amongft thy children^ and the 
bars of tbat eternal glory ^ which thou l^fi promifed ta 
all that love and fear thee^ throt^b our Lard and Sa- 
viour Jefus Cbrifi. Amen. 

Tbeoph. VI. In the next place, the fick man fliouid 
be put in mind. To pray earmfify ta God far nuecy^ 
that by t|iis means he may leave this world in a bh 
condition) and be delivered from all that gid^ 
which mud oriierwife have funk htm into the bdctom- 
le& pic. He is net only to rely upon our Sariour^i 
fatisfaflion as a fufikient price paid for hun, bucia 
beg of God Jikewife co accept ^ i( aa (adi> m rda* 
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cion to htmfelf, to be throughly reconciled to him by 
means of it, and to blot out all hts tranfgreflions.. 
And indeed there is hardly any man, who is not 
either perfectly fenfelefs, or abandoned as to rcligioni^ 
and all that ts good, that is not ready of himfelf to- 
cry to God for help, when thus upon the borders of 
deftrudion. 

Eufeb. It is natural for thofe who had no fenfe of 
duty to God at other times, neverthelefs to make 
their prayers to him, when in any conQderable danger 
and diftrefs. It was not the cafe only of thofe mari- 
ners who failed in the fhip with the prophet Jonab^ 
that when {a) there was a mighty tempeji in the fea^ 
and thejhip was like to be drowned^ they cried every man 
unto his God for fafecy ; (h) but it has been the com- 
^non pradice all the ix^rld over, that fuch as had no 
reverence for God at other times, 'have not been able 
to refrain from calling upon him, when in apprehenfion 
of fome dreadful evil like to feize them. It is well 
known how that wicked city Nineveh humbled them-- 
^ fclves, and fafted, (c) and cried mightily unto God, to 
try, if poflTibly they might prevent the fpeedy deftruc* 
tion wherewith they were threatened. So wicked 
/ihaify of whom it is recorded, that (d) there was 
none like bim^ who did fell himfelf to work wickednefs in 
the fight of God\ yet, upon the prophet Elijah's de- 
nunciation of dcQru<ftion to himfelf, and his family, 
{e) rent his cloaths^ and put on fackchth upon his fiefh^ 
andfofled, and lay in fackcloth, and went foftly^ atter 
the manner of mourners. (/) Thus Oefar relates of 
the inhabitants of Marfeilles^ That when C Treioniits 
lay in ficge againfi: them, all forts amongft them, the 
younger and lefs confiderate, as well as the elder and . 

(a) Jonah i. 4, 9. 

(^) Turn maxime Deus ex memoria honinuni elabittir,c&ro be^ 
Beficiis ejus fruentes honorem dare diviose indolgentiae deberent. 
At ver5 d neceiiicas gravis preiTeric, toin Deazn recordancur, &c. 
La^ant. Inftit, 1. 2, c. 1. 

(r) Jonah Hi. 8, 9. (^ 1 Rtiigi.xxi. 25. (/} Ver. 27. 

(/) Dc Bell. Civ. 1. a. 
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mott ferious, tbeir wives and children^ and cBtir 
very guards, fell to iheir devotions^ co b^ z d^ 
liverance. And fo fays God of his oii^n obfiistt 
people the Jeu;^ that how negligent focver cb^ 
were of him in their eaie and profperity, their 
carriage would foon be changed when trouble came 
upon tbem» and they found themfelves encocnpafled 
with Ibrrows. (g) In tbeir affiHion ibey will feek m 
tarhf. Sorrows and misfortunes awaken mens minds, 
and put them upon looking out for help ; and, fioce 
they knpw God is the only fure refuge for the diftrcf- 
fed^ they fcarce need to be invited at fuch a time to 
addrefs themfelves to him» Hence it is e^fy to ob- 
{txst, thro* all ages, fo far as wc have an account of 
them, how people have been wont to fiock to the 
temples in times of diftrefs, to offer up their devo- 
tions there^ in hope of obtaining fome relief from chtir 
eievances, of whatever fort. And the fame method 
s been cuftomary in times of imminent danger, as 
well as of prefent fufFerings^ all nations, whether 
heathens, Jews, or Chriftians, having conftaody 
praAifed it. And whofoever would hope for the 
divinefavour and protection, muft not fail co take this 
tourfe^ when under any prefTure or calamity. Bat 
never is there fuch occafion for this duty, as when a 
man is feized with fome violent pain or ficknefs, that 
gives him juft reafon to expect a fpeedy tranQatioa 
in^O another world. When he finds almofi no tiine 
left to do it in, this will be a cogent motive to him, 
to fee about it with all hts might, and never to give 
over tJi be has obtained a bleffing. 

Tbeopb. For iliis reafon I (ball not (land to preli- 
the necefllty of what every one is naturally fo proot 
to enter upont in times of danger and difficulty i 
but only (hall in few words beg of our good 
friend here, not to give over what he has flicwii; 
htmfelf fo ready to praAife, ever fince he was taken ill |r 
but that be will ftill go on to pray^ and will beg of alii 
<^) Hbf, V. I J, 
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his frifnds and relations to pray for *hini» during his 
ftay in this world, that God will forgive bis fins^ will 
purify his heart, will mortify all the remainders of 
Vice in him, will give him bis Holy Spirit to ftrengtben 
and afiift him, and will fend his holy angels to condudt 
him to glory. This is a courfe, my friend, thac 
cannot fail of being highly advantageous to you ; and 
which you are fure can never hurt you. 

Ancbitb. To deal freely with you, good ^heopbiiuf^ 
I mud acquaint you, that I do fpend a good part of 
cny time in prayer to God, both by myfelf, and with 
others ; and by the grace of God I (hall perfift in it, 
whilft I am able to fpeak, or can lift up my bands or 
eyes towards Heaven. And I do alfo beg of you 
here prefent, and of my other friends, to aflTift me with 
your charitable prayers to Almighty God, in my 
behalf. 

A Prayer for Ability to pray with Fervour and 
Devotion. 

/^ H moft gracious God^ do tbou incline wy beart moro 

^^ and more to call upon tbee^ tbat wben I can d^ 

noibing elfe^ I may yet pray to and praife tbee. In- 

Jpire my foul witb devout- affeSionSy fuitabk to my pre* 

Jent circumjlancesy tbat I may offer up my prayers from 

a truly bumble and penitent^ ajincere and pious mnd^ 

and witb fucb fervour and eameflnefs^ as tbat tbou 

fnayeft not rqeSl my petitions^ nor witb-bold tby mercy 

from me -, but mofefi bear from Heaven tby habitation^ 

and return me a gracious anfwer. Hear me^ Lord ; 

for tby mercies are great : bear me^ and all tbat pray 

for mCy and our Lord Jefus Cbriji interceding for us 

all And plenteoujfy reward all tbofe prayers tbat are 

put up to tbee on mine account^ from wbomfoever tbey 

come, tbrjoufb tbefame our Lord Jefus Cbrifl. Amen. 
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Anothcfj for Forgivencfs of Sin, and a Prepa^ 
radoQ for a better State. 

TT is thy naturt and property^ O Lorij always iffievt 
mercy 9 and to forgive. To thee apperteuneth io figa 
pUy to thofe who put their truft in thee. On tt^Jbom cmijt 
thou mwe Suitably place thy compafton^ than en me a 
Mworthy fifmer^ who am Jhortly to give mp my accmeA 
at thy great tribunal ? Shut not thine ear agam^ m 
now in mf extremity ; neither cafi me away m tij 
wrathful indignation : butfo turn thine a^er /rom m 
who meekly acknowledge my viletiefs^ and truly rtpetSi 
me of my faults^ and fo make hafte to hetp me in tiu 
worlds to purge and purify me^ and to perfeS wbatevsr 
is wanting in ms^ that I may ever live with tbte in tk 
world to come^ through Jefus Chrifi our Lord. Amco. 

Theoph. VIL Another doty, highly neceflary at all 
times, buc more efpecially in time of flckne/s, and 
upon the appearance of death, is. To watch diligently 
againfi our grand enemy the dtvily who is more efpcdaiy 
mdufirious and viUgant^ to do us a mif chief atfucb a time 
as this. Ic is his conftaot bufmefs to promote the ruin 
of qiankind by all meana in his power. Having involv* 
cd himfelf in irrecoverable mifery, wherein he hss 
Jong fufier'd for his folly, and mud be fure to do ic 
through a tailing eternity ; his continual ftudy is, by 
all arts of fraud and treachery, to bring whomfo* 
ever he can into the fame woful and helplels condition 
with himfelf ; and lb to get them under his dominidni 
that he may perpetually tyrannize over them. Hence 
the apoftle St. Peter reprefents him, as {h) going about 
like a furious roaring lion^ feeking whom he may devour \ 
watching all opportunities to get people into his 
reach ; ufing whatever means, either to afFright or 
amaze, or to beguile and deceive them out of their 
duty. 

{*) I Pet. V. 8. 
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' Eufeh. He once gave an account of himlelf, chat 
he had been (1) walkit^ to and fro in the eartb^ m4 
£oiftg up and ddwn in ii. And the fame is ftill his con- 
Itanc praAice, to the end that he may work what 
erit he can to its inhabitants. 
• Tbeapb. He is ftylcd by St. Paul, (*) the prince of 
the p&iver'of the air j to put us in mind of our danger 
from the legions of evil fpirits he has at his command^ 
us his minifters and fervants ; by whom he procures 
the death of finners, as well as by his own moreimtne* 
diate devices, each way leading them on to perdition. 
And no wonder, if fo potent, and fo malicioufly in* 
defatigable an agent, be fadly prevalent over fuch as 
are not fufHciehtiy provided againft him. (/) Plutafcb^ 
in. the life of Du>n^ notes it as a very antieni tradition^ 
ibat there a fort of wicked incbahting damons^ which 
envy good men, and fet tbemfelves to terrify them out of 
their regular and virtuous converfation ; td the end that^ 
parting with their integrity and innocence, they may not 
be in a better condition than tbemfelves: Very agreeably 
to what the Holy Scriptures teach concerning this 
grand enemy of fouls, and his emiflTaries and agents, 
{m) working in the children of difobedience^ and leadit^ 
them captive at bis wilt. 

Eufeb. It is his daily and hourly employment, to 
plant his engines, and lay his fnares, in all places, for 
obftruding our falvation •, and Ihould be ours to arm 
ourfelves againft him ; and, as the apoftle St. James 
directs, fo to (n) refift him, as that he may flee from 
ffP; and leave us to ourfelves, to fulBl the duty re* 
quired of us. 

7beopb. And more efpecially when we come to draw 
near our latter end. Then our adverfary looks upon 
himfelF to be, in a more peculiar manner, engag'd to 
try, if poflible, to fecure us to himfeif. He knows 
be has then but afhort time \ and, if he can improve 
that to his purpofe, his work is done, and we mutl 

. (1) Job i. 7. (i) Bphef. IL a. (/) P. 958. («) Epbef. il. 2. 
8 Tim. ii. 26. (ff) Ijodm iv. 7. 
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never hope for fafety or happine^ more. Hence he 
ONOtrivcs aU w^ys, mc^kc^ ufe (^ all artificer, and 
employs all hie meihocts of deli^on ; tb^c he may 
not only retain ithe hold he had gotten vpon any, hm 
that he may enforce his intereft in tKem,. till i( be 
too lace lor them to think of refcuing ttiemfelvcs out 
of his hmid. {9) He pu^ on various garbs, cranA 
fpriins himfelf into every (hape, and accommodaies 
bimfelf . to all humours, that, by thefe means, be 
may inlarge hia dominions, and gain new fufc^efb 
. (o his kingdom. One while, he iooth^ and carelfes 
the finner, and lulls him on in bis wonted fiupidkjr ; 
kft he fl&ould grow wife, and bethink himfelf of his 
dangerous ftate, and ihould ufe bis hearty endeavours 
to g^ out of it- At another time, he difcourages 
him by reaibn of the difficulty of repentance, and a 
truly Chriftian converfation ; whereby to retain hira 
Hill under bis dominion. This man be tempts m 
dtfbelieve the doctrines id religion, and more parti- 
cularly the immortality of the foul, and a life 10 
come. That man he prevails with, tho' convinced 
itf the certainty and duration of the other ftate, never^ 
thelefs to a£t contrary to his belief, and expofe him- 
felf to all the dire vengeance, th^t is threatened to thofe 
«4)CKdo^« Some he edtices to pfefume upon d^ 
IHvine Goodnefe ; and forafmuch as Qod has declared 
himfelf to be infinitely merciful, therefore not to fieac 
but he will ^t lad receive them into his glory, with- 
Mt iJiqukiiDg in what difpofidon they are tor appear- 
ing in his prefence ; or what they can poflibly &y for 
themfelves, when he fhall call them to judgnwnt. 
Thus he carries on the inconfiderate in a tboughde6 
Purity, till, at length, death feizes them, before they 
are in a readinefs for it ; and fo the door is irietriev^ 
ably Jhttt againft them. With otherSf he proceeds 
in a quite different manner, prefling them to defpair, 
by reaibn of the multitude and heinoufne& of their 

«ira «; if^ oM: ttm etntenm, t^ U^fimH^ CyriU^lficrof. Qm^ 4. 
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jKns ; a^d, by this means, with-holds theiQ from 4oiag 
wb^t they may, in order to a recovery. In i;np ^me 
of their l^e^Ich and merriment, his guftom was to 
reprefent repentance to them a$ an eafy work, that 
xx^ight quickly be difpatch*d at the end pf .tKeir d^ays, 
;vhen t)iey flipqld come to take ;heir Jxd, ^n(^ be f^ 
for notbing.elfe. J^ut.now the tune is chapj^c^, an^ 
Jill his caj^e is to perfuade them, chat it ^ top latp (o 
make any attempts towards the doing what tjbqy moijt 
ceirtaii>ly ought to have dqne fooner, whj)(t^they,ha^ 
healc^^ and ^ time, and ability for it ^ ^U\j«ri^ch peing 
4101W greatly impair'fi, ^hcte 4$ no hope wt tl^em jv 
QCCompliibiog an accqxablc repentance. Cirqas illf 
fwJlnguUs^ fays (p):Su Cyfrian j , ' .tie gioj^^ f l?o«f 

* cvfryopepf us, and, |ike an epemy ^p^thasWr 

* dertakqn .;i fiege, he carefially viewjs tfaey^i^ an^ 
I f triqs where .the weakeft plf^is» ^nd ^hefher therp 
I * be ajiy h^pc of jjotranice for h)m, 'to ^jie cycp 
\ * he propofes charming bpavities^ .^d.t^tp^iqg^piea-- 
i ^ furcs \ .fhac by tbp , fight peoples chafiipy may be 

( • ruin*d. Tp the eaxs he prefects, har^ionj^y^mu- 
I * ii<;k» by the affFediqg fouml whereof to jbfi^^a an^ 
I ^ ab#te their. Chriftian retplution. tie provokes the 
{ ^ tongpe by rude an(i uqhandfome Jai:iguage ;' moves 

* the hand to fighting and murder by afFroats and 

* injuries ; allures the deceiver by ^lie bait of unjuit 
^ gain. To him that will fell his foul for pioney, he 
'^ oS^T^ what he itc& like to prevail witti hirf) : h^ 

* proi;Difqs earthly hoppurs, that he may deprive ps 

* pf t(ie heavenly ; m^kes falfe Ihews, to rob us of 

* tl)e ^rue riches : and vi(hpm he cannot privily de- 
^ (;eiye, he feeks to wprk uppn by open and barefaced 

* tbr^cning ; aflauking them with terrible .and de- 

* ftrui£tive.pcr(ecMtipas, whereby to difcourge the 

* .faj{yu1.(j:rv^nts of God, tp whom he is always an 
^ ipvA^^^ii^ ^^'^ dre^adful enemy ; fubtje m. peace, 

* and. j^Vjicnc in perfecqtion. Wherefore, y&yj- be^ 

* mo(t d<^ brethren , let your mind be ifpfti^ed and 
(/) Dc Zelo fc jLivore» p. 221. 
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* armed againft all his aflfaults ; whether by opeo 

* threatnings, or by his more plaufible and decei^ui 
'^ infinuacions ; being always as ready to refift bis 

^ attacks, as be is to make them.' 

Eufeb. One way or other, he never fails to profe- 
cute his malicious defigns with his utmoft vigoor; 
watching day and night to take men at an advantage, 
to enfnare them when either leaft aware of^ or leaft 
able to withftand, his motions. 

Tbeopt. Which proves the reafonablenefs of Sc Cj- 
prian*s advice ; and that the more perntcioufly fuc- 
cefsful any have found him in thefe attempts, the 
more carefuHy viligant are they obliged to be agaioft 
them for the future. Their former failures (hould 
certainly engage them not only to humble themfirlvcs 
\inder a fenfe of» an unfeigned forrow for thein« but 
moreover to make them henceforward more incef- 
fantly upon their guard i that they never be betrayed 
into the like for the time to come. 

Ett/et. If fuch (q) who think tbeyftand mofl fecurely, 
are neverthelefs to take Seed, left thejfaU by the fur- 
prize of a fudden, or the violence of a firong tempta- 
tion ; how much more dught thofe to do it, whole 
former falls have given them too fad evidence of their 
own weaknefs ! 

^beapb. And fo fhould thofe, who find themfelvei 
at any time lefs difpofed than ufual, to bear up againft 
him. And, accordingly, his peculiar diligence at the 
approach of our latter end calls then upon all for a 
more efpecial regard to his wiles, whereby to defiend 
themfelves againft him« You muft then be fure, as 
far as confiftent with your weak condidon, to watch 
and pray againft him, and to implore a fingular mea- 
fure of the Divine afiiftance, for carrying you thro' 
your laft agonies with fuccefs and conqueft ; that you 
may not unhappily lofe the reward of all your for- 
mer pains, and meet with a dreadful difappointoieot, 
«nd be everlaftingly condemned, when you expeded, 
(f) 1 Cor. X. 12. 
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^n the contrary » to receive a crown of glory ^ tbaifadeib 
nei away. What (r) St. Jerom affirms is moft cer- 
tainly true, Nulks dies tutus periculo proximus ; there 
i3 no time of thinking yourfelf fafe whilft in the neigh- 
bourhood of danger. And, forafmuch the greater 
the danger is, the farther you are from fafety, the 
more watchful ought you undoubtedly to be at fuch 
a time. 

^ncbitb. I am fully convinced I ought to be fo j 
but my ficknefs fo difcompofes my thoughts, that I 
can do nothing as I fliould. Wherefore I befeech 
Almighty God to take pity upon me j either to help 
my infirmity, or gracioufly to accept of fuch imper- 
feS duties as that wijl allow me to perform. , 

A Prayer for Defence againft the AiT^ults of the 

Devil. 

^ Lmigbiy Godt and moft merciful Father ^ wbofe I 
am^ and to whom all my fervices are due ; to tbee • 
1 now addrefs rn^jelf^ befeecUng tbee to bow tbine ear^ • 
and bearken to me in this my neceffity. O look upon 
me^ and be merciful unto me^ as thou ufeft to do unto' 
tbofe that love thy Name, Confider my declining help* 
lefs condition 5 and be thou my mighty Saviour and Deli^ 
verer. As my time is Jhort^ and my ftrengtb little^ 
Jo it is my great uuhappinefs to have a powerful and a 
fnbtle^ as well as a defperately malicious adverfary^ con-- 
tinually lying in wait for my deftruHion. And^ witb^ 
out thy help^ I muft inevitably perijb. I were ever- 
laftingly undone^ were it not that thy ftrengtb is made 
perfeSi in weaknefs -, and thou haft gracioufly promised 
to fy/lain tbofe who caft their burden upon thee. Tins 
I now defire to do^ in an humble confidence^ that thou 
wilt not rejeSt me when I fue to thee for fafety. jgj?- 
able me fo to reflft the devil, that he may flee from me^ 
and not go on to attempt my ruin : or, if he do, yet 
fuffer bim not to fucceed in his endeavours ; but, of 
(r) ProGpm, »d Ptmm^ch. in Lib. t. Commentar. in Amos. ' 
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iby gtedl nfercy^ fruftrafe bis itjiffu^ and ^eat ^ 
his wiles and fitatagms^ that be may not prtuSl 
againft me^ and draw me afide into tb( tvays of fig. 
U bough he be powerful^ tbf Hafy Spirit is incof^parablf 
more ptkverful ^ let that ^ood Spirit eonduS me faf^ 
in fpi^bt of all the other's devices for my ruin, fye- 
liver me^ O my God, deliver me in thy rigbleoujhifs \ 
and let no temptation be too firong for me. Cany mi 
tiSoriouJfy through whatfoever confUSs or calamities 
may befal me, either now, or at Jhe hour of death. This 
i Scgfor Jefiis ChriJTs fake our Lord. Amen. 

Another, for Acceptance with Almighty God 

/^ Merciful and gracious Lord God^ v^bo ii^l^ not 
^ the death of ajinner, but rather that hefiatdd turn 
from hisfiis, and live \ and who art always more rea^ 
to bear^ than we to pray ; and art wont to give nu^i 
than we defire or deferve \ deed not with me accordit^ 
to my own unwortbinefs, but according to the multitnd: 
pf thy mercies. Let not my defeHive fervices be £f 
pleafing in thy fight. Cafi me not off, when I endeavour 
to approve myfelf tp thee •, though wi(b a great mxturo 
of weaknefs and imperfeSlion. fVhilJl I (ontimue here 
oinoxious tq fii, and always encompafs^d with tempta- 
tions to it, I am continually adding to tpe vdft heap of 
my offences \ and even wy ixtoji holy things are polluted 
and dffiied. /f0 me by thy grace and Holy Spirit^ 
that J may fetve tbef if ore completely for the Uttk 
time of my life that yet remains, than 1 have done hi* 
thereto. When I offer up my petitions to tbee, infpir^ 
fry foul ^ith fuch devout affeSlions, as become a guilty 
creature before his highly offended Creator. And *< 
fll pther times let a fenfe of thy Divine prefmce over- 
awe my mind, that I may fludy to the ut^ofi to pleaft 
^hee } being fully refolved to yield to no motions to tht 
contrary, tow preffing foever. And do t^u conde- 
^cetuj to cafi an eye of pity towards me] and to accept 

' ' ■*•■•■■ ^' ■' 4 
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of fueh an imperfeR obedience as Lam capahk of per- 
formng^ through Jejus Cbriji our Lord. Amen. 

Another, for tte Dircaidn of God's Spirit. 

IQ Godn, forafmuch as without thee I am not able to 
pleafe th^e ; mercifully grant that tiy hofy Sjnrit 
may in all things diretl and rule nty hearty that he may 
be to me a Spirit of imfdom and underftanding^ a Spirtf 
(f counfel and nught^ a Spirit of knowledge^ and of tli 

fear of the Lord^ , and may daily increafe in me thy ma- 
nifold gifts of grace. Let him he my Guide to direSl 
ine in the way of righteoufnefsj my Guard to preferve me 

from the fury of the enemy ^ and my Shield to beat back 
all bis darts. And^ forafmuch as the frailty of man^ 
without thee, cannot but fall \ keep me ever by thy help 

from all things hurtful^ aud lead me to all things pro* . 

Jtable to my falvation^ through Jefus Cbrift our l/nrd^ 

Amen. 

•. 

Eufeb. I doubt we have tir*d Anchithanes. 

Tbeoph. 1 will only beg leave to mention one other 
duty, if he can have patience to hear it, and fo fiialt 
bid htm atHeu for this lime. 

Anchitb. I bcfeech you take your own time. 
• Tbeoph. VIII. Then, in the laft place^ Tbefick man 
mujifiew himfelf perfeBly rejigned to the Divine difpofal. 
1 do not fay he muft not murmur at God's dealings 
with him, how dif^greeable foever to fieOi and blood ; 
becaufe this were fuch exceffive undutifulnefs and in- 
gratitude together, as no good man can fuflfer bim« 
ietf to be guilty of: but he mufl: farther renounce 
his own moft natural defires, whenfoever they are no: 
throughly conformable to what Almighty God de- 
crees concerning him. Otherwife, the very heathens 
Will rife up in judgment againft him, and will con- 
demn him in a high degree \ particularly (i) EpiSetus^ 
^ho fticks not to profefs concerning himfelf, that h : 
bad brought his mind into a perfeft fubjedlion co ths 
(0 Arr. Epictet. 1. 3. c. 26. 

Z 4 Divine 
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Divine will. * I have learned, fi^s b^ Cp cooforQ! 
« my will CO God \ infomuch chat would be bave 

< me fick, I would be fo ^ would he have me atccmpc 

< any thing, I am ready to do it \ woqici he have 
« me defirc ^ny thing, I arp willing to defireitji 

< would he havp me acquire any thing, I rejoice to 
« fet about it \ would he not have me to do it, neither 
« am I for it ; would he have ine to die, I do do( 
« refufe it/ In like manner,(/^ SMr<i/^,being ipformM 
by Crito^ that he was to die the ne3(t day, recum'd 
this anfwer, as a teftimony of his Yf ady lubroUIioa 
CO the determination of Providence concerning him \ 

tfu' li is very well^ V7 Crito $ and^jince itjieajts tbegeis^ 
fo let U be. And {u) Seneca pafles a fevere cenfure 
upon thofe who are not willing to part with their life, 
qr whatfpever other ble/Itng^ they haye received from I 
God, whenfoever he thinks 6t to call for ic : ^ He^ 

< fr/s be^ is unjuft, who will not leave the ordering 

* of the gift to the will of the giver ; and he is core- 

< tous, who is not as well pleafed with bis having le- 
« (reiv'd a favour, as he is di(lurb*d at the lofs of it.* 

Eufeb. To the fame purpoXe, likewife, fpeaks the 
Emperor jintomnus % freely owning, that (;r) Pnvi- 
denee is ct^arfy feen in the adwimfiration of the world y 
and hence exhorcing not to die repining^ b»t eafy^ 4m4 
well pleafed^ and with tbank/ulnefs to th( gods. And, 
at another time, he profeflfcs his veneracion for the 
Glovernor of the world, and his truft and confi- 
dence in him* (y) J^i^oJ^ 9^ cuVftS«ib ^^ 3'«/pal r^ iwxim* 

* I adore the Orderer of all things, and firmly and 

* ^edfaftly rely upon him ^ (z) and extorts cibers^ 

* quietly to exped their diflfolution, whether by way 
f of extin^ion or tranilation ; and, in the mean time, 
^ to worflifp and praife the gods ; to do. good ta 

* men ; to be^^r with them, and to refrain from make- 

* ing them any ill returns ; and to temember, that 

(0 Plat, in Crit. («) De ConfoUt. M Polyb. c. so. (») s;^. 
}f»ih, h I. §. alt. {y) lb. 1. 6. %. S. 4^' lb. L 5. $. 2c. 
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f cbofe things which are from without, and depend 
f neither upon their own bodies or foub, are neither 
f theirs, nor at fbeir difpoial* /Ind again^ Jayi be^ 
i {a) He determines the end of thy ading herc> who 
* was formerly the caufe of thy being, and is nowL 
f of thy diflblution ; neither of which is thine own 
^ doing. Wherefore be fure to depart hence well 
f plealed} for he thatdifmiiles thee, is fo,' 
. Tteopk If the light of nature could teach fuch 4 
fubmiffion to Almighty God, how much more Ihould . 
the doftrines of the Gofpel incline us all to a ready 
compliance with whatfoever is well pleafing to him I 
And the fick man therefore would do well, to recol- . 
le£t that God's will is not only fupreme, abfolute, 
and independent, bi3t moreover isjn^nitely righteous 
^d wife } that he i^nderftands all things, and knows . 
the tendencies, and forefees the events of them, and 
what good or hqrt there is in them; and» confequently, 
^l\ his difpenfations towards gny of us mgft be really : 
beft in themfelves, though we, at prefent, may not - 
apprehend them to be fot 

.Eufeb. He might confider alfo, how much {b) the 
4^ of m^s death is better than the day of bis birtb ; 
that, as has been {c) already obferved, this life is full 
of mifery and trouble, and in no wife to be com*- 
pared with the ineftimable joys and glories, the un- 
conceivable blifs and felicity, of the other; that he is 
here but as a ftranger and a pilgrim upon 2 journey, 
and that nq pleafaru: one, towards a better country; 
but l^eaven is his end, his home, his Father's houfe, 
where alone he can be zf. reft, and where he will meet 
with the completeft happinefs in all refpedts; that 
here he is in fpiritual thraldom, lial)le to manifold 
temptations ; in a fort of fervitude to divers lufts and 
pjeafures, which he .cannot defend himfelf agaioft, 
widioiit continual care and watchfillnefs ; but there 
he will be abfolutely free, a(id reign in fplendor and 
fnajefty fof ever and ever, 

\u\ Et( UvTi», 1. 1 2. ^. iil(. (b) Ecclef. fU. |. (r) P. a6o, «c, 

fbeopb^ 



fiff^6. N<y dcutit, fhdfe coniidbrAi^os tiioli: M 
up the mind ot a good man, above all he cato nm 
with here below ; and will nlake him not im^Mriiifiig & 
be cfanflawd into thac/r Ar//^ ftarc. The tn^^dk 
i^ never for ry^ that he has reached the end oi hu joor- 
ncy, and is now at liberty to eiijoy himfelf, and lai 
friends. The labourer is glad, when his work is om 
that he may retire, and take his rdt. The maiwr 
j^full of joy, v^henr he feed his perns and haftens Mk 
aft the fpeed he can t6 g*^ into it. The foMkri 
r6iif enough to beuke Kinifelf to the rcf reflinfc« rf 
his wjatdr's c$f^ when tired with* did drudgery mi 
d«gef <rf the fammer's com^lgn. And ffaali oflt 
tkt Ghfiftian be as defiA>i» df attaining his end, attf 
as much di^pofed to btefs hinHrdf in the attainmcst 
of k f When he is ^rifie to th* utmoft ter» of ft 
pUgrimage •, has foU^bt the good fi^bt of faith, mi 
jb^ed bis c^t with irt^grity, and a good coa* 
fdenccf i has laboured his appoirrtbd dme in his Hor 
.ve^\ Fathii^'a vineyard -, has beerr longtofiM abdot 
in this world, as upon a tempeftuous Tea \ and oov 
fde^ bbfore him a quiet and fettled habitation, €m im- 
mortal crown of gl^rj^ a pleaftnt land, and a toxA 
e*ceeding!y valuable recompence of reward, an mbe- 
rititHde incdrrttptible^ mdtindefikd^ tbatfadetb notamj^ 
referved in Heaven for bhn ; #hat fhould make fattt 
fond of carrying any longer here ? 

Ettfeb. To meet with croflfer and vexatk>n, to he 
fubgeft to lofles arid difappointmenCs, to be fick and 
die, is but the common fate of this mortal life ; and 
what the wifeft and moft honotrrable, and the ricbeft 
arid moft potent Kings and emperors, as well as dieir 
meaneft fubiefts, arc liable to ; and k is a very onrca^ 
fdnable thing, for a prifoner to be fo in love with Im 
confinement, a captive with his chains, or a flave widi 
his drudgery and ill ufa^, *s not readily to accept 
of si deliverance, when offered freely j and without 
any other inconvenience, than quitting his ftatfm, 

and 
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flbd' ranbving at at diftance fVofm the caufe of ^11 his 
dSlttnthk&iom and oot^pIaiiKa. 

TbaopB, The grcafteft a(nd tfte bcft of Pr inceS are 
^lO mot-e cjfcmpt from natursil ingrmicies, ahd oat- 
ward tifHikksf and accidents, than cotnmon p^eople. 
They mUli meet with o^^fifioh, and difobedlcnce, 
dnd treachery, and confpiracies, above the rate of 
Others 1 and Aiufl; bt flij and m pain, and ^ive pp the 
ghofl: when their time comey, no Ids than the bafeft 
of their yaflals. Even our blefl^d Liord, the Son of 
God Kimfelf^ Was not 6nty to dvt^ but to die a pain- 
ftri, ignc^inioue, tod JlccOrfed diidith vpon the crofs. 
And can any pr^end to be his dlfciples, and refufe 
to be cdofi^fm^id (0 his exaihple ? It Would certamly 
become os a]^ to fet him before us as a pattern for 
our pious imikdbif ; am) to beg, tliat the Will of God 
may be ifccclnfplt(h*d in Us, With the lame fabmiffionr 
that he did ) and Aot thiAk ourfelves too good fo drink 
cf the liS^ thai ht (kank of^ and h bdpttud ft;iib the bap- 
fifif^ that be iiBa^ baptized wtb^ Or even todift &far 
eafier dd«th thaA h^ ditd. So that the lick man can 
never hope to e^^ufe hlmfelf, if he does not take care 
to bring all bh longh)^ and defines into furbjedHoit 
to the all-^ifddetermiriritions of God concerning him ; 
whether for profp<irity <* adverfity, heakh or fick- 
oefs, life or death: th6 doing which Will not only 
be an acceiptable ferried to Almighty God, and a ju^ 
jiekrtowjddgmdnt of his fovefeignty and dominion; 
but wtt) be a great eafe to his own mind, and the 
fureft m^thtid hb cto take to cure all ihofe tormenting 
fear^ of death, to wtiich ite would otherwife be liable. 
Thi) will bring him to a c^mpofednefs of thoughts 
vndef ail evendf; that whatever happens, be will 
jit^tt b^ didurbfcd at it to any great degree «, and fo 
h« will be eafy both living and dying ; and in the 
readier way to b$ for ^ver happy, When be comes into 
;he other world. 

Ancbitb. Oh, how happy were T, if I could once 
^rpughly concucr myfelf \n this refpc^, fo as to 

leave 
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Jcave it intirely to Almighty God to choofe for w 
This I have heartily endeavoured, and do yet, im 
will endeavour, as long as breath is lefc in me s aa 
will beg of God to help my infiraiities, and eoafai 
me to do it as I ought \ as likewife, that wheoevc 
he takes me hence, be will uke me to hinnfelf. 

A Prayer for an intirc Redgnation to the Di?in 

/^RANt me^ O Urd^ a ready and emfimta ^ 
^^ mjfion to thy mofi hohf^ f^fi juft^ ^^ rigbum 
WiU^ Sbdl whatever becomes of me^ I may ahmrfi km 
up to thee^ as the Supreme Author of all evenis ; 09 
fu thy hand in every thing that befals mei and mtf 
comfort myfelf to thinks tbat^ in all my troubles and J^- 
Jlculties, I have yet a good and gracious Gad to uk 
care of me^ It is unfpeakable love in thee^ to concert 
tbyfelf for us poor mortals^ fifful dufi and qfbts: yel^ 
Jmce thou dofi not difdain to charge tby good Pravidemn 
foith us^ and our affair s^ never Juffer any of tu^ I k- 
feech theCf to make fo ill ufe of tby condefcenfim^ as 
to fhew owrjelves diffatisfied cU any of tby moft adverfi 
difpenfations towards us \ but to betieve they xoHl cer- 
tainly turn to our advantage^ if we be dijpoful to recdoe 
them as we osfght. Be with me in particular^ attd /k 
guide and over-rule all my defires^ that they wury be m* 
tirely ftdyeH to thy determination \ that I may take 
patiently all th^u lofcfi upon me\ and whether then 
defignefl me for life or deaths this or the other worldj 
I may reft affured^ that thou knoweft how to cbufe for 
me^ far better than 1 can for myfelf i and may be eaff 
and consented in whatever condition^ ^9^V» ^^er the 
example of our blejed Lord^ Not my will, but tbioe 
be done. Grant tbis^ O Father^ for the fake of th§ 
fime tfiy Son ostr Lord 0nd Saviour, Amen, 

Another, 



Another, for an eafy Departure hence. 

rJfND fiKtf it feem p>$d in thy figbt^ O gracious 
f^-* L/frd^ to /often tbi pains of my ffefeta fitkntfs^ 
^nd approaclmg agoniiSy and to grant mo a gentle / 
p>affage tbrongb tbe gate of deatb. Tbou hmoeft tbe 
XMfcaknefs and frailty of buman nature: Ob^ that it 
umay pleafe tbee to lay no, heavier load upon me^ than is 
'necejaryfor me I but grant me a favourable and bappy 
departure out of tbis miferabk world j tbat J may (tit 
>^xntb a quiet mind^ and a peaceful confcience, and no 
\exceffive nor lafiing bodify pains. Tbis my own fears 
prefs me to beg of tbee^ and I do it accordingly ^y but 
^yet wiib all fubmiftan to tby mofi boly Willy wbicb I 
\pray may be done^ tbo*^ tbou fbouldefi bave determined 
' ptberwife concerning me. Only tben J befeecb tbee to 
\fstrmfb me witbpatiemey and fupport me witbf fphitual 
' cemforts^ and not fuffer my gbofijy enemy to terrify and 
\ tnQl0 me. ^nd tbe nearer 1 come to my dfffbtutiony 
' Sbe more plentifully do tbou mamf^ tby mercy towards 
' mcy tbrougb Jefus Cbrifi miy dear Redeemer y and only 

' iLofd and Saviour. Amen. 

i . ^ , 

Another, for a TraniUtion into a better State. 

y^iV^ A tvben Itake leave of tbis eartbly bodyy receive 

^ me^ Ibegy into thy favour. Give tby holy angels 

charge (ner me^ to conduit me fafe into tby kingdomy and 

place me amongft tbe faints in light y in tbe bofom of Jefus. 

Watch over me for goody take my foul unto tbyfelfy 

Wished and cleanfed in tbe blood of Chnfl. And grant y 

at lengthy to this decaying body^ a blejfed refurreSliony and 

reunion to its former companion y that both foul and body 

mof be glorified together ; ^ ciitd that 1 may everlaflingfy 

praife and magnify tby holy Name, founding forth eternal 

haUcluJabSy and faying with thofe in the Apocaiypfoy 

BL'ESSJNGy AND HONOURy AND 

GLORTy AND POWERy BE TO HIM 

THAT SlTfETH UPON THE THRONE^ 

AND TO THE LAMB, FOR EVER AND 

E t^E k. Amen. Theopb. 



TlMpk I make no aueftion, JiicbiiJbatnfSy bat jn 
really labour after the QtSBbi frame of mibd, aiad di 
iwippy tr^infladoR hqpQCt yon ib heartily pray ibr. 
But iMe quifl: pow.ta^c our leaves of you : Mid I ht 
ieech Almighcy God. to fend you a qiiieit nigbr, ui 
CO have you #lwiiys in his proQ9£ttoii, vlMSbv Kni 
W dytfig. 

J^fei. Weopghtg indeed, tobegoingi bw^ 
I fee The^4KUs comii^, and k wUl l)e fie to .flay lai 
join wkh him in prater for OMr worthy fcien^. ^ 

4fuU$k. I Ibeg tbispiece,of.frieiidflupof ypuJxMfc) 
for I have ^ac need of the prayers of all my ^dwh 

Thcod. Tmektothhlmfe^ Md ^ ibiit dxvfffiBii. 

Tjbfppb, Wfi were juft Iniring .Acbi{b^m/ts to Mk 
left. Having fufficiendy. tired. him with a Joog vjfti 
hu^ feeiog you coming, we refolTed to u^rry a fiok 
longer, and oflfcr up our prayers with you qo bis-te* 
bw^ for bis recovery, if it feem gpod to the Oimr 

Wifdocpi or cUeior^hb admiflioninto etenwl hafff^ 
fif fty 

7%W. Then, if yoti^pleafe, we will begin. 
tbeapb. As foon as you ptofe, Tl»f^ko^ ^ . for kk 
more than time we were gone. 
'Thai. I will flot keep you any long^. 

Prefers beif^ eided^ the otbers wtbdr^tWj 6^rtcf^ 
Tbeodor(is oW tc^i/i^ Anchithanes ; nti^^' 
link fiafona^k andptQus advice^ left bimjof. 

ne Efii qfthe Fifib VISIT. 
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Mfffii.^fyifthm «nd Pkikt^Wt you wp» Vfi 

-*■ (nfoiubljr. Iwiisjyftgp)Qg.(o c«)l .vfOl 

^koptibut that we might m»kfB ggod qui; pig^VBift t* 

4»«biAaiiUy at whoft Jioufe .v^e .cxpoAc^ v> .«(? 



^4* Si^ ^9"s peit(frHirf. <iif 

Tbeopb. yf^W in,cc. Sirs. . JE^ere is ^ meOepgerfrpqi 
Jttcbitbanesj to acquaint me» that heis.ippphchs^q^^ 
fioce ye(ler4j^9 ^^ feea)sx« be-^^Kcar his end- 

Timotb. Then, ^ you pkafe, Ipt .i;^ Jjofe noi^tintf^ 
that we do not come too lat(L 
. Tbecpb. Be ym very v^eai^i^i^^^hj^ ^tci^s ^^nd 
faint, ycftc?(;lay J and^ if J>p -be, n;juc{i. altered fences, ^ 
caonpc be^stpf^ed.^Q l^ft loi^^ fo (ha^ if ^^>i!fRuld 
)jftpc to (}o blip a<»y fcrrif^q, wc pMgjit (o niia{c<H^Jwf 

b^ftc WC^I^I),, . ;.-. i .,:; . :: : r: 

Pir/%. Pray let us. And t)f. .w^ /^pld .ipt b^ 
pit)^ to .dpr<iijx»iJ¥H^ jJWJ^ei^t y^ it ^lU M 3 fflpfi- 
^erable kim^n^ls |tp.^relws, .tp b^hpld a fp^;f^dp 
pf |porjaiiityj*:,^b?$ will fWWf*)lyjPHt 4is jn g|ii}d ipf 
piu* oyvn.traiifx, f^ad the u^c^^iifiQ^^^f ^(his ^anfiiorj 
life. ; ..;j; V ... .;. . .:.^) ■ : 

ff'itfppA.. *J[f .^ pp imall .Bvge ()f ,iyiftlpm ^ a^inlwr 
pw^ftysarigjjt, Awi i»orfupgci»Bd^,m9rc to.pm us 
flppp,thi|;,jth|9 $pf?c Oih^rfif, of tijc ii^Qfr»ine iw^ 
5:Qefticutipft4vit{i.OjVife]v.es,;(Vugg|tf^ for l^rra(]i,^Qd 
».rJftn(BMv«g,jJi^^e,g^ 

r«aw/A. y^i^:OT)ftiW'»s WPQ re|?ai^\wl?ftj is 
like tob^gft«qe4?f JWi^V^^ep w^^aw '^hjs woddj ^d 
follow .t>BRto^:^p^,:dl|y^«);ife^ ypop prFRuriag 

for our change, \\i/ich may ppi^j^liy l^ HfiVich ^^fST 
tofomeorallof u$i jh2n>i^?:8Eprehffd. \ . \ 

Efijfb. }ff^^i^Wt^jiqff-^^ i^creafeii we 

all bav€ to J9pHi^wan4h«) ^WHtfc^r ^j^, a^d/ip tgtf 
our fouls infl^T^^ie^fy fcH"'fj^aUj,..,^Ji^9Ji .^Srtj^s.pfrijf 
^Oagc ifUp.Ki jWfliM*ic^ gf iitjA^gld ffsize ^js.nnr 
prepared, m{c wft Jop^; tp':t?ayfr.|l^e:dppr c«ef»iify 
ihjutvagainit^.us. :•.,.:.-; 

*^- W^l you^pUffie !^ rj^lfc jn.? ' ^y maftcr. is lex^ 
tremely ^vfefjki and,, jf y^u l^ad i|^'d;>^ lit4^ .IpiMserj 
jfou would hardly have founfiilMHMl^ve. 



|ft6 T^ SkM Man's Departure. 

Tbetfpb. We cnne to chat ends and I pray God i 
fnay find htm in a conditioD to be difcouried with. 

Serv. His underftanding is found and well, fai 
his fjpirits fink apace, fo that it is but Uctle yoo a 
expc^ hitn to fay. 

Tbtopb. AncbitbaneSy we are come now as we piD 
oiifed. Pra^^bbw arc yoa to-day ? 

Ancbitb. Weak,, very weak. 

Erfeb. God bechankcd, you are yet alive; andftt 
to be happy, I trofl;, eich^ in this, or the other wodi 

Ancbitb. As it ftiall pleafe God. I am in hbhaad; 
and 'h<^ orders all things, and knows wbiu: is bcftfcr 
ine : and whatfoever he fhall determine concenaBf 
tae, I fliall think beft. 

Tim&tb. Yoii judge, and fpeak, as .becoirtc s a goo^ 
Chriftian. What Almighty God does^ bdi^ ahnfs 
the effedl of infinite Wifdogi and Go6dne(s» is alvqi 
beft. And it is thfcrdbre by mtx:h a prudenter id 
faitt courfe, to give ourfelves up to his difpolal, dn 
to chufe for ourWves; whatever thecafe be. 

A^ubiib. lam abuhdandy fatisfied it is: andtb 
makes me very eafy. And, I thiink God, I do loiil 
heartily fay for myfelf, as EKdtd^ upon ^ammel^s faerr 
mefia^ to him ; (/) // is tbe iMd: ktJbemdewiii 
fecmHb im gotid. * I am coming,' O my God : prepare 
<ne, I befeech thee^ for the everlilfting ajj oy menr of! 
thee ; thiit I may Kve With thee for ever, -and txmSR 
found focch thy praiies. * ' - - 

Pbilog. I truft in God you will. * 

Ancbitb. I would gladly take leslVe of my fiuna;. 
and feave fome parting advice with dtcAi, befocei 
am taken from theni^ and/ to that end, have fo 
for them in. But 1 find I muft reft awhile, laiffi 
much fpent with ihat little I have how Ikid. ; 

Tbeopb. Very well moved ! this being a time } 
filch advice is like to mal^ the deepeft imprtffit 
upon them, and may, not improbably^ be of efd 
bfting advantage to them. 

(/) I Sam* ill. i9. 



- Mufih. It is commooly obferved^ that the words of. 
^ying perions have a particular regard paid to cheiDs 
atK>ye any thing they had faid at other umes. 

^bwpb. And there are divers reafons for it. For if 
a man be ever ierious^ and in earneft^ he will be fo 
ilwn I and if thofe he fpeaks to are ever difpofcd to 
hf^arken t0| and remember what be fays* this is the 
tifnCf when they are jufl: parting, and can hope^^for 
.no farther communication with him} when they are 
^delirous of fomething to remember him by, and of 
|foi||etbiDg wherein to (hew their refpeft to his me- 
.taory % when his words are a fort of legacies to thofe 
^tbas hear them, and they think them^lves oblig'd, 
accordingly, prefently to refolve to fuIBl the wilt of 
the dead i and the fenfe they then have, above other 
; tiroes, o^ their own mortality, makes them ferious 
«Qd fiocere in their refulutions* 
' Ei^b. For thcfe reafons I cannot wholly diflike 
Att€bitbaiui% defign : but I thipk, however, he would . 
'do well to have a regard to his own want of ftreogth, . 
and be s^ (hort as he can. 

Tkeapb. That would be advifeable } that he preju- 
dice fioc himfelf by too much fpeakmg : for I find he 
' ia Vf ry weak. 

\ A»€bitb. In truth I am fo i and will therefore fol- 
low your advice. 

To bis wife. • You fee, my dearcft wife, in what a 

< condttk>n I lie here, looking continually to be ta- 

< kei^ from thee, my loving and dear companion ^ and 

< I uuft in God, it is in order to a better ftate, a 

* (latq of incomparable blifs, and eternal happinefs« 
« Wherefore I beg of thee, not to be grieved uron my 

* ^KX^ount. I hav? run my race, have finirfied my 
« years allotted me upon earth } and do willingly quit 
^this life, in obedience to the Divine Will, and in 
« hope (rf thofe ineftimable rewards, which are pro- 

* mis'd by the Gofpel to all who duly labour after 
« them. Neither be thou too folicitous for thyfelf^ and 

* our dear children % for thou knoweft very well, that 

A a ! Almighty 



32a . ^be Sick Mans Departure^ 

^ Almighty God has promisM co take a pardcotar €« 

* of (d) the fatberlefs and widow^ and cboa needeft not 
^ doubt but he will make good his word to thee, if 

* thou ftcdfaftly puttcft thy truft in htm. There ii 
' nothing, I find. To hard for me to part with, aswkii 

* thee, my dear, dear wife ; however, finoe it is Goift 

* Will, I willingly leave thee. But yet 1 do it widii 

< firm perfuafion, that thou wilt fo proceed Co oidff 

* thy life in the fear of God, that we may meet 

* again, and be infinitely happy in the other worid 

* for evermore. Thou haft been a very kind and knr- 
c ing wife to me, and I have endeavoured actio be 

* wanting in return of afiedlion to diee. But if I have 

< faii'd in my duty, I heartily beg pardon for it. Tike 
'care of thyfelf, that thou fet the Lord always be- 

* fore thee, and walk always as in his fight, and at r^ 

* membring the account thou muft give to him at the 
^ laft day. Take care of my children, to inftruA tfaeo 
' in their duty, and co prefs them to obferve it. Bet 
^ kind miftrefs to thy fervants i and fet thyfelf, bod 

* to the children and thecp, a pattern of good works; 
^ that fo thou mayeft have obedient children, and 

< faithful and orderly fervants ; mayeft be belov'd of 

< God, and all good Chriftians ; and that, thro* die 

* mercy of God, and our blefled Saviour*s merits and 
^ mediation, we may- hsLve a joyful meeting in a happy 

* eternity. 

To his children. * God Almighty blcfs you all, my 

* dear children, and make you his faithful and obe- 

< dient fervants. Remember the advice of your dy- 

< ing father; obferve it now, and keep it in mind 

< when I am gone. Be fure to ferve and pleafe God ; 

* get yourfclvcs well inftrufted in your religioii. 
^ And as you are happily members of the bell confti- 

* tuted church now in the world, be fure to contintie 
^always fo, believing its doArines, and following iQ 
^ direftions. See that ye ftedfaftly retain the fiudi 

* caught in it from the Holy Scriptura6) and embraced 

W P&l. ciJvi. 9. ' 

* and 
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• and maintained through all the firft and pureft agej 

• t>f Chriftianity ; and let your praiftice always be 

• accordingly. Remember God always fees you, and 

• do nothing that you would not have him privy to, 
•- or which you fhall wifh you had not done, whea 
^ ye fhall come at the laft day to' giVe tip yotir ac-^ 

• counts to him ; nor to leave undone, what you (hall 

• then wi(h you had performed. Be fihiddful of your 
^ duty to him, and he will be mindftil of you, will 

• take yoti into his proteftion, and will be sin infinitely 

• better Father to you, than I could ever be. Fear 

• him i love him ; honour him j fervc him ; never oniic 
I • your prayers to him ; praife him for all his benefits } 
: * and in all things fiudy to approve yourfelves to 

• him. Be conftant in reading the holy fcriptures $ 
f • and obferve well what you read, to treafurc it up 
I ^ in your minds, and pradife it in your lives. Avoid 
I * idlenefs, and. bad company ; and always aflbciate 
I * yourfelves with thofe that are good. Put your trUlt 
I * always in God *, and undertake nothing of any mo- 
i * ment, without firft begging his blefiing upon it. Be 
I * fure never to fwear in your converfation ; nor to tell 
I ** lyes, upon whatever account. Be dutiful and loving 
i * to your kind and tender mother. Pray for her. Ho- 
\ • nour her for God's fake, who has required it of you ; 
I • for my fake, who am now leaving y©u j and for your 
I • own fake, that flic may not be forced at the laft 

* great day, to appear as a witnefs againft you, and 
t • acCufe you of difobcdience ; and that God may blefs 
I ^ you with a long and happy life upon earth, and 
I ** with eternal blifs and felicity in heaven. And when 

* ye come into the world, be juft and honeft in all 
^ your dealings; courteous and obliging to all ; help^ 

I * ful and charitable to all that need it; refpeftful to 

** your fuperiors ; and thankful for any kindncffcs 

I ^ that are done you. Shun all excefs in mc'a|: and 

i • drink, efpecially in the latter. Moderate your paf- 

* fions ; forgive injuries ; love yourenemics ; and do to 

I ^ all, PS ye would they fliould do to you. Confider 

A a 2 * it 
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* it is but a little time you have to live here, ad 
« let it therefore be your daily care 10 provide for t 

* better and more lalliog date. Be g^>od, aod do 
^ your duty« in al4 refpeAs -, and then God will love, 

< and as I faid before, will be the beit of fathers to 
*. you. 

To bis fervants. • The time of my departure Ix- 
^ ing now at hand, I fent for you« co Cake my leave 

* of you, and to give you my parctng advice, in hope 

* you will attend co it, and remejnber and pra^ifek. 
« I thank you for the good lervices ye have done mc 
« And I now defire, that fo long aa any of you tany 

< here, ye will behave yourfelves in the fame mannrr 

* towards your miftrefs. Be faithful and diligent 10 
« your lervice. {e) Ob^ ber^ as the Apoftle reqiiiits, 
« fwt witb eye-fervice, as menpkafors^ bui in^finglaie^ij 

* beart^ fearing Cod. And wbalfoever ye do for her, ^ 

< // beariify^ as your Duty to the Lord^ and moi Uihtt 

< only I knowitig ih^% kit io doings ycJbaUr€cmxrftbi 
« Lord the rewardofyoQr labours, ibe inberiiamce of the 

* fohsof God; /<?rinthis;f^)irv</i«L^</G6rjtf. Flet 

< all ftubbornnefs, anfwering again, lyes, pilferiogr 
^ waftefulnefs^ idlenefs, negligence, breach of cruft^ 
^ druhkennefs, fornication, vain oaths, bad company, 

< or whatever is unbecoming the profefllon of Chrifti- 

* anity. Live always as in the Hght of God ^ lei bim 

* be your fear ^ and let bim be your dreads and be fure, 
^ above all things, never knowingly to offend hioi, 

* that he may recompenie you in part here, and more 

* abundantly hereafter,* I am very faint^ 

Tbeopb, No wonder; for you have fpoke beyond 
your flrength, 

Ancbitb. I find I have. And yet I muft proceed, to 
thank you all, my good friends, for all your kiodnefi 
to me ; for which I beseech Almighty God to reward 
you plentifully 5 and Tbeodorus xoo^ co whom pray give 
my parting thanks. I can fay no more. I am going. 
1 pray God blefs us all, and grant us a happy meeting 

('} Col.Jii. aa, 2h M* 

in 
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in- Heaven. And fo, deareft wife, and all here prefenr^ 
ttdieu. Pray to God for nne, when 1 can no longed 
pray for myfelf. 

Timolb. He feems to be going to fleep. 
Theopb. He is quite fpcnt, and has need of reft j 
the Lord grant him it. 

Eufeb, And when he (hall be taken hence, the Lord 
grant him eternal reft. 
Allpf ihem. Amen. 

Theopb. What a happinefs ic is to die in the fear of 
Ood, and as becomes a good Chriftian ! Let us re«* 
member, and never forget it, that death is, in this 
cafe, a deliverance from all our cares and troubles*, 
fears and difqui^etudes, loiTesand difappointments, froni 
all pain and /icknefs, and from all fin and wickednefs'; 
and a jtranflation into the utoiofl happinefs we are 
capable of enjoying, the prefence and fruition of God, 
the fociety of our bleflfed Saviour, of the bltflfed angels, 
smd ihe faints of all ages, and all thofe unconceivable 
rewards, which are promifed in the Gofpel to fuch 
as believe in Chrift, and fcrve and obey him. 

* Eufeh, This is a happinefs indeed ! and in this hap- 
py (late we may juftty expe<5( our good friend will be 
in a very little time, through the merits and medi- 
ation of Chrift. 

Timotb. And what a comfort muft it be to his dear- 
eft friends, that he (hall be gone only into that place 
of glory, whither we all defire and hope to come in 
God*s due time! 

Philog. (/) Rigbt dear in thefigbt of the Lord is the 
death of bis faints^ fays the royal pfalmift. And it is 
well faid by the author of the book of Wifdom^ to the 
fame purpofe : (^) The fouls of the righteous are in the 
hand of God^ and there Jhall no torment touch them. In 
the fight of the unwife they feemed fo die •, and their de- 
parturt was taken for mifery \ and their going from us to 
be utter deJlruSiion : but they are in peace. For though 
they bepuniflfd in thefigbt of men \ yet is their hope full 

(/) Pfal cxvi. 15. (f) Wifd. iii. 1, He. 
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if immorialify. And having b$€n a Bale cbaflifedj thq 
Jball begreaily rewarded: for Godprov^ tbem-^ and f mm 
tUm warily for bimfelf. As gold in fbe furnace balb h 
irfed tbem^ and received them as a bumi-offerh^, AsA 
again, (b) The righteous live far evfrmare^ fheir rea&i 
e(fo is ivifb the l^crdt and the fere of them is %vith tbe M^ 
Jligb. Therefore fiall they receive a glorious kingdom^ ed 
a beautiful crown, frorn the Lord's band \ for ^vilbbisr^ii' 
pand Jhall be fover thm^ and with bis arm fi^eH ^ 
frote^ them, 

Tbeoph. Peath is a dark pafiage, but which brings fs 
(he land oif light ^nd glory ^ a qighc that ends ia 
eternal day i ^ deliverance from all evil, and the onlj 
{Entrance into cvrrjafting happipefs. I truft i% will bt 
(o to good 4ncbithanes\ and \ befeech Almighty Gd 
\t may ^ and to all of us, when our time fhal) oofoe. 
. Eufeb. Go.d grant it to himi and a)l of u$. 
Timotb. Amen, Amen. 

Tbeoph. Let us therefore prepare ouHelves fork, 
being jle^afi (znd unmoveable ^ always abounding tM At 
work of the Lord\ for af much as we knoxVf tbai oer^ 
pourfhall ncf be in vain in the Lord. 

Philog. This it highly concerns us all to be^ and I 
hope we (hall none of us negledt it, (ince we know of 
Vih^t dreadful cpnfe$juence fqch negleQ will ccrtaioly 
prove, 

Timctb. He begins to ftir : fee if he be pot ^wake. 
Tbeoph. How do you find yourfelf now, AncbitbA* 
nes? J^c makes po t^qfwcrj and, by his looks, I qurf 
fion whether he will ever awake more in this world, 
Fpr he feems to me to be in the agony of death, 
jPray, Philogeiton^ wjll you be fo kind as fo ftep for Tkb- 
(loruSf and oeg of him to copie, with all the (peed k 
can, to f\n\{h his kind offices for this gopd man, by 
praying for him now at his departure ? 

Pbilog. I go, Sjr \ and will iiiake all the hafte I cao. 

Timoth, Hold, neighbour J you need not give your- 

liejf the trouble; for TbeoJorus is coming up the Ihin. 

(h) Wifd. V. 15, 16. 

srw, 
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The^* ^rsLfYio\9dQes/indnlba9esf I fuppofe draw* 
sng to his latter «ad^ 

JEtffii. He i$ fo very near it, that mc were jud fend- 
ing to intreac your affi (lance, that you would pLeaie 
to pray for him once more. And it is the laft trou- 
JbJe he 4a like to give you, tiJl you come to place him 
i A Jbis hxg home. 

Tbeod. If you pleafe then, we will begin. 

Tbtopb. He feems to be jufl: at the point of .death ^ 
to that you will hardly have tipiie for more than the 
recommendatory collet. 

Tbeod. If yw think (b^ I will ufe thac 

Tltf Recoflimendatory Colleid):. 

yi AJmigbtyCody wiibwiom do Jive the fptrits of ji^ 
^^ mmmaJe perfeB^ afur ibty are delivered from their 
earthfy prifons ^ we humbfy conmend the foul of this thy 
fervMi^ owr dear brother^ into thy bands^ as into the hands 
tf a faithful Creator^ and mofi merciful Saviour i mofihum^ 
ify hefeecbing thee^ that it may be precious in thy fight.- 
Wefii it^ we pray thee^ in the blood of that immaculate 
Lmb^ that wasflain to take away the fins of the worlds 
that wbaSfoever defilements it may have ccntra3ed in the 
midft of this miferable and naughty world, thro* the lufts ^ 
thefUfo^ Of the wiles of Satan^ being purged and done away^ 
it may beprefentedpure, and wit bout fpot^ before thee. And 
teach us, who furvive, in this, and other like daily fpec- 
Sacks of marsatity. So fee how frail and uncertain our own 
condition is ; andfo to number our days, that we mayferim 
oufiy i^fpfy our hearls So that bofy and heavenly wifdom^ 
fobilft W0 live bere^ which may in the end bring us to Uf 
everlafting, tbroitgb she merits of Jefus Cbrift thine onl^^ 
Son our Lord. Amen. 

Estfeb. Almighty God foems to have heard our pray^ 
ers, and taken him to himfelf. 
"Xbeod. Is he quite dead ? 
Tmofbt. Ycs^ Sir, he is. 
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^heod. He is deKirered cut c^ a inirerablc* «raiAfe 
fome world ; and^ I doubc not, is in haj^n^. AM 
I pray God prepare us all to follow bitn, ch« i> >cu €» 
time fhall come, we may die as <)i|iet)y and cfariKai^ 
as he has done, and be for ever happy, as I tnlft teii 

Tbiopb, May we lay this inftanceof our ^movctiicy* 
hearCt and ftudy to make a good impmv eme at ef «. 

^feb. That (b we tfiay die iie4eMJfb tf fJke 
and oar lafi end may h like bis. 

Tbeod. I will follow the poor affifted _ 
man, and try to comfort her under thb her fyd loft; 
which 1 fear lies heavy upon her, ootificlertog kof 
loving and tender a hufband (he has parted with. 

Tbeofb. Be pleafed to a^fe hcr« we ^re al} pr? 
takers in her afili^ion; and do befcech Almighcf 
tjod to fupport her under it, and to (tLmBiWf it«> in 

Eufeb. Wc-can do no fervjce, I hidievc, by Aayidg. 

^imth. And 1 Ihall be wanted ^^otne. 
' ^becpb. Therefore wfc had beft be'goh^, 

Pbilog. |f you pleaie, 

Tbeopb. Who would have thought b^t tiH«e w«b 
fmce, that our good friend fhou Id have beeD'Hakeafron 
vs by this tinoe ? But fo it has pleafed Ged, vrbo doa 
pothin^ but with the greateft wtidom and €fe}ulrf, aad 
whofe Will therefore is always bcft, 

Pbihg. This (hews how Httie dependence there is 
ippon this nfp, even when in our perfcAei^ health mi 
greateft ftrengch. 

ftmtb. Wc fee, by this inftance, bow eafily the meft 
(/) athletic confticution is overcome by fickti^; and 
char, were we not liable tomulcitude^ of outward ttnfoie* 
fisen acpid^nts, bcf^dcs many jn ward latent di|fcemperS| 
aach of which may eafily difpatch us, were we oot \iAk 
Xo chefe quicker mean$ of fencing us out 6f the work^ 
yet could vye have po fecurity pf our lives* when wc 
1^ OfiW^ady to-Bc lain |n the aarth, who, not many 
(lays fince, was, to all appearance, as ftrong and healthy, 

(i) Qais eft cam ftultot (quamvis fit adoleftens) ci^i ^t expbns 
IpPi fc ad vefperi^])) ci^'c vidgr^iD } Cif . di Sfaga. 

¥4 
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ias« God; gnmt we nury ail anke a f;ood weitf k» 

S^vu my way Hes here. 

^Pbihg^ And mine too. So tbtt we timft 4Mtfk beg 

yonrtddafe, that we dotiot wait upon 70a faitkcr* 
iTtN^. I heartHy with yoa a good n^t^ neigh^ 

'txrars ; and thank yoo for your gi^ company JiidKr. 
jEag^. A g<iod night to you b^h» after tha menm<- 

fu\ providmfice. God fend oa a happy meetiBg^ whcs^ 

pleach IhaU be no more. 

Tbggpk J)wh indeed weie a very mdaachdick 

licene^ dkl it pot an end to our han%. But k is dM^ 

I great benefit of Chriftianicy, and the good man finds 

It a . flugu^r defence a^nft the fear ^si death, that 

\^k) l^$afidmm^ali^iskrotigbitoUgbfJ9^ie€€^ 
Eufih. it is now more evident and iodiipucable than 

I it was before. But the world had a nodon of it tie<» 
ibre^ the 7^W were^taoghtit, and the Gntfifri bad 
^m expectation of a fiotore ftate* 

^ktafh. The Je^$^ it it trub^ w«re tanght to ez« 

I ped another life after this \ as kis plain from die laft 

wonk of Ecil^fi^s : (/) La us hear the cvmbifian 0/ 

tie wbcle matter : Fear G^d^ ^ndieep bis enmatidmenis^ 

cyiMf? ta nf g /^ ^*w i^ ^^ wbck vfitmu^ or efvery 

mM\ or, as the Cbaidee paraphraft renders it, Tiit 

emgbi to he every nuafsvsoff \ to the (ame parpofe with 

cor EngHfij tranflation, *tbis is the whole Jsttj of mm. 

for Godjhall bring every work to jttdgmenty with every 

fecrH things wbetbpr itbegood^ or whether it be evih As 

Jikewife from feveral pai&ges in the book of {m^JFif" 

dom^ and {n) the fon of Sirach^ and from the. relation 

of the mother and her feven children, in the ftory of 

the {p) Maccabees^ vAo were toruired^ np$ acc^tn^ de^ 

Jiverancfy that they might obtain the better refurreSion. 

And the Gentiks too had ibme notions of another 

life, and of its rewards and popifhments ; as appears, 

(k) a Tim. i. lo. (/) EccW. xii. 13, 14. (jir) Wiffl. Hi. i, ^i. 
foul f. 15* f 6- (ff) Ecclm^ii. ip. imdvA*^* \o*andj&» ro. 
U) ) Wacc. Tit. i*p-3§t 

not 
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not only from the fiaions of the poets, aoccmiinocfafef 
to the more ufual opinion in this refpeft ^ butftoa 
divers fayings of their graver and more ferioHs pk 
lofophers, {p) Socrates^ (j) Caio, (r) Tulfy^ (s) mf 
otthers. Yet all the intimation, not only thefe^ te 
the JiW alio, had of a fiiture ftate, were obfeore ari 
uafatisfiidory, in comparifon of the far diaurcr ttsm^ 
lations of the Gofpel in this refpeft. So thac^ faowcMr 
any, before our Saviour's incarnadon, might be mq^ 
ed to fufped, left their fouls fliould live no loua; 
when once the body is dead i tbofe Chriftiana moft h 
wHfuUy blind, that (ball fufier themfidves now iaik 
Jeaft to doubt of it. - * - 

: Eiifei. This is undeniably manifeft, Irom oar Sin- 
our's life, and fufferingi. and death ; whidi had i 
been ufelefs, and to no purpofe, if there were to bem 
other life after this. 

. tbeopb. True. He came to redeem us from t» 
nal torments, and to purchafe for us eternal ^ 
And tbcrefore, fays St. Jobn^ (/) This is the nari 
ibatbebatbgivmtousHenudUfe\ and this Sfe is ink 
ScH. . He that bath the San^ baib Ufe^ and beibaihd 
not the Son of God, batbnot life. 

Eufeb. This is moreover indij^utably evident finuB 
thofe words of our Saviour, which are the conclufioii 
of the account he gives us of the iaft judgmeati 
(m) Tbefefiallgo awoy into everJafting funijbmau \ H 
tbe righteous into life eternal 

Eufeb. There are alfo divers other moft exprcfr (fc 
clararions to this purpofe in the New Teftament. 

Tbeopb. Yes, a great many. Onr blefled Savkw 
promifes, that they (x) wbo bave fmrfaken boufes^ 
brethren, or Jifiers^ or father, or mother, or wife, et 

(^) Plat. Socrat. Apol. c. 21, ?2. & Ph«l. c. 7. » 14, ». 
Clc. de Amicita. (f ) Cic* dc Sencd. (r) Ibid. (/) 1% 
Lacri. in Vic. Thalctis, Cic. de Amic. Clem. Alex. Stnm. 
h I. p. 303. & 1. 5. p. 548. Ladant. Inftit. L 7. c 7. 
]^acroo«. Somn. Scip. 1. 2. c. 13. Porphyrii Sentent. (/) i jcif 
fs 11^ |2. {u) Mat;h. sp^v. 4^i (x) jQilattb. xiz. 29. 
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children^ or lands, far bis nam^s fake, Jbatt receive an 
t>undr€d:foldy and Jball inherit (roertafiing Ufe. As be 
bad, but a little before» in the fame chapter^ given thb 
advice to the young man, who came to him for di^ 
re6tipn in order tb^lvation j (jr) J^sbou wiU enter into 
life^ keep tbe commandments. And that this life was 
'^ch as was to endure for evermore, appears from the 
queftion put, to the verfc immediately foregoing; 
(2:) Good majter^ what good thing fi>aU I do, that I may 
jbave eternal life ? For tho* our Saviour mentions only 
life in general, yet his anfwer being given in relation 
' CO the preceding question, the |ife here fpoken of mufl: 
be rhjc fame in both verfes s ^nd by confequence thi 
I latter, as well as the former, muft mean eternal life. 
' Confonandy whereto,St. Pi?«/,fpeakingof our Saviour's 
' 'Cpoiin^ to ludge the world, exprefles himfelf in this 
manner : (a) The Lord himfelf fbattdefcend from JJeaven^ 
* wtb a fhota, with the voice of the af^el, and with 
f the trump of God j and th dead in Cbrijlfiall rife frft .•' 
then we which are alive, and remain, Jball be caught up 
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the 
fiir ; and fo Jball we, not for a little time, or a fet 
]number of years, but £^£1!^ be with the Lord. 
^ ^nd Sr. . Petfr, exhorting the elders^ whether bifhops 
' pr prcftyters, nttfully to feed the Jlock tf Chrijl, cn^ 
> iForces his exhortation with this encouraging profpeA ; 
namely, that (h) When tbe chief Shepherd Jball ap- 
pear, ye Jball receive a crown of glory^ that fddeth 
not awaj\ and which muft therefore laft forever and 
ever. And many other places there arc to the fame ef- 
fcft in the New Teftament, which I forbear to rccitel 
I Eufeb. You need not \ for thefe are fo clear and full 

to the purpofe, that nothing can be more. 

fbeopb. But this is not all our happinefs ; but our 

jbodies (hall alfo be raifed again at the end of the; world, 

^nd reunited to their former fouls, that fo the whole 

plan may glorify God, and be for ever happy with him. 

(0 Matth. ti%. 17. («) Vcr. 16. {a) 1 thcf. !?• 16, 17. 
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Bj4tk. St. ?atA <ilclivcr$ i^ \m only a$ a 
but as a known and undoubted truth, C^) Wi 
fays he, that if mr eartkfy hiufi of this taherntuU 
Affohtit we have atuil^f^ of God^ an bouje not 
stfiib bands^ eternal in tbf Heavens. 

Tbe»fb, And at another time he declares k to 
tlic hope and cxpc&atiori, and the great cnco — 
pKnt, of Chriftians, to have their bodies not only 
'bat refined and purifiedl, that they' may be fie re ^ 
clcs for glorified fouls. U) We look for the Sampnr^ ^ 
Lord Jyus Chrifi : who fiaU change our vile boif^ m{ 
mccf he f^ioned like - unto bis glorious be^dfy hf 
mighty ffosxKr^ it^berely T^e is able to fubdue dU '"" 
wnto bimfelf 

Eufeh. How comfortable is thisi 

fheofb. A' OHgixty comfort (xxx»v\f f to thiokJ 
iKac tho* we 6^v^ jind have our bodies (a^ la the gratq 
they Hiall inot alwiys remain ther^ i .but we iball bfi 
{e) Mhe^Sfid in our fouls» and have our (/) bodks 
fafliioned Jike our ble(fe4 Saviour's giciri^ed bod;}, 
and fo Ihall be Infinitely mere hapjpyp ^an we can 
j>refent exprefs or ooncdve* 

EufehJ^ God .grant it to you acid me. 

Jl^eoph. So 1 pray too. But yet never doubt it, if , 
vre be but qualiflfd for fo great and ineQiimabieabkr- 
fednefs. And let this therefore be our contiaual care, 
to spork out ourfahation with fear and trembUt^ \ t» 
lof f^ to ourfelves ireafures in maveny and to pafs tk 
time of our fojoftrning here, in all holy ctneoerfoM 
and godlinefs^ that lo we may not only eafily and 
readily leave -this -life^ whenever we ihall be called not 
rbf /it, but dying in the faith and fear of God, neay have 
an entrance ndi^^ed unto us abundantly^ inla the 
kingdom of our iJird and Saviour Jefus CSbrsfi. 

JEufeb. Amen. 

Theoph. (g) And the very God ef peau fanQify n 
wholly : and^ Jprojf God. cur whole ^it^ andfauly and 

(>r) 2 Cor. V. I. U) PhiU iii. to, 21. (#} 1 Jobs iii. J* 
i/):fM. iii, 21.' ^^) iTheff. v. 23.' . 
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tody^ be freferved ilamlefs, unto the coming of out 
Lord Jefus Cbrift. 

^feb. Amen. 

^betfph. Wc have now done all the fervicc we can 
to our good neighbour, now with God ; unlefs it be ta 
attend his body to the grave : and, I prefume, you will 
not fail of doing that lad office for hinn. 

Euftb. God willing, I fhall be there. 

^beopb. Though we are forbid to {b)firrow as men 
wilboui bopiy for tbem ibatfieep in Chrift ; yet a de- 
cent regard to the remains of our deceafed friends is^ 
what has been always thought requifite. (r) Mcm^ 
faith Solomon^ gotib to bis long bome^ and the mourners 
go about tbe ftreets. And I would not be wanting to 
pay this laft refpe6l to our good neighbour; andtojoin 
with the congregation, in giving thanks^ for tbat it 
batb f leafed God to deliver tbis our brotber out of tbe 
mijeries of tbis Jinful world ; and btfeednng tbat^ of bis 
gracious goodnefs^ it mttf pleafe bimfbortfy to acconnpUfb 
tbe number of his eleS^ and to baflen bis kingdom ; thai 
f/oCy witb all tbofe wbo are departed in tbe true fait b of 
bis bofy name J may bave our perfeEl confummation aid 
blifsy botb in body and fouU in bis eternal and everlaft- 
ing glory y tbrougb Jefus Cbrift our Lord. 

Tbeopb. And may the Almighty vouchfafe to hear 
you, and all of us ; and to grant, that we may meet 
with good Ancbitbanes in the kingdom of Heaven, and 
be for ever happy with him, through the fame our 
Lord Jefus Chrift. 

Eufeb. Amen. 

Tbeopb. I heartily thank you, Eufebiusy for your 
good company \ and I wifli you a good night. 

Eufeb. I humbly thank you, Tbeopbilus^ for the be- 
nefit 1 have had by your converfation -, and I wifh 
you alfo a good night. 

W I Thef. i?. 13. (1) Ecclef. xii. 5. 

rte Endoftbelafi VISIT. 
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USEFUL at all TIMES, 

But more efpecally in the Time of 

SICKNESS: 

Whereby to pcdte to the more 

Diligent Preparation for D E A T H. 

Commitfii with your tnvn heart in your cbamheTf andh 
fiUL Pfal. iv.4. 

Meditado fiquidem pane Scientiam : Scientia Com* 
punftionem i Compundtio Devodonem : Devodo 
perficic Orationem. 

B. AngHfl' de Sfiritu^ Anima^ $. $o: 
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SOME SHORT 

MED STATIONS, ^c. 



rHERE is nothing in the ward of God^ none of Ao 
revelaiians be bos tbongbt fit to make mankind^ 
that does not wM deferve ench one^s freqmu cosffider^ 
estion. And tbereforeit were eafy to fnmib on$ a large 
catalogue if farticnlars^ as feme baoe iem^ net onfy 
for every month j or we^y hat for e^ffty day in the 
year. But^ not being willing tp hurdm the fUk man 
tenth too great a mmber of fitbfe^ for Us feriam 
thought Sy at a feafon when bis facuUies^ pV^baps^ are 
much impaired^ or^ at leajij fo taiev ^ toitb hie 
ficknefsy that be can think on littk elfe for mff ^me 
togetber^ I have therffore chofen to mention only m 
fewy leaving him either toinlarge Upon them in his meds* 
tationsy or to add to tbem^ ff he find himfelf aUe^ emi 
Jballfee occafionfor it. 



- ^'^^^^m^m^m'^ 



I. 

On the Vanity^ Jnfufficiencyp affd Tranfitmnefs 
oj all Earthly Eigjoyments. 

JEafily ice, that thofe tetpporal enjoytpents are grqi^ 
bJelfings, when all thiDgs' elfc concur to prqmpte 
our welfare, and we.ai)6 noiQdful co make fucb ufe qf 
then, as that they may not obftrud, but help fprwardt 
our jcternal falvacion ; when Qod gives them in mercy, 
and the poflcifor uies them with caution, gratitude, 

B b and 
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and charity,^ to the Donor's glory, and the fopfdy 
his own and others neceflities ; Dot in luxury orcxcn 
vagance. to gratify his own lufts^ or opprefi h 
meaner neighbours ; and whilft be fufiers not tbeknl 
of them to make him in any wife r^ardle(s of h 
duty at prcfen^ or of another life hereafter : wise 
if they at any time do, they are (ore JudgmeflS 
and to be looked upon as fuch, and there is no csi 
to rejoice in the attainment, or other pofleflion, o 
them. In this cafe it may be faid of them, as of t&t 
ftrange woman in the (a) Proverbs^ Tbcf b^n^ca^itti^ 
many wounded : yea^ manyftroffg men have keen Jau ij^ 
them. Their boufe^ the pl^ce where they are to he hisii 
is the wojf to bell J going dawn to the ebamkers of deati. , 

But, fetting afide this mod, weighty confidcrariaB^ 
and looking upon t^em only a^ they are iq themfelfcs^ 
and with regard only to this prefen^ life, and th 
cpmveniencies of it, they by no means deferve to b 
made the chief end of any ma,n's ftudies and endoi 
?ours; but.efpecially not of a Chriftian's, wbob4 
infinitely more defirable rewards offered him, if bM 
will but. be perfuaded diligently to feek ^fter thm | 
Such zii one (hould never fu|&r himfelf to fet ha 
affections upon what perhaps he has no peed Qf, oTi f 
may be, wiUferve but to mcreafc; his c^res, 

For, alas ! all the privileges and pofiieflions of thtf 
world are, even in their mod gaudy appearaoco, 
and with their greaceft advanugcs, but, as (i) Bf- 
parcbus the Pytbagorean pronounces concerning them, 
i^oilot 7^ aScCtt^ia, fadins and unliable, trai^fitory ami 
Very uncertain. f*or, fuppo{ing a man not to mifcarry 
in his purfuit after them, as thoufands condnaaUf 
do, but to fucceed in his attempts, and obtain bis fill 
of all that he can defire *, yec^ after all, iris daily feeoi 
|hat thofe whp are mo(^ fortunate in this refpcd, do 
not always enjoy themfelves moft. Let; them haw 
prer fo large a portion of wealth, hbnour, or power, 

{f) Prov. ?ii. «6, 27. {b) Galci Fragm. Pytbag. p, 12. 
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they do not deep the better for it, but perhaps the 
worfe ; nor are their , bodies the lefs obnoxious to 
difeaie9, but, k may be,. the more} nor their minds 
ffe^r from troubles and vexations. 

Or, did ever fo great faiisfadion arife from thefe 
temporal good things, yet mpft this neceflarily be of 
Ihorc duration ; at moft but for this unceruin life, 
poflibly but for. a very little part of it. {c) He 
chat to*day ftruts in his gorgeous attire, looks . 
big, lives high, and glories moft in bis peculiar hap- 
pinefs above his neighbours, knows not yet to what 
an ebb the morrow may reduce him,, and how much 
nu>re miferable he may come to be, than thofe whom 
he moft defpifes. How many have I myfeif known, 
and how many more have I heard or read of, who . 
have been fuddenly cut off in the midft of their mirth 
and jollity, and, when deiigning to inlarge their 
treafuries, and to folace themlelves with the beloved . 
fruits of their labours, have been unexpededly 
ftripped of their deareft enjoyments, being prefently . 
impoverilhed by fire, by water, by. tempefls, by ^ 
lolles abroad, or by treachery at home, by their own 
imprudence, or ill management of their afiairs, or 
by a fecret curfe of God going along with what either 
* their anceftors, or themfelves, had unjuftly gotten! 
And have I not feen or heard of others, whom an 
in4irpoI]tion of body, or uneafinefs of mind \ a dif^ 
ordered underftanding, or a guilty confcience 1 the 
enmity of others, or their own ungovernable avarice 
or ambition; a luftful manner of life, or a certain 
peevifhnefs of temper, or fome other the like unhappy 
caufe, has made miferable in the midft of the greateft 
plenty ? Riches and fatbfadion do not always dwell 
together. But, had I ever fo copious an affluence of . 
the one, it were no impoflibility for me to want • 
the other; and fo to be ftill unhappy to a great 
degree. . 
(c) UAnrqaeTitaavidit,i|tqiieji&oi;difsStantem&cadentein. 
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Or, ag^in, if J could fuppofe myfetf, which h obt 
reaiboably to be fuppofed, could I fuppofe mylctft 
I fay, CO have all the (atisfa£lion I could defire ffom 
thefe worldly advantages, yet am I to remember, diac 
it is only in this world that I can hope for the ei^oy- 
tnent of them. When I^ucian fanpes, that {4) Mmppm 
jnuft £rfl: lay afide hi& ftaff and pouch, Charmolems fah 
beauty, Lampcbus his robes and diadem, Damafim \S^ 
crowns, Crato his dignities, the philofophcr his beafdr 
and the rhetorictan his eloquence, before £bmrik 
wroirid admit them into his boat, he does but ingdii- 
0uQy defcrtbe the wretched ftate of thofe ¥rho hafc 
isotfaing better than thefe fading enjoyments Co trvft 
to at their death *, inafmuch as whatever their poflcf* 
(ons be here, they muil be icire to leave them all be- 
hind them. TBey can {e) cany noting auny wiib ibm 
xvIku they die *, nHibirfiall tbeirymp follow tbem^ The 
greaieft prince, the mod honourable potentate^ fliall 
have no advantage in the other world above the 
meaoefl peafant \ but every on<f (hall there be rewarded 
according to bis >doings in this life^ not acoordiog to 
what he had pofiefied in it, He wiU then find htm- 
idf gripped of all he had mod valued Mmfeif upon 
here. JVnd, in the mean time, \t is eafy to obfenne, 
bow all bis earthly enjoyments are both uncertain and 
unfatisfadory, and fo can never make him truly hap- 
py ; and by confequence he mufl: have made a very 
dear bargain for himfelf, tho' he had (/) gamed ib$ 
wbtile worlds if at I aft iv b/e his immortal yj^tf/ by it. 

And if the. whole world, with ail its advantages, 
were too mean a price for a foul, how can 1 be lofhi- 
pidly in love with it, as to forfeit my foul, and ruin 
myfelf to all eternity, for fo inconfiderabk an inte* 
reft in it, as I can ever hope will fall to my fliare*? What 
an unaccountable folly and madnefe isehis ! And how 
can I poffibly find in my heart to eriflave myfeif to 
what muft by this means prove my inevitable dcftrac* 

(;J) €lar^& Merc, hitir Ifirnnrtmi Pialflgoa. <#) ftd, ifi^ 

17- (/) Matth. xv}.^6* 

Uoof 
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tion^^ Seeing, as (^)ScC£)^^0mjuftl;argues,this world 
is but a) a dream, and the greateft affluence of (he good 
things of it, but as a pleafant dream, who would fo 
little regard his own welfare, as irrecoverably to ruiti 
himfelf for it } If, for a pleafant dream of one night 
only, a man were, upon his awaking, to be immediately 
feized, and be violently tortured for an hundred years 
together, without intermifRon, or ceiTarion, who would 
ever deGre fuch a dream ? I add. What man in his 
fenfes would not heartily dread the leaft thought of it, 
and mod earneftly long and pray to be prefervcd from 
it ? Yet incomparably greater, as he proceeds, is the 
difiitrence betwixt the reality of a future eternal 
ftace^ and the (hort vain dream of this life ; betwixt 
the endlefs years of the other world, and the few tran- 
fitory days of this. Lefs, far lefs, is this life, in rela- 
tion to that which is eternal, than one hour's dream in 
refpeA of an hundred years awake; lefs than a fingle 
drop of water in rcfpcft of the whole fca. Forbear 
then, O my foul, to take up with tbcfcunfatisfaftory 
and perishing enjoyments, and let thy conftant endea- 
vours be' after thofc which are both better, and more 
lafting ; fuch as may make thee happier at prefent, 
wkh the hopes and expeflation of them, than thoa 
canft be by the fruition of whatever thou canft attain 
to here, and will be furc to make thee infinitely more fo 
for ever in the other life. Do but inform thyfclf 
aright of the vaft prejudice thou doft thyfclf by thy 
fondnefs for thefe fublunary advantages, and thou wile 
not dare to remain any longer enflaved to them. I will 
therefore beftir myfclf, before it be too late. I will 
prefer, and diligently purtue, my trued and moft lad- 
ing intereft, that fo I may be happy both here and here- 
after. I will conflder my latter end ; I will weigh 
witk oyyfelf the vamty of all temporal good things, 
will look upon myfclf as only a ftranger and pilgrim 
uftm earthy and ufe whatever I enjoy here, only a6 
die accomoip^^ions I meet with in my inn; wbUd 

^) Horn in! Fop. 20. 
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ttiy heart is fet upon my journey's end, my Heaven- 
ly Father's boufe, whither I am travelling, and chofe 
niorc tranfcendently valuable rewards, which are pre* 
par'd there for his true and faithful difcipks. I wfll 
reckon myfelf only as a fojourncr here below, and dw' 
I will not, with the antient {h)Encratiiesznd y^iaSkb, 
lenfdefly deprive myfelf of the ufe of what remponl 
bleffings God is pleas'd to beftow upon me ; I will not 
fuHtr myfelf to be brought inco iubjedion to them; 
nor fo place my afFeftions upon any of them, as not 
readily to part with them whenfoever they (hall be 
called for : and will endeavour to (0 make t^ wg^ 
fuch friends of this mammon of unrighuoujnefs^- as Am 
when I fail^ and am to continue to longer here, U^ 
maj receive me ifUo everlajling habitations. 

II. 

Cn the Relation we jland in to Almighty GoJf 
the Duty we owe him, and the Knowledge k 
hath of all our ASlions. 

AS I received my being from God, and have my 
^^ whole dependence upon him, I muft needs' be 
fen(ible» that all the duty I can poffibly pay htm, is no 
more, no more, did I fay ? it is incomparably le&, 
than what my relation to him, aud the bleflings I hafe 
rcceiv'd from him require of me. lean never be too 
careful to picafe him, tho' I be ever fo intent upon his 
fervice, and tho' I watch day and night with all the 
diligence poflible, that I be not any way drawn to 
offend him. He is our Lord and Creator; we are his 
creatures and fubjefls. He has abfolute foveretgoty 
and dominion over us ; and as we are accountable to 
him only for what we do, fo are we accountable to him 
for ALL we do; and mUft expeft, that he will moft 
certainly reward or puni(h us cvcrlaftingly, accord* 
ing as we either approve ourfelves to, or diibbey hiin. 

{b) Eufeb. Hift. Eccl. I.2.C. 17. Epiphan. HereC6i. B; 
"Aug. de H^refibut. (i) Luke zvi* 9. 

He 
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I^ {k) is our Lawgiver^ our Juigt^ and our ¥ing^ who 
a^lone has the righc to demand of me, and all mankind, 
^whatfoever (hall feem wellpleafing to him^ and we 
mud leave ourfelves without any excufe, if we do not 
indefatigably labour to anfwer our obligation. Think 
rhcrcforc, O my foul, what cxccflivc guilt muft I ne- 
ceiTariiy contract, and to what intolerable vengeance do 
I juftly expofe myfelf, by every ad of wilful difobe- 
dience \ \i it be a heinous crime to oiTend an earthly 
prince, of the fame mortal conftitutioa with myfelf; 
a .fellow-creature, who, tho' advanced far above me 
in tbe world, can no more fubfift of himfelf, than I; 
<:an ; who depends wholly, for both his being and 
J i^ell-ibeing, upon God's good Providence, as much as 
I ; and who (hall as certainly give up the ghoft and die, 
and be afterwards brought to judgment, as I (hall ; if 
ic be fuch a heinous crime to ofTeod fuch a prince, how 
much more heinous muft it be to offend the great and 
only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords 1 
I And how can I anfwer it to my own confcicnce, or 
what can I think will become of me, if 1 allow myfelf 
to do. it ? He will not fail to (/) render to every man ac^ 
€frding. to bis deeds : to them wbo^ by patient continuance in 
well-doings feek for glory ^ and honour ^ and immortality^ 
eternal life ; iut to them who are contentious, and oiey 
not tbe truth J but obey unrigbteoufnefs, indignation and 
wrath, tribulation and angui/b, upon every foul of man 
that doth evil. And, by confequencc, it is not only 
(bameful and highly miihecoming, to behave myfelf 
undutifully towards him \ but it is unconceivably dan- 
gerous, and the readieft way I can take to render 
niyiclt for ever mifcrable. It was not to gratify our 
unreafonabie lulls and paffions, and lead 'as fenfual 
lives as the brute beafts, which have no underftand- 
in i not to feck after prcfent peri(hing enjoyments, 
nor to ^end our days in carnal pleafures and delights, 
that we came into the world \ but to {m) work out our 
fahation with fear and trembling, to make provilion 
(i) Ifa.«xiii< jU. (/} Rom. ii. 6, 7, 8, 9* {m) Phil. ii. it. 
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ibr i fittwe ftuce^ aild prepare oarfelves, by a thAf 
Gbriftian converfatidn, for the perpetual fruition ci 
God in che higheft Heavens. And nothing can be 
more contradidory to this great end of my beings 
than to indulge nlyfelf in any fort ai wickedncfii ; 
atfd thereby (») tredfure up to myjelf wrath agai^ ihi 
day df wratby and the revelaiion of the rigbtems Jiufg- 
mint ^ God. 

Nor is there any hope of efcape» if I do fo. Por» as 
God isjuft, and will not fail to avenge hifnfeif opoii 
flnners ; fo is his eye continually upon i»ich otie^ to 
obferve his doings, whether his {t) cowoerfMim b§^ m 
becomes the Gojpel of Cbrp ; or whether he takes liberty 
to tranfgrefs his duty, and expofe himfelf to all cbe 
tdrcures threatened to thofe that do fo. He is every- 
where prefent ; ffeitber is there any a£tk>n, any woi^k, 
any thought or defir^ (p) thai is -not mortify in bd 
Jkbt ; bis tfes are in every place^ iebdliing etie wilMi 
the good. Where*ever I am, or howfdever employed, 
I am Aire to be under his infpe^^ion ; who Im itie^ 
and all my doings, tho* I fte not him. I din con* 
ceal nothing from him ; not the moft fecictt inclina- 
tiorts of my heart. And What great need have I 
therefore, to be very cautibiis What I do, that it may 
be what he will approve of! Dare 1 take upon mt to 
provoke him to his face ? If i dare, the confequence 
of fuch pfcfumption muft be very terrible, aikl muft 
leave me without all excUfe, when I come at the hft 
day to appear before his tribunal. And, if 1 dare not, 
why do 1 ever give. way to any temptation, feeing I 
know beforehand, that fuch compliance, how private 
fbever, can no more be hid from his omtiiicience, 
than if it had been publickly proclaimed on the 
houfe-top P He knows how to {q) brv^ to tight tbo 
bidden things of darknefs^ and make mamfeft the coltnfds 
of the heart \ and there is no impofing upon him in 
any refpeft. And if this confideration cannot ftidoe 
me diligently watchful over myfeif^ tod holy mA 

(n) Roin. u. 5. (•) Piil. i. 2^. {p) Ytot. W. j. tj) i Cdr.iv. j. 
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upright in all my ways^ ik is impoflible, that any 
cKher ihoald ever do it. 

III. 

(in the infinite Mercy and Goodnefs of God to 
Sinners. 

BEfides the authority bf God over all, and the 
knowledge he has of all our ways ; 'his unfpeaic- 
able mercy, ^nd moft gracious condefcenfion, is ano- 
ther powerful difiuafiihb ftom vice, and well worthy 
of my ferious ccMifidfcration as fuch. His abundant 
goodnefs 00 finners^ throughout the whole courTe of 
their fives, the blellings he hbaps upon us in this 
worM', artd the hr greater he has promised in the 
other, arid,- Abifrvte all, thA ineftimable pricerthat was 
paid for our fed^hptibh, afib ah tndtfpenfjtble obliga* 
tiod to m^ke his glory the aim and defigh of all 
tfiyadi6n». And i'ndfccd, who wouM not b* Irti- 
mMtately ra^ffi'd ittto ah ecftafy of love, at the me* 
ditatioh of thoft trahrporting bowels of pity and com- 
miferadon, which could* prevail with Almighty God, 
nAt ohly to cteaife Us fubjeAs capable of enjoying his 
favour, but, when we had juftly deprived ourfelves of 
ail pretence to it, by our difobedience and rebellion, 
even yet to feek oor falVation, and reftbre us to his 
love, tho* it were by the deailh of his only-begqtten 
and dearly bfeloVcd Son ? Who would not hereupon 
be UkmA With the moit profound admiration of the 
height, And breadth, and length, and depth, the un^ 
fathomable dhttenfiorts of this tove of God in Chrift 
Jefusour Lon!'? And how unaccountably do' I be*^ 
hate myfelf, if 1 will not yet be perTuaded to live 
^ as one intitdy devtttdd to his fcrvice, after all the 
expeifeice I h^ve had 6f his abundant^ tho* every 
way undcfi^rved, 4(»viiig-kiltidners ? 

What more endearing courfe is it pofldble that 
Gotf could have takei^ to bring finnera to himfi^f^ 
aod th«ir own happiodai dMh in fpite of all their 

uodud^ 
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uadutifolnefs, and ingracitude towards him, ikJ 

thelefs CO purchafe cbem ac fo wondcrfui a pnz! 

How could he more emphaucally exptefs his tadEP 

ncfs of afie&ion to us, and earneft dcfire (tf oartct 

fare, than by thus giving the eyer-bleffid JcdBa 

fuffer in our ftcad ? Could our redemption havebn 

brought about upon any other eafier terms, 'n U 

been infinite condelicenfion in God to have been ra» 

cileable to us, upon our moft importunate intitadSi 

and deepeft humiliation^ But that the reconciiiaii 

fhould begin on his^art \ that when he {r)jat 

polluted in cur bloody he fhouid Jtt fay uuiouSj Zwi 

that whilft we were enemies and rebels, he fhoaUtf 

only o&r us a pardon, but Ihould contrive a flxai 

of recovery for us, that it could never have aali 

into the heart of men or angels to imagine ^ chacGoi 

Ihould thus become man, the Creacor of all dof 

ihould be tuadf of a womany the King of the mbok^ 

ihould vouchfafe to fuffer upon the crofs, forthefle 

of his obftinate difobedient fubjefts ; this is fucha* 

ceffive aftoniihing compaiHon, as were enough (ooi 

a heart of flint i and muft render Chriftians ibtviA 

defpicable creatures in the world, if they can ^^ 

low themfelves to perfifl in their difobedience. Tbo^ 

temporal benefits we all daily and hourly paoakcoi, 

call for a moft humble acknowledgnieot, and cbcht 

fervices in our power, as a juft return for than. Ycf 

all thefe, heap'd one uppn another, are as nodiii^ '^ 

compar'd with the infinite love manifefted in oucSi* 

viour's fufierings, and the many fpiritual bkfliitf 

wd enjoy through him. And can I now find ifl4 

keart to flight fuch amazing condefoenfioo i Caal 

forbear contriving, by all ways imagioablCf cop^ 

claim my unfeigned gratitude for it ? Oh what iovet 

What pity is this ! What an exceflfive load of mifc* 

ries do I dcferve, if I can yet negleft and undcrval* 

it ? And haw unconceivably happy (hall 1 be to 4 

eternity, if I but take care to make a right ufe of. <' 

(r) 1^. 7C9U6. , J 
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[• will therefore embrace ic with a heart, full of joy. 
I will iocdTantly blefs and praife the moft merciful 
Author I and will make it my daily ftudy never to 
Forget it, nor to behave myfelf unagreeably to the 
remembrance of fo ineftimable a ranfom paid for 
me. 

IV. 

On the Covenant we enter d into at Baptifm. 

ft > 

TF God's abfolute authority over me, and his un- 

^ fpeakable goodnefs to ^ne, be ftrong inducements 

to a confcientious obfervance of what is well-pleafing 

10 his light ; fo likewife is the confideration of the 

covenant whereinto I entered, when I was made a 

member of Ghrift by baptifm* For this holy ordi- 

nance was appointed for my . admiflion into the 

Chriftian church, and for capacitating me to partake 

of the ineftimable benefits of my Saviour^s death and 

paflion ; fo did I then promife and vow on the other 

hand to fight manfully under my Saviour's banner, 

agM^ the tcmputions of the worlds tbefiejb^ and the 

devU^ and to remain Cbrift's fmtbful foldier^ and fer^ 

vantj unia my lifis end. The thought whereof (hould 

fubiimate my mind and manners, and fill my foul 

with a holy indignation againft all unworthy actions, 

and make me vigorous and unwearied in welldoing, 

as I would not bieak my contraA, and incur the guile 

of difhonefty and apoftacy, and expofe myfelf to all 

the heavy judgments threatened in the Golpel to the 

refradory and difobedient. Baptifm, as I faid, is art 

initiating ordinance, . and gives a right to mighty pri^ 

vileges and benefits ; but all this is only on condition ; 

and if that condition be not faithfully performed, ic 

will but add to the feverity of my condemnation. 

There* is a plain ftipulation in it, as appears from 

(j) the inftitution, and from all the forms of it $ and 

particularly from our own, wherein the perfon to be 

baptized exprefly promifi^ to renounce the devil^ emd 

(/) Matth. aocviit. 20« 
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sll bis ivarks^ Md Mt/iofUfy beKeve GotTs bdfy warj^ sad 
0kedk99ify /# keep bis cmmrnidrnmSL And what tgit* 
giou9 wick^nefs and treachery nf^uft k bc^ to {t)M^ 
back^ when "we bate ibm fui mir band to tbepka^l 
And how muft it unfit ue for sbe kingdom of be^nml 
We have taken Chrift*s livery upon us, and haw 
bound ourfelves by a folemn miliury oath, to be cnie 
and faithful to bina« ThU is the cafe of ail that ha?e 
given up their names to him in this holy facramenti 
and of myfelf in particular. And It is obt of 0if 
power therefore to retreat, and take part with the 
enemy, without becoming « perjur'd fiuthiefs wretch t 
like a foldier forfaking his colours, tkrowin^way hii 
weapoos, and running from his captun. This wfll 
make all my fins far more provoking than diey woqU 
otherwife have been, adding to their owo iotrinfici 
guik that of perfidioufnefi^ and breach of vow| ad 
&# unklb prevfioccd by a timely and fiocere repent** 
aace^ will conl^n me over to fi> much the iaddw 
0iaie of ttMTturea in the other world* And what caa 
awaked my diowfy ooofcieace, and put me upon coo^ 
iulting my own fafety^ if this will not ? I muft be a 
dreadnil hardened finner, if I can refolve to brnk 
through fo powerful an obfbruftion, to come at ever- 
lafting mifery. I will therefore call myfelf forth- 
with CO an account, and fte wherein I have brokco 
my faith dms ratified \ and will take care to walk 
more circumfpisftly fte the future, that my conve^ 
fation may tdftily in my behalf, that I am not o»- 
naindful w the profeffion I have taken upon. me, and 
the folemo obligation I then entered into, to live ac- 
cording €0 his rules* I will raoember, diat I am s 
ChriftiaiH. baptized iittO shechuvc^, aod kititled tti 
the bkffings of the gofpel, pvmdded I live acoorc&g 
to its fiMcepCs I but withal, ohtt unlefs I do this, I 
am ifi a far worfe conditaon, than if I had wever 
heaod onft word of Chriftianity. 

(f)Ltikeix,62. 
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V. 

On the Midtitude and Heinoufnefs tf our Sins. 

IF I cum my eyes from the obligations that lie upon 
me» to the courfc of my paft converfation, and 
Ese how negligent I have been, and how horrid, aiid 
how frequent my provocations, here I prefentiy meet 
with fuffictent matter of meknchonck and moft pen- 
Sve medication. Nor need I any more difmal con- 
:emp1ation, to humble me before Almighty God, and 
brce nfie to fly to him for mercy. It was the royal 
Pfalmiifs complaint^ that his (u) inifdties were gone 
fver bis bead^ and as a fare burden were too heavy for 
bim to tear. And again, (fc) Mine iniquities have taken 
hold ftpon mcy fo that I am not able to look up ; thty are 
More in nundm" than the hairs of my bead^ andnry heart 
iaj^ failed me. And afll pious fouls fee too juft reafon 
a^l^reak forth, in like manner, into the open acknow^ 
Iragment of their own unworthinefs and demerits, 
lirhenfoever they call to mind die multitude and hei* 
HKifnefs of thofe fins, whereof they are coofcious to 
hemfelves. 

As to the number of our fins, they are too many 
:o 'be caft up, though we ever fo deliberately fee 
ibout it. Our fins of omifiion, and our fins of com- 
niflion, our wilful fins, and thofe wbereinto we are 
!ffcen betrayed thrp* inadvertency or weaknefs ; the 
ins of our inclination, of our company, of -our em- 
ployment, of the times we live in ; our iecret and 
ronceal'd, and our publick and mod fcandalous fins % 
lie -fins we remember^ and thofe we have forgotten, 
>r had never taken notice df i the fins of our devO- 
ions, of our recreations, of our meals, and our other 
mtertainments ; of our excefs, and of our parfimony i 
tf our niodefty, and of our afifu ranee ; of our diffi^ 
lente, and of our prefumption ; our later, zpd our 
itinnerllns; thofe of our childhood, of our youths 
i^m^ m?iu. 4. («) Ibid, zl IS. 
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and of our ripers years ; in thought, word, and dsi 
againft our God^ againft our neighbour, aod ^ 
our own felves '; there is fuch a mafs <k them, i 
the leaft reflexion upon it may well put. our en 
into the utmoft confufion ; and, were it not far i 
infinite mercy of God thro* Chrtft, muft ineffiai 
have lodg'd us long ago in Hell. How mof i 
recolledion of fuch a load of guilt lie heavy uposa 
foul of every good man, and make him iamcfita 
bewail his folly ; and try, by all means poffiai^i 
pbtain the favour of God, and his pardon sod to 
givenefs I And what an abandoned finner xnuft I x 
if I be not wofully terrified at the appearance (rfi 
horrid a fpe&acle, and do not fully refolve, tbat/s 
not fuffer mine eyes to Jkep^ nor mine efe-Iids tepm 
neither the tempks of my bead to take any r^ oai 
(hail have endeavour*d to make my peace wid) Cd 
by a hearty forrow, and true repentance, and ifl 
purpofe of heart to ferve him truly /or the lemfflf 
pare of my life ! . They who never call- their ova^ 
to remembrance^ will not much concern tbefni^is^ 
turn their feet unto God's tefiimonies \ but there is sai 
who is duly fenlible of the guilt he has cootnasi 
or that frequently lets apart fome time, to ioqv 
into the nature of his duty, and bis manifold m 
greflions of it, notwithftanding all the obtiganoosk 
is under to the contrary, but oHift be feiz*d widi i 
dreadful apprehenfion of the great need be baset 
God's mercy, wd the wretched ftate be muftioeii' 
tably be in without it. 

Nor are we chargeable only with multitudes of fisi 
the leaft of which, were it not for the infinite fflaq 
of God in Chrift Jcfus, would fink us into thcpkrf 
deftrudion ; but they are are alfo many times attndDi 
with feveral notorious aggravations, having becocoih 
mitted, perhaps, upon deliberation, againft thechob 
of confcience, and clear dictates of the uoderftao(&|i 
againft numerous calls and invitations to. obedioat 
againft promifes and threateniogs,^(nerci^,'tti4jt)(^-j 
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ments; dfccr vows and refolutions to the contrary, 

and often repeated, if not become habitual. So thac 

we have ail great caufe to blulh, and be afhamed to 

look up to heaven, and to kaib ourjelves for the evUs 

^ve have committid in all our abominaiions. Our whole 

life is full of vanity and naughtinefs \ and if thou, O 

God, (houldft refolve to {y) enter into judgment with 

ibj fervatUs^ and Jhouldft be extrethe to mark wbai 

zvere dme amifs^ not the very bed of us could hope to 

bejuftified in thy fight. (2) "^bou art of purer tfes than 

to behold e^iU and canjl not look upon iniquity ': allwhofe 

(a) ways are Judgment : a God of truths and witbotU 

iniquity^ juft and rights art thou, (h) Thbu art not a 

Cod that hathpleafure in wickednefs : neither Jhdll evil 

dwell with thee. The fooUJh Jhall not ftand in thy fight : 

iBou hatejl all the workers of iniquity. And yet, alas 1 

How have we all been forgetful of thee ? From the 

htghefl: to the lowed, there is none righteous before 

thpc, none that has not juftly deferved thy wrath, 

and implacable indignation. The molt religioufly 

difpos'd cannot but difcover numerous failings and 

Imperfections, befides other more wilful tranfgreflions 

of their duty, enough to ftrike them to the heart, 

at every remenibraqce of thpm. Nfuch more may 

others fear, left a heavy doom befal them, by reafon 

of thoie more heinous enormities, which every-where 

difcover themfelves throughout the whole coOrfe of 

their converfatipns. If they that have been moft ob- 

fcrvant of •God's laws, have yet need of his mercy 

and favour to be extended to them, or otherwife they 

cannot be happy 5 how much more do thofe want it, 

who have been more extravagantly wicked ! And 

(c) if the righteous^ after all their care to pleafe God, 

Jhall hardly befaved^ thefe muft expedt a more terrible 

appearance before his great tribqnal. 

' This aftonifhes and confounds me, when I come to 
apply it to my own cafe ; and would doubtlefs drive 

(j) Pfal. cxiiii. 2. («) Habak. i. 13. {a) Deut: Xxxii. 4: 
U) pfa|.v.4, 5. W iBci.iy. i«. . 

me 



me into dcrpair^ wtvt it oot £drl|^ truft I 
my biefled Saviour's mediacioo. He ku obcauV 
pardon for my fins, and fo I have great hope 
comfort thro' bim % but, otberwUe, I mufl have \m 
in a miferable, helpiefs cooditipii. JFor chough Gi 
is infinitely paqent and long-£u&ripg^ he will fl 
wait always to be gracious, but will bring the im 
to a ftriA account for all his wicice^neTs ^ poffli^i 
this world, but moft certainly in chat nrhicb i| 
come. Nothing can fave me but his mercy ;H 
inafmuch as that is infinite, I will not diftruft ii, te 
will humble myfelf before him \ will con&ls aiid¥ 
wail my 0ns, and will endeavour^ to the utmoft i 
my power, to appeafe his anger. Jbui^ cp ibii^ 
bead were wafers^ and mine eyes a frnMrnm ef M^ 
ibat J might wep day and night for all mttie iniqiMiak 
whereby 1 have oSefv;led fo gopd and gracious a Goii 
I hope be will be prevaii'd with to extend his kia^ 
nefs £0 me ; but if at laft 1 do perilh, I muft, hoi- 
ever, confefs to his ^ory, that my deftruAym viBk 
wholly owing to myfel/. 

VI. 
On DEATH. 

QUISfeit an a^idant hoMmut tempora \nt^ 04^ 
^^dUfuperi? (d) fVho hunos, fay$ the poet, tsMr 
bejball Uve even till to-^m^now f And our bkflcd & 
viour foretold to the jolly rich man, St. JJ/ke xiL sa 
that he cejtainly fliould OQt. ^h^f^^ lays our Sa- 
viour, this n^btJhaU tkf foul ie nfAred of thu. Tk 
fa<ne, for aoy thing I kQQ.w to«tbe contrary, maf k 
my portion ! This may ,pQffii>ly he the 1^ dsf, if 
not the teft hour, of my life. And what can I po- 
mife myfelf will then become of oie \ Have I bea 
ib wife as to make up my jsccounts with God, aodib 
to have got .my foul in a readiniefs :to ^pear beta 
him ? If qot, how difnial, bow^loleful, will my coo- 
(^0 Moral* Cana» J. 4* od. y, 
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iK^ionbe? It is a terrible change, to be fuddenly 
nacched a^vay from this life, and all its enjoyments, 
|ind delivered over to eternal burnings in the other. 
pTec to this fad fate are all thofe every day obnoxious^ 
lirho live in the pradtice of any fort of wickednefs^ 
Ihlow happy foever they may be, as to the things of 
^is world, chey may polfibly be immediately hurried 
R^^ay from themi to a perpetual night of horror^ 

?;rief, and anguifh, never to fee day, nor to tade any 
omfort more. 

Awake, therefore* O my drowfy foUl | awake and 
bcHir thyfelf before it be too late, whilft the patience 
of God is exercifcd towards thee» and a time of grace 
and falvation is afforded thee. Awake, confider thy 
prefent uncertain habitation, and do not dare to de- 
pend upon a (hort tranfitory life, that, like a thready 
is immediately cut off; and is but as a ftory, which 
entertains the auditors whilft in telling, but is quickly 
ac an end. Let death be the fubjedt of thy ferious 
and frequent, 1 had almoft faid« of thy inceflant me- 
dication. Think, at rifing in the morning, What if 
this fhould prove to be the laft day ot my abode 
here i And again, when lying down at night, think^ 
What if I (hould never rife more ? Perhaps, I find 
myfelf in very good health, and as like to prolong 
my days to a good old age, as moft of thofe about 
IDC; and am therefore tempted to pafs my time in 
mirth and eare. But alas! How many of my. con- 
temporaries have I known difappointcd of their ex* 
pedlations, when as promifmg as mine, and laid in 
the grave before they were aware of it ! And what 
happens to one, may as eafily bcfal another, notwith- 
ftanding all the care we can take to fecure ourfelvcs 
againft it; Every knell I hqar, is a warning to m^ 
to be upon my guard, to retire into myfelf, and fee 
how reckonings ftand betwixt God and my foul, and 
to ufe the utmoft diligence for fupplying what I fin^ 
.wanting. Every grave I fee, every funeral I attend 
upon, every friend I lofe, every bearfe or coffin I 

C c m^ct 
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tneet Mtb, cV^ry one I obferve in tnourntf^» oAi 
m'poh tne to refie^ on what a precipice I ftand« mA 
iidw tnatfy difibrent v^ays I may be thrown dbwii*froin 
it. Oh ! Let me not be carelefs and onconcem'd in 
ilich aflippery ftatio^; but ]et me confider well, liow 
eicceedingly terrible fuch a fall muft be, to all t\ax 
bre not prepared for it. Nothing is of more import* 
ince to me, than to fee, that, in all refpefts, I aft 
like one, on whom the things of this world make no 
Jafting imprelTion, and whofe chief care is to pleafe 
God, and to make provifidn for a happy aettiity. 
^is is the gf^at btifiners for which I came intt> the 
'^Orld ^ and hbw can I hope m tJie with any manntir 
)bf cbnlfort, rill I have performed this weighty and 
necefikry work ? 

Yet die r muft undoubtedly, and no one icnowi 
\i07i very fooli. Ohe tiefcthds to the grai^ {e) iuHs 
yuil jlren^tbs ieikg iiobdlfy W eafe Itnd p6et: bis hm^b 
'dre full of mlk^ and Ins bohes fnoifterudvntb fndtnw. 
Ai/id another dietb in the bittehtefs oflArfouU Mi »«r 
"ealiih with pkdft&e. Tbty fhull He vfotte ^alih infbe 
dtift^ and the '^orms Jhall' ctnJer tbem. In this worida 
great diftinftion is made 'between the great, the rich, 
Isind the powerful on the one fide ; and thofe oti the 
bther, whofe circumflrantes are ftreight, and %hb Iht 
"ib a poor necefljtoas condition : as (omt alfo life 
lliealthy and ftrong, and enjoy a great deaf t)f'eafc 
sfnd pleafure ; whilft others are worn out with fick- 
nefs, and bodily infirmictes, or, perhaps, uich a ieries 
Of crolles, ahd inevitable vexations. But they^areifU 
"haftening to tlieir long homey and which oi rhenvfliill 
arrive there firft, is beyond our forefight, and'knowa 
6i\y to Almighty God, by whofe Providence we liVc, 
lafnd at whofe appointed time we muft all be, fere to 
tiie. Then fliall all alike, whether high or Idw, rith 
'or poor, have the duft for their bed, ^nd the worms 
for their cohering, without any other remarkable^dif- 
tindlion, than what Ihrfl have arHcnffeta thdr*"ifif- 

. . to Job «i* «$» 24» 2si «^* 
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I Jkr^ difcbmP ^ thflK^Pty* wh|lft in.tlii^ iDpir^l 
I fta^c. Sqdpc go ,(M>w^ fypxft wwi; . fpnic thi? .wgyt 

i then can fuch b^v^ (0;G^ (^pr (l\|?iK)r<elHi»Si ^p ;ure 
] Qoc always in fofhe tolerate jojKiiri^fs, .to qyic ^his 
i twpfwqry Itfc, wWch^ ,^ ^^s .t)^|l #af<u wd 3»bAn 
. ,njoft pronriifing, js yet bgc .*s,(/} ^^ufifM^ii^fifipcars 

I ^/jTiH /r«iip jJm^y j^ ihtn vftvifl^y^w^v ? 

I ' y pO|i chis cpnfi^kr^Vonj die §ppftlc St. -^'^w^?* in 
{ thp WQr^s ipv»ediatcly foir^gping ihefc JWiy OMO^ 
( ^ipqcri) very ^i^ly rebukes the fpTly of fych ?s |»ro- 
r fp^ tibomfclves a l^ng pootKiu^Qc Mr^* wh©n,it js 
I yp((;riaiblc their. fouls m^y be JmA ^p9nt^e y/ing ip jtAkc 

jlifir fljghc intp the pt^cr ,wprW ; gnd .vihp ^ple^b 
I ^tlvrgxfelycs with the thppghts pf Ijfe, ^ time e<iOMgh 

to fP4n9ge (beir cpoceins uppn^e^i^tii, .y^ben, 4)erhdp6^ 
( they ^rc on i;he Very flipre ]?£ f ce^oity, .ready tp laqoQh 
\ An^b,it. (if)^tfi<>»w, (ay«.rt)cAppft!c,j?^j/fe?^ 

Mtf/ff tkeKi ,0 Jfi^, to %, fin4Jeil, mJL g^.gfkkx 

.Y9u»koprW nqt bqw fli??ir^(\y pf yq^ ^vt to yoyr hit^t 
■find; bow fvi^d^n'y tbisfw' breath Af.ypvr's. mftyjfjU 
9i9/^j ?nd I^A^c.your tipflres fo/pi^py pfejefs gaiig^fes, 
mc;apabie of any dcQgn, or aqy fprc pf bupnejs. 

•Can any oqe ihen» can I in paj-^icul.ar, prefynie lo 
.live without a continual expedia^iqn of fuch my^dif* 
Xolption ; as if I ha(d nothing elfejp <:}p> but to e^t, 
-^od drink, and be nacrry, and to fpeod (Dy tiaie jn 
idlenefs ^nd Igxury ? Is this tp live Jilce a Qhn(^ian» 
whofe profflT^n obliges him tp be cpntingaJlylppk- 
ing for,\Mard'to^nother ftgce, 0od who knpws.hiniitflf 
to be but a ftranger and fojpurner upon carih-? 'Haw 
^>n J aUpw iif)yfdf tp be reggrdlcfs, either pf my 
jjduty to AJfTiighfy God, or of .my own wcifare^whiph 
/b^s fo oeceifary a dq^enden.ce upon the gpod iniprpv^- 
,l>Vpt.of fpy ihoct ftay h?rc ? ^, 1. will r^i^hcr^kcrp 
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in mind> that I have no abiding city hcre^ but aiB 
indifpenfably obliged to be continually feeking zfts 
one that is truly fo ; (h) a city that has fure and laffiog 
foundations f whofe Builder and Maker is God. (/) /tetf 
wait and watch all the days of my appointed iipie^ tB 
my laft great change come. Since 1 know myfelf not 
' maftcr of one moment of time, I will live in it coo- 
kant expectation of death, ready to forfake this eartbTjr 
tabernacle, whenlbever it fhali pleale God to call he 
me. I will think upon my approaching diflblutioo, 
and learn, from the thoughts of it, to wean my heart 
from this prefent world, and all its moft pleafingen- 
tertainments ; which, how enticing foever, I muft be 
fure in a little time to leave behind me; to renounce 
all my moft beloved lufts, which will- otherwilecoft 
me excelTively dear, and, perhaps, before I have any 
longer enjoyment of them ; to grow ferious and de- 
vout, as becomes the relation I lland in to Almighty 
God, and the great account 1 muft foon give tip co 
him ; to bear all afflictions patiently, which I know 
alTuredly cannot afFeft me long ; but may be mocb 
nearer an end, than I at prefent apprehend ; to make 
a good improvement of my time whilft I have it, that 
I may find no caufe to complain of the want of it, 
when it Ihall be no more -, to be unwearied in well 
doing, before the night come wherein no man can wotf^ 
' and faithfully, rcfolutcly, and immoveably, to retain 
my integrity at all times, and under whaifocver dif- 
ficulties or trials, inafmuch as I know not how fooo 
I may receive my great reward. Thcle are fome of 
the advantages that naturally arife from a daily me- 
ditation of death •, and, to the end they may be my 
daily care, I will not fail to take all opportuhities c^ 
converfing with the dead. 

Our life here is one continued journey towards the 

grave, and each one, every day, difpatches fome part 

of it. We are all like fo many paflengers in a fliip, 

• who whether they think of it or not, every minuic 

{h) Hcb. xi. lo. (f) Job xiv. 14. 

draw 
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ijrav^f nearer the end of their voyage. Not only whilft 
ihey are awake, and look about them, but when at 
reft, and faft aOeep in their beds, they are gradually 
cfonveyed along, till they come to their defired port.' 
As they are always in motion, though it may be 
without obferving it; fo their voyage inceflantly 
(hortens,, and in a while they difembark upon a 
diftant ihore. 

Such is the life of man. It is a conftant progrefs 
towards another world, in which we fliall all, one. 
after another, be landed in a little time. No fooner 
fjiall our breath be recalled, but we fhall moulder 
into the duft, out of which we were taken ; (Hall give 
lip the gho(l, and be no more, as to any of the pur- 
pofes of this life. But then a new fcenc will forth- 
with open itfelf, to our unfpeakable cither confo- 
latipn or terror, according to the preparation we had 
rhade for it, whilft on our way to it. Death, to the 
righteous, is the gate of paradife, an entrance to a 
biettcr life, and the only paflage to our promifed in- 
heritance : but, to the wicked, it is the beginning of 
forrows, delivering them over to the fecond death, 
which never (hall have an end. And what more 
cogent argument can any poflibly.expefl:, for exciting 
to a diligent preparation for death, than this conu- 
deration of the evcrlafting ftate, whercinto it will, one 
time or other, hereafter, if not at prefent, be fure 
to tranfla^e us all ? 

Were death an accidental ftroke, that rarely hap- 
pened, no wonder if people generally did not think 
themfelvcs much concerned to expcft it. Were only^ 
fome few liable to it, when it comes, a man might 
be tempted to hope it might be his lot to efcape it. 
Were it an even lay, whether we fhould ever be 
feized by it, this would make a confiderable abate- 
ment of the finner*s imprudence, in venturing to live 
rcgardlefs of it. Nay, were it allotted to much the 
greater part of mankind to die, but not to every 
particular perfon, there might be fome faiot plea for. 
C c 3 fuch 
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foch i& irt anprepaMd tot jt. Of if ilotM 
delivered ftHtaU^ yiet, h:rd tttti i tcik 6i M 
^at they could ctti^tA-j know bdw ifitich (^< 
trere yet TtMdning, ic wopid be fepr io^fcrt!6iiil 
tiieiri tb put o^ th6ir re{¥i>t^nt6, ^4 (ri^ iwif ' 
i&tit, iti ftbpe CO gi!C ic up s^aiA, by ^ gt«(tert 
dSli'gtndc. Burvyhcff »»|5 We evjft-y mOtfi'enfl 
l^outh of the grave •, when ve know ^flbfed)}, 
ib(hf thai Irpi^ iS aUd^etpit vMty, and <m 
atfiongft the reft ; and, ttibCeoyef, daily (ee pikJ^I 
Itrfty atJd vigorop$ a$ o^rfdfes, And, in ^ i^ 
atlc(f, i<i ni|i^ to lire «; we, tikcti avfiiy b^< 
htt \ /uth a prdrped as thiis, one woold tbidl^ A" 
tbrdtghry dwiiRip oiir tpindi, Jtnd e^fbrCe oor 1^ 
lutforis i iad not fuffcr us khoWlngjy tb deftrtf « 
feives: it Ihoiild tiach us earneft'ly to ftudjfW»« 
iiiay ^rfbtm duf duty, in all refpefls, #it^ * 

aitcft aCcth^cy arid drcufiif^jJtion ; jo 4S /«|** 
« ^tfr ^^j, *ef JlUMbe^ ti our eyeAiiSy ri/l «*• 
let!tf«d tti oortelres an ihteref^ ?R the D* 

■ iirite tVc are Jtl fo, careful of this uncertato^ 
t!l6*, at 6etf, Btic of Ihoft dur^tiort, ifld ftflo^J 
^d trdublfes whilft ic lafts ; hiethinkS it ftouM W 
Kf*hfy ftafofiaMe to every 6ne, that ♦'ill bof wj 
liirilftJif to eonfider, to have a iKuch greater OjtJ 
lti» foiii, vhich is, by fat, the better P^^jJ 
and whofe life will never knov^r an ehd. 0'*'* 
. pftidfericc Wspuld hence teich ^yery pfte iCi tJ''''**^ 
itltentiy 6f djsath, and have it aJWayS in vie*; <^ 
cUlly finde the feftiet«brand6 bf it is fb rttttW 
iifeful, in btder to a dfae regulSting buf il*tt' .7! 
ihbft ntt bhjy thihk of de4^h, bat hiiift ihm'"; 
ift futh 4 thahtier, dS thdt theefRcl bf theft ttioT 
^iy fhet^ forth itfelf Irt i fuitable tt^^^ 
Auft learn to number nfj ia^ in futh a fij^f'^ 
t^it I rtiay aip^ly fHy tenh to that tlUeJ'»"'J 
^/yJ^ifc, Whlfch *lll. \h k grfeit meafute, «baf "J 
purt^ttfly ttf W!iatfbe*^er ihiUbftis Jwidttla/W^'^^J^i 



vykb herft wd w.iU axake me. in6niteljr happy after 
v^y departure hence> To aegleA (his, is, uivlogbCr 
edty, the grc^c^ft i6\\y and n^Mneb in (he wprld ; 
a«rd tjie readi^ft way la fill nxy iqnl with (;bq ucmpflt 
confu/ion, when I copoe co Langui»(h upon a fick-bed, 
acid fyfui my ^ appr<;a(;hix)g ; but efpcci^Ily^ lyhcKa 
L.fli4ll.coiue ac the laft day tp (liaAd before my S»« 
^^HC*« grea^ (ribuoai, co apfwec VJ) t,he I^avy c^^rgCa 
tkH v^ill hereby lie againd me. Nor cap, aay things 
OIK t^e oi;ia^r hai>d» be to mc^^h ioi; my a4v%CM;age^ a^ 
a CQoft^^^ a(cei?daace oa this necef&ry pan oyf my 
dpcy ; andi ^hat unfpeakable gli^y and &iU:i(y, chac 
vi'ill ioiaiiibly accompany i^ ii^ a; 4y^ hovur^ and 
t]^eix^%w.9rd for evipr in the of;her wQi:ld. 

VIL 
On a fatur^ yudginwU 

MY ' life is continually drawing towards eternity \ 
and whether 1 will cpnfider it or. not, is each 
day (hortef than it was before. So that how healthy 
foeVer 1 may be at prcfcnt, no man jcnows how foori 
I may be fummon*d hence. At mpft, no great num- 
ber of years can have pafs'd, before I fhaH be laid 
in the grave, and all my hopes, and comforts, and 
defigns,. and purpofes, as far as they concern this life, 
fliall vapilh as a dream* and nothing (hall feem of 
any value, but what may be fpr my advantage in the 
other world. And thus, having paficd off the prcfent 
ftage, I muft be brought before God^s iribunaly to 
have all my thoughts, words, and aflions, canvaded^ 
and my eternal portion allotted mc, accordingly as 
they (hall be found to have been : fo fays St. Paut'^ 
{it) fVe muft all appear before the jud^mnt-feat of Cbrifi^ 
thaf every one may receive the things done in the body^ 
according to that he hath donot %j^ether it be good or • 
bad. Tbo' death makes a feparacion for fome time 
bciwiw: the foql »nd bpdy, yet this is but fpr a tixnc i 

(/() t Cor. Y. la 

C c 4 which 
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which being pait, they (hall infallibly meet a^te« 
and be reunited, and never be parted more. (/) An 
archangel fhall be fent forth, and, as by the Ibiiiid 
of a trumpet, (hall fummon tht (m) dead out of th«' 
graves ; and thenceforward they (hall live for cver^ 
(n) Then fhall thv Son of man alfodefcend in tbeclmub 
of Heaven with power and great ghry\ and {p) Jball Jk 
on his throne^ and caufe all nations to be ga$bered b^f^n 
himy that io he may take an account of their difiereitt 
qualiQcacions, and difpofe of them accordingly. Oh 
the pangs and agonies, the horror and perplexity of 
mind, wherewith the g^Uty fmner will be feiz'd^ 
v4ien he (hall come there to receive his doom ! When, 
(^) above, he may behold an impartial Judge ready 
to condemn him \ beneath, Hell open to receive him \ 
when, within, fhall be a flinging con fcience; without, 
n burning Bre 1 here his fins accuie him, there the 
devils atfrigbt him \ and the good angeis (hal| 
cafhier him, as not fit to be. admitted into Heaven \ 
^nd the wicked ones will (land ready to hurry him 
away into everlafting deftrudlion, When to appear 
will be intolerable, and yet not to appear will be 
impo(nbIe. WJiither will he then Bee ? Qr where can 
he think to conceal himfelf ? Which way foever he 
turns himfelf, he will be fure to meet with nothing 
for his con)fort \ with nothii^g but fear« and fhame, 
and forrow, and anguifh, and all the terrors that the 
nioft dreadful apprehenfions can work in him. It is 
iqnpoflible to exprefs the extreme aftonifliment, where- 
with all t^e vforkers of iniquity will then be over- 
wi)elmed. But this may, m a good meafure, be re* 
prefented by the judgments threatened in the Revela- 
tion, upon the opening of the fixth feral \ when ic is 
faid, {q) Inhere ^as a great earthquake, ami the fim 
^ame black as fackcktb of bair^ an4 the moon became 
as blood ; and the -ftdrs of Heaven fell unto the earthy 

(/) I Cor. XV. 52. («r) 1 Thef. iv, 16. (n) Malth. xxiv. 30, ♦ 

i(t) Ibid. XXV. 3I9 32. (p) Piooyf, ^ar^l^uf. dc qoataor Novif. 
\^i$t ivrtic. 28. (2) Rev. yi. lagilcc. 
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roM as a fig^^tre^ ca/U(b ber ufUmeiy figs^ whin Jbe is 
Jhaken of a mighty wind: and the Hewm departed as a 
JhrolU when it .is roiled together ^ and every mountain 
and ijland were moved ota of their places : and the kings 
of the earthy and the great men^ and the chief captains^ 
and the mighty men^ emd every* hcndman^ and every free^ 
man^ hid themfelves in the dens^ and in the rods of the 
mountains % and faid to 'ihe mountains and rocks^ Fall 
an US9 and hide us from the* face of him that fttteth on 
the throne^ and from the wrath of the Lamb : for the 
great day of his wrath is come \ and who fhall be able 
to fland? This is a defcription of a terrible junflure, 
that may npc unfitly be accommodated to thie fright- 
ful feafon I am now confidcring. When (r) tbebea^ 
vens fball pafs away with a great noife^ and the elements 
Jball.melt with fervent heat j the earth alfo^ and. the 
works that are therein^ fhall be burnt upi (j) and the 
deady both fmall and greats fhall fiand before God^ and 
the books (hall be opened^ and they pall be judged out 
of thofe things which are written in the books ^ according 
to thdr works. When the Judge being fet upon his 
throne, (t) Before himfhaU be gathered all nations ; and 
he fhall feparate them one from the other ^ ' as a fbepherd 
itvideth the fheef from the goats ; and (hall proceed 
to inquire iiito their paft converfations, and allot 
them their reward accordingly. Then (hall a narrow 
fcrutiny be made into all my doings, and an unerring 
judgment pa(Ied upon them. And, could I have ever 
fo artfully conceaPd my faults from the difcovery of 
the world here, they will then be all brought to light, 
before God, angels, and men« They cannot efcape 
the all-feeing eye of God at prefent ; nor (hall they 
ever be forgotten by him hereafter ; but will certainly 
rife up in judgment againfl me, and condemn me at 
the laft day, if I do not make it my bufinefs to for* 
fake them, and obtain the pardon of them, before I 
be taken hence. Not the moft fecret of my thoughts 
is without his notice; but he is privy to whatever 
(r) % Pet. iii. \^ [f) J^«v. XX. i^. W Miub< ^xe. st. 

impiety 
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proceeded £iscbttf ^ and vuU briog: cnf' fepiaw^ a^ 
for it. So ttM, CQuki I «ii]i ^Magr cofiKrifie «ft io^iKlil' 
upon ihofe I coaverfe with kerev kf bypMfkia^ m-* 
teocea^ and ta bide the evil o^ anf* hem, v^ ^¥^nni 
from ail maokiadv thiss woidd mnd( m^ ir^ np^ ftoidi 
ac ^e kft day. For tbm cbe i«l[ipQAMt wwftld b« 
fUUy dtfclofed, to tny etet^al flHuno^ gnc) fognWL 
(«) S'ivTtf ift. lu/ioqgf ^;07%ra/, tifot JballnoL tbM ^ »* 

vdMfoever ias burkfpokm in datknefi^ JMi it t^md^ 
ift iht kghf ^ and that which waa wi^Jpffi^ i^ (Jhi ggr 
in €U{Hs^ foaU he. ftr^ihimed in the piiJMy»lQ^ mmHKr^ 
in the hearing evaa of the wlkole wocMi. (h) 9%0r< a 
m cHohtn Sai h mt mmifefi bk GWi ^^ ooihii^ 
chatcaaefcapehiaiiotice; buiMihhiSi^ei/jktiwiicpe^ 
Y^% imV iii7/rA;eiiau.«/it<i'A> harcti and lik^ a chi^g csmi 
down the chine, whi^reby all the. emH ^la fxe ea^ppM 
ta die view of clift behaldter ^ 4)i(/ /^j^ #n( fhua mM 
ofid $fm ip fhe 0fes rf him vM wbwt tr^ koM <^ 4f a 
or perhips^ as Dr. ITi&s/^ obfer?ea» rm^ ov t^«r 4 A«y0>« 
/a vabcm tar sn^ jvw tf» or^oMrf oif ourftlve^ » apd 4| 
ow doiogt. ' No man, aa Tk. Hmmond parapiwaTea 
^ upon the woitis» Qiali is^e able u^ drTguile hacofetf 

* fo cunningly, but chat he (ktW be difcoveredi, diTr 
< clos'd, laid open and bare, as the fa^^fifice wbm 

* it is firft flay'd •, then cut down the back, and ail 
^ laid open and difcernible before die prieft/ Our 
very inwards fliall then he di0eAed, and men aod 
aogeis fhall fee into the darkeft cotmrs ol the haxt^ 
and fiiall be made acquainifd with all tke cprrnptkiB 
and. poUuciDn that has been wont to Mge there* A 
doleful difcovery indeed ! Aod who would fm dread 
and tremble at the leaQ: thnughc of it I It ia not ia 
our power now to conceive the height of that cpn- 
fufioQ, wherein the guilty finner will find biflATe^f, 
when thus publickiy unmaik'd ; when (bofe wicked- 
nsfies, which once he woukl not endure to hear of, 

aid 



rfrttf thffrtf*tui'd Jtll mean^ Cdi keep them from the 

Isfrid^^gd of hi< c^oWipawidHS a«d afcfqtiiaintante, fliafi 

b<rcih«|^dtiport hirih, pm*ed arg^nft him, ^nd finally 

, pfWi^A'd wH^ ^Verlaffing^ perrfitioit. But thfs we can 

* ^ do, #n(J are the' gre^iCW fodls in the w>rltf, if wts 
■* ffc it rtotj We c^it cbndtettiitdufftlvc^, andf all our ntoft 
' Hdbtrttl iniqultiw, rtow hr tirtie', whHft the day of 
" grace iar cOrt<irfued r6 os, artd* God rt Tcconcifcabfe 
■ jlpOa ttmd^n vie dofy ap^Fy ourftlve^ tor hrtn for 

* fft^rcy arid falr^cion. We cart by his ^Ififtanc^ re- 

* forni dnd aihend our dbingj, and e^trneftly ftody to 
** lay dp to ourfeltres treafures irt Heaven. We catt 
f hutnbfc oUrfelves before our blefled Saviour, arrd be- 
^ ^^di ^irrf rntredt hJrt, is he has already been our 
' i^anfoiti, fb Rkewffe t0 be our advocate tvith the 
» f^het^ pleadmg his d^ath, andaH his foffferrngs, in 
\ pur behalf, whereby to reinftate tti in his favour, and 
I j[)btain us ao admifliM into his kingdom. And can 

^ft be lb IbrtMh, as not to make this our conftant c^re ? 
^ Cixi we think of tie d^ of the Lord, ind the hn* 
I ittCAfe weight of the fentencc then to be pafied upon 
^ ll^, ahd not ftt ourfelves With all our mJght to pre-, 
i ^arefCffit? T^^ that aA thiis' onaccoutttably, ought 
' ittrtfrediately to difov^n all pretence to reafoft and un- 

ifetflandirtg, and to acknowledge themfelves more fcnfe- 

* left i\\z(i the wortt of brpte^, none of whkh wene ever 
0ailty pf fwth egmgiopi, intolerable ftqpidity as this \t. 

ViU. 

()n the e^tkjiing St^te a^ber^^ fscb 0ie Jbail 

bk D^ng4. 

THt& judgment hemg ontt over, et^ry one tnoft 
be thenjcaforward fettled in an eternal ftate, thb^ 
0f vcf-y dttft^eflt kinds, according a^ we IHall be found 
tb^ave obfefved or negledsJ oiir duty, during out 
ihort ftay here in this world, So our Wcfl&d Saviour, 
who is alfp 16 be our Jcrdge, teaches, St. Muttb. xxv. 
4^ * #he^ ^ftfing bebl tiefcrlteAg th« natore of tht 

judgment 
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judgment that is to pafs upon all maxikiDd, andT 
having fpoken of the righteous and the wicked, under 
the noetaphor of Jheep and goats^ and having declared 
the joyful fentence that Ihall be pronounced in favour 
of the former, and the heavy doom that (hall be 
awarded to the other, he concludes with this farther 
declaration, what will be the eflPed of the judgment 
thus given : Thefe^ the wicked, of whom he had laft 
fpoken, Jball go awof into everlafth^ pumjhment ; but 
the righteous into life eternal. The natural importance 
of which words is, that a fading future ftate will be 
then to fucceed, either in incomparable^ ineflimablr, 
unconceivable bills and felicity, for fuch is (jr) eiemal 
life declared to be in Scripture ; or in the moft dread- 
ful and intolerable tortures, pangs, and agonies, in 
the bottomlefs pit, ,the punifhment whereinto the 
wicked arc ordered to depart^ vcr. 41. 

Blefled and happy, thrice happy foulst that can 
attain to the life here mentioned ! fuch (hall enjoy the 
favour of God, and his beatifick prefence *, and (hall 
not only be admitted to behold his glory, but to reign 
with him, and be, in fome meafure, transformed into 
his likenefs, abounding in all that fliall be fuitable to 
their inlarg^ defires ; and God only knows how much 
more than they could fo much as dcHre or wi(h for. 
It is above our faculties at prefent to conceive what 
thofe glorious rewards are, which our good God has 
prepared for them that love him. (2) // doth not 
yet appear^ even to our imaginations, what wefiaB be \ 
but tbi$ ^ne know beforehand, that when we Jball 4fppear^' 
we. Jball hlike bitJitj for we Jball fee Mm as be is. W here- 
fore let me now think a little with myfelf, how tranf-- 
cendeot a bleflednefs muft it be, to fee God, and be like, 
him,' tp partake of his glory, and have an endlefs 
fruition of him, in that blifsful kingdom where all 
delights abound, and whence all forrow and tears are 
everlaftingiy banifhed ; where none are fick, or grow 
old, or die \ nor are perplexed with cares, nor tor- 
(j)Maith« XXV. 35. Luke Jiu 32. tcxvi, t^. {%)\ Johi^iii. u ^ 

mcntcd* 
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sncnted with fears; there a fercne tranquillity is 
mlv/ays to be met with, and joy, and love, and peace, 
stave fettled their abode! May my heart be always 
-n flamed with the love of that ravifhing ftate; fa 
;^s that I may thoroughly learn to defpife all things elfe, 
n comparilbn 6f it ! Why do I trifle away my time 
j&nd pains in purfuit of things that will not profit, and 
.rtot rather labour after thofe which would be of ever- 
Jading advantage to me? What a meannefs of fpirit 
'is it to take up with this life*s tranfienr, imperfect 
;entertainments, and in the mean while negledt ibe frue 
Ttcbes^ and lofe an invaluable crovm ofglory^ that fadeth 
'net away? Can I condefcend to employ my lelf in 
labouring after the things of this world with an 
infatiable defire, as if I could never have enough of 
•Them, tho* I know I muft fhortly die, and leave thtm 
all behind me ; and yet not be perfuaded to take pains 
for what would render me inconceivably happy for 
ever in the other ? This is the very height of madnefs; 
and for which I fhall be fure to condemn myfelf when 
it Ihall be too late, and ihcefiantly to wifh I had been 
wifer, when I had it in my choice to make fure of a 
blefTed eternity. 

Efpecially when I call to mind, that I cannot fall 
(hortof the fore • mentioned blclTcdncfs, without incur- 
ring the dreadfiSl vengeance of eternal fire. And can 
I endure the thoughts of this To difmal a change ? Far 
be it from me thus totally to ruin myfelf for the fake 
of any eafei or pleafure, wealth, or honour, that I 
can hope to enjoy here! Whatever unequal notion I 
have of it at prefeht, it is a great and a certain truth, 
that the {a) wager of Jin is death \ death not only tem- 
poral, but eternal. And can I reiblve thus fenfelefly 
to ruin myfelf, rather than accept of that fajvation^ 
which is offered in the G^fpel; upon the teafonableft 
terms that may be ? (b) It is a feoff ul thing to fall inta 
t be bands of the living God\ to become the objefls of 
his implacable indignation; to groan under the jull 
-' [d\ Rom, Yi. 23. (*) H<b. x. 31. ■ 

feveritiqi 
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,fcvmtk$ of Ins Jioavy .di^ksiifare« A be 4p<ig6d itU 

bod of rfiamest wd twrcKbe deneils^an^ 4«»i»9i ^ 

.W8 for )ptrpe»i^ .coii{i»aniocM. or .natbcr ,^r mx- 

ragecMis cxccmtonpr» ; i«ithaut happ jof .MlMfsrmffi 

Xho* jiim ewer To kqg4i fpace » ^.be/or£»kcn of 4I 

abaftfgoed, ,alltlweis happy* or rnighc twxd tp«^ 

us fo4 M he evei;taftH^ly qmdemoi^ to 4ukii^«|i 

horror, <M ^«w^ng <«iKi MwUqg, ;ind gwfting ff 

tfiechi toicfae n&vcr-dyiog woreo, wd ^ rV^f\\ia^ 

able. Tbis {be damned in iHell Jcqow xo xjn^ cpftt 

aod for tbis rcafoo ,frec aod ragp boyood n^fiwc- 

And what U^ic rbey mmM noc^im, or do, to xtaavf 

fi)iiie»of «thofe happy opport^Buksof foekiqg .#iri 

betior ftate^ which wfo idly fgHVndor .aw;iy! ^i- 

h^tf^qr wraichcs! They find* ^ lanpeptablc j«qi^ 

.siencct what die la&of Heaven impUcs io ib.?iid ^ 

in»chiciw€ Abieir leal intecd^, so have calc^en mw% 

xmhen libey wece odkd upon ,10 tbftr Ufe-tioqCt ^ro .dc 

,holy«' ^ife, «nd bgppy* Xhegr are alvig^s in,# 

i^nifls of dfiatb) Md yat inoyer fo )dead» iwt dp|t 

jdityfane \M\ 10 »Ji«e io rhe mgSi esfiquUice aod iimK 

Jaftiiig^^olQuni. Their fice^lwagrs bipins* .faut new 

confttmes then) ; their worm always gciasR§» bqcpeap 

. kills xkMti. Wfailft i^hey wot ia)i v^ shey .wiould • oem 

.give e^er pio^okitigiMiughify God ; and ^low fiad 

,will AO^er g^ over {)unilbu\g^chf9v for ttmr MHVcnw 

,pqDVQcaitOfis. TJwsre is .notcmd .or meaCMre of dw 

iorraws, no intefmiSion of cUcir .pain^, no ^f^^ 

comfort .for4hfin, .no propped tof lany ihing, bac 

JacoocfivaUe, rintoleraj^^* ind«Qirmna)>Ic grief, .aafl 

Aiifery^i^aod aitguilb. And fian}J.tb«flk.it^€p q^ 

.to iine f^gulacly, >And (aHe ^tbofe ,^oui^s 4¥biisb .|Wi)l 

makc.oke^bappyun^ SMd icnwrure^heoe, iJbi^c I wv 

afo^pe.til tJitts direy^Qgeancet ^ i»e,mfsp|etdy«««i 

iiofinitely ^bappy m.^1 fiieroiQr hero^fqsr ? :;tl|is.f;M^ 

^T.wUer.coutfi:* :i^hw ta.t8(%di!y loy. owfo. mw)^4f 

^carnal ibc^naMHfts* ipr>« iftart, .49^ Q«e 4iVMKs<b0ir 

VeryJhortra.tiiB^t{o.the.fiFf»lafH^:>d^(l^^ 4 

myfeif, hothJoulmd body, io^l. ..(jpfififidA then- 

^ . . fore, 



fbyt, O fhy *owfy ftul, ind btftir thyfetf now in 
tttne, whtef^by eo (^fevfeht'^ofe tot-coits, wtiich tlK)ii 
HHiR othet^Hc'be ftii^ tto <inder^o» tttid ctmft never 
liopte'to get rfd 6f, when onCc thou coMcftto fe^l the 
-#Cf^t bt ihttn. T^ke ♦waning whttft 'thou «rt ytft 
<ni tMsTidfethte'gnrre, and *niayft 'h«vc time^nd griwe 
to fove thyfelf, if it^bc not through thy own'^egl^or 
bbftm^cy tn ^finivhlt;. ^ItntgliA; 'to (hyfetf tht dokfdl 
•cafe t)f a condtftnVfa «tih*, alfc^y 'placed in *e 
fcgtotis \Q^aiktkfrds, ^ftMfe Mehinchoiftek fliodes of per- 
]peaial n*ght, *Wb«rt^ho day *ever dawrts, iiio4lght»tfver 
^rericsi^-; 'de^l-ll^d ttf liil^ ekeHM>lt)ft»n6'Md^6alurrt 
tyf Nfe, anU^fltfefi^ in'Mng, ^otrly tolle^MMh^ 
Ykdted'arfd ^drifiented 'with ^"frightful ^rcmcfribrwicc 
Hkf his Ov^^guilt and foHy, piecing hhti- like a^aggor 
^ttiie'Rtift, iM fifo^rddai'tetcforrep^ntanee. Imagine 
Tiifai *dholding *fe ^loiy rfnd^fi^Hcityor tho'Weffed; 
T4teil)fg Wifeh'frf^ dttheit liapiMrt^rs, and 'leamig 4iim- 
fcff for 'arAgtrilSi'and vc**tidn, Whisn *c>efleas upon 
HM^hat 'his 'htisi Idft,' purely' f6r the filleeOf his 'bmtffli 
lulls, ^hdMiii^foi^lepaffitMis, for'thofe ^foresof 
fin which i^fcre'Hjtit *fiir a inOnfieM, *Ut *cir>whieh 'he 
ititft' now pay deair for e^cfrmore. Imagine %kn fiir- 
YherbitT^htirtg^he iftmtpMh of his 'pakte, -ihe^M^ffl^e 
imftiings 6f »(haf *fifit aridtiritrfftone, whtjfwn he incef- 
lahdy fengtkTfiics, "afti^ttie nn^^lrce-of the details dtf- 
chafgmg-ttteirlftify^WpGm'biiB, andplagulng arfd^tor- 
Wientinrg^hitn^ich'fchc*u!mbft Vh4l(*nce. Itnagific Inm 
wee '*l10^e tut eWffldm till iiope^ '*edfefs, lor as n^ 
only to be thus infinitely tortured at prefent, butto^^be 
aflfured beyond all doubt, that thefe his tortures fhall 
perpetually harrafs him through a long eternity. 
Imagine the (inner, I fay, irrecoverably plunged in 
this excefs of unfpeakable mifery, and fee if all the 
glory of the world can censpc thee to change con- 
dition with him but for one hour. If not, what 
defperate phrenzy mufl that be, that can with*hold thee 
from taking all the care that may be, to fave thyfelf 
from fuch infupportable, and yet irreparable deflruc- 
. > w .' tion? 



tion ? Can I fuffer myfelf to be thougfaclds and 
concerned, when upon the brink of this boczooti 
aby fs of pains and (brrows^ and each moment in daop 
of dropping into it i No. Far be it from me lo te 
tray fuch an excefs of the moft unaccountable fo% 
fuch an unpardonable inftance of the mofk deftruda 
enmity to my own foul. On the other hand, I ri 
begin to confider in time, and will ufe my mnd 
diligence to guard againft that place of tornxms^ia^ 
procure an inheritance among all them which arefsKBifa, 
I will make it my bufiaefs to keep within chatwnt 
wi^ that kaietb unto life\ wX\ ftrx%x ioentefmi 
the ftreigbt gate^ chough I tug hard to get thmqg^; 
will do or fufier whatever it Ihall plede Godi 
require of me, or lay upon me \ and wiB ^ 
highly thankful, if I can at laft be carried m 
Heaven, tho* it were in a chariot of fire. Wcl(W 
iighs and tears, welcome whatever penances my R- 
ligion can impofe upon me, whatever terron tk 
world can threaten me with, whatever pains I caab 
at in God's fervice! welcome all chat can b^oe 
for my Saviour's fake, who tndured the arefs^ adk- 
fpifed tbejbame^ for me ! I will watch and pray, fi 
deny myfelf, and mortify the fleih, and do my befte 
proceed from grace to grace. And may it pkifc 
the good and gracious God, that grace mayatbl 
have its completion in glory, through Jefus Cbriftoar 
Lord! To whom with the Father^ and the W^ 
Ghoft, be all honour and praife, world withottccni 
Amen, 
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Mf Kfolce jhaU sbau beat betimes^ Lord: Early in the 
morning mil I direH my pra^yor unto tbecy and wiU 
look np. Kal. v. 3. 

hfy hope bath been in tbee^ O Lord: Tbove Jaid^ Tbou 
art my God. Pfal. xxxi. 16* 

Hear nuj Jjord\ for tby hving-^kindnefi is comfortable: 
turn tbee unto me according to tbe multitude of tbj 
mercies. PfaU Ixix. 17. 
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Proper 

r R A Y E R s 

i O R t H, E 

tJSE of the SICK. 

. ^ l*rj;fpr for it be Sick^' ^ben Jirfi taHeti ilf. 

L 

Almighty Lord of heaven and earth, who 
' giveic lite, and healthy and all other blcfllngs, 
and recalled th?m as it pleafes thee, I defire 
6 behold thy hand in every thing that befals me, that 
ander all thy difpenfations I may look up to thee^ the 
fVtithor of them, and may ftudy to improve them to 
;hy glory. And, now that I find myfelf difcolnpofed^ 
ind iicknefs has already taken hold of me, I imme- 
diately fly to thy almighty power, and .un^e^kalplo 
goodnefs, for relief. And do not thoii refale to hear 
mc> wheni call upon thee. Give me grace to acgount 
of my diilemper as thy fatherly vifuation, and to 
hearken both to the rod» and him that has appointed 
it y and not only to bear thy chafttfement with pati- 
tnce and fubmifllon^' but to feek, that I may be made 
D d 2 better 
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better by it ; to inquire into the end for wludi itcoi 
and faithfully endeavour to anfwcr riiy dcfigoi 
As it is a fcourge for my fins. Ice it alio be iokI 
them ; fo effedualiy awakening my foul to ian\ 
pleafe thee, as that I may no mone return to fdljii 
ever allow myfelf in what tends to thy dilbonov,! 
my own deftruAiim. Or, if death is to be ds^ 
of this my fickneis, lee me die the death of (kd 
teous, and let my laft end be like his-, ^^ 
leave this world as becomes a true diibtpfet^ 
bleOed Lord, with a fteady affiance in hb meU 
and an unconcemedneis for the things of dusftj 
unfeigned repentance for all my fins, and a ckd 
lefigoadon of my foul into tby hands, as itfi 
hac^ of a loving God; and merafol Fatfaerithn 
Jefus Chrift our Lord. Amen. 

II. 

lyiliver me, O Lord, if it be thy WdW^ 
*^ from my frefent want of health. Sm^'^^ 
met that it may be a means of working in ok^ 
is well-pleafing in thy fight, mortifying sO ^[ 
wickednefs in me, and raifing up my tbou^ 
aScAions toa better ftale, and making me oxNes 
than ever, upm approving mylelf to thee. tA 
good end being once accomplifiied, majr fc f 
thee to raifc me from my bed, and enable rpc » 
all my good purpofes ia executkin, to tftjr wjj 
and glory, and my own falvation, through our I' 
Jefus Chrift. Amen. 

III. 

15 U T, Lord, if 1 am not any longer to cod* 
•*-* here, grant me a fafc and an cafy p«fligf *? 
that death may be to me a blcffcd entrance tf^^^ 
heavenly kingdom. I am not fond of '«*» ^^ 
other end, but to ferve thee, and favc my own i^ 
But, if it may tend to either of thcfc vikh ^^ 
neither the enjoyment of my former fo""y^^ 
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(Irengtb, nor grace to make a fuitable improvement 
of it. And Whenever thou baft determined to tsdcc 
me hence, take me, I moft humbly beleech thee, into 
thy favoqr, through thy Son Jefus Chrift our Lord. 

IV. 
JAM thine, O Lord ; fave me, and Aiifer tne not 
-^ to be put to conf ufion ; but (it me for whatever 
thou deiigneft for me. Cleanfe and purge me Ax>m all 
corruption, take away. all my drofs, and renew a right 
fpirit within me. Try me, O God, and feek' the 
ground of my heart; prove me, and examine taiy 
thoughts : look well if there be any way of wicked^ 
hefs in me, and lead me in the way everlafting, throagb 
bur Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift. Amen. 

Upon /ending for the Mimjler to vifit the fick 
Per/on. 

I. 

A Lmighty and moft merciful Father, who of thy 
**• Divine Providence haft appointed an order of 
iofien to officiate in thy name, not only as thine 
embaffadbrs, to call upon people, and intreat them to 
he reconciled to ibee^ but moreover to make known thy 
Word and Will to them, to admioifter thy holy facra- 
ments, to be advocates to thee for them, and to^per* 
form all thofe offices, which are neceflary for building 
them up, in their moft holy faith ; let it not be in 
^in, that I have now fcnt to defire the good man's 
company and affiftance. All his endeavours without 
thee muft inevitably prove as nothing. Could he 
(peak with the tongue of men and angels, it were to 
no purpofe, unlefs thy blefling go along with what 
(half be delivered* Nor will all his Kind ofiices 
io me any fervice, if not accompanied with thy 
g;race. Hence I beg of thee, moft gracious God, 
:o be with bim^ and profper him, in all his under- 
Dd 3 takings 
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takifigs for (ny goo^. ppen hi$ inoutbj dittbl 
fpeak a word in leafoii. Hear all his prajEe^dil 
fl^dl pStx up for m^ \ and grspc me all the )j^^^ 
blefbhgs he fliall implore in my behalf. Ad 
mine ear^ likewife^ chat } may diily attend tp d 
ev^f he ffaall tdl me out of th^ law, and ^pofci, 
heait icar«Al)Iy and confcientioufly to perijn^ 
Ibfo^gb our U)r4 Jefw Chrift. jbm, 

¥ E T. thy Holy Spirit be pr^fcnt with hiiH M 
T^ bis kinSd iptendons, that (hey may prove (Pl 
for fitting and preparing gne for my laft gicat i« 
which cannot poflTibly be far p^ but may perw 
already at the door. It is thy own comipaotitfl 
inovfth of thy holy Apoftle, that, if oir/heM, kf 
^mr the di^s cf the churchy to frof ^yat iwj ■» 

promife, that the pt^cfftt: c/ 

^ be hath ctmmAtted fins^ 

and with a declaration ..^ , . ^^^ 

ferpeft fny^er jof tb$ righieaus nuok md mo&(xm 
l)9t the Icls, if he be (pcdicatcfi to holy min^ 
to tranladl matters betwixt thee and thy cbofci, f| 
(fA& much. In Qbpdicnfc to thy command, Ij^ 
ffftfi lent to* my proper paftor, the mwi^j^^ 
jfQrd and facramcnt^ an[iongft us, to cnn ta "i 
»b tpy gr?at ncccffity. And I ^^^ ^^"^^[^ 
thee, that, of thy wonted clemency and ff^ 
|hQU wilt cOfl.defcend to blefs our '"^fi"&/?r^ 
It fucfefsful to thofc weighty end? whereto it i^in^ 
ibrot^^h Jefus Chrift iwr Lord. Jf^> 

'^pon Appearance of, ttecoverj 

A Ltnighty and ever-blcffed Lord God, ffoc jjjj 
-f^ alone are the iflues of life and death, «f jl^Jj 
and malceft alive, bringcft to the grave, ^"^7!^ 
hack 9gain y I dcHre, with a heart fuH of ^^2 
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§mtitMdc» to proclaim thy grealt goodoefs towards 
me at this time. I praife cliee for tliv fedbnable cor- 
r^dioo» whereby to put me in ^ind o^ my natural 
frailty and mortality, to wean my ifledions from thik 
vain tranfitbry wodd, and to put me upon th6 n^ori 
dUlfi^nt preparation of myfelf K>t- another dhd a better. 
9Ieil^ be tiiy Name, that chbu didlt not immediately^ 
cut me off without warning, ^s thbu hiighteft juftly 
ha vie, done; ah^ not only had allowed (tieafpao-of 
reflei^ibn, whereby to get my foul into the fitter 
poftufie for appearing before thy dreadful tribunal, 
but how givcft me ho^sof a fpice to reduce my' 
holy purpofes and refolutions into prafUce. M&y it 
leem good in thy fight, to perfect that recovery thou 
feemeit to have begun in tne, and to grant me a 
longer continuance bete ; not for the gratification of 
ai^y worldly or fenAial inclinations or af^dlioiis in nle; 
but to the end that, by good in^provement of the timte 
thou (halt allow me, I may obtain a completer con- 
quefl: over ail fort of vice and wickednefs, and a 
greater readiiiels to the performance of my duty to 
thee ; may cleanfe myfelf from all fikhinefs of fielh 
and fpirit: and may perfect holinefs in chy fear> 
through Jefus Chrift our Lord, jimen. 

IL 
A S my fole dependence is upon thee, O Lord, and 
*^ all my hopes of health ace from thee alone, fo I 
acknowledge all my fervices to be du^ to thee, and 
that I muft leave myfelf without excufe, if I do not 
carefully employ all the time thou (halt afford me in 
this worldi to thy honour and glory. Do thou there- 
fore incline my heart to have a conftant refpefl to this 
great end of my living here, that I may not trifle 
away the life thou givefl: me, for working out my 
falvation,, much lefs mif-fpend it irt any vicious or 
iinful courfe, but that I may behave myfelf always as 
in thy prefence, and as remembering the great account 
\ muft one day give up to thee, and I know not how 
Dd 4 foon. 
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?oon. Grant it may be tny daily ftqdy, to be |^ 
fuch rcadinefs for liny latter end, that it may oewr 
find pc pqprovided for it. At this time faqdtfy^ 1 
befcecb tbce, ipy prefcnt pon^ition to me j and ^ 
me grace to make a right ufe of tfiis. and al| mcT 
thy difppnf4tion$; that, if it fliall be thy good pfai^ 
fwrc to rcftore pip to cpy fortpcr hcs^h, \ oiay |epd| 
the rcfiduc pf my life in thy fe^r, and tp thy gltey; 
or elfe give me gr^ce fo to take thy vifltation, tmtt, 
after this painful life ended, I may dwell with tlieo 
in life evcrlafting, thrp«gb Jcfus Chr}ft ©ur {xiid, 

LORD, I pr»7 thee, that thy grace ra«y always 
prevent and follow me, and make me cootinu- 
ally to be g^ven to all good works, thrQVgh Jcfus 
pbrift our Lord. Jmen. 

Upon (I J^eccv^y ffom Skknefs^ 

I. 

OHoly and moft gracious Lord God, who art in- 
finitely good to them that put their emit ii^ 
^hep •, I have not only learned by the hearing of 
the car, but my own late, bcfidcs former experience^ 
has taught me, that thou art abundant in goodnefs 
and mercy. It is in thee I live, move, and have nay 
^)cing, And thqy haft in a particular manner cic- 
prcfTcd thy lov^ tp nie, in lifting me up from the 
gates of death. Thou haft brought my foul from the 
grave-, anc^ h^ft kept me alive, that \ ftiould not gq 
down intq the pit. For thi5, and all other thy un- 
dcicrved favours, for ?ver bleffed be thy holy Name. 
I earne(lly defire, that my heart may be duly afie&ed 
with a fenfe of thctn, and that I may never dare lo^ 
jjbufe fuch tranfcendcnt loving-kindnefs ; but what- 
cyer ^cngth thou addeft to riiy daj(s, fnay be filkl^• 
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: «11y > (pient ift obferving thy laws, and exalting thy 

'rraife. I am n^ade whole; make me alfo ftrifUy 

..atchful over myfelf, that 1 fin no more, left a worfe 

.Aing come unto me. Let the confideration of the 

j'^Si condition 1 have been in, have fuch influence 

,'lpon my mind, a$ that I may not dare to neglect, 

^r defer, any part of my duty, left I be fnatchcdaway 

r.ef^re it be finilhed. I know not how foon I may be 

'j^aced to the fame, or a worfe eftate, when I fhall 

^« able to do very little for myfelf. Caufe me there- 

JoTC to tak? care in time, to make my calling and 

leAipn fure, that fuch a vifitation may be no furprize 

o me, nor may be able to terrify me with the dread 

>f an unhappy death. As thou haft given me a fpace 

•or amendment, give me moreover a heart carefully 

t&o amend whatfoever is amifs in me. Make me always 

^mindful how frail I am, and how unable to ftand the 

Aiock of another ficknefs, whenfoever thou fhalt fend 

it, and to apply myfelf in the mean time to do 

vfhat it may be t)ien too late to wifh I had done, Lee 

uiib one fin ever have dominion over me, nor any- 

temptation prevail againft nie, or render me in any 

i^ife regardlefs of the indifpenfable obligations I iland 

in to thee, my moft loving Saviour and Deliverer. 

t "Work in me both to will, and to do, of thy good 

' pleafure. And, whilft thou feeft fit to continue me 

' here, let every day thou addeft to my life, bring me 

' a ftep nearer to the fruition of thine everlafting glory. 

' Orant this, O Father, for Jcfus Chrift*s fake, our 

^ Qnly Mediator and Red^emert /ifien. 

n. 

Bl^ESS the Lord, O my foul, and forget not all 
his benefits ; who redeemeth thy life from de« 
' ftruftion, and crowneth thee with mercy and loving - 
kindhefs. ] called upon the Lord in my diftrefs, and 
thou heardeft me, and anfweredft my requeft. Thou 
jiaft inclined thine ear to m^, and art become my laU 
T9nQQ«! M^y ipy mouth be alwaya filled with thy 

praifc \ 
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pratfe! ttd may nj gratitode ^Mher Amt fMi 
icreilf» by an wiverftl^obedieDoeio thy pmriltSy dm^ 
JefiiQ Chrift ow L|Qr4 ( j^en. 

III. 

TQ the hlcfibd and only Potentate, the King of 
kings, and Ifird of lords, who only liach im^ 
mortality, dwelling in that light which no maa can 
approach unto, whom no man nath feen, nor can fce» 
l;e hqnour and power everlafting. Jnxai^ 

JJpon fending for the Bbyfidan. 

r\ Moft gracious Lord God, on whom is all mf 
^^ dependence, an4 of whofe abundant mercy it ia 
that I am now in the land of the living, though ac 
prefcnt in a weak and languifliing condition [or^ 
though at prefcnt fiizid wtb Jicknefi^ \ fuccour and re- 
lievt; me for thy mercies fake. I am defiroi^ to niako 
nfe of fuch means as, thou haft appointed, in order 
Xfi a rccpveryi^ tb^t I may not feem any way to lUg^c 
that life thou haft.condefccnded to beftow upon me^ 
afid hUherto to continue to me, And, forafmuch as 
thou haft ordained the phyikian for the benefit of 
thofe who languiih under any bodily diftemper, I 
have re(olv'4 to try his ils;iil in order to a cure, fim 
my chief hope is in thee : O be thou nny helper i^ foTj^ 
without thee, vain is the help of man. Pireft thy 
fervant to what may be proper for my cafe ; and 1^ 
thy bleOiog accompany his prefcriptions, and give 
(uccefs to them. All the moft efficacious methods 
of cure are nothing of themfelvcs, nor can work far-. 
Cher than thou impowereft them* To thee therefore 
I addrefs myfelf for thy concurrence with them. It 
is but with thee to fpeak the word, and thy fervani 
(hall be healed. Qb may it pleafe thee lo Ifiue out 
thy command, and it (ball not be in vain, thas I an 
about to ufe the floeans that fiiali be di^e^d« But 
newr permit me to put my truft in wha^tToevcr medi- 
oine, bus o^ly in thy bl^iag^ wkhout which, al^ 

infecjior 



inferior afl^Mce v^ bt fbiitid ef iio advantage. 
Thou anthb grc^tt Phj^an, that alone can^ efict^u- 
fiHy ttmow tM mj mahuiieQ: and all other belp3 
are bqt hUtruifieDa ia tby-hand^ that work according 
(o thy gpod pkafere. Be ehou with me, to guide 
and a(Hift» to ole& and prpfper them, to thine oira 
^lory, and the welfare oi thine unworthy fervant, 
who heiT iTMJft humbly fues to thee for pity, through 
Jefus Chrtft our Lord. Amen. 

t\ Lord) the Father of mercies, and Qod of ail 
^^ conlblatibn, ouj only help in tinne of need \ \ 
moft humbly fupplicate thy fayoiir to thy faithful 
iervant lat>ourin^ under thy correflion. Lay no 
^bre updn me, than thou wHt enable me to bear^ 
Confider my feeble mortal conftitution, and prpppr- 
tion my diftemper to my ilrength, that I may know 
bow to bear it with a true Cnrittian patience, and 
rcfignation to thy pjvine Will. Hear my complaintgj^ 
^ndVemove the caufe of thepi, a$ fhall feem to thee 
moft expedient for me. Give a blelTing to what I 
now take, in order to a recovery of my loft health. 
Be thou my chief Phyfici* ; for thy diredlion cannot 
rail me. And, feeing I put my whole truft in chee» 
Touchfafe, of thy great mercy, to admii;iftcr to me in 
my oeceflicy, and co grant me eafe, and comfort, and 
j^ealth here in this world, and to fit me for everlaft* 
ifig life with thee, and thy holy angels and faints, in 
^he world to C9me, through our Lord ^efus Chrift. 

When ghcn over by tbe Pbjfician. > 

\^ 

A Lmighty aqd eyerlafting God, whofe I am, and 
v** * whofe laws I ought to have faithfully obeyed, 
but have moft vilely tranfgrefled them, throughout 
tf\j whole Kit \ for ^efe my abominations, of what- 
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ever fort^ I defire to humUe myfelf before tfaee Jo 
the moft fabmilfive manner [or, * ^xA^b I ham bmr- 
fify defired to ftroe with reverence mid ffdfy fiar ^ tkf 
1 am grieved t$ ibink with what great weaknefs and fm» 
perfeaUn 1 have dame U ; tbefe mj f allies 1 4ameMi 
and bewail brfere thee : and nmcb mare my greffir fins 
and iniquiiies^ whereby t have Ingbfy provoked Au 
agaifffi my own foul]. I heartily deteft and rmotiace 
them all, moft humbly befeecbing. thee not to caft 
me ofF by reafon of them. Hearken not to their cry 
againft me, but to my bldled SaWour's interceflkxi 
£E>r me. Walh them ^11 away with his mod precious 
blood, that they may neither appear againft aie to 
iny (hame and forrow here in this world, nor to my 
eternal condemnation In the other, Confider iny coo* 
trition, accept my tears, alTwage my pain, as flull 
feem to thee moft expedient for me. And, forafcnUch 
as I put my full truft only in thy mercy, impuce not 
to me my former tranfgreflions ; but ur^gthe^ me 
with thy blefTed Spirit, and, wbenfoev<;r thou art 
^leafed to. take me benqe, take me unto thy favour, 
through the merits of thy dearly beloved Son Jcfus 
Chrift our Lord. Jmen^ 

II. 

S Being the phyHci^ has already paft his fentence, 
and 1 have no farther expedation or hope of be- 
nefit by his miniftry i and confequenttv am to look 
lipon myfelf as no Ion«r deHgn'd for this world % I 
with the profoundeft humility intreat thy pity, O 
Lord, in order to the other. And fince there remains 
no probable means of cure for my body, do thou 
condefcend to take my Tick foul into thy hands, and 
cure it of all the guilt that lies fo heavy upon it, and 
ib fadly overwhelms me wi(h (hame and forrow. I 
exceedbgty lament- my own folly and wkrkednefs, 
and am confounded at the thought of it ^ which pierces 
me to the quick, and fills my foul with the deepeft 
remorfe and terror. In thee alone is my help, and 

in 
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id thy boundlefs mercy and compaflion. Sparc me» 
good Lord, I befccch thee, and, though mod highly 
provoked, be in tny bleflfed Saviour moft gracioufly 
reconciled to me. For his fake pardon all my fins, 
and fave me for thy mercies fake. If thou wilt^ tbM 
eanft raife me up^ and grant me a longer continuana 
here. But, forafmuch as in all apj)earance the time 
of my difiblucion drawcth near, beftow upon me thofe 
holy and heavenly qualifications, which may fie me 
for my approaching change. Gather every root of 
bitcernefs out of my mind. Reicue me from the 
power, and defend me againft all the wiles, of the 
devil. Mortify all the remainder of the old man ia 
mt\ and renew me perfedly in the inward man. 
Quicken, improve, and increafe every fpark of grace 
chat is in me ; and make me to be fuch, before thou 
calieft me hence, as I defire to be thenceforward to 
all eternity, thro* Jefus Chrift our bkfled Lord and 
Saviour. Amen. 

IIL 

JAM coming to thee, fweet Jefu: open thine arms 
^ to receive me gracioufly. Thou haft purcha&d 

Y me to thyfelf ^ funer me not to fall fhort of air that 
happinefs thou diedft to procure foe me. Withdraw 
not thy mercy from me at my laft hour, when I have 
the greaeeft need of it, and muft be everlaftingly 

, ruined without it. Let not the enemy have any ad* 
vantage againft me in my extremity, nor the wicked 

. approach to hurt me. Give thy holy angels charge 
over me, that chey may condudl me fafely through the 
valley of death, and bring me to thine everlaftiog 

. kingdom ^ that there I may fing incefifanc hallelujahs, 
with the biclled choir of faints and angels for ever- 

. mdre* Ainen. 

IV. 

O Lefled God, merciful and gracious. What great 

" thiitg? haft thou {nepared for .them chat love 

'-thee; (Sdi as eye has not feen, nor ear heard, and 

it 



h has not enteml int0 the heart of nuui w ooqcMieei 
Oh that I may be admitted to tafte of fucb iocoo- 
parable bleffednefs I It will be a h^(^ excbanniibf^ 
me to leave this world, and ail its meaa, tra^otj 
enjoyments, for the ineftimable glories thi&t are pm- 
mifed at thy right-haUd : in firm hope and eJtpefta- 
tion whereof^ I commend iny foul into thy hands, 
O Lord, thou God of truth, jtmm. Even foi opme^ 
Lord Jefus. 

When he apprehends himfelf about to tflpfat. 

TJASHE tbeiy O Lari^ to Jekwr me. In ibee^ 
^^ L(frd Jefus Gbrlft^ my mq/i mtrdfiU Savimr^ md 
mbf BjdumTy in thee alom is M 99 tfru^i itf mt 
mver be ccnfmidid. Obmfedjejk^ I fwt to iUt fw 
menyi mercy,^ Lord^ m!d for^venefs of mg Jbu^ is 
what I mofi humbly hgt of thei, OCMIt^favime. 
Godjbe Raber^ Son, mdHofyGb^i O Ifofy, U^U^ 
Md glorious Trinity^ Three Perfous^ m/ Ofu God^ bene 
mercy upon me. Receive u^foul into thy hmdsi And 
for thy mercies fake f late it injby hMvenfy iitigebm^ 
MfOf^ thy bofy a^eU^ and bk£U f^ & Lord, bom 
me, aid be mercifiil to me. Into tby bands I iwmn^mi 
niy f^t% for thou hafi reebemod mo, Q Lorti^ Am 
G0d of truthi Ameh, O Lofd^ Amett. 

For tbdfe about tbi Ski Porfin. 

AS thou, O God, art infinitely gradoos to thy 
^^ poor creatutts, c&ntitiaally mukiplyiogdiy lovfc- 
Ing'kindneflSrs towards w from day to day, and finalii 
year to year, and haft retjuired of us to be loiHn^atfd 
kind to each other^ aoddeOre cfUr ndghboui^s wd* 
fare as our •Wn i irtuk humble imitadontif tUa thy 
goodnefs, and obedience t6 thy cottitfiaifd, t bereb^ 
leave to fupplicate thy favour in behalf of all tbcife 
who auend about my bed^or have ih any refped the 
trouble of al^fting^mi;,. now that] kjsQW not how to 
take^care of myfe^. Rccompeofc thtm^ OLocdi all 

the 
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I the good tfcat they have done for fne« Be with thetn 
ii whenfocver they ftiaH comeoo be in the lame help- 
i Jefs condition they now fee me in ; and furniflt- them 
I at that time with fuch tender^beartsed and careful 
u friends, fuch afFedtionate gelations, and fuch affiftanee 
\\ of all kindS} thac they may not want any of thofe 
I BcoKfliry helps*, which I have received fram theiii. 
\ And, in the^nmui time,, grant thai» by feeing q^e in this 
helplefs weakeftafiei tbay mayrbe fo effedusdijf* admcH- 
niflied o£ their onvn. morulicy^ that they may learii 
^ forthwith to apply themfelves to the working Qut their 
I, (alvacioii; witkcare^apd dilig^n<^> and fo mayr be al^ 
I ¥iay;s prepanod for fickitefe art deaths whenfoevei? thou 
ifadt;lend eifiherof tbem, Thia I beg for them all, 
I througfa. Je&8 Chrift oujr Lord^ and only Saviour^ 



For bk family and Relations. 

h 
f\ Lord God Almighty t. who dwelleft in the higheft 
*^^ HiBrCQftiaiidijiethumblftfttbyi^ftobebDl^thv 
rlvorthkfa ctcsturtt: here below^ and difpenfeft ' thiy 
bleflingstainang tfaem^ at fcomt belt to^ (hina. infinite 
iMldom;. I.pn^^thcc. fon^ tbe;Oonftant experience I 
have bad of: cfay- great gpodneft to me all my Kfe 
long; Audi ttom^^t lam going the way of all fkih, 
auid muft be fpcsdily gathered' to my fathers, I not 
ody dfifire: to ifMun^ la >n>y;laft breath) a tluinkfuL 
vemembranoeL ofi tfabn thy loviiig'kindn^ai but beg 
Iiben7;ajfa«t<iht famttifmrto ioitrcfdewith thee» for 
Chofel'Jeaw bdiiBd2aie^.f(Qir[my:wife and children, 
and DthecJJimjr ncaar/aiid dear iiBlation$. . Take i|hem, 
all Jnto tfa^ pfoteftkaii and adminiftcr to? them all 
thingai4iaKtainfaig.tt>ilife and godliixft. [.3e a Father 
to the fatherlels, and a Huiband to the widow.] AH 
thdr wants ace opeato thy knowledge ; let them be 
fUpplied bjp- thy power and'goodneft. Keep thena nis 
^L^ "^ — i^.c.rf. Li.€^^ ;-L._^^ Pttfcrve-thcm under' the 

and^ kt no* evil coMe* nigh 

their 



the'/a^pW'bf:^ tpbc eye. 
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their dwtUtiig. Thy bldBog is inoompanbtf tk 
moft defirabie portion I cap leave them ; lee not that 
be wantii^ to ch^m. But beftow upon them, I b^ 
feech thee, all blcflingi fpiritual and temporal in 
Cbrift Jefus. Amen. 

IL 
LESS them in their bodies^ and bleis them ia 
their fouls \ blefs them in the bi^ket, and in the 
fiore, in theii going out, and in their coming io, and 
all that they put their hands unto. But, above all, Uds 
them with the choiceft fpiritual blelfings, with a 
pure heart, and a found mind i with a contempt of 
the world, and a fure truft in theei with a gtsaeM 
fenfe of thy kindnefs, and a foul full o£ love ; widi 
a knowledge of thy will, and a care to perform iti 
with the afliftance of thy Spirit, and life everlaftag» 
through Jefus Chriil thy Son our Lord« Jmau 

When mder any ftrtmg l^emptatian. 

I. 

O Heavenly and moft merciful Father, t dioft bum^ 
bly befeech thee, for thy Son's fake, Jefus ChriS 
our Lord, have mercy upon me, and fucoour me io 
thefe terrible aflkulcs and temptations of die devil. 
Dclivo* my foal from alt his power and oraft** Send 
me ftrength from above, that I may retain my ieut^ 
grity, may refift the enemy, and ftand fledtfaft ia 
this day ctf trial. Be thou my ftrong^rock, and cafifc 
of defence; that, being preferved^thvoti^ thy gnn 
and afliftance, I may continue as I have promifed, 
and as thou mayeft juftly expeft me to be, tby £udi- 
ful fotdier and fervant unto my Kfe's end; This I 
beg, O Lord, through the merits, and for die fab^ 
of thy dear Son jefus Chrift oor Loid. jimm. 

IL 

EAR me, O Lord % for thy loving-kindnds t 
comfortable. Turn thee uoto me according ti 
the multitude of tby mercies^ and lude not tKy iao 

ftoi 
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lorn thy fervant^ when I am. iD Ch>uWe» Oh hafte 
kee, and hear me; draw nigh un» my foul, and 
W9^ ic \ deitvor* me from my fubdie and outrageous 

r* lemy. O Lord my God, lighten mine eyes, thiuc 
fleep not tn death v left mine enemy fay, 1 have pre«- 
rauled againfl: him. - If I brcaft down^. they that 
aroutile me will rgoioe at it. But my truft is in thy 
rtievcy^ and my hovt it joyfui in tby^ialvarion : Oh 
ncTcr be wanting, to me \ but hearken to my peutton^ 
and hear me at all times t.. but more elpecially in this 
my prefent confliA wtcb the grand deftrayer of fouls 1 
and ghre me canfeito prabfe and magnify thy name» 
O Lord my God, tet ever and ever. Amm. 

III. 

C\ God, who knoweft me to be iet in the midd 
^ of fo many and great dangers, that, by reafon of 
the frailty of my nature, I cannot always ftand up-^ 
Tight \ grant me fuch ftiength and .protoflion as may 
fupport me in all dangers, and carry me through all 
txmpations, thro' Jefua Chrift our Lord. Amn. 

WHen tempted to Prefumptton. 

A Lmighty and mod righteous God, who fearcheft 
-rS the hearts^ and tricft the rcins» and rendcreft to 
every one according to his doings ) take pity upon 
me a guilty (inner, and fufFcr me noc to prefume upon 
thy mercy, whiift I retain an affedion for any kind of 
iin. I know chy clemency and compaflion are infi- 
nite, and thou art always ready to embrace a return* 
ing'prodigal : and I cannot therefore doubt of thy 
pardon, were I duly qualified for it. But my only 
danger is, left my fins have made too great a fepa- 
ration bo^txc thee and thy poor creature, for me to 
hope any longer for thy favour. Wherefore I humbly 
pray thee, to difcovef me truly to myfcif ; and if 
there \x, any way -of wickednefs yet remaining in me, 
purge it away, that I may be a fit object of thy fa- 
therly commiferation. Permit me not to encourage 
. . E c myfcif 
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myftlf 11) a giouiidkis reliance upon thy favour;. vAiA 
in the meao tiiM I am rmlly unqualified for k. Bk 
ttach tne ftrioufly and impardallj to examine mf 
lieart and ways^ befwe I venture to pfi lo eafy ffl» 
tence u^n myiilf. Let not thy patience t» me hi* 
iherto work in aae an cxpeftaiJion of future happmi^ 
upon any other cerint than thofe of the Go^ 1 chat 
fe I may be induced id ftudy^ how moft cfieOuafty 
10 make my odling and elcSJon fure $ and to dua 
end may fet myfeU, confetenchioily and uoiverfad^ 
to obfenre thy commandments att the daya of nay 
life. Help me to reform all that is amifs m nne» and 
to make fucfa a progrsfa in hcMnefr, as that I maf 
fafely depend upon thy mercy and kindnefs to nx^ 
here in this world, and may be for ever happy with 
thee in the other, though the merits of JefuaLGhrijI 
my only Saviour and Redeemer. Jmen." 

When inetinMe ia DeJ^mr. 

O Almighty Lord God, the Father of our LoM 
Jelus Chrift, and in htm of at! thy faithful ftr- 
vants; I am afliamed, and greatly confounded, to 
thipk chat 1 fhould feem in any wife to diftruft chy 
goodnefs, after I have had Aich abundanoe e apat fc a cg 
of it, and after all the gracious piDnHtt timi %ttt 
made, to thofe who aflc any thii^ according to fhf 
will. Yet I muft confefs, that fear, and a honMl 
dread, have taken hold of me, left my portion ibooM 
be amongfl the reprobates, who are to be pnnilbed 
with everlafting deftruAion fRHn the preTence of the 
Lord, and from the glory of his power. This tbombe 
ftrlkes me to the heart, and I am not able to bear up 
under the weight of it. Do thou tfaenefote foppoit 
me' with the comforts of thy Hdy Spirit, ^cak 
peace to my difconfolate foul, and affure oae, thob 
art reconciled to me in the Son of thy love; di^c 
<hou art my Sun and my Shield at prefent^ and wik 
1)e my exceeding great Reward hereafter. Foigiir 
thefe my doubts and fears \ and fo difpofe uoy mmd, 

and 



^d cbtArm thj tr^ in ther» :|ii that a.irmMn^^^n^ 
pf rp]f (ins may n^Ver hy:\it\^ me tp de^aif of ti\jn 
kiqdncftj buti oo thcothcrhand, owy 4fiiye piptQ jm 
Saviour to fuie for bis ioterce£(49n in my bei>^lfj ^p^ 
fnay put me upon an indc&pgable a^tt^n^anq: qpoff 
my dutys whwfey to capaci^jc roc iipir a %e fjour 
fidienci: in his all-fufficiRnf fjjprits aud ti^edi^pli, 
Do not only pardon all my tranfgrefiions for his fak^, 
that fo I may be for crpf happy in thy heavenly 
l|ci(^?iQm» but convince me, in the ipeao nqpp, (haf 
thoM haft done ir^ for piy fatisfaAion and cpqifart; 
whilll I remain here below, I Jpqk upon it a^ one q^ 
Satan's ftrataggmji^, tq put mc out of he^rt,. tjiac l^ 
Ipiiy piwyent my carneu endeavours, to pJf afe thee? 
po tnpu therefore enable qe to r^jeft t^ij^ aufi alj 
otbg- \iis mQtion^ aiyt (o to beta]ki: inyielf to tbef 
for rcH$f^ and fo to obferve thy hol^ ja^w^, ^ th^ 
(ban mayeft caufe (by face tq (hint gFacioufly ^Jp^ 
iQp* and make mc tp nqoice in thjr f^yopj:^ \pQth tiqyf 
W^^yermorct thro' Jcfus Chfitt Qur J^Rrd, A/;^ , 

Wf^£en Weak and Languijhing* 

O Merciful Gcid> whp^ for the (ins of man, dUii 
fepd ^ieath into the world* ^ fickn^fs in ordejc 
to k% behold iny. weak ?nd languifhipg eftate^ ^n4 
^3^end thy piicy to me. ThoM vKft how Iptv a con^ 
diDOo I a/n reduced tp \ apd what wHl bccoipe o£ 
fie, noqe be(ides thee knows. But thou arc a God^i 
wb9 art fjull of mercy and qompafiion \ and hafl: di* 
te^b^d mc to oaU upon thee in the day of croubici 
Thl^ cqC9ur^gp$ me to cry to thee now for help, 

E' ;a I ^ nojc able to help myfelf^ Let me, O 
rd^ fp^. tbq love of a tender Father, in aJl thy 
Iffigs with cnc^ and inare particularly in this 
^ei:c|i$ of my pacienox, I do not repine at it» but 
i^owlfflj^t t^ thy ^aife, that my Tips have loudly 
59llf4j^W). fiQ$l thaL(bou, of very faithfolnefs, baft 
£ c 2 caufea 
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eiufed me to be troubled. Let thls^'cwilffl^cM 
imke me truly lenfible of thy knidnefs, and tuA tidff 
contented^ but thankful for fuch thy Jpr oceedfiig^ .^' 
waidi me, in hope that tlie Ikknefs of my'bojSf 
teay be for the health of my^ (biliU and may b^'X 
theahs of promoting my falvatibn. in the great Jot 
of account, throujgh our Lord Jefus Chrift. /AMu 

ir. 

OLord, thou knoweft the frailty of my nacnrrf 
conftitution, and how unfit I am to CtioSUOfi 
with a long difeafe ; be intreated to confider 'my uh 
firmity, and, in thy due rime, to relieve me ; left mf 
patience be at lenjgth tired out, and To I fall under 
thy heavy dirpleafure. Be not extreme to mark whtf 
I have done amifs : but in the midft of judgment le* 
member mercy, and make me glad with the joy or 
thy countenance. I am intirely at thy difpofal ; caufe 
all things to work together for. my good, that whe- 
ther by life, or death, I may glorify thy holy'NUn^ 
through Jefus Chrift thy Son our Lord.. ^Imm. 

When troubled mtb acute Pains. 

OBlefled God, juft and holy, who doeft qqpt «& 
flt£i willingly, nor grieve the children of ii^p^ 
with-hold not thy afliftance from me in this my ibarp 
and dolorous condition. Thine arrows ftick faft in 
me; and thy hand prefleth me fore. ' I am made to 
pol&fs [months, or\ days of vanity, and wdlrifotne 
nights are appointed to me. When f lie down^"'! 
fay. When (hall I arife, and the night be gone? And 
I am full of tofling to and fro unco the dawning of 
the day. I am feeble and fore fmitcen \ I have roared 
ior the very difquietnefs of my heart. My ibitowa 
are inlarged, my wound is great, and my ioul is fuH 
of trouble. And I have none to feck to for a mid- 
jgation of my pains, but to thee, O Lord. I freely' 
own my fufierings to be far lefs then Ihavetfelerved; 
and that they have not been far worfe than tfaey art^ 
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is^{>ur^«| thy goodnefii Buc,yec» fincc they picfm 
iMpi^ apd are beoonie altnoft loo hard for: me- to 
Kar» I ^m forced: capaU ti> thee for aid 1 befeecbing 
ibae HOC cq. ptmUb me accorduig to miae lAiquitirs 
rat; to^fpare rae.for itby oiercica Jake. . £odtlc mt 
vifh tba$ .patiep«», iv^bicb (pay anaUe me readily la 
pbmtc ta (hf chaft^iemoit^ a^ that hearty; repent*- 
iOQc for. all my* fio^, w^MCh may, iovite ihee to put an 
rndr to. my corrediofi ; Jajhtip. mOre upoa me» chan 
hou w^j^icapactrate.metikbfan My foul melteth' 
^4ff.<fo|f(y^ b«ivioei4:i wi\)fort;ibauime) and let 
hy>l<¥Wft^niei'^cQnia I0it9;fne, O. Laid, acQordiog 
l?&Ahy.5NSpr^ H<ar my moftj humble iupfdicatiqiii 
^S^^ky^ f^ ^y lp«ipg-kindiie& y wA quicken me. aa^ 
bfM^ianiiiwac. Cp^inue me under, thy rod, onlyifo: 
m»mii N fcr ^is^igtery^ ,and my.QWlv aidvatttagc*. 
^s|i^^)K>i4 tQjma w.hilft IfetliihcrmaKof at, 4nd 
[[n..fifKu{e.fo, grpw^;and ligh by reaibo .of ic,; aod; 
vhen its work iball be once done, (and oh that it 
nay not be long in doing !) removeit from me, and 
(ive^ aie:.a fred] occaQon. to rqotQe in thy favin^ 
l|ji|ci¥, through Jefu9^Qbtift:0{ir blefied.Lord aha 
Sa:vMur« Ama. .. .♦'. .1; *,'-■.'( 

, J ^ Vpon ^fatemcttt of Pdiii^ ' • 

r\ Giirerjthanks uncp the Lord ; fpr ipe is gracknis^i 
^ ^ h|s mercy endoreth for ever^ I caHed upo^ 
he Lord in my neceflicy, and he hath heaid me,, aad> 
;ran.(ed»a<i«laxafikHiot my-pains. £veq aa.a father» 
:aciah.his own^childfen, fois fhe Lprd merciful unto 
hem thaF fea% hipi. .jtfe/knoweth :whefeof we aro 
padej ,be reqiemtjr^^ l^t ;vc are rbut duft^ aod; 
annof fub^fr, nwchr^jkff e^Joy jaa; jcomfoiit pr eafe*] 
yuh9U^. ^}$ good Broviof Ace taking care of ms. Blefled/ 
^. thy ,t)if9)e,'0 graciqiH* Gpd, aod may my fouU^ 
lod all thac is ^icbin me^Jaud and praifc chee^t for the; 
x>{nfQrtal)le change i jfeel in myfelf^ apd the eafe and* 
^rplhmeflt^.fhoM Jia(i granted nvsi.iThe for)[ows of. 
ny<bfi)nt. wcr^ m)arg^j but now it is far otberwifc! 
* Ec 3 with 




frith tiKi Thofa birft, iii » gfttt taafdii t nj| | Ml ta 
Mttof my trtvaMei f^hH 1% l»i|in«]rli^1te^lg9 
loraM <mi td ttukt >mf fb^aiAt 1ft thfl. 
A^ I ««iuni unc9%lD»i O idbtdi' llfr ill dM 
thfit tboq hs4 done liotb «)e ft ^l f/^pt!^ cM 
«f AfMoioiiv' and witl eall ijtita the iMni 4jf 

i/teA wiMtuxl <aifi «bte.k «iil UtOffiff tlHf ^M«IV tW 

ytiv fahr^tioH ma day »' day. Wh^Ifit^^ 
] (>i«iirt thr;H»4 }-)«», ttlMttM ! lurtl^Ai); MMl 
I wiH ftt% pnMks to,thfe0k O 60d{ Mtf ^'tliy-dP 
veft I i»M ialwtt^ ^pt ifljr iSftR. lA thek fbd ii|| 
itouchfafed iatthii ciifte^tieal 1b h^itmmk*^ 
Md I m\i (Oniftfatotly jo^il Hrhh ¥he rRureh fS^ il|-i^4 
(i«MMogy$ ^lory tietp tb«F\ttl<er, Md |o tflte|h& 
^ toctfe Noly 6h6ft| ai k «fiai 111 thfe teglMiw 
Uro«^;(|dd'eii<er4hhllbe,ir4rKli«ritMiD|(rt(Hl, #ilf|k - 

jr% tkKXi Mat PhyflciaA of fturi^ I eofa* oMft A(ft 
Vf. ibr 41M aeainft tbtK h^a^y pr€t6Ut that llfll 
(adly upon my fpirirs at this time. It h not<l>HftJt 
. out thy good Pmpd((oce that /o dreadful a calamity 
|ias befatlep oAb. Aiid, iis it ik Vhy Vifitation, I will- 
iitgly «}bnfik to 9r, ted mm fl^ inyftlf iib <bi»l^ fty 
IfWIIMit th« l^d i^hiftjl dr iMaittiienc. Thtfl I a^ 
^MHieflMi IMd grtiatly kffli^ea $ 'y«t I !^(foi# iC k tM 
dOl^< «nii fh<^ore'to %e«drne %ith^ \i^iMBm 
]AMlfth«t!; 4t is 4>}fe Gif lift ' \6wB^ ^^imiihgi "UM 1^ i 

IfliWe ti^pi >t0 tihqtfc for it niai V)^f <M tM# 4pii 
iiMlbiuiii 4v6!t<h Irire ip^Rti f^ t^ BikhK^ila ^ 
thdd, p Lord 5 jOft i< thy jiiicfiiirteAt fib, 'im ^^ 

YAi(%iy itfiftAJRiott ^ tiiy Will, i^iid ^yftiF itti» 

iUM^ K> <«iftollttte ^ee >b^ tte feto6Vi! «f H |l 
fliy d(tt tittfc, ihtt ro I iMy be D^ Hbft «|it do tli^ 
ijkfkt* tbib I bbi «t jiWleht. ThOtt fedft the flM 
I Am ihi ikm iny Ihibd li >dUiMeMI, 9^1 
■alt toc^ 1M (iftifclfed, iiiy ^nderS^i^ 

■ ' • H 



me 




teVtapWrnWHrf^^ wholi 

EhH 34^ oj«c of tune,,. ^d ^U piy ^culcies u) a.grc^ 
fyifyri {lif«t)lecjl for a ou^. attendaii^e upon thy wgiv 
[faipi aed ih|? /?^h£Mi oMi^nc^ 4. 9w^ cd thy molf 
Iw|y4#«ri« Co^yii^ce iqe hj^rribyi how w^ am ~ 
[ am of mykif'^,!^^ U^ vyj^a^ j^q^tiquer jiecd I Si 
9i:4^Y i hdC)> wkHout whicj^ 1 f^ fjifcharjge none l^ 
hf^pff^ Iw w|i vcj^ 4; q^ ipjKQ ffjj's wprjd. If tboM 
^ithdraweft my breat^J die |. ifjtl^ dcnieft me 
the alTiftance of thy grace» 1 go on unning, and aift 
Jtterly undone ( if thou ffikeft away my comfortt, 
I !#«> ri»d «4 4i^f^^, ipy; ipifitB dfopp^ an^ mv 
^i^wt.Wj^mlHpc.. : And to fkn ,?(wc£oip» my ftol^ 
nsflPCffi i W..Wl(,i: fluyfelf % ^p... Rcfufe mi( 
:»jf|«jtk cpa)/ii^r|tjp fny dilcop(pUt^ fou); butviitf 
iMii^ilh cHy (i^yaciqn. ^ Shew tprtb.thy marveUoui 
^ti»g-feiB^qfe>{fih<3)ii:;tJhal; art the Saviouf oif them 
wbtk (ipt fbeiriritfilo^ee, ^eitorc ma roa righ( 
iiinTof'afiQrrfpc^MkiqSi a<:om|>0fvu:e of mind, and a rea^ 
Uttfy^toi i9oa^i^^^ wi(h «|iy Will in all thinn^ 
Hrf^R 0>a )H>^ th9^ i^iyoyment <4 ffijrfelf, and of thjf 
&»raiH'ti ao4 m^ .ffnc to hear of ^y apd gUdncf^^ 
tWitb^ bQR« iw^ich thpu t^aft brolcen may rejoic^ 
Ba-vft ,i-o;Hi|, 2|wl.i^ear, O lining of Hc^en, when I 
call upon thee, through the mqr^^^ic^ thy only Soq 
Jefus Chrift our Lord. /imen. 

.^j. ...... -J— ^ J ' :- 

._.ep>al tjocl, 'thow.t^ather.of fight^t frpnri whom 
iC^qifi,CfirQry.^d and pcr&5 gift, ai^ who 
M^^dPVaifniled Pi bfiatjkeua to tbpfe iti^t call upoo diee 
in. <|K»r fifcaSit^i hear jthe fqpplicatipn qf thine 
bai^maid/whQicelmy travail C9ming upon ma, and 
fry. ifoto that V the aagwflx of niy fouK Watch 
aflprcppc for flpodj /otg^vc mvjin? ; and n(K)dara^ 
my pains, if'Tt be thy blefled Will. As thoutiaft 
given me a power to conceive, grant me Kkewife 
Ee 4 flrength 




ftrengtb to bring forth, «iid1lMfrili^%i4^M 
mother of a f or^ of atiother] di'ild, MhiM' iirai-4 
found and perft£)t body, com^leie in all it» fMKi 
and fitted fbr all its projper ojpeiiMiM, and' iHa m 
underftandinft capable of Hnowii^th^ #idfll^«ink 
And with a Vf^ldirpofed jn i(itte tnh^to \xam mitfmt 
kHee. /And ^ncmortoverV that.itiMy Bve>i 



thee fiiithfuirv; and dp gobd^ih $i9«iWf«tWi^'ftal^ 

mi Chrift mUtlJoH, Jmm. * • " - "- ' '-'*-' 

'^ • . . ^, "•* t I ! ... •;/! i.> ..>. .,.jh ^.:* 

aU<)ird; the fafter mv paiiga c6me i)poiiirii0f'"i4 
i7!^rTbe|rtKouWtlt exert thy JbengfSi fchltt 
f^dfe/;^an[ be not overwhelmcfd ii^th the W€%{MNI 
them . Conflfier my im^ency » ' and iupp&rt mA 4lt 
liver me. Be not wanting totfoc now that'tMttill 
is hard at hand, [^r, lies i^eavy lipon fliei] .lMi4 
have none that can give me eaihi of fafetyi MN; ilnil 
^lone. Forfake mp not when my ftrength faiteili'iii^ 
when my fpfrtts faint^ and I cainioc bear tha bulnlM 
of my forrbws wichput thy aflfiftance, Shew a aoktA 
upon me it)r good^ chat they who arc about Botamf 
praife thy Namr, and tnay rejoice to fee, that dielf 
l^ord haft'^ faolpen me, -and comforted oK^ through 
pur Lord Jefqs Chfift. jpien. ' "> 

rpOrgive my fim, O'Lbrd) i^d pbtgs out of no 
^ all inclination to whatever fore cdP wickedoeft. Bo 
with me, apd jhe ifi\\\d I laboqr oft i(nd grant, Q| 
^ious Jjofd^ thi^r-W may fiW^to'praife aaiifUS^- 
thee, qrai^t we |nay be thrftfthlW^UjrrtWtt- 
find, wl^nibever thou ftialtiee fie ?n t^tfRfhtifi 
9Ut of this world, b^ gr;^:<6u(|y pieafti (o iNilte m 




?Ycr 



T^HOU haft, ,ofjhy ;grcat^g{)odncfs, Q Lord, 
**^ tarripd inc fafcly thrt>*lhe great pain ahd peril 
of "child'blrth. ' /Vnd now ft^at 1 nave recovered 
ibnfic £niafure of ftrength^ atcef nly^'harcj labpur,]* 1 
defire' to pay liiv 'moft humble acknowledgments, 
and profoUndeft adbraci&'n^ to thee,, my Savipur ^anq 
JDeHverer r L6 T C^ildrett, 'and' the fniit of the wbnib^ 
arc wl, heritage ind gift tn?t^ VomctH of |hc%brd. 
To thec^there(6rp be the praife. that* another cbild is 
born jntp'the'.world, that* ^^ preferved ,me, its^ 

piotherV ynder tnc'for^pvfi *ith' which I was .encom- 
palrcdi z.ji^*ihUijlio^ haft.^rcllored'me'tp fome'de-- 
gfpe df hgafth at||ejefi^ ^ci ojtveft'rne hope;6f ,bav. 



may be for thy glory i and incline my heart to' (heV 
forth thy.iprufb^ Hof^entf iNdtl][^iDy1ips; but by the 
holtnefs and uprightnefs of my life in all refpedls. 
]jei SL fepfeof thy gqodnefa be always vpon my Cf)ind| 
wd raife in me fuch ^unfeign^d, Jboye and grai^tude W 
thee^ th^t 1 may. qever cea& to foynd forth thy, pitaifcis^ 
ibrof Jcfui Chrift owr JJord, V^ 4^^^; , . ii . j ; . i ; 

{\Be phsiftd toicoacinue^indreare; ahdlfaaAifyVtirp 
^> mercies nyitt^tne onwomhy' iei^vant, tbl^v%rn9^ 
Ihre CDiliy>hgMiiir, by^whoft ^|OiKi;Providence>almNf 
k is that J<4iWvat ali : BttkA <wbat thou buA ihuil 
fari wrougbc via* tM^ ^lid ib >e$abl|lhCii)y7iMiak;h,t>ai^ 
^Ml fafiay btf fitMl tp pvaife-'tuid fervei thc^. *: f^ 
ierm imo imn-'tte pomtr o£ thii tempterr^^amd ocbil 
€ontipttMio£ mne ontrii levil tmslji AmU ihil^fjpewil 
none of ckeTchae *thou fjrameflf imi for bettsrr.pori 
pdca^ biit my^whok ftudy (ma)^ .be to obferve tiiji^ 
ftatuvpa^ udtorlbeceirery diy-iioiprdvii^. in my bise^ 
dimce to them* Lead me'by t&y ciunfels hcrcr, fthd. 

hereafcer 



194 JW|k<TJVypfiW^4^ 

hereafter ncAm tutip» ^^vJ^kn^Q^ifK^ Jcfai 

Cbrift. JmtH. 

ji N ddl an eye of pity U|^ IMy pttb^ Mi4^ 
**- who is not abletophiy fw idSf'i *tta;^M9fe'lkti 
tiift brought hini r«r, her] biio lite #(>n9^ltt^t 
(>](Me tbet to ntfervi h io it» tliiat lit r#» tM) 
Aiay be an ufefiil iriftnimeoc cjf tfey gM^» i^ W> 
ih^ tbee faithfully, and doing ^Qddiali . fi^mmlK 
Ghknt h the benefit of ba^fmal l^g^MMtip^ OV 
being born in fin, and « child of #r*tb^ tt ril^V ^ ^ 
newed and made a child of g^ace } ^1 b^W«MiH 
into, Covenant with thee^ may be Vie^MtiB h^ 
joyful thro' )&tpe^ and rooted in <^!i^^ aqd'nw ilf 
p4fs thro* the waves 6lf tHi« troubi^iiadfe it*-*^ ***• 
Anally it tnay come tO',tbe .land b|f «^l,, 
thehe to reign with U^ ^iroW%^(li6iA edd. 1 
jfefus thrift thjr.Sbo, 6^;pkmM^t 

•^^'-. I .. .t T..'.. ,••...!■:•■• ■ 

1 , : 5; .■ ■.•-.- :■: 

0<0od, •wboTe oevtir^mfi^ Ptb^iBett^ Vhkilfll 
all drills 'both hi hekvM nM fcarat. >dH^UMi» 
kift l«dd thy htmd ttpoA bib, and iUS^i l^nUe 
bed of ficknefs, yet neyertheld^ (hy M6|)Hs. «6fl JMI 
be, la thee. Be thou n^. Deliverer, and cure ii» 




haftcdh thbet aodttkeiaejnaiMita^.bofiMttii 
ymk^of -difentiMiy.and ii»4 rjg^CiMwteiflfiiiiig'rf 
fUttc hiAsiBi tow «• im, •ttid dk ilont: ' * " 



••wii».chie. iMiiyic^Meaft ibwiB.TeftMiKjMttMi 
fiNMer .bcalthi atid 9\ia aw .gtioritoe Ipani «M 
iHlieiJMU tele aUoirite«Mii^tt:tMBBBB«Mil 



iv 'wUsfa Ithei ^Hawtft.kJ OreUe Mkk.iMii94bf» 
felf ini» thofe bkftd ng^QM, trfutfair >n^. Smjook 
ChriftatiglMelMfor^ i» vdg* vSth <bfc:aa;UUs.iM 
feKrity.. TbiaI'begiir<faB«»«f>theiknetlvJii 
Jete Chriftibiir lMd»3 .iAnr. .... w 

; • n. 



'. •, . '....w-v. ; ;• • 

Kl^ ^ I^,. m^ God, and be mf rciful. unto <ne i 
oh xeiifeinbrr not tne fins and of^occs of taj 
l^outb j t^% according to t|^y (nercy, thifik thou upon 
me, (Jlifiti, for thy gpodi^fs. If rheu wilt, (hoa 
caaft if)li^ me whole « or if . tboi4 cilleft me hftneey 
cKoucand: qaake me^af)p|K, Dij^feof in|(i>as (haH 
9»Q beft in thy fif^*,. a|)d ix^part «i«,.< beiJEeci^ 
diefe, fof whatneve; thou deggne^ lor m^. ThOd 
iirt nw Helfier and RcdeeoMF) ipake «o ^t^g; t«rr^« 
iog, 9 my Qodt 4bi«». 

OMet^j^y aivd eVerltfUltlg tlbd, itif gtHtOfikh m 
itM» hak %tltn O^dlitAll i^ glVftHg iM a K^ihg> ih 
fMfttvi^ tt|»:hMWft(}; tft fiajpi^fffih^ rUt Whh tlie 
neceMin<if thtsliA^) buttfpMiMTfi IMS abOvtiMlf 
ia giving thine , oniy-beg^tieo and dearly beloved 
Son, CQ become incarnat£^ and tuHtcr^ add die* in my 
»mi ix^ btiert a piKH^ fbt ihfc Cb su^oCher ahd httUlt 
tWk. An«> tbO(ighlfti^1)AhiA:n^tktof^t^h1ne.ac 
pftMi^ Id^tibt Vl6tibt tutltUSn fn>!fcy, HMcl 1^ 
i^y igadd. FoiT vf^icH t^Ibh I bef^ttA th«« tb fitWfy 
)t «6 M^ ^ac ^ Mky bb ii ftwafts Of WeinM^ \ny 
aflfetHbiM ffomtMs Kbbrtlti^, kAd ^ts mAl!tO>f. -cA- 
j«tmehtj, Whk;h, lf/hiln1^H ^ti ^(^lyVMidietb- 

amrit either lilt, tw "healA, tvhtA thott i;jtfl«ft.¥oTr 
It) s<nd Miti!l( ctortiaiiily )tfave thdfb fn "k tic^Kfs toti- 
^Ht!l^, 'iUfht} hatie hottilAs ttetdii- tb twft iCo. Let it 
fM) mkt at b% ftn^Sble bf Ait t-Kal Valtft'bf Vhift' 
iMlth 1 no# wan^ dild df till the Otlie^'blitinirgslhdti 
Hft given bi6 to 'pasftilkt «f ; Md )f>flc tAt QpOA ^- 

i%euii| ffiy ivfxAitaftce, ijd&it it te tob l^e. ) tati 

^ Oihi Anrie h) thfc i^Hitte 6f iMy ag^ atid Iftrtfbgfli; btn: 
fo tflieiy rb be ttrt dbwh by % liaAii, as the grafs'by 
litte fnaiid df thfc mb^ei-. Mr(!r me h'dt by fet Ury 
4l^cA)S tir^ iuiy ttilifig 1ifct« btflbW, bift \ipbtt ttre 
ftqiiSl! bAjb^qisitfc bf th^; )!(nd thine ImeftiAabte're- 
« ' wards 



3ff IV^i^ir ^prvjwrr jftr 

wards in Hesveo i nor ta reckon «poo the 
vigour of my age, buc upop my prefenc im 
and the nearntfa lam poffibfy in to dcadt,'ami4 
ftate. Teach me a perfeft fubmiflion to dif ^ttj 
Will, that I may account of life, onijr «»aa tffH^^ 
tuoity of doing thee farther fervkes s and taihill^ii 
whilft contimi^ tt> ni^ to be in a great rendnfift 
death, that whenfoevtr that comes, I itny tbafft 
Its fummons without furprize; and maf wiUkighM 
all that I have here, to depart, and be widi €hal| 
which is far better. My time atbeft is Ihcvti'ta 
if thou art pleafed to make it fliorter than tm^tthmt 
been expc&ed, by taking me away in the wUkd 
my days, I commit myfelf 'Mo thy hands, lo di 
with me as ieemeth thee good. Only» 1 bdeedi'dM 
^move me not hence, Mil thoo (halt have Bm^m 
for a better and more lifting ftate, tluoi^ rjifei 
Chrift.py only Saviour and Redeemer^ Ama^ 

Fot Me that is grown OU. 

MY 'life, O Lord, draws towards a coiylnfipat 
and I. efteem myielf aa one of thole diac m 
going down to the grave ^ gnd, confidering ffiie yem 
I have already lived, 1 cannot think it ftrang^ifl 
fee no more good days in this world. Others tte 
are younger tMj die quickly ^ but I know sffimdif, 
t^at I muft be gone in a ve^r little time. Th^ thmd 
of my life wears off apace, fo that I cannot ^bos Ayr 
pofe it to be near an end. The number of my 4iyi 
is already extended beyond that of my contenya* 
rvies, moft qf whom m. gone before mc^ and Ii« 
not fo vain as to imagine^ that 1 can be execnpc fno: 
that morulity, which is the common fate of all wtik 
Befidcs, this ficknels is a frelh momenta to me, t^pot 
me in mind of the tottering (fate of my earthly tato- 
nacle, and that I know not how fpeedily it mvf pof* 
fibly be i^olved. Wherefore my fireat care is m 
fee, that my peace be made with thee, before I gs, 
thither, whence there is no returning^ Help mr, I, 

^ betob 



the V/e of the Sick. , 3^7 

fctffeedi tliee, to do it fo fuccefsfully, as that I may 
always have my loins girt, and my Jamp burnings 
4nd be Kke thoie who wait for the coming of the 
bridegroom, m a readinefs, whenfoever thou (halt 
call for me, whether ft be at the cock-crowihg, or ia 
the morning, onr perhaps this very evening. Let thy 
time be ntine, 'that whenever death appears, it may 
hot find rne unprepared to receive it as thy meflenger, 
to condutft me hente. In a long courfe of many years, 
I have committed multitudes of fins ; whereby I have 
tontraded a heaVy load of guilr, and mud be irreco- 
verably undone, without thy pity. But with thee, O 
Lord^ there^ mercy, diat thou mighteft be feared i 
and with thy Son* is plenteous redemption. For bis 
lake forgive me all my paft tranrgrefllons^ and en- 
able 4Xit to (pend what little of my life is yet remain* 
thg, in thy rear, and to thy glory. Cleanfe and pu- 
ri^ nie, that f may have no terrifying guilt adhere to 
Ifie, to make me afraid of my latter md. Strengthen 
me by thy grace and Holy Spirit, to fight out the 
good fight of. faith ; that, continuing thine to the lalf, 
and being faithful whilft I live^ I may be eternally 
faved after death, through the merits of Jefus Chrift 
our I^ord. ytmen. 

For Mi that has deferred bis Repentance. 

OBleiled and holy Lord God, who wouldft not 
any ffaould perifli, but that all (hould come to 
repentance, be merciful to me a guilty finner, who 
have long neglcAed my duty to thee, and mine own 
main imcrcft > till my fins are gone over my head, 
and are, as a fore burden, too heavy for me to bear. 
Enter not into judgment with thy fervant; for in 
thy fight Qiall no man livmg be juftified. And if 
no man, not the bed of meii^ and the mod righteous, 
much lefs fo vile a finner as I have been. I have 
provok'd thy Divine Majefty by a long^ feries of 
wickednels, for which thou mightft juftly have long* 
ibce cut me off, and given me my portion among 

the 



|9l Ptifetf'Kityir^fie 

th? id^Us, and (Jarnqeji jpirip. ^Bt^ i>IeaU be |k| 
N^roc, ?h«u haft csK^qlSi ^ grp*^ dfialof ptCfWf 
|tnd long-fa^HQ^ tQw^r()s tn^ Ajtf] { hoftf K^mf 
tip v»i(> th^c thpu h# cb^fi g^iiciptipy ^me 
For 1 am i»dw fipUy «?nwjn<i«l <4 mj q^n ft 
the evfl of my w?y5, ap<J iJp wpwti fpd «^ 
felf in du^ and aC^es. Po qot thoa »tibfi^ 
nor (Iiut up thy bo^e.U of cp(i^pafl>Qq frqqi jq 
hold nte not a^ an pt?ft.u^i|i9 fmm^ bW 9^ 
yrbom Chrift has ^1^^ i^d 9f ? poiteeni; 

frieved for my pafl: difobc(}ieQC(t» «qc) mq f< |j[g 
rous both of thy pardoo, wd of grao^ 
more holUy for the fi^^re. U il mwh nql 
I have deferrqd my upendmenii ?n4 nfonfu^Ai^ 
by ttiy bteflTmn ^ afl^ftance» |'afla fiiUy itl^ 
dQ ic no tQP^r. Hdp me 1^ pu; fheie «iqf}l 
lotions io pra^ice, renounciiig aU my mc^ ^ 
fiov 4n4 ?»»rppftlf f pdejiyouripg; to be m * 
unUam^e ia a)i nu)f n^ of coover&Qop 
<j4y, w^ilft if i? caUfliJ |r>><I»|» I way l^^r jhf 
and nsiKF more d^ Qc) h^njeQ my hoan i 
I Immiw niw what a (jjiy pn^r img, iwjb 
ijbijs i^loR am no; wiUjn^tQtrvft to to-mora^ira 
poffibiy it may be too late for me to tbfpk " 
log CO falvttion. Turn thou me, good I 
ibfluHibacQMMd) bNtd»ic» ibefeechihK^ iitaftfr* 



4ktd^^ 4a4 qui of l»aw). Turn me fiPip aKate. 
W(w^. »i4 tm^ m^ ¥> fcrve ihep m^Aytmf 

witft reyffWQCt •n4 gaJJy >v. .M?kc m? " 
4flMPWd of fpy uwint'Wln^ll wl difobfldjietKi^ 
tipoctff, tbat I (ho»]4 Ihu^^ ij^r^ tfi o^d fy, 
SQd gwiQU3 » Qodi, and- fijf MP my hpart to 
thpe lienier fqt «Hfi ripif jta ewns, thgt, 
^inaw'^ncfs aiKlr wprlfUy Iwftn. 1 n^ay !«ve 
(qjjgtly, 4n(| gpctty,, ^9 t|u*. profov W>m' ^ 
Of ffqm 4Li)»e bQudf 9( i^k ^%j gr^l KOpfHi^ 
>0> cWKljiftwg lil^>. ^iKpfmil; JeAw Qkri(t pi|r ~ 




fmf o/fe tBat it tut My grieved for bk Sins. 

A Q«infl; than O Lpiy)» \w I floneil, «nd ^ 
*^ cvy IP thy ligiict nn^ vlut ih4li 1 ww % uotg 
ihec} I doQd «» PP <)cqpty l»VinUcd for a(l my un,^ 
dutiful orrUgQ (ow»cd# tluie. Svc tq my 4ia!9e I 
iiodt tbtc I am Q9t (o 4M)y ii4l<^ wkh py gufk 
Md iQUy» «i I OMghr co be I Ivfve h^hly ()^4f4 
tbee* 9Wi mticraiily endjingfnd tpy awn falv^i^c 
«nd dMNii^ 1 ice «n4 l(o«w Uiuw yrt I fiml. hy m 
n^rkoce, ttuK ] ai» afW 4p tbonawgbljr gnfvi4 ^ 
4he fight 4»f.49ir ibiK w iMov) 19 be «ilh'd> w) m I 
truly dv^ ta te* I hopft.fliffr i« ih» Up ^M h^f .it» 
fiiU domviioQ «r9c mes oMie thtc I dojipt nofeigiv- 
ledly long 9e4 Mva. ti» M^ «0; «od fnte fiyi^lf frtm 
it, Ip fmr af IHviti tie «l>le; ^ I 9U9 moft f^rn^fily 
ikfirf «od beg th9 for^r«nfs6 of thorn alU Pnly ( 
«u9i.c9ficarned and-ain^z'd, lihat I HmhiM aot kt mor^ 
^cnfiiily griev'd <t cb« cciQ6dm«Moq («f chcaif TqucU 
my Owl*. Q bjBflM.Qfldt with fuch w' Affe^og por^ 
fiiption •f 09 ini;kfdR«fib th«t I owiy cfotinusUly 
iMment imd bviivl it} that riv«n c^ tffun way nw 
dourn oaioe eyev <Mc«Hf»lih>vf. «ot Itcpt thy l»w» 
imnI I may HKNim 14 (ecrec fov piy f niii%reflipo>» nwy 
confieft onhia i«k>(|wti«i. .4UHi h« infim homily fi^ 
my fia»i4Vifn with fl^lyrfpw (h«t A»«y brwg forth » 
wpemtpot do falvati4W* tlwt w owm to be rcpoaiai 
»l. O Lord, who /tAwfedft iPtter jtQ floer ««« of the 
peck of iliOQc, hmk thi* Aony hwrt of miiip, or 
take it %fif^ J^ram.mot eod gi^re me ii^cad of 
a hsan of Ml* cf^Ue of thofe hqpre(Sqw, th»t 
;qiUy vQOefeietipe iii W«lt fip lMik« upoo e ritanung 
litcM. MW^ «ne xo loith oiy £(»>> «nd my&lf 
o(e 9f thine 4 end to hMmb^ myielf hefoit tbeiv 
iofiheiooft ft)bini0lf».in«iiner-to fuppliceie diy 
t aod.Hely Spkki. to IokI atoio the vi^ fd Ms» 
Mmf » #«e over, oU | ^h(dl have obUMnisd « 
ig« «hroMgh JcdM Chrift q|9r i^» 4mai- 



. Upon a.ReUtlfe into Sin^ , . 

r\ Lord God AlmighV J°'*''«ij2^ "^ *^ 
V-l Sovereign of thft wtirld, oH *ho*l* alt my *- 

Jh^ fecmtt I have of late fohigWf ofiteded ftj 
SwneMafefty. ^ ^.J^w ryt hjjr^ Ufr^f i«^ 
tinto heaven, but am forced, wnh the horable ^irf*«* 
w fmit» ui;on my bitaft. and 'call upoo thee tt be 
mcinl^l to me a Lner. ' I haviefimjed a»mift ^ 
from rime to time, ^^,'^'^J'^^^j^ 

from all right to t'^J Pf®""'!*- ^nd what <»I «j 
plead for myfelf ? from the barof hy JJ^eeJ J 

S the throiof thy «««y* ^^^Slft^JSa. 
favourable to me, becaufc' thoo deljjjtdk ^^^2, 
Ind not Jet me bt miferable. Iho* I to« tdien He 

and run upon deftru«ionl with my ey«< <*!«»•*«< 

God yet I moft acknbwfcdge, i» my <mii tbito* aai 
S^f that I have oftnded thee «««, b«»«jyjj 
finning againftthee. ''i»?i»««^ ."^[J'L^^,^ 
feiicc, and when 1 was foMy ^^'"^^irr^T^ 
Wiier a thing fifi is. How extremely ^fp^^fi^LS 
thee, and of 'what ^KWiciooi ooofcqaeooc to wf^ 
ind had profefs'd, and otouimtt "^i^ fccrainej 
u^ it-^that 1 *o«M ftrte thee ^^^^TJ^^ 
dm. My confciente accufek mc» W «^/* 

S;^mel •"<ithoO,wh*art|^«^«2e'2 
and knoweft all things,. -trW^J^Si SlfSl 
^hen 1 cry unto th*1h the •''^^±^1^^ 
have Ghned again* Heaven, *^J°^\^i^ 
am no more w<«hy^ to be ttUed tbylbii. ttaj 
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fanned againft the light of the Gofpel, and thine in* 

Bnite love to me ; againft the terror of thy threat- 

nings, the charms of thy mercy, the rebukes of thy 

Spirit, and the checks of my own confcience ; againft 

my Iblemneft vows and engagements, and when I 

had fully purpofed ao amendment. Yet is not my 

fin coo great for thee to pardon, or to remove, from 

me, that I never more repeat it. If thou wilt, thou 

canft make me whole again. And the more my wick- 

edncfs has abounded, the more therefore let thy grace 

and good- will abound. Ahfolve tnefrom the guilty deli- 

ver me from the power ^ cleanfe me from the pollution^ 

fave me from the pumjhment^ of this and all other ntf 

offences \ reconcile me to thyfelf here, and crown me 

with immortal glory hereafter, thro' Jefus Chrift thy 

Son, our only Mediator and Kedeemen Amen. 

jPor a right We of the good Things of (his 

"^ World. 
•Tp H O U, O Lord, art the Father of mercies^ 
-*- and the fole Author of all the bleflings I arti 
now, or have at any time been, partaker of; lee me 
never have caufe to repent, that thou haft beftowed 
the fame upon me. Vouchfafe me fuch a right no- 
tion and efteem of all earthly privileges and enjoy- 
ments, that 1 may never be brought under the power 
of any of them ; but may conftantly ufe that portion 
of them thou conferreft upon me, with temperance, 
and fpbriety, and charity, for the time they are con- 
tinued to me, and with a ready difpontion of mind 
to part with them, whenfoever thou fhalt fee fit to 
ftrip me, either of the whole, or of any part of them \ 
and with fuch heavenly-mindednef^ and an eye fo 
• immoveable fix'd upon the unconceivable rewards 
of the other ftate, that I n[iay never date to fet thefe 
in competition with them. Incline my heart to a 
conftant folicitude for another life, and a care to lay 
uptomyfelf trcafure in Heaven, by a good improve- 
xfm, of whateycr I enjoy here below. Grant I may 

F f never 
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never be high-minded, nor truft ia uacertaiQ rvAia^ 
but in thee the living God who gives us ail thiagi 
richly to enjoy \ may be rich in good works, ready to 
diftribute, willing to communicate; and fc^ may bf 
up to myielf a good foundation againft the tioic o 
come, that 1 may lay bold on eternal life. Mab 
me truly fenfible, how impoffible it is to ierve bod 
God and mammon ; and that if I inimoderaoeiy Vm 
the world, and the things in it, this is a certain figo, 
that the love of God is not in me* Awaken noy fli^- 
giOi (bul, chat it may open its eyes, and look p^ 
this prefent (late, and afpire after thofe trus riches, to 
which all that this world contains bears no maoBer 
of proportion. Be my God, and my Guide in all dj 
concerns ; and grant me fo to pafs thro* things tns* 

riral, that I finally lofe not the things eternal. This 
beg for thy mercies fake, in thy Sod our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, who liveth and rcigneth with thee, and 
the Holy Ghofby ever one God, world without ead. 
Amen. 

For a truly Cbrtfiian Behaviour in all reJ^eQu 

I. 

^\ Eternal and everlaftirtg God, who hated all jm- 
^^ quity, and canft not look upon the leaft fin widi 
approbation ; difpofe me for a due attendance to the 
ftate thou haft placed me in, and the preparation I 
am neccflarily to make for another, before I am fum- 
mon*d hence. Work in me both to will, and to do 
of thy good pleafure, that fo t may live in all holy 
converfation and godlinefs, and may pafs the rime cdF 
my fojourning here in thy fear, exercifing myfelf con- 
tinually to have a confcience void of orfence towards 
God, and towards man. Open mine eyes, that I may 
fee the wondrous things of thy law. Enlighten my 
mind, that I may know thee ; and not with a barren 
and ufelefs knowledge, but fuch as may produce tfae 
happy fruits of good works. Put thy law in my 
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|leiit, ttid write ic in my inward man, chat in no« 
pbtng I may dare to fin agatnft thee, but my whole 
|ife may be a continual, ftudy to pleafe thee. Make 
pie forrowful for my fins^ and intent Upon a better 
j>bedience for the future, humble under thy chaftife^ * 
plenta, devout in thy fervice^ thankful for all thy 
piercie^, fearful to diJptcafe thee, and defirous, above 
ftll things^ to approve myfeif to thee. Remind me of 
^y duty 00 my neighbour, that I may love him as 
myfeif, and do to all others, as I would they fhould 
do to me \ being obedient %6 my governors, whether 
^trkual 6r temporal j refpeftful to my other fupe* 
fiors^ loving, and ufeful, and obliging, to my equals} 
|afKibJo and courteous to my inferiors \ juft to all, and 
charitable and affiilant to thofe that are in need* 
'And put me upon a diligent watch over myfeif, that 
^ I indulge no unreafonable luft or paflTion, no vice or 
I in^moraiity of an/ kind, but may be progrefilve in 
goodnefs, may cleanfe myfeif from all my defile- 
ments, and may aim at being holy, as he which haa 
call«!d me is holy* Thus I befeech thee, O gracioOs 
God, 19 grant that I may both perceive and know^ 
what things I ought to do, and alfo may have grace 
tnd power faithfully to fulBl the fame, through Jefu^ 
Ghrift our Lord. Jmen, 

IL 
r^:God, tho* my Spirit be willing, yet the flefh it 
^^ wealc, and I can do no good thing without thy 
ftfliftance. Do thou ftrengthcn me by thy good Spi- 
t'ii, to bear up againft all the oppofuion that (hall 
bcfal me in the performance of my duty, whether 
from men or devils. Let no temptation be too pow- 
erful for me to withftand it with courage, and ati 
Undaunted refolution to proceed in my integrityi 
Nourifh all the feeds of grace that are fown in my 
heart* and make them fruitful unto every good word 
and work. Let my light fo fhine before men, that 
they may fee my good works, and glorify thee, my 
F f a Fathcrj 
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Fsltbcr, who art in Heaven. Make me a faidifiB! 
fteward of all thofc talents, wherewith thou haftcn- 
truftcd me, for the good either of myiclf or othcn} 
that I may not be afraid to give up my accounfs, 
when the Lord Ihall come to reckon with mc. Gin 
me the increafe of faiths hope, and charity, andiO 
other chriftian graces •, and, that I may obtain tte 
which thou doft promife, make mc ever to love tte 
which thou doft command, through Jefus Chrift off 
Lord, Amm. 

III. 
r\ Thou God of peace, fandkify me wholly ; aodl 
^^ pray thee, that my whole fpirit, and ibul, aad 
body, may be preferved blamelefs, unto the cofniog 
of our Lord Jefus Chrift \ to whom be glory fef 
ever and ever. Amen. 

A general Thank/giving for Mercies receivei* 

L 

A Lmighty and moft loving Father, the Father d 
•"^ mercies, and God of all confolation, I here pro* 
ftrate myfelf at thy feet, humbly acknowledging dif 
bounty and goodnefs to me, defiring to bleis vA 
praife thy holy Name, both now and for evermoit^ 
for fuch thine abundant loving-kindnefs. It wts of 
thine own good pleafure, that thou at firft gaveft tnc 
a beings when I was not i it is of thy moft gracious 
hand over me, that I am ftill preferved in it, nor- 
withftanding all the dangers to which I lie contino- 
ally expofed. Thro' thy immenfe patience and cocih 
pairjon towards me, I am now on this fide the grave, 
and evcrlafting mifery ; for I have deferved nochiflg 
of thee, but thy heavy wrath, and implacable iodig- 
nation. Yet doft thou not fail to multiply thy bicl- 
fings upon me from day to day, blefiings both fpi- 
riiual and temporal, for this life, and in order to i 
better. Praifcd be thy name, O Lord, for that thou 
)^u:ft dealt thus lovingly with me ! While I live, will 



the XJfeof the SicL 405 

t praile the Lord ; yea, as long as I have any bdnig^ 
[ will iing praifes to my God. My mouth fhall flbew 
forth thy righteoufnels and falvation all the day long; 
(For I know no end thereof. Blefled be the Lord my 
God, who only doth wondrous things ! And blefled 
be the Name of his Majefty for ever I And all the earth 
ihall be filled with his Majefty. Amen* Amen. 

II. 
^TpHOU art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory^ 
^ and honour, and power ; for thou haft created 
all things, and for thy pleafure they are and were 
created. May men and angels never ceafe to worlhip 
and adore thee, and laud and magnify thy blefled 
Name, for thine infinite goodnefs to all the ions of 
men. As for myfelf, it (hall be my conftant ftudy^ 
to cxprefs my unfeigned gratitude for the innume- 
rable benefits I have received frqm thy bounty \ which 
are as great, as they are every way undeferved, and 
fo call for the utmoft returns of duty and thankful^ 
nefs to the Author of them. Ail praife, all glory, be 
to thtt for my creation, prefervation, and all the 
bleflingsof this life \ for my health and ftrength, my 
reafon and underftanding, my peace and quiet of 
mind, my credit and reputation, the plenty of out-' 
ward good things wherewith thou haft blefled me, 
my friends and relations, and benefaftors, or what** 
ever tends to make my being here comfortable. It 
is all owing to thee alone; and to thee therefore be 
the praUe dirotighout all ages. . Amen. 

III. 
T^UT^ above all, may my foul, and all that id 
•*^ within me, glorify thee, O Lord, for that moft 
gracious provtfion thou haft vouchfafed to make for 
me, in order to a better life, when this fliall have an 
end; for my redemption by the death and paflion 
of my blefled Saviour \ for the glad tidings of the 
Gofpeli which not only hath brought life and immor" 

tality 
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XtX^ to light, and fluewn us the way » it, bo# 
opened, thro' his merits^ to all that duly endeavour 
after it, but has mor«over toformed us what duty is 
required in order to it, and how we muft be qoali* 
fied before we can be partakers of it) for the ddceai 
c^ the Holy Ghoft upon the Apoftles at: y^rufskm oo 
the day of PeMee^ ; for the glorious cBFcA of thai 
defcent in the fpeedy and miraculous propagation of 
Chriftianity thro' the world ; for that afllflance which 
is yet coAffimied to ibyfelf and others^ for enabling os 
to walk worthy of the vocation wherewich wc ^ 
called i for thy word and facraments i for tbe enm^ 
ptes of thy faints and martyrs, of the holy apoflki^ 
and, above all, of our bleflM Lord himfelf, wiio wis 
ttkade like to us in all things, fin only excepted i »d 
(or atl the means of grace,, and hopes of ^ory» tim 
we enjoy thro' him. Oh that I could praUe tface as 
I ought, for dkefe tUne iinfpeakable mercies, and as 
the blefled fptrks above praife thee ! that as hcavcD 
and earth are full of the majefty of thy glory,, fb my 
heart, and my mouthy, m^ be duty fdkdr widi thy 
pr^fe,. who art the Author of dris . good to me ! 
Ho(wever, fo far as mf prcfent ftate will admit of k. 
It will not refrain my txmgpe from poodatming^ diy 
wondrous works ;. I will give thanks unto tbee, for 
that thou haft dbne } and will hope in thy Name all 
the days of my life. Amtn. 

W. 
T £ T a fcnfe, I befeech thee, O Lord, of thdk 
thy great mercies be conftantly fixed in my 
mind, and fo deeply rooted add fettled there, as that 
I may nei^«r make thee any unequal returns for them i 
but all the powers of o^y fool may exert themfelvcf 
to fet forth thy glory. Fill my mind with fuch on* 
feigned gnadtude to thee, as may never ceafe to Iheir 
forch itfdf, not merely by a barren return of pnufe^ 
but likewife by the holinefs and uprightnefs of my 
converfation. Make me to be in the fear of the Loid 

til 



